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MARY. 

1 

THE earl of Lenox was. ftill refiding in a. 41.1567. 
the weft of Scotland; and Mary took ^tndiwUh 
the firft opportunity, as appears by his own l^!"^ 
letters, which are ftill extant, to acquaint him 
how zealous ihe was to difcover thei murder- 
ers of his fon. The earl, in return, acknow- 
ledges the pains flie had taken for that effefl:, 
and thanks her for aiking his advice and coun- 
fel. He then propofes that flie ihould affcnible 
together the nobility and ftates of Scotland, to 
difcover and , proceed againft the murderers* 
Mary's anfwer is dated the next day; and in- DateaFeb. 
forms him, that even before flie received his 

B 2 letter. 
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A. D. X567. letter, ihe had fummoned a parliament, where 
an enquiry into the Haurder was to take the 
lead of all other bufinefs. The earl of Lenox, 
in reply to this letter, feems to diilike his 
own propofal , of a pacUament,. iand wUhes, 
that the perfons named in the advertifements 
Ihould be put into confinement. This, it inuft 
be confefled, was a pretty extraordinary re- 
queft upon an anonymous information. It ap* 
pears by Wary^ii anfw/er, t^t there was a great 
multiplicity of thofe advertifements ; that they 
varied, and were fometimes contradidory to 
each other. She oflFered, however, to grant a 
warrant for apprehending any one whom the 
earl ihould pitch upon. This was a firong proof 
of her fincerity ; and was ftretching her authority 
as far as it ought to go, if not farther, unleis an 
information againft the party, or grounds of fuf« 
pjjcipn, had bieea givjea ia upon oatdu^ In repl^ 
to. this condefeeiilion of Mary, the earl ex- 
prefied his. fhrprizie that the ^eistow: named in 
the firft ajiyertifQment (the, earl of BothwcH, 
Balfour, Ch^Imei^s, andSpence; and: lilcewifisi 
in thjB fccondi P^ftian, Bourdeaiux, and Ri- 
zio's brother) wqre npt put under confinement, 
efp^ciajly ajs h^ (the earl) fofpefted them to be 
guilty. He was of opMon^ that they Ihould 
be kept in prifoa tUl the, meeting of parHar 
ment, when proclamation £bould be made foe 
their accufers to appear; and if aone prefented 
themfelves, that tiie prifoners, Ihould he feA 

at 



OFSCOTLAND. S 

at lifae(ty. Mary agreed partly to this peremp- ^ ^* '^^ 
tory demand ; for we find, that the twelfth of 
iLpril was fixed, by her privy-council, for the ^ 
trial of the earl of Botbwell, and the othet 
filipeAed perfons* In the mean time, no 
pains were fpared in finding out the authors 
of the advertifements ; but none could be fixed 
on, excepting Murray abovementioned. Bu- 
chanan has been nnreafonably fevere upon 
Mary for interefting herfelf fo much as fhe did 
in di£covering the authors of the advertife- 
ments, infiead ol the authors of the murder. 
This is the moft ablurd charge that can be 
well conceived *• 

Tie Tolbooth of Edinburgh was the place ,^3«; 
2^)pointed for the trial of BothwcU^ before the ^othweiri 
carl of Argyle, hereditary lord high-juftice, 
and jfour aflefibrs; Robert Pilcairn, commen- 
dator of Dumfermling ; the lord Lindfay, Mr, 
James Macgill, and Mr. Henry Balnaves. It 

* How could the guilty be found out without difcovering 
their accufers who were the authors of the advertifements, or, 
as they are called in the original letters, tickets ? But to convince 
any reaibnable perfon of Buchanan's malignity, let us fuppofe, 
that the like fcene was now to happen in either part of the united 
kingdoms, could the government proceed in any other manner 
than that which was followed by Mary on this occafion ? The 
perfbns named in the advertifements were either guilty or not 
guilty^ If the former, how could they be brought to jui2acft| 
without the evidence of thofe who undertook to prove them £6 ? 
If the latter, how arbitrary and tyrannical muft it have been to 
confine and try innocent perfons for fo atrocious a crime, upon 
dark anonymous advertafements f How eaiy is it to ftab the moft 
blamelefs peribn alive, if he has a fecret enemy, upon fuch an 
aocufation f 

has 
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^D»i5^* has been remarked, that the four afiefibrs Were 
among the bittereft enemies Mary had in her 
dominions: nor can it be denied, that Both- 
well, fuppofing him to have been innocent^ 
appeared at his trial under great difadvantagcs 
arifing from the popular prepofleilions againfl; 
him, which had been thundered from the pul- > 
pits. Mary has been blamed (and if the fa&s 
were as they are reprefented, I think with, rca- 
fon) for fuflFering BoUiwell, at this time, to 
appear as her favourite and firfl minifter, and 
giving him poffeiEon of the caftlc of Edin- 
burgh, which ihe prevailed upon the earl of 
Mar to refign, by putting her fon under his 
tuition. The indecency of all this muft be ad- 
mitted ; but at the fame time it is an undenia- 
ble fact, that, Mary's fworn enemies fheltered, 
favoured, and acquitted Bothwell at the time 
of his trial. This being the cafe, what arts 
may we not fuppofe to have been made ufe of 
to mifinform and miilead her? It is well 
known, that fovereigns, in fuch cafes, leave 
the forms and proceedings of trials to the pro- 
per officers and courts of juftice ; and if they 
fcreened, or acquitted, the murderer, was flie to 
blame I That flie was in earneft, I think appears 
ftrongly by her laft letter to the earl of Lenox, 
which, when the language is a little moder- 
nized, is as follows : 
I •* Right trufty coufin and counfellor, we 

greet you well. We have received your let- 
ter 



I 
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tser of Houfton the fcventccnth pf this inftant, a. 0,1567, 
relative to our laft writing fent ypu, and fpe- 
cially naming the perfons contained in the ***t^'« '«*" 
tickets, whom ye greatly fufpeA. For the con- ««• 
ventionof our nobility and couiuiH, we have 
prevented^ the thing deiired by you in your, 
letter, and have fent for them to be at us in 
Edinburgh this week approaching, where the 
perfons nominate in your letter ihall abide, 
and underly iuch trial, as by the laws of this 
realm is accuftomed ;' and being found culpa- 
ble,' in ^ any wife, of that crime, and odious 
fad, nominate in the tickets, and whereof ye 
fuijped thern^ we fliall even, according to our 
former letter, fee the condign punifiiment as 
rigoroufly and extremely executed as the 
weight of that faft deferves : for indeed (as 
you write) we efteem ourfelf party, if we are 
refolute (certain) of the authors; and there- 
fore we pray you, if your leifure and commo- 
dity ma5P fuit, addf efs you to be at us here in 
Edinburgh this week approaching, where you 
may fe6 the faid trial, and declare the things 
which you know may further the fame ; and 
there you Ihall have experience of our earneft' 
win and effe^tuous mind to have an end in this 
matter, and the authors of fo unworthy a 
deed really punifhed, as far further in eSedt, as 
before this, and now prefently we have writ- 
ten and promifed : and fo for the prefent com- 
jnits you to God,'* 

The 
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The hiftorians who are unfavounihle to the 
memory of Mary and BothwtU^ have all along 
fuppofecl Bothwelf to be gmlty, and that Mary 
knew he was fo ; but ftrong prefomptions lie 
againft the latter iiippofition ^, as no £n^ 
fad: had' appeared againft BothweU, dn which 
a criminal pro&cution could be grotinded. Tha 
earl of Lenox refided then about forty miks 
i&om Edinburgh f and according to the form 
of law proceedings in Scotland^ he waa^ 
by virtue of the queen's warrant, ient to Iter 
meflengers, fiunmoned at Edinburgh^ (m the. 
twenty-nintK of March, to beprelent at the triaL 
On the thirtieth of the fame mionth, and the. 
firft and fecond of April, he wa;s» in like man- 
n^9 fnmiboned at his houies iii GIa%ow and 
Dumbarton, andac Perth. It has been iaid that 
thefe citations might have been giveb himr 
iboner; and that fuch unnecefiafy delay afioi'dg^ 
fomet cauie of fufpici<m. Without entering 
Kobertfon. iiito the queftion cocieerning th« lateneis of the 
citation, I fhould be glad to kno^ vpon wbonn 
a fu^cion on that account ought to fall j upoa 
Dlaryi or upon thofe who were to nuuMge the 
triaJj. az>d who afterwards accufed her of the 
murder by >the earl o£ Botbwi^'s agency ? TThe: 
earl of Lenox, in confequence of hos^ eitatiOC3% 



h • 
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* Our warmhiftorians who are fo liberal in condemning Mary, 
oiight to reileft, thit a man may be afhially guilty (^ a Ckime^ 
anil {nfkv for it very wroi^Uy . Had Botfaxre^bMiB luiiigAi for 
Darnlcy's murder, without any other preof than, t^^e. 4ark ad- 
yertifemcnts, that muft have been his cafe/ 
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fct oxit for Edinburgh; but arriving at Stir- A, D. 1567. 
ling, he wrote . a • letter to Mary, in a ftraiii 
which fliews that he had received impreiSons 
greatly to her difadvantage. He complained 
of an indifpo&tion which difabled him from 
prcfceeding on his journey^ and of not having 
time Sufficient to prepare for the trial. He 
therefore defired that it might be delayed till 
he could aflemble his friends, and be armed 
with evidence againft * the parties accufed. He J;!?^^""* 
refledied, not obfcurely, upon the quedn for fiif- 
ferihg them not only to be at their liberty, but 
to remain in favout about hct p^rfon, adding, 
that if the day of trial was riot prolonged, nd 
juftice eould - be done ; and befeeching her 
majefty to put the crimitials under cuftody. 
As this letter was dated the day pr6fi:3ced fot 
the trial, for which every thing was now ready, 
the earPs requeft was refufed. I fixall not pre* 
tend to fay how far this refufal Was legal or 
not; or whether Mary, conflidering the circum- 
fiances of the cafe, if (he adually did receive 
fuch a letter, alid had a power to comply witli 
his requeft, ihould not have granted It; nor 
whether the earl of Lenox, fince the time of 
the murder's being Committed, might not have 
procured fufficient evidence againft t'ke accufed, 
I am of opinion, however, that his condu^l 
was inconfiftent, If he was not provided with 
evidence, why di4 he proceed on I^is jour- 
ney fo far as Stirling, and defer hit requeft 
Tql.VII. C 9i 
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A. p. ?|67, Qf having tlijB trial put ofF tin only a few hottrft 
{before it wa^ to have come on ? He gave three 
reafbijft for this delays none of which have any 
f elation tQ th$ other; and very polGbly, Both* 
well a|f4 his friends made ufe of ^hem as ar« 
^uipent9 tha( he did not intend to proceed t(| 
9 trial. ili$ indi^ofition feimis to have been 
entirely fi^i|ipi}9> as no mention is made of if 
in the prQtfft entered by bis fervant Cunning'* 
bap, at the time of the trial. His dcfign to 
haye time for ^^eipblipg his friends, that he 
might be prefent at the trial» carries with ik 
no favouTf^ble intimation for preferving the 
public tranqnillity ; nor did be name a perfon, 
>vbo{e precognjtory evidence, a cuftom which 
is admitted by the civil law in trials for 
murder, cpnld fix ppon the aeciifed party a 
probably c;^i|fe why he ihould be confined in 
order to be capitally tried, 
ftoth^eiri^ According to fome hiftoriansi the carl of 
•'*»*• Morton appealed at the bar, or in the fame 

pannel ^ with Bothwell ; and the names of the 
|ury, pr aflife, were as follow : ** Andro erle of 
Kothes, George cx\c of Caithnes, Gilbert eric 
of Caflils, lord Johne Hamiltoun, commenda^ 
for of Arbrpith, fone to the lord-duke, James 
lord Ros, Biobert lord Simple, Johne Maxwell 
l6rd H?rie$, J^aprQuce lord Oliph^nt, Johne 

• That fpace of a cbmt of jullicc in Sc9tiand, where prifoners 
ft^iid while they are upon their trials. A paru^el, like wife, fome- 
^me» figHifi^ ^n s^ccufcd pi^if^ ' .' :\. ' ' 
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iniiftw of Forbes, John GcHrdoiln of Lochin- *'^' '5^. 
war^ Robejrt lotd Boyde, James Cokbtlfrle of 
LantotiHi John Somcrwell of Catnbn/heth^n, 
Woi^^bray of Barhebbwgall, Ogilbye of Boyne.^;' 
The ifldidment ran for BothwelPs being « irt 
^nd pitt of the cruel, odious, treafOAable, and 
ftboihifaable flaughter and murder of the urn- 
quhile (diciafed), the right excelkht, right 
high arid mighty prince, the kitig's grace, 
deircft fpoufe for the time to our fovereign 
lady the queen's mijefty, tifiddr filence of 
tfigfat, in his own lodging, befide the Kirk of 
Field, withiA this burgh, he being taking the 
night's reft, trdafonably raifing fire within the 
la^e, with one great quantity of powder, 
through force of the which, the faid whole 
Ipdgihg was raffed and blown in the. air, and 
the faid deceafed king Was murdered treafon- 
ably, sind Inoft cruelly flairt and deftroyed by 
you therein, upon fet purpofe, provifion, and 
forethought felony ; and this ye did upon the 
i^ihCh day of PcbrU2(ry laft by paft, under fi- 
lenc* of Aight, as fatid is, as is flbtoriouffy 
known, which ye cannot deny/* 

The prifoficri the earl of Bothwclf, stppearecf HeUac- 
with his advoci'ates ; but when the profecutof, 
tht earl of Lefu^Jt, Was fummoned into cotirt, f^l'^' ^' 
Robert Cunftin^am, one of his ferVaiits fee- 
ftfs:tttk€ntioht6f eritered a proteft, ift his maf- 
«cf^V tacttt^ ag^rilt all judltiil pfoceeArigs 
t^^ 4«)r t fh0 i^eafonrf beaHedges at^, the Ihort- 

C a Mia 
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A* 0* t5^- nefs of thp time, ^nd his mailer not being fjafa 
ficiently provided with friends to appear oq the 
occalion. This proteft was pppofed by the fcatl 
of Both well and bis advocates ; aad t^ jury^ 
by the mouth of their fofen^siii or chancell^V; 
the earl pf CaithpefS) ;acqi|itt;ed BothweU of 
the enlarge. The rea&q they give for this tcr 
quittal i§ pretty remarkable. They f;*y tfeatna 
writing, token, or verification, w^s brought 
before them in fupport of the indictment ; nor 
was it even fworp to. In faft, therefore^ Both- 
well w?LS acqpitted by his jury froni all ftifpit 
cion of acceilion to the king'^ murder. 
Heaeftiofit Such was the trial (if any reader will ad« 
^^^ ^ mit it to have bpcn fiich) of Botjiwell for thiS 
horrid ii^urder, Were it ppffible to admit an 
idea of Both^dl being innQc^^t of the charge, 
we could not heiit^te a pigment in pronouncing 
the proceedings to hav^ been juft aad regulari^ 
|is there was not 4 fingle ^vermopt upon oath, 
tending to charge him with the guilt ;j and thq 
very I'eafon fpr putting off the trial at thai; 
time^ \7}iigh wa$ no other than the notoriety 
' of , his crime, might have been urged, witlv 
. f qual elEcacy, months, if 110 1 years, aften On 
the other hand, the convi^ion of his guilt, 
? whicli muft dwell oir the reader's mind, give$ 
a moft fufpicioys fQmpleaiqja to the whole? 
proceeding. There was undoubtedly a flaw ia 
the indictment, which liiuft have proved fatal 
tP ^^P f'?o(ecption, bf caufe Darnlcy was xnur-^ 

^w4 
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dered on the t^itb, infiead of the ninth of a. p, 1567^ 
February, as laid in the indiiftment. From 
this circumfiance it has *bepn alledged, that i£ 
Leno:^^ kad^appeared, aod the fa^.been proved 
upon ;Bothwelly the indi£hnent mnft have been 
quaifaed . I fhall not here enter into the que& 
ticoi, ^whether the miftakc of an! hour, or at 
moft. two, ia the dpad of a winter'^ night, 
would have been fu^cien t to bave fet afide a trial 
of fa great t:onfequence ; : but fuppqiing it had, 
was ]|i4biry to blame for the draught of the in- 
^iclmeat, or thofe officers of fiate and juftioe 
>^ithiB whofip department the management ctf 
the proceedings lay ? Nothing therrfbre Can be 
injore tertain from hifiory, )th^ if there was 
any premeditated coUufion or defign to ac»^ 
quit- Bothwell, it proceeded from Mary's 
enemies, who intended thereby to tuinher, as' 
Will appear in the fequeL 

The ftfcortncfe of the time allowed to the Con^oftf 

the earl of 

earl of Leiiox for preparing evidence is a plau- oaBit«, 
fible objeftion, which may be brought againft 
the proceeding. Before any thing decilive 
can be faid on that head, it ought to be con- 
fidered, whether the law at that time allowed 
forty days notice, as Buchanan pretends, for 
the profecutors to make good the charge. This 
is a difcuffion that belongs to lawyers ; and I 
apprehend, when the *queftion is applied to a 
criminal profetution before the juftice- general, 
|be allegatioQ. muft M\ to the ground. Other 

matters 
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SL x>. 156;, inatt'era of taw fisem to arife on the fame oc« 
cafion. . ArchfaUhop Spotfwdod, after Bucha« 
nan and Knox^ fays^ ^^ Thie caii of Caffils ejs- 
tuied himfelf offering the penalty vhidi \sy the 
law they piy^ that refufe to pafs npim ^Skzc^ 
but could not obtain hiixifelf freed, thd queen 
threatening tO' eoOHilit him: in prifoh; and 
when he ftetoed nothing terf^d thttrewkb^ 
commanding him> under paia of treafdii^ tcr 
f nter ind give his judgment wtdi the reft.'* 
This ia a faft of a pretty extrkbrdinary, and 
Hi4eed tinintcUigiUe, nature. Buchaimi ^yt^r 
|bat the earl of Ckffils offered bt> pay the fbr^ 
ieiture ufa»Uy laid ttpon fhbie whadediixed fit* 
ting m 9tt afii^t. Could tliis forfeifute legally 
exempt hifti from fitting? If it could, what 
occafion had he td - dwad the queen's frowns 
or threats ; os ;bi>w could he be c6mpaBed-ta 
be prefent in a court, w^hofe proceedings hm 
fbrffaw and detefted? if Mary, as ilndonbt* 
; edly flie did, thought that the earl's abftoting 
himielf proceeded from his convidic^ df Both* 
well's guilt, why ibould ihe employ both blaip^ 
diihments and threal^nings, if ihe favdilred the 
accujCed, to force his enemy to fit upo^ his tt^ial f 
Upon the whole, I thinjt this fibry confutes it^ 
felf; and that arohbifli^ Spotfwood, in reia<^^ 
ting it, implicitly followed Knox and Stichar 
nan^ Notwithftanding aU I have ftid, I am. 
far from acquitting Mary of indecency in fuf^ 
fprio|g Bothwell to fit (if he did fit) at the coun- 
cil* 
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cil-board, when the day of his trial was ap- a. t>, 1567. 
pQinted; nor do I think that fht tded with 
propriety in fistaining him about her perfon, 
and in her favour, after he was accufed by the 
c;grl of Lenox of her hufband's nmrder. But 
I Ihall have farther opportunities of examining 
into the fliare ihe had before and after that ca« 
taftrophe. 

On the fourteenth of April, two days after Jj^JJj^ 
Bothwell's acquittal, the parliament of Scot- «««*•• 
land met ; and I perceive that among other 
members were the archbiihop of St. Andrew's^ 
the bifhops of Galloway, Dumblain, Orkney^ 
and the Ifles. The firft feifion was held only 
by commiffion ; but on the fixteenth the queen 
was prefent. -It is remarkable, thsit the prote- 
fiant religion received fo firong an eftablith^ 
ment in this parliament, that in the fubfe- 
qyent parliament held in December by Mary'a 
enemies, it was there declared, that the queen 
had attempted nothing contrary to the date 
of religion, which her majefty found publicly 
and xmiverfally (landing at her arrival, ThiS^ 
however, muft be underftood of the fpiritual 
conftitutious of the church; for we cannot 
perfedly reconcile the fbats which biihops had 
in the legiflature, and the reftorcd jurifdi^on 
of the archbiihop of St Andrew's, cto that de- 
claration "^^ It is therefore furprizing, that 

• 

^ Pr. Robertfon is Cftndid eaoDgh to aAimadiwrtupoath^ qaif* 
t^kju 9f Caldenrood and Spotfwood, (which are indeed very re- 
markable) 
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A.D,is67, archbifhop Spoffwood, after fo pregnant a le& 
timony of the queen's ' fincerity, Ihould fey^ 
that «* in this parliament the commiflioners of 
the church made great inftance for ratifying 
the afts concluded in favour of the true reli- 
gion, yet nothing was obtained.** In this par-^ 
Iiament, the forfeitures of the earls of Hunt- 
ley ai\d Sutherland, with thofe of other gen-* 

tlemen, who had been concerned agai^rft Mary 

' in the battle of Corrichie, were reverfed, on ac-» 
count of the unformality of the fentence^ 
Many grants of lands, places, and offices, were 
ratified to noblemen and gentlemen, particu^ 
larly to the earis of Murray and Morton t but 
one of the moft remarkable acts oif this fefficm 
took ks rife from what had lately happened in 
polling up placades and advertifements, or 
tickets. It is there ordained, that the pcrfon 
who firft met with one f of thofe papers Ihould 

markable) when they mention this a6V \ but he imputes the pafl*' 
ing of it by Mary t6 the influence of Bothwell, who thought it 
might be the means of Hopping the torrent of his unpopularity f 
** for, fays he, to pafs fuch an a6l was utterly inconfiftent with , 
aH the maxims which Mary followed in e^ry other period of^ 
her life,** His fuppofition of a bad motive- for doing a good 
thing is a dangerous principle in hiftory j but .with regard to . 
tiie inconfiftency of the z&, with all the maxims which Mary fol-> 
lowed in every other period of her life> the do6tor*s obfervatioa 
on that head is, I . apprehend, fully confuted by the preceding. 
a6ts of her government, and the folemn affurances fo far back 
as the 3rear 1561, at a time when Bothweli had no influence in 
'* her councils, that ihe would preferve the eftabliihed religioHr 
which was proteftantifm, as (he found it. 
• f trom the fcope of this advertifement, it would appear, that 
the papers complaiBed of were mani^criptf I am not certain, 

whether 
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i^ixAtcxy it J and if it fprcad farther h^ was to ^^^^s^7* 
Xi^fier deathf if it defamed the queen ; and if 
^07 other perfon, to be puniihed by imprifon* 
meat or otherwife, at her pleafure» and ac- 
cordii^ to the rank of the party traduced 
la the fiime parliament, the forfeiture of 009 
Balfour, who had been concerned in cardinal 
Beaton's murder, was repealed^ ' 

Upon the rifing erf the parKament, a ften« ^*gy^ 
paired, which places not only Bothwellf but tbt ^«^* 
chief of the Scotch not^ility^in a moftdeteftablf 
fight, e^en acconiing to its HK>ft favourablf 
i;eprefiBntation* Both well, without quefiion, ys^at 
confcious of his guilt, CK)(^*ithflanding his ac^' 
quittal ; and apprehenfive that f a^fls might com4 
to light, which would bring him to the punifh^ 
ment he deferyed^ Little doubt can be m^€ 
that the managers of his trial, his judges, %nd 
tome of his jury, might dread the confequencei 
of their being confederated with him, if h^ 
was not fupported to the utmoft extenc of his 
timbition, and their machinations. £very 
reader who perufes the dying confeffion o( 
the earl of Morton, which I have already men* 
tiohed, mufi: be fenfible of this, as it cannot 
be fuppofed that he was the only man of cQufe^ 
quence in the kingdom who.m BothwcU wanted 
to affociat< with himfelf in the murder. T9 
have deftroyed Both well without ruining Marfr 

wl^ether the Taws of England ait this time do not fkrour tbe tn^* 
tcntion Of tfab adt, if they ari carried into rigottr* 

Vol. VIL D at 
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^ A^v.ish* ^t the fame timey jcould not have aafwered 
.their, purpofe ; and no method coqld be fo <e^ 
feAual for thait, as by either per fuading or com- 
pelling her to marry him. The truth isr, the 
iiigh favour in which he flood, being then 
^Mt admiral of Scdtland, and lieutenant of 
all the onarcheS) and having lately obtained a 
grant of the caille of Dunbar, »nd feveral largfe 
* eftates and hoi]k>UiPS, gave ;thein no reafon' to 

Ihink that flic would be violently averfc to 
this propofal, provided flie was f urnifced with 
^ decent pretext to comply with it ; an4i in this 
her- conduct was . jtoo unguarded. Bothwell 
therefore drew up a bond, in which the fub-. 
fcribing pfarties fully afiert his innocency, and 
projgaife to fupport him to the utmoil with all 
lihpir : fritndS) and followers, * again ft all who 
fiiould reproach, dishonour, or defame him. 
They likewife bind themfelves-to promote, with 
^1 their inteteft,.»a marriage between the queeii 
and him, and to looku^n all who fiiould op*- 
pofe it as their common enemies* ; The paper? 
itCblf is ,&} full and explicit, and bears fuch 
. evidences of premeditation and pain^-takipg 
in drawing it up, that it would be unfair not 
. tQ.l?i,y )t before the reader in its original word$*, 

"*♦ "We under fubfcryveand underftanding, that although the"^ 
ttobill and mightier lord. James erle Bothwell, lord fl^hs, Creigb-- 
toun, •widL^ddifd^c, great- admirall of Scotland, and lieveten-. 
ii?nt to our foverarie lady ove'r all the marches thairof, being tibt ' 
ojfUye bruitit and calinnniat be placartes priyilie affixit on the 
publick* places of the kirk of Edinburgh, and uther wayes 
fltlahderit be his cvill willaris, and pnvie'cnymeis, as airt and 

^- . pairt 
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PrcviouiJ to this deteftable meafurc. Bo til well a. 0.1^7* 
kad/ in a paper paft^d up in the moft conipin 

pairt of the haya^xtt ttvrthour of the king, the quenes majefn 
ties lait hutband, but alfo be fpeclall letteris fent to her hieaes 
be the erie bf henn&Jt, and delaitit of the famyne cryRie» quha 
in hit letteris efrneftlie defyrit and requyreit the iaid erle JS^thn 
well to be tiyit of the faid. murthuur, jhe be condlgne inqueift 
and affifTe of certane nobithneny his peeares, and utheris baron* 
i|ts ofgud repotatioa, is fund guilties and innocent of ik^ 
odious cry me obje^it to htm, and acquite thairof, conforme to 
tfce lawes of this regime, quha alfo for fardcr trycU of his part,' 
has oiferit him reddie to defend and mantane his innocence, 
conti-air all that will impugne the f^yne be the law of arm'es/ 
and fua bes omittid nothing, for the perfyte tiyell of his accn* 
fajli*ne, that any nobillman of honor, or1>tt the lawes ought tee 
underlye and accompliflie. And wee confiddering the anciencie^ 
and nobiltenes of his houis^ the honorable and guid fervice done 
t>e his predeceilbris, and fpeciatlle himfelffe to oure foverane, and 
for the defence of this her hlenes realme againis the enymei' 
4hairof, and the amytie and friendfbipe quhilk fa lang kP9 per-, 
fcverit betwix4ii» bouis, and everie anc of us, and utheris our 
predeceflbris in particular } and therewithal! feeing how all no^' 
billmen being in reputation, honor and credite with their fove-. 
rane, ar oomonlie fulled to fuftene afweill the vaine brultes of 
the commone people inconftant, as the accufatioune and calum« 
nics of thair adverfers, invyfuU of our place and vocation* 
quhilk we of our dewtie and friendftiip are aftricklt and debt 
bund to reprefs and withstand 1 THAIRFORE obUcs us, and ilk 
ane of us, upon our fiiith and honors, and treuth in our bodies, 
as we are nobillmen, and will anfwerto God, that in cafe hejiv, 
eftiramemanerof perfon orperfones, in quharfu9ieyir manner 
(hall happin to infill farder to the iUander and calumniatioun of, 
the faid eric of Bothwell, as participant, aht or pairt of the faid ; 
hyneous murthour, qiihairof ordinarie juftice hes acquite him, * 
and for the quhilk he hes offerit to do his devoire be the law of ; 
^rmes, in maner abow reherft j wee, and everie ane of us, be 
puffelifes, our kyn, friendis, afllftaris, partakeris, and all that . 
will doc for us, fall tek trew, etfauld, plane and upricht pairt 
with Kim, to the defence and mantenancc of his quarrel!, with 
Dur bodies, heretage, and guids, agains his privie or publick 
calumnyatoris, bypaft or to cum, or onie utheris prefumeand 
onie thing in word or deed to his reproach, dilhonqur, or infa- . 
mJc. MAIROVIR, wcyning arid confiddering the tyme pr^fei^t, . 
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A.i>. tjfip 6ucms part of Edinbufgh, challenged nny pciw 
fon to fight hiitiy v^ho ihould brand him with 
the king's murder. It has been obferved, that 
this challenge was accepted of in another ad^ 
Vertifementy provided the queen of England 
and king of France coutd prevail upon Mary 
to proted: the author and his friends^ and ap« 
point the day and place for the trial by law of 
arms. As thq author of this advertUement is^ 

tnd ho«r our ib?cnme» the q^neoeft iqai|e(tie, is now deftitute of ^ . 
huiband, in the qubilk foUtarie ftate« the coramonweall of this 
vcalme may not pennit her hienef to ooikdnew and iiidiirf» b«t 
lit Ann tyme faor hitBet, in appeiirin<:e» ttity Wincljnut to yitld 
imto a marriage \ and tbaiifore, in caice th^ former afe^lion^ 
ate and4artlie fervi^e of the iaid erle done to her majeftie from 
tynte to tyBie» and hiis vtber gndt qnolitscl and bebarioor, mi^ 
Itiove hcrmajiftie io fair to humble herfelf, as preferring ane of 
her native bom fab)e£tis vnto all fbrrane princif » to tak to hnf- 
band the fidd erie \ nvee, and enrie ane of ua underfubferyve- 
|ind» npoa onr honots and fidelitie, obUet us, and promitts not 
only to {arder, advaunce, and fet fordwardt the marriage^ to be 
lolemnisat and eompleith betwix^ her bienes ai|d the faid noble 
lord) with onr voatia^ connfellf fortifieati0Dn« and afliftance, lA 
word and deidy at fie tyme as it fall pleife her majeftie to think 
\t eonirenienty and how fi>ne the lawes fall leaire it to be done \ 
tmt in eaice onie waM preifiime dire^^Ue or indt|«£llie, opinlie* 
Df tinder quharfumevir colour or pretence, to hinder, hold back, 
or difturb the fame mariage, we &11 in that behall^- eftcime, 
bald and repate the binderaris, adfeHeri«»^-or.diilurbaristha]rof« 
ai oar comoune enimyis and evUl willerisf and notwitbftanding 
thefamyne, tak pairt and fortffie the f:ud eHe to the faid ma* 
liage, fo farr a^ it may pleife onr iaId fovtrane lady to a]i<>w ^ 
and thairm fall fpend and beftow our lyves and gnidis agaipes aU 
that leive or die may, as we fall anfer to God, and upon our 
a#in fidelities and con(cience $ and in caice we doe In the Con- 
trare, nevir to have reputatioun or credits in na tyme heireftir, 
but to be accounted nnworthieand faithlefs tiaytors. In wit- 
lies of the ^bilk, wee have fubfcryveit tfair pre&nts, as follows^ 
Kt Edlnbmrghi the r^thdajr fiif Aprilei the Zezie of God, 1567 
Zeire*^^ 

and 
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^ ■ 

^Ad was, diexii unknawn, it QVght not to Have k. d« i^^ 
been treated with th^ . regard it. h^ inet with 
from hiftoriauft ; Qor was Bothwell (who pro- 
bably fet his name tQ his* adv^rtifement) blame- 
able for. paying no rejgard.to its contents* All 
Ihat can be £Ud with jnftice is^ that his chal- 
lenge was a brayading prologue to thc^ fcene 
that foUcMwdt 

; On the nineteenth of April^ the day on l^^^ 
which the parlian^ent was diflblved, Bothwell 
invited the chief of t^e nobility and prelates 
to an entertainment, at a tatrern kept by one 
Ainflay, where he produced the bond already 
mentioned, and which they either figned, or pro- 
mifed to £gn* A copy c^ jthe bond, ^ pre- 
fjpnted on the . nineteenth, was fent by Head, 
j^uohanan's amanenufis, to iecretary Cecil, 
with the names of thofe who fobfcribed it, or 
rather of thofe who prpmifed to ^bfcribe it, 
according to his meinory^ which proved very 
fallible | for he inferted among the fubfcribers 
the earl of Murray, who was then undoubt- 
edly in France, Next day, however, being the 
twentieth^ (he boiid achially was fubi^pribed by 
the following perfons : the archbiihop of St 
Andrew^s, the biftxops of Aberdeen, Gallo- 
way, Dumbtain, Brechin, Rofs, the Ifles, and 
Orkney ; the carls of Huntley, Argyle, Mor- 
ton, CaiSls, Sutherland, Errol, Crawford, 
Caithnefs, and Rothes ; the lords Boyd, Gla- 
mis^ Rutbveui^ (he was the fon of that Kuth- 

• vcn. 
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J;* 0.1567. ven, who was fo capitally concerned in Rizio's 
murder, and who died* during his exile in the 
north of England) Sempil, Herries, Ogilvie^ 
and Fleming. Such were the fubfcribers to 
this infamous bond^ as appears'frpn^.an attefted 
copy of the fame^by Sir James Balfour, (vrho wa^ 
poffeiTed of the original) : then clerk of the re- 
gifier and council, flill extant in the Scotch- 
college at Paris. This attefied copy was fent 
by him to queen Mary, as appears by a letter' 
from him to her majefty, dated the thirties of 
January 1581, 

Mny wn- ^' ^^^ ^^^ pTctendcd by many writers, and 
die»ted from fome of thcm affeftinff great candour and ten- 
previous dcmcfs for Mary's memory, that the fubfcrip-- 
•fit. tions were obtained by BothwelJ^s planting an 
armed force round the tavern, TJiough this 
might happen on the nineteenth, when the en- 
tertainment 'was given, yet it could not ope-^ 
rate on the twentieth, when the bond was 
figned^. I fhallg however, be candid enough 
not to lay any great ftrefs upon this date, be- 
caufe it may be faid, that fo folemn and funjp-^ 

r I 

tuous an entertainment might have been pro- 

• Dr. Robertfon fajr?, that Bothwell furrounded the houfe 
with armed men 5 and refers for the fa£t to Goodall, the profefled 
advocate for t^je memory of Mary. Had Goodall admitted the 
fa£t, the prefumption muft have been ftrong againft Mary ; but^ 
upon infpecVion, the reference regards a paper given in by the 
carl of Murray, arid Mary*s other profecutors at York, fome 
years after. The credit of that paper, however, muft ftand or 
fall with Mary**s pretended letters and ballads addrefled to the ' 
earl of Bothwell, which I thmk have clearly been proved to be', 
forgeries* 

Jionged 
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longed to the morning of the twentieth, when A,D.x5i7. 
the bond was iigned. NotwithftSLiiding this^ 
1 cannot imagine, that in the niidft of a popu* 
lous capital, a manib detefted as 3otl>weU was 
. by the ' inhabitants, could have overawed fuch 
a number of the nobility, by furrouhding the 
hdufe with two hundred men. As to the other 
means faid to have been made ufe 6f by Both- 
well; by pretending the queen^S confeht, I fhali 
xiot Controvert them. He might even pretend 
that he had a, paper under her hand,: whereby 
ihe gave them licence to agree to the mar* 
liage^; but the inference is fallacious, in fay- 
ing that fuch a paper, really figned by Mary, 
ever adually exifted^ A modern hiftokian fays. Dr. n^batts 
that 'this ftrange coalition muft be confidered 
as the boldeft and moft mafterly ftroke of Both^ 
well's addrefs. I am apt to confider/it as.the 
very reverfe, and that if he employed foree to 
obtain his ends from perfons of fuch oppofite 
principles, interefts, land perfuafiolis; as thofe 
who figried that bond,' he' difcovferfed i him- 
felf'the weakeil politician that ev^r w^s the 
dupe of ambitious hopes. Mnft not'^ the lord 
Hcrries, and others^ who (according to our au- 
thor) faithfully adhered to Mary thrqugh all 
the viciffitudes of fortune, Und: detefted her 
marriage with Bothwell, the motfietit they 
were at liberty, have proclaimed to sill; die 

* See a letter to queen Elizsibeth from her coinmi®oii<$rs sit 
York, the eleventh of Oftober, 1568. 

world 
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AJ>. 15^7. world thit they were frcie from their obligati^ 
om by the bond^ becaufe they were extorted 
by force? Had not thofe fubfcribers who 
were equally Bothwell^s and Mary's enemies^ 
the fame plea to urge ? On the other hand^ 
had Bothwell produced any authority from 
Hary fordihfcribing the bond^ would not her 
friend^ when the contents of it proved fo fatal 
to her^ have pleaded her xoni^t^ if not her 
order^ as an apology for their fubfcribing ? 
The ftroogeft argument, ^ however^ in favour 
of Mary^ arifee from the paper, aUedged to be 
figned .by her^ never having been ji^dicially 
produced by i^er ^profeQUtprs, though, if fuch 
a paper had really exifted, it mail have, even 
With her beft iveU- wiibecs, : becfn fetal to her 
caufe. I flialL ibon have an opportunity of 
refuming this fubjed, and confidering the 
parts that were adid. both by iier and her 
enemiea, 

Murray, » fe^r day$ bef(»t BothwelPs trial, 
obtained leave of the queen to go to France^ 
aiid pafs through England itt hb way. This 
leave of s^ence^ at &> critical a junchire, ia 
by no mtUjA favouraUe to thait opinion of 
firmiiefr, piety, and patriotifm, fqr which he 
had been fo much pelebrated by his admirers^ 
The, earl of Lenox had appeided to Elizabeth 
fi^ juftice' upon his Con's murderers, and for 
her interpofitio^ to obtain a farther day for 
the trial. Elizabeth certainly wrote to Mary. 

for 



O.F S C 0,T L A If Ds a^. 

ipT thjit purpoft, and a copy of a letter writ* A. p. 1567% 
tfiii in Fr^nch^ is ftill extant; but there isfome' 
reafpn tp, t{iink that it did not reach Mary's 
hand till, after Bothw6irs acquittal*.. As to ' 
the earl.ojE Lenox, he went privately by fta %Q 

England* 
The part .which Mary afted after Bothwell Mi/boiiduft 

had obtained the fcanddou^i bond, is the mod 

fufpicious* and the leaf): defenfible, as well as 

the x^o& fatgl, ftep of her conduftv throughout ^ 

her unfortunate life. It receives however ftrong 

alleviations, if we admit, as I can fee no reafon 

to the contrary, that ihe thought the bond 

given. at Ainflay's houfe to contain the real 

fentiments of the fubfcribers, and that Both* 

well, was the only man ia the world who Ihe . 

could entruft with her own and her infant fon's 

fafety. If we are to believe the author of Melr> 

viPs MImoirs, ihe was ine^cufable, even ad-* 

mitting that to be. the cafe f , He tells us, that 

• The letter, according to Cecil, Was dated on the eighth c^ 
April,, and the trial was on the twelfth, I (hall ^dft-^H^re obfervft, 
in corroboration of what I have faid in a former note, that ZiU 
aabcth, in this letter, gives Darnley no higher title thaflf *• mort . 
gentilhomme, the deceafed gentleman." \' ... 

f Mfi Goodall has given hit Veaibns fdr thinking A^^^^ to 
have beena^very improper evidence againft Mary, becau^ bi« 
father was Condemned by the Scotch parliament, in the vpat* 
I54.8, for his treafonable correipondence with the. £ngUih» aivi - ' 
becaufehe introduced Rookelby- to Mary, as well asbecauTetf^ 
adlually had a penfion from Elitabeth. For my own part, thoJH - 
reafons weigh far lefs with mt than the doubta I have expreiSid' T 
before 'concerning the authenticity of thofe Memoirsi and. the 
Inanner in which they were u(hered into the world. I canxi9t:be« 
lieve, fronl the various contradidVions they contain to fbsdfat-i 
(tft hiftorical evM^noes, in matters fuppoi^d to have beeft traniV 
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*« toy lord Hemes, a worthy nobleman, cattle 
to Edinburgh, ;weU accompanied, and told hef 
majefty what reports were going through the 
country of the earl of Bothwell'S murdering 
the king, and how that ihe was to marry him -; 
requefting her majefty moft humbly upon his 
knees to remember her honour and dignity, 
and the fafety of the prince, which all would 
be in daiiger if ihe married the faid earl ; M^ith 
many other great petftiafions, to Ihew the 
utter wreck and inconveniences would be there-, 
by occafioned. Her majefty appeared to woa^ 
der how thefe reports could go abroad, feeing, 
as ihe faid, there was no fuch thiag in hef 
mind/* 

It requires but little knowledge of the Eng- 
lifli tongue not to perceive, that the language 
of the above pafiage could not be that of Sir 
James Melvil, who had fpent his life Between 
the courts of France and Scotland; and the 
£ime obfervation holds good with regard to the 
whole w^rk. But was not that the cafe, the 
moft unanfwerable evidences remain that the 



f^ed hf the a^hor hipfelfy that Sk James Melvil wrote the 
fiiQ^t^V At the fame time, fuppoiing that he did, I cannot think 
Mx^GoodAWt ai^«ments coikcluiive for his being a fpy for, and 
^^ in^ordl o£f Elizabeth. Many pafls^s of the Memoirs are - 
^^ar from being favourable to the memory of that great prin- 
^^, thax they: place h^r cunda^t in an odtoiiSy.and fometimes ri? 
4$ruioiit lights: nether can I fee what end Melvil could propo(e» 
cither in blackening Mary or favouiing Elizabeth, in a w<Nrk 
that fnx>babfty. never was intended for the puMic, of which on« 
copy only it fuj^fed to b^ve been left, which was not printed 
tili ft hundred y$ar9 aftejp the fuppoied author's death. 
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H& here mentioned cannot be true. Hemes^ a. d. 1567. 

tirho was a man of the moft flubl^orn virtue oj^ 

any of Mary's friends^ not only figned the bond 

which attends this, bttt the marriage ^rticles^ 

between her and Bothwell; and he was one 

among others, who thought, at that time, that 

BothweU was ignonmt of Darnley's murder ; 

and that, as xnM appesur by hh after-conduA^ 

it was contrxTed and perpetrated by Murray 

and IM^orton. The fame memoir-writer pre*'. 

teftds that he ^* took his leave of Mary, fear-: 

ing the earl of BothweU ihould gf t i^otice of 

their meeting ; that he had fifty borf« with 

him ; and that he caufed each of them to buy: 

a ftfew fpear at Edinburgh^ and fo rode home." 

Thefe little particularities could not here dei- 

ftrve any noticfc, were it not to prove that Sir > 

J4mes Melvil either could not be the tuthor of 

the paflage, or that he muft have dreamed the 

account he gives, when, in his old age, he was 

compofing hit Memoirs. Can it be imagined^ 

diat a nobleman ihould enter at the head of 

fifty horfe into fuch a town as Edinburgh; that 

he could have a public and a long (for fuch i^ 

muft have been)' audience of her ipajefty ; and: 

then hurry away left ^ the earl of BothweU, 

who was then the fole direAor of the court, 

and upon the fpot, fhould hear of their i^ter* 

view ? A modern hiftorianis fo candid as to P'.R^bcrt- 

ion* 

allowi that Melvil may have committed fome 
miftake with regard tp lord Henies, but that 

£a he 
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A. B. 1567. he could n6t be well miftaken with regard to 
what he himfelf did. I fliould willingly adroit* 
the apology for the miftake, did not the very^ 
particular circumftaoces attending the^ narra^" 
tive, render it almoft impoflible: that it could 
irife from ignorance or inadvertency. ' 

Thtfrw* ]y[elvil next introduces himfelf upon the 
4)fjproTed, ftagc^ as aAiug the fame part hq has afSgned to' 
lord Herries. He mentions f* one Bifhop, a'^ 
Scotchman, who had been- long in England,- 
and was a great perfuader:of many in England*^ 
to favour her majefty's title. He ufed oft to 
write unto my brother and me informations 
and advertifements. At this timoi in his letter 
to me^ he ufed even the like language that nxY 
lord Herries had fpoken, but more freely, be* 
eaufe he was abfent in another country, He 
adjured me to (hew the faid letter unto her 
majefty, declaring how . it was bruited in Eng- 
land that her majefiy was to marry the earl o£ 
Bothwell, who was the murderer of her huf- 
bandy who at prefent had a wife of his own, a 
man full of vice ; which reports he could not 
believe, by;reafon that he judged hc;r majcfty 
to be of far greater knowledge than to commit 
foch a grofs overiight, fo pi:ejudicial every way^ 
to ien jntereft, and th$ noble mark he knew- 
flie fhot at t feeing, if ihe married him, flio 
would lofe the favour of .God, her own r^Ur 
tation, and the hearts of all England, Ireland^ 
git4 S^Qtl^nd, with many othci* difiu^fions an4 

. , *3fample| 
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examples of hiftopy "whijeh would be tedious to a.o.is«7.. 
rchearfe,^ We are ne jrtold that the author 
parried the letter to the queedi who fliewed it 
to Ledington ; that (he told him it was ♦« a de-, 
vice of his own, tending to the wreck of the 
earl of Bothwell ;" and that Ledington faid, 
he <^ had dcme more honeftly than wifely; and 
therefore I pray you (fays he) retire diligently9 
before the earl of.Both\(^elI comes up from his 
dii^ner." We are next entertained with a long 
circumflantial account of his abfconding for 
fear of being aflaflinated by Bothwell, till the. 
queen, with great difficulty and difTatisfadion 
at the latter's condud, obtained his pardon, 
from the imperious regicide. 
. I am fo Angular as to , own, that I think the 
whole of this ftory is penned with the fame 
view as that of lord Hcrries; and that it is 
either a fidion of the pretended author, or an 
interpolation of his copyifts or editors. My rea- 
fon is, that Mary having the folemn acquittal of > 
Bothwell, and the ftrong affociation of her prin- 
cipal nobility in his favour^ lying before her, 
muft be prefumed to believe him innocent of 
her hufband's murder, and to think that they 
were of the fame opinion. I ihall, in confe* 
quence of this fuppofition, admit, that Ihe be* 
gan now to think that the advice given her to 
marry Bothwell, might be politically right. I 
cannot however imagine, that Ihe could have . 
9ny amorous affe£lion for a debauchee of iixty 

years 



JO THE HIST OR Y 

A»ai5«7; years of ag«, who had diffipatcd his fortuiii^ 
in coUFting her mother twenty-four years be- 
fore, and worn out his cohftitution by his 
exGeffes, As it does not appear from any 
pofitive evidence produced by Mary's enemies^ 
ejccepting the blind advertifements already 
mehtioited, and which had been folemnly con-^ 
d^nmed, that flie had an opportunity of know^ 
ing Bothwell's guilt, fituated as ihe was, with 
the papers already mentioned before her ; (he 
muft have been acquitted of any criminality/ 
had flie liftened toik^hat ihe thought wbm the 
free and uninfluenced voice of her nobility; 
It was. therefore neccflary to take from her 
every pretext of ignorance, by inventing tvi^ 
previous warnings given her againft the detefi* 
able marriage *. I muft therefore be of opiniorf 
that MclviPs application to Mary, by Bifhop's 
letter, is a fiction, invented after her miferies 
commenced. I am the more convinced of 
this* as the writer of the Memoirs, who was 
upon the fpot, never could omit, through i^ 
norancc, all mention of the aflbciation in 

* To what I have already faid concerning the authenticity of 
Melvil*s Memoirs, I muft add, that my dovibts extend to every 
pofthumoiif publicAtioh of .the fame kind, when the writing of 
the author is not produced and afcertained. Clarendon and Bur-, 
net fccm to have been fcnfible of this, by configning the manu-. 
fcripts of their pofthumous pubiications to be preierved in the re«. 
pofitorles of learning whic{i are accefTibl^ This, I apprehend, it 
pot the cafe with Whitlock and Ludlow's Memoirs j fo that fcrne- 
doubts ftill hang about the mind as to the fidelity of their editors, 
who certainly were party-men, however unexceptionable tliqr 
might be in their private characters. 

Bothwell's 
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Both well's favour^ though it certainly i?jras ^^••^^f. 
well known to Sir James Melvil, who, in hi^ 
epifile to his fon fays, ^ Had I not more re* 
garded my princefs her intereft than my 
own^ I ihould have accepted the large offerft 
made me by the earl of Bothwell, when he de-^ 
fired me to fubfcribe, with the reft of his fliat«- 
terers, that paper wherein they declared it was 
her majefiy's intereft to marry the faid eari ; but 
1 chofe rather to lay myfelf open to his hatred 
and revenge, whereby I was afterward in peril 
of my life; and tell her majefty, that thofe 
who had fo advifed her, were betrayers of her 
honour for their own felfifli ends, feeing her 
mairy ing a man commonly judged her hu& 
band's murderer, would leave a talh upon her 
name, and give too much ground of jealoufy 
that ihe had cbnfented ta that foul deedf-'' 

f I iun fony that I sun obliged to defcieadiiitQ hidoric^ en* 
ticifm when I treat of tbi$ reign ; but without examining into 
finds, how can they be afctrtained? Syftemaitical writen, who 
fprm their narratives upon former hiftorians^ aiccording to their 
own particular cait of thinking, or ftations in life, are above can- 
vaifing fads, and ta?Ke every thing by the lump 5 but as I differ 
from them, I think the public has a right to require my pArtkUt 
lar reafons for fo doing. 

It may be aiked, what reafon had Sir James Melvil or his 
editors to interpolate any thing that could afperfe Mary, as the 
work did not appear iti piiblick tiir 16S3 f To this I a«fwei> 
that the* Memoirs end at the birth of James the fixth» attd firft of 
England's, ddeft fon, when parties at court, and indeed aJi over 
the nation, were much divided upon the fubicdj fome- tbrough 
opinion, but many more fipom intereft. Even at the time wheii 
the Memoirs were pubUlhed, and to this day, the minds of 
men were and are heated by t)ie names of the hiifcorians who have 
drawn their pens againft Mary's mempry, without ever pretendinf 

to 
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A. D. 1567. But I aril now to return to that part of Mary^S 
condudy which I pronounce to be the moft in- 
defeniible,and which, it muft be acknowledged^ 
carries with it much appearance of intrigue 
apd preconcert, 
Sothweii Bothwell, as being fole lieutenant of the bor*' 

T^^vt^Z dfcrs, never could be at a lofs for a pretext to, 
Pi^/ keep up a body of armed men about his own per- 
fon. A weak man (for he never gave any fpeci- 
mens of abilities in bufinefs) like him, intoxicated 
with vanity and ambition, thought that he was 
now above all law; and we can impute his; 
conduft only to the reluftance which Mary 
might ftill exprefs to giving him her hand in 
marriage. I fliall not pretend that that reluc* 
tance w^s very fevere; but it certainly was 
fuch as fuggefied to him the thought of ofFer*^ 
ing her a gentle force to induce her to acconi* 
plifh his defires. In lefs than two days after 
he had obtained his bond, Mary went to Stir- 
ling to fee her fon, who remained there, under 
the earl of Mar's care. Bothwell took that op- 
portunity of affembling about a thoufand horfe,, 
on pretence of maj^ing an expedition to Lid- 
defdale; but inftead of marching fouthwards, 

to fearch into records for h&s ; and only becaufe Rapin believed 
in De Thou, who was entirely guided by Buchanan, who had a 
palpable intereft, and was well rewarded for defaming her. I 
mighty perhaps, bring this hiftorical genealogy down to mucH 
later times, and (hew how it branches out in tvery department 
of literature, where the idea of Mary is always conne&ed with 
that of an adultrefs and a murderer^ only becaufe il<.has been the 
laihion with popular hiftorian»r t' 
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he ttuptied afide towards the wcli, and, at a a. D. 1567. 
bridge over Almond water, fcarcely a mile 
from Edinburgh, he met her majefty flightly 
attended; and, taking hold of her horfe^s bridle^ 
he carried her, together with the earl of Hunt- 
ley, fecretary Maithnd, and Sir James Melvil^ 
who were of her train, in cuftody to Dunbar^ 
' the reft of her attendants being fuffered to go 
free. As Mary feeips to have made no re* 
fiftance or complaint of the force that was put 
upon her, there is too much reafon to beliei^e 
that ihe was in the coiicert. Melvil next day 
was permitted to go home ; and one captain 
Blackader, who had the cuftody of him, told 
him, that all that had been done was with the 
queen^s confent. 

An obftacle to Bothwell's making Mary his iMkm$ 
wife ftill remained, which required the moft fromhu 
confummate audacity to remove. He had been 
married only fix months before, to the lady 
Jane Oor4onii fifter tQ the earl of Huntley, who 
feems to have been a wife very convenient for 
his purpofe; and I mliil be of opinion that ihe 
and her family were the great infiruments of 
crowning Bpthwell's ambition. Two procefles 
of divorce were adually inftituted before two 
different courts. In the one, which belonged 
to the vrchbiihop of St. Andrews, the^^^ judges 
appoii)ted were, Robert, biibop of Dunkeldf 
Williaiby bilhop of Dumblaiq, Archibald Craw- 
fitrd^ p»f^ of Eggleihan^ John Manderfon, 
VoL^YII. i canoxj. 
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A. 0.1567. canon of the cbUegTatc cliurch of uiintiaiv 

Alexander Cnchtoh an^ George Cook, cahohs 

• of Dunkel^. In this court the ^ivprcc was 

* granted, on account of ibie earl (d£ iBptliwell 
and his countefs being in the foiirth degree of 

' coofanguinity, they not Haying oBtaihecl ^hy 
difpenfation from Home lor tKeir marriage^ 
I obferve, however, on confulting a paper pu^ 
^- J^o^»«*- bliflied by a reyer^nd hiftorian, tliat only two 
of the commiflioners, Crawftird and Mander* 
fon, ^ere prefent inuring tbe procefs, and that 

, Mand<erfon alone pronounced the infamous 
fentence. The otlier was the confi^ftorial court* 
which had be^n eftabliihed by the queen, and t%e 
judges were Mr. Robert Maitland^ Mr. Edward 
Henry fon» Mr. Alexander Sioi) and Mr. Cle* 
tient Little, all of them prote{£ant lawyers* 
In this court the countefs of Bothweli was the 
proiecutor for a divorce from her hujObaind, 
on account of his adultery with One Criwfurd, 

.her fervant; and fentence was acfcordingly pro- 

. nounced in her favour *. 
. We are now to confider. Mary in the l^ht of 
a prifoner, and therefore njjt miftrels of hcrfelf 
or her anions. It is perhaps impoffible fa 
aflign a caufe for Bo^well's aftin?^^ the farce of 
her captivity*, tt; feems to have been the efieds 

. *; It is amatihg that the writer of Melvirs Memoirs (hovldSkyp 
*< I cannot tell how nor by what law he parted with his own 
wife, fifter tbthe carl of Huntley.'' Could fucb a;donbt fall froia 
the pen of Sir Jsunes Melvili fituated as be was at that tiihe ? 
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Qf ignorance and intemperance, nor can it wcU A-d. iih 
be jfupppfcd that it happened without Mary^s ; 
knowledge or co^fent ; and that is a coniidera^ 
tion which renders her bondudt on the occafion 
^or^ inexcufablef be9aufe ihe ought to have 
perfifted in the (Irongeft refentmedt towards a 
man whp ][iad dared to treat her fo audacioufly 
and difrefpei^fully. A little refiedion (bozi 
convinced Bothwell that he had miftaken liis 
meafures. The courts oiF luftice were dubious 
V^hether they could proceed in their ordinary 
|)ufinefs, while their fovereign was a captive; 
We arc told by fome hilloriaAs, that a body o£ 
the npljility met at Stirling, from whence they 
fent a mefiage to Mary, dclfiring to know whe-^ 
ther ihe really was a captive againft her will, ill 
which cafe they would endeavour to fet her at 
liberty; and that her anfwer was, that (he had 
indeed been carried ofF againft her will, but that 
her treatment ever fince had been courteous and 
agreeable. Whether this mefiage and anfwtt 
pafled or not is very immaterial, becaufe Mary*s 
i;onduA, fs it ftands upon record, ^oon difea- 
.vcre4 the fentiments flie had of Bothwell, . Thfe 
writer of Melvil's Memoirs lay^, that whil^ fltc 
jvas in BothwelPs cuftody, a number of noble* 
men and gentlemen ** fiibfcribed a paper,^dQ« 
during that they judged it was Twich the 
t^ueeh's intereft tc? marry Both well, he having 
Irnany friends in Lothian, and upon the bof* 
ders, wKich v^oiild caufe good order td be 

Ft kqpt. 
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A.0.1567. J^ept And then the queen could not but 
marry him, feeing he had raviflied her and 
lain with her againft her will.** This is a: frefli 
inftance how cautioufly thofe Memoirs are to 
be readji as the pretended author betrays fuch 
Ignorance in matters which could not have 
efcaped the real author's obfervation. No 
fecond bond of aflbciation appears upon record, 
nor indeed was any fuch neceilary* 
m^^IISk Bothwcll being apprized of his error, and 
r^*** of the invalidity of any marriage contracted 
with Mary while (he was his prifoner, refolved 
to carry her to Edinburgh, after being ten 
days at Dunb^ir, During the journey ihe had 
the appearance of one at liberty ; but inftead 
of lodging at the paUcc of Holyrood-houfe, he 
led her horfe by the bridle to the caftle, where 
it was found neceflary to finifh what there is 
reafon to believe was but too agreeable to Mary^ 
Being prefented^with the bond that had been 
figfied at Ainflay's, Ihe gave her confent to 
the fame in the following terms, th$ language 
-being fofnewhat moderni^sed : ** The qpeen's 
majelly, having feen and confidered th(; bond 
above written, promifeth^ on the word of a 
princefs, that ihe, nor her fucceffors, fhall 
never impute as crime or ofience to any of 
;the pierfon$ fubfcribers thereof^ their confent 
and fubfcriptioi) to the matter above written 
therein CQpt^ned; nor that they, nor their 
• heirs, flis^U ev^r bp called or accufed there-* 

forej 
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Tore; nor yet the faid confent or fubfcribing a. 0.1567; 
be any derogation or fpot to their honour, or 
they efteemed undutiful fubjeds for doing . 
thereof, notwithftanding whatfoever thing tan 
teod or be alledged in the contrary. In wit* 
neb "it^hereof her majefly hath fubfcribed the 
iame with her own hand.'' 

This confent was the prelude to her deltiiic* ["^^^^ 
tion. BothwelL as foon as it was obtained. j>onof*^« 

' ' banm of 

demanded a publication of the banns of mar* »amagc. 
riage with the queen. It does honour to the spotTwood. 
memory of Mr. Craig, one of the minifters 
of £dinl]!urgh, that he behaved on this occa** 
fion with the fpirit of a primitive confeflbr, in 
the caufe of virtue and chrifUanity. Hd^M^ 
fiifed to publifh the banns ; and when brought 
before the council to give his reafons, he men* 
tioned the precipitate divorce of BotliwoU 
from hi& wife, by coUufion of both parties 4 
his fudden contrad with the queen after that 
divorce ; and the ihame that would attend 
her marrying a man who ftood in the light of 
her raviflier, and was fufpeded of being the 
mvrderer of her hufband* He concluded with * 
an excellent advice to the members of the 
council, that they would endeavour to diffuade 
Jher majefty from fo infamous a conjunftion. 
His reafons and exhortations not having the 
defired effed, he carried them to the jpulpit, 
till, at laft, he was authoritatively enjoined 
iiSoce. 

TKii 
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A.{).i|<^, Thf^oppo^t^on^ ar4 the maaifeil deteftatioiv 
ifl yfkifii tlste marruge wa^ held by the publicj, 
did noK avjiil. ^ ptelate >vas fpu^d bafe 
Cltpu^l) t9 perform for favour, what a prote* 
fifint Qi^nifler had jrefufe^ through confcience. 
This wijifi A^am Bothwell, bifhop of Orkney. 
It was however neceflary^ prcvio^ to the nup? 
tials* the.celejbratio0 of which was fixed to t}ie 
fifteenth p£ May^ that her majeily fliQuld ap- 
pear inj^fv court of feifioi)^ where Jthjc ribb^' 
lity fi^^QMt ]p)diQburjg}| was aflembledy and to 
9iakc the foUawiqg ^eplara^iqn^ v^^icfi, how- 
ever fhwicfijl it may ib^^ho^i^ht to hct ,|ftf- 
mory, is of .too grc9t ipiportance to t|ie trutli 
of hiliory to be poiittod hiere, 

. Edinburgh, Mz^^%i is€f^ 

<^ Thewh^ch day oi^r fovcrejm lady com^ 
pearedp^rfonalty in judgment, ui prefencf of 
ihe lord9» chaQC<sllpr, prefident. and wjholf 
lords of fefiipn underwritten ; that is to fay, 
llcorgc earl pf Huntlcy> lord Gordon and Bar 
dcpoch, chancellor, ^c* , i:everend fathers ip 
God^ John biihop of Rofs, Alexander bifhop / 
of Galloway^ ^d^m bi&op pf Orkney: Mr. 
William 3aillie lord Provand, .prefident, Mr. 
Alexander Dunbar d^an of Murray, Mr. Ro- 
bcrt Mait}and^ dean of Aberdeen, Mr. Dayjd 
Chalmers .cliancellor X)f Rofs, Mr. Arf hi^ald 
CrawfuTd parfon of Eglifliam, Gawyn coin- 
mendator of Kilwinning, Sir James Balfour pf 

Pittendricb, 



•ftVttttdrich, knigixt, clerk of tcgifter, Hicli- a.o. 1567. 

*ard ISlaitiiana of Lfedihgtttn, jdhh Bfelfetid«n ot 

^lidihouH, jiifticfe-clfeA, faiights, WilMaiffa 

iKraiUari^, ydtftfger, dip Lediii^tffi,' fetrtta^ 

1f6 ottr foverfei^h lady, MK Hetity fenlfiayfes of 

ftattiiil; Jblih Gledttaries, abd Mr. Edward fie- 

iierfbh, '4icehtTat in 'the la#s; and atfo iti 

pre(cncc*df John archbiflibp of St. Andrew^s, 

William biihop of Diimbfeih, l)avid eaf 1 df 

Cniwfurd, lord Lindfay, George earl of Caith* 

jitisy John commendator of the abbey of 

Aberbrooth, Alexander commendator of Cul- 

rofs, Hobcirt commeriditbr of St iWafy He, 

*treafurcr, George lord Seton, Robert lord 

Boyd, and Simon Preftori of Craigmiller, 

*knigit, provoft of Edinburgh; being iniformed 

of before, that the lords of fefiion made'fome 

Vlaubt and Hop to fit for adminiftration of ju& 

* ttce^to the liefges of this realm, in refpeft that 

her highnefs was taken and hblden in Dunbar 

'by James earl Bofhwell, lord Halis and Crich- 

ton, and certain others his complices, contrary 

Ho lier majefly's will and mind. And now the 

•queen's inajefty, for declaration of her mind 

therein, has allowed the forefaid lords of 

ielQion for doiog of jiiftice to her highnrefs 

lieges firice the time aforefaid ; and further, . 

has in liKc mannfer declared, and ^^ declares. 

That albeit liftr highnefs was (commdvit) bffejici. 

*"ed for the prefent time of her 'taking, at the f^id 

'^rl«6tllt^ell : and fiiiee,'by'his'goba behavipg 

towards 
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^p. ij(7^ towards her highnds, and having fure kncM^ 
^ ledge of his thankful fervice done by him in 
time paftt and for more thankful (ervice in 
time comings that her highneft ilands con-^ 
tent with the iaid earl, and has forgiveQ, 
and forgives him, and all others^ his com-* 
plices being with him in company at the 
Uine aforefaid, all hatred conceived by her ma- 
jefty for the taking and imprifoning of her at 
the time aforefaid. And alfo declares her ma- 
jefty to be at her freedom and liberty, and is 
minded to promote the faid earl to further ho* 
nours^ for his fervice aforelaid. And Mr. Da-w, 
vid Borthick, procurator for the faid early 
alked inftruments hereof.^' 
Thc<i«Kii . In confequence of the above declaration^ 
to'Slldu Mary created Bothwell, whom we may now 
callJier bridegroom, duke of Orkney, a day 
or two before her marriage. On the fifteenth 
of May, the day appointed fdr their fatal 
nuptials, they were celebrated, according to 
the Reformed manner, in the councU-chani* 
fap, within the palace of Holyrood-houfe,. by 
Adam Bothwell, formerly biihop of Orkney, 
a worthlefs ecclefiaflic, who had renounced his 
epifcopal orders, and had devoted hiinfelf to the^ 
|iew duke. Bothwell's behaviour, after marriage^ 
was brutal beyond belief; and the reflection* 
of the diigrace fhe had brought upon herfelf 
, were fuch» tha^^ Mary was even heard to 
tiureajten to put >a& end to her own lif<^ that 

file 
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ihe might be delircred from bis tyranny, ei* A.D.t5^, 
ther by ftabbidg or drowning lierfelf. If ^urc 
arc to believe t&e writer of MdviFs Memoirs, 
• he iotended to have obtained the cuftody of 
the young pf ince ; but the earl of Mar ref afed 
to deliver him up, withotFt an order from the 
three efiates. BothwelPs i&fiuedce in the go* 

emment, howevet-^ was fo- great, that the 

tri was obliged to confnlt with MclvJl upoti 
!he means of prefer vittg the priirce from the 
land* of his father's iimrderer. Melvil advifed 
him to apply to l&ir Jan^s Baifonr, the gover-- 
nor of Edinburgh caftle tinder Bothwell, wh^ 
had refolved to deprive him of that chsirge, 
becaufe he waii not fo eoi»plete a viBain as hd 
witied him, and had refufed to be, concerned 
in the murder of Darftky. Balfour offered to 
receive and protect the prince, upon eondi-^ 
tion that the laird of Grange (hould defend 
him, if he was afterwards called in qoeflioti 
by the nobility. This was a pretty extraorcR* 
nxry conditkm ; but, whether f he^ faS: was fo 
Or not, it is certain that BothweH did his nt^ 
Hioft to get poffeHon of the princess perfon ; 
and with what view may be eaflly c<»^eftured, 
when We re&eft tfpon his hardened vtFfeiny. 

The form' of the marriage (we ztc told) the The pwyu 
very day it was celebrated, wa* repeated a#-^ mccu, 
tcp the Romajn- catholic ritual, under e^ery 
omen of public deteftation. Not only Eliza^^ 
bctb, bwt the French king had eariieflJy repre- 

Voji.. VIL G fented 
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.A. 0.1567. fentcd to Mary the ihameful circumftance^^ 
and the fatal confequences, of fuch a match. 
Le Croc refufed to be prefent during the nupti- 
als, at which no perfon of credit or charader af- 
fifted. Notwithftanding thofe fymptoms of 
general diflike, Mary was more pitied than 
blamed. Her great fubjeds were confcious to 
themfdves how inftrumental they had been in 
mifleading her. The earls of Huntley and 
Crawford, the lords Fleming, Herries, and 
Boyd, the archbifhop of St. Andrew's, and 
the bifhop of Galloway and others, ftill af- 
iifted at the meetings of the privy-council, 
which met two days after the, marriage. The 
duke of Orkney's name was joined with that 
of Mary in all her public afts ; and one of the 
. firft meafures of the new adminiftration was. a 
revocation paffed . by Mary •* of any writings 
that might have been purchafed from her ma- 
jcfty for permitting any perfonsto ufe the 
old form of religion, becaufe £he intends in- 
violably to maintain the aft publiflied concern- 
ing religion, upon her fafe arrival from France. •' 
During the courfe of the fame month, Wil- 
liam ChiCholm, bifliop of Dumblain, was 
named cmbaffador to France, and furhifhcd 
Mary's in- with a fct of inftruftious, which fome critics 
ftruaiooe. ^jjj hiftorians have admired for their artful 
compofition ; though I can by np means be of 
thdr opinion, as they contain an apology for 
Mary's condud too grofs to feduce the meaneft 

und^erftanding. 
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und^rftanding. This paper even fets out with a. d. 1557. 
a falfliood, that Both well was one of the greateft 
earls of the kingdom, and his family one of 
the firft for reputation, on account of its no* 
bility and antiquity. It then proceeds to a 
heavy, inconfiftent, deduftion of his fervices 
to Mary and her mother, and the great art 
with which he had always conducted himfelf, 
till he procured the hands of all the nobility 
to the paper which authorized him to court 
her for marriage. This is the only allegation 
in thofe famous inftruclions that deferves the 
leaft notice in hiftory ; the reft of them are too 
afFeded and fulfome to admit of an extrad ; 
nor can I think that a woman of Mary's ele- 
gance and good fenfe had any hand in the 
compofition* Sir Robert Melvil, Mary's em- 
bafiador at the court of England, was charged 
with a like fet of inftruftions, but drawn with 
far greater art and addrefs, though compofed, 
in the main, of the fame materials. It is, 
however, of importance to mention, that Mary 
there alledges that Bothwell was acquitted 
both by the laws, and the fenfe of parliament. 
Biihop Lefley, in his Apology for Mary, repeats 
the fame thing ; but, as Mr. Keith very juftly 
obferves, no fuch matter is to be feen in the 
parliamentary records. We can fcarcely ima- 
gine that Mary and her miuifter would have 
averred fo recent a fad to Elizabeth, had not- 
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fome vote, though perhaps &ot re0oided» pafled 
IB Bothweirs favour. 

The iitmoft that th^ warmeft advc^ate for 
Mary can fay on this occafi9B is, that fbc had 
i)p TC^Son to bdievc BothweU guilty of her 
hufband'a Ritirder; and that the opinion of 
hig innocence was abfoluteJy confirmed under 
the hands of the nobility and othera^ who re» 
commended him to her for a hufband. That 
thefe are fafts, is paft contradidion jtior arc they 
to be invalidated by the moft plaiifible conjec- 
tures or furniifes. The misfortunes of Mary at that 
time di^eredt perhaps, from that of aiiy other 
Voman» ever circumilanced like her. She was 
iiirrounded by perfons whofe intereil it was to 
ihut truth oiit, to keep her in the dark, and in 
ignora^nce of all that fhe owed to her dignity 
a^ a queen, or her reputation as a woman. 
They pretended that £he had no (afety but in 
marrying BothweW; and the experience fhe 
had of her people's temper and difpofitions, 
gave too fair a glofs to the illufion ;, though 
iipoQ the whole it f^\x& be admitted^ that her 
q^iBdu^s though not criminal, is indefenfible, 
W to prudence and decency. 

Soon after the confumn^ation of the marri- 
age, the nobility who had been the moft for- 
ward in forcing it upon Mary, entered into at 
fociationa for bringing her hufband to jufiice 
lor I>ariiley'8 murder ; nor do I find that Both- 
well 
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^peil had then a fingle nobleman in Scotland, ^* i>* ^i^i* 
who had the ccmrage to declare in his favour; 
an abnoft incredible proof of the public dege- 
neracy. The fecurity of the young prince be- 
came the faihionable pretext for an afibciation ; 
and the parties were the Carls of Argylc;, Athol, 
Morton^ Mar, Glencaim, the lords Lindfay 
and Boyd ; and, according to fome, the lords ' 

Hume and Semple, with the barons of Tulli- 
bardine and Grange. All the arts of Bothwell 
oould not procure him any higher title than 
that of the duke of Rothfay, though his name 
continued to ftand along with the queen's in 
public difpatches ; and he appeared at her court 
with a moft faftidious pomp, as the fole vehicle 
of all her favours. On the twenty* eighth of 
May two proclamations were iffued for re- 
preffing the robbteries on the caft- borders, by 
which the inhabitants of the counties of For- 
far, Perth, Stirling, Lanerk, Clacmannan, Kin- 
rofs, and Fife, with thofe of the counties of 
Strathern and Menteith, and other places, 
were ordered to attend her majefty for fifteen 
days, in an expedition againft the robbers, 
who are there denominated rebels. Thofe pro* 
claihations being iffued by the advice of her 
dcareft fpoufe James duke of Orkney, gave 
rife to public fufpicion*; and it was imtoedi- 
ately rumoured, that the queen int«ided to 
employ force to the fubverfion of the laws 
agairift her nobility ; and that the iafety of he? 

fon. 
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A. 0,1567. fon, the prince, was moft fhamcfully neglected. 
Mary therefore thought, proper to publifli a de- 
claration, in the ftrongeft terms, of her regard 
to the laws, and the fafety of her fon. I men- 
tion this declaration the rather, as it is aeon-* 
vincing proof of the people's diffatisfaction at 
their queen's marriage; neither can I think, 
that the public fufpicion was groundlefs, tho' 
Mary herfelf might be fincere. 

wbo ef. The affociation againft Bothwell was all this . 

while gaining ftrength ; and the name of a- 
Scotchman, inftead of refped as formerly, be- 
came a term of reproach through all Europe. 
Bothwell was feniible of his danger, and fought 
to avoid it. Even the diffolute court of France 
exprefled an abhorrence of Darnley's murder, 
and the queen's marriage, if we are to believe 
the writer of Melvil's Memoirs, who fays, that 
Le Croc had letters to that purpofe from his 
king to the aflbciated lords. Though I am 
doubtful of this faft, yet it is certain that Both- 
well's unpopularity did as much as his moft 
violent enemies could have expefted. The na- 
tion refo.unded with lampoons and pafquinades, . 
and he muft have been furpri zed with the 
queen in the palace of Holy rood- houfe, had .« 
he not been forewarned of his danger by an un-^ » 
known hand, the earl of Argyle raoft pro- 
bably, who perhaps ftill retained a tendernefs 
for Mary. Their difappointmcnt, far from daunt- . 
ing, rendered. thQ afibciators more united; for 

they 
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they aJQTembled two thoufand horfe, with which A.D.fser, 
they intended to befiege the caftle of Borth- 
wick, from whence the queen and Bothwell 
efcaped to Dunbar, where they were in more 
fecurity. The affociated lords, upon this, 
marched to Edinburgh, where the earl of 
Huntley, the lord Boyd, the archbifhop of St. 
Andrew's, the bifhop of Rofs, and the abbot 
of Kilwinning, who were not of the affocta-^ 
tion, refided. They offered to affift the citi- 
zens in defending the town ; but finding them 
otherwife difpofed, they took refuge in the 
caftle, while the confederates forced open one 
of the city gates, and.publiihed the following 
proclamation : 

Canongatc, June ii, 1567. 

** That whereas the queen's majefty being Prodamt- 

-. ,. "^ tions by the 

cetamed in captivity, was neither able to go- nobiemco. 
vern her realm, nor try the murderer of her hirf- 
band; we of the nobility and council com- 
mand all the fubjecls, fpecially th^ burghers of 
Edinburgh, to alTiit the laid noblemen ' and 
council in delivering the queen, and preferv- 
ing the prince, and in trying and in punifliing 
the king's murderers. And we command the 
lords of feffion, commiffaries, and all other 
judges, to fit and do juftice, according to the 
laws of this realm, notwithfianding any tu- 
mult that may arife in the time of this enter- 
prize : with certification to all who ihall be 

found 



^8 THJIHISTDRT 

A.D.IS67. found a£tin^ contrary to thefe ptoceedingisi 
that they ihall be reputed as fautors of ihe 
fieurefaid murder^ and punilhed as traitors." 

The day after, another proclamation, dated 
from Edinburgh^ to the like purpofe, ^w^s if* 
fued ; but charging Bothwell with an intentioa 
to naurder the young prince. The date of the 
laft proclafiutioh fufiicieatly proves that the 
afibdated lords were then mafters of . Editt-^ 
burgh ; and the records of that city contain a 
kind* of in apology for the citizens adnuttiog 
them inta their community: The deteftation 
n^tich aU ranks and degrees of people enter-^ 
taiircd of Bothwell was eminent on this aca^ 
iion ; but the good opinion they had of Mary^ 
who they thought was under the power of 
witchcraft or illufion, brought great numbers 
to declare in her favour. She was fatally hur- 
ried oin to her perdition by her woi^lhlefs huP 
band ; and inftead of remaining in the ftrong 
caftle of Dunbar, which the aflfociators were int 
no eonditioft of reducing, Ihe moved to*^ 
wards £(&iburgh, at the very time when the 
afibciated lords were in defpatr, preparing to 
fepatfate and! to provide for the^r own fafely. 
QtL Che fourteenth of June fhe arrived witib 
BothweQ at Seton } and next day a proclama*- 
tion was read at the head of her army to the 
ibUowiosg purpo£s : 
prociama- ^ Thait a nturaber of ccmfpirators having dif^ 
MaV/ covered their latent malice borne to her Md 

the 
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the; duke of Orkney her huibaud^^ after they a.u.i$h^ 
had fail^ed in apprehending their perfons at 
-Borthwick, had made a feditiojus prQclamah 
ix6ttj to make pebple believe that they did feek 
the revenge: q£ - t.he murder of the kiiighet 
late fmfband; and the relieving of herfelf out 
of bondage and captivity, pretending that the 
duke her hufband was minded; td invade th? 
jprince her fon ; all which wereialfe and forged 
inventions, none having better caufi; to re^ 
venge the king's death than herfelf, if ihe toxild 
know the authors thereof. And for the duke 
hier prefent hufband, he had ufed all mean^ to 
cleiar his innocency, the ordinary juftice had 
siEbfolved him, and. the efiates of parliament 
approved their proceedings, which they them* 
ielves that made the prefent infurred:ion had 
likiewifS allowed* As alfo he had offered to 
maintain that quarrel againft any gentleman on 
earth undefanied, than which nothing more 
could be required. And as to her aUedg^d 
captivity,' the contrary was known to the 
whole fubjeds, her marriage with hini being s 
publicly contraded and folemnized with theii? 
own * coftfents, as their hand-writs could:* *t:e& 
tify. Albeit to give their treafdn a fair ^W|^ 
they made now a buckler of the prince>heo 
fon, being an infant, and in their handsj 
whereas their intention only was to ovQTthrpjm 
her and her pofterity, that they might rule all 
things at their pleafure, . and without controuU 
L.VoL.>VII. H ' mcnt. 
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4«9. ts^* Vittat Sceiiig therefore hq wilfulncfs, not pM^ 
ticiilMttyy: but very aeceffifcy has forced her t9 
idnCannp fot defence of her life^ is her bofM? 
«as t^ havd llie ai/ffiftance pf ;^U hee fai|JiA4 
iUljfdi ^g^tift thofe iiuBnatural^ rebeli, fo ibt 
dmilited Aot bi^t foch aa were -alreadjr aOem«' 
Uidy WQiild «rith good fae^irts ftoad to her de* 
f Mc«, 4coaiS<toiog' efpecially the goodhefs of 
ker cadGi, p^rnntfing theois ia rcedmpeoce of 
their vsd^MT^vs ferviee^ the landa and {u^ffisffiona 
oB theveliel^, which ibould be dtfirtlmted 9> 
cording Co the merit bf every man."^ 

Nothing coul^ be worfit judged than thitt 
proclamationt which waft diredly againft the 
convfftioQ of the public. Otb^ proolama^ 
tkms are laid to have been ifitiedy promii|qg 
rewards to Aich of her party as Ihould kitt an 

^earl) a lord^ a baron, or a yeoman, accordulg 

to their Ibv^al ranks. Upon the^hole, I am 
inclined to believe, that l^ary had no mannev 
of concern in ther proceediDgs which were aiii» 
thorixed by her name, and that they wero 
rntirely owing to the naadnef^ and ftup{dit]f 
of Bothweil. She had, before ihe caiqfie to 
Seton, been reduced tQ the jipqaiUBtef^ of r acH 
C0iA{>anytng her deteftable huftand in mm^i 
cloatfas. ^either this iodeaemay, nor the* agt 
gravated circiumfiances attending her mairisgei 
could ruin her in the eft^em ef her fubjeds* 
Aa of Cbein agreed in fepjurating her cafe frem 
that of her hufband ; Qor dutft the moft de*t 

■• . tersuvcd 



ether ttAi^&Ati. Asito ^tOme^i thowbiM 
of his ddfitftta^tafr t(y»if(6S^i thritidtog* 2nd 
fiftfitfc, afitf ftcl( jttf; i o6^5r ▼ettnM to %, retn 
derd4 \^ttk €^0 dd^cj^te 10 Mtlryt Het 
atmy k {^d to h»«'e k«fi eMopeiiSd ef abonf 
fbitf tlrdt^/f ftrefl ; bot ihtj werd &ea0ttsfi» 

fate £r«f «stdf6 itotn iJktt of het odiois. fanff 

bsild. tlte atmy 6f thi ;^oeki€ed l«*ds 6jf< M»rruf. 
elided htfs kt diki^ii if Mt- in muD&dfs^ feu>^ 
«idtiWel^fii6dfr6ittEdfeahifg&withjrftofy '*^'* 
ef (ffot^otlisf. 9^6 tdidit tip in idvantageoot 
gfdtltid ^t C*r}iettf Hilty «b6u< &( fniltt ttftkd 
i0[ 6{ het cspitUt i but &6 tSBly hw Hiatt hei 
fm£[ff«& WM to tre'attj aird not to ifight Li 
CtM, the tttnch. eitibaffitdor^ toterpofedy and 
jtfof^fed tcfntts 6f a!c(io«IHM>datioB^ being xBct* 
p(mef6d to dlfiit a Mi p!ttd<m td tkt affociaEtesi 
foriis. A ptrSeSt idei may be foftaedc^ the 
pffftdples oft xthieh b<f etf^&ieir proceeded» 
&y t&£ r«c<fptlon <Sf te^ Code's mediatisir. 
"tlW fiir! of MortOA, Who t^ pri*y to Irer. 
buiband's itiufder, tooK the teord kl' t^ negow 
fiafidii, anfd iAMied vip&(t fi«p «faj«fty giving 
tfp' BothtPtifl to ^bHc )tffticev Tile ead of * 

fitf«:atif^ vttit6ttki6!&i of the guiiey gaAMtiir 

idyiedf ^ W6 aoK i^<$e co'fiM hMfV fo «Ht p«fidott 
fbr ^ o£Si!iftce-<rtf KavV- (ft»$e,~tn( radMr t* 

H« Le 
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A. D. ts6f. £<e Croc faw that, all negotiation mu^ be inef^ 
fcAvLzlf and deified. Notwithftanding that, 
the aflbciated lords pr^ferved a wonderful mo- 
deration. Sir William Kirkaldy made a cir-^^ 
coit round the eminence where Mary's wm% 
was encamped, and with two hundred horfe 
cut off all poffibility of BothweH's efcaping to 
Dunbar. Her excellent fenfe, by this timen 
convinced her of Bpthwell's profligacy and 
incapacity. She defired to fpeak with Kir-^ 
kaldy, who made great profefiions of his, and 
his party's, duty towards her majefty ; but pre-* 
vioufly infilled upon her giving up the mur« 
derer of her hufband. Bothwell^^ or more 
properly fpeaking the duke of Orkney, over- 
hearing this propofal, offered to fight any of 
iiis enemies in fingle combat Kirkaldy, thq 
baron of TuUibardine, and lord Lindfay, of- 
fered to accept the challenge ; but M^ry, who 
at that time had undoubtedly conceived a 
true idea of her own unfortunate fituation^ 
prevented the combat. She faw the inclinati* 
ons of her people, and difmiffed the wretch 
who had been the author of her ruin. 
Kerharfli l^irkaldy having obtained leave of his party 
treatment, ^^ JjqJj ^ conference with Mary, made the 
ftrongeft profeffions of their duty and loyalty 
towards her majefty. She, accepted of the 
terms ; but what they were does not clearly 
appear. If we are to believe the writer . of 
lildvil's Mamoirn, tliey agreed to receive th^ 
• • . , 4^eeii 
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^neen as their fovereign) provided fee would a, 0.15^ 
difcard Both well, (who a,cc<irdingIy^;(llopped 

m 

off the. field) and govern her people by the 
;^dvice of her nobility. According to the re- ' GmM^ 
prefentajtion of her QommiiSoners» which beara t«»/**^ . . 
great appearance of truth, and^ indeed^ nevei) 
was contradi^ed, they plight eafily J^ave fe*: 
€ure4 3oth well ; but Kirkaldy defired liicp ta 
mak? the beil of his way, and promifed that 
npne Ihould pxirfue him. . He accordingly rode 
off, in fight of both armies, without molefta* 
tipn or purfuit. Upon the return of Kirkaldy^ 
to the fpot wher^ Mary was, ^< Laird of Grange 
(faid Ihe), I render myfelf unto you upon the 
conditions reheatfed to me in the name of the 
lojrds." She then firetched forth her hand, ^ 
which ht kified, and led her horfe down the 
hill towards the afibciated lords, who received 
her with the moft profound refped. MortoQ« 
in particular, promifed that they would all 
honour, fcrve, and obey her, as much as the 
mod loyal of their anceftors had their kings, 
iSome of the common people offering to infialt 
her, Kirkaldy, and other officers of quality^ 
drew, their fwprds,. and proteded her with the 
;^probation of all . the beads of their party, 
{(uchapan, in relating this event, infinuatcs as 
if Bothwell's efcape had been favoured by 
^ary; but he isiqconfiftent in his relation; 
;ind it is plain, from the fituation of both ar* 
jniesji had the affogiated lords been in earneft, 

they 
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iight to Biinbar, the tiAy flMt^hete he iMIA 

upon i«r ^ W&^d Mary utiyed at ^e slfibekted €titip^^ 
£dioUb< flie dMkdie^ «htt lords a i^ieeeh to mASfm iSkem; 
Ubikt &€ bad put herfelf ift tbeir hakfidA dtaff fd 
avoid the 1»lood&€d tff bar fubj^dt ; ^Md tboot 
leveft in fbe evening die eitttred j^dmbofigii.' 
Here (hekettc was tooft difmally rerttrferf. ITitf 
eomtnctt people feemed to lorget ti6t dtrff AilSt 
file 1^219 tbetr qneeiir^ but a wotiiatt. Ji» iki 
went along the ftreetfrj the moft bftreif ditccwi 
ticms nf ere poured f^rth agaittft her 'r ^ttti H 
nt^s twth dMIcuIfy that Ikr perfoft ^^xrn^ peo^ 
felled fipom ^iolcftfce. It was^ in ^^kt tb« Ift^ 
appealed to the rtobHif y aadf the gtfards \f ftfoft 
farrotofldcd her, and dcfired to becafrietf td 
Jrer crmi palace ; for no tepttd was paid her; 
and Ifee was &ut up in the hoirfc <y( a crottrnxdit 
bargher. She remontfrated to the lotdi ripcMt 
tiris treatment ; and obtaining no redf efs, fhtf 
bf oke (mt into reproaches at their perlSrfy aiia 
Jn^atitucfc. She employed Maftfand, her fe- 
cretary, to tallc with them ; and fee otferetif td 
eail a parlfament, and to fubmit every things 
as ite had promiferf, to the fenfe* 6( her licM^ 
Kty ; bot all her proraifcs were to ito purpofd 
When fte mfe next day, Ae behefd ad her ^in^ 
cJow a white flag, tn which was delineated tfttf 
£gure of the late king, lying dcD2fd tjrfder i 
trcti with the^ young priiite, his fon, on hh 

knees. 
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kmti^9 iixd a label from liis mont^ cpiittintiig ^^* '5^< 
t^0 words, f< Judge and revenge my caufe, O 
iMti? ;Ti¥( fig^ of tlm hsx^Wp Mtd of the 
roiiaii g^ivrdfi foixonndnig the ]ioufe# got due 
brttfir* <tf the ipiiit; vhich Mary b»d hitfaortQ 
esorleiL v^Jihe burft into tears, and made at 
flK»ft alfeffi&g appeal to the dtitens for relief 
igaiufi^ ^ traitors ' who J^ad her in cufiody* 
ThiE pathetic addrefis, enforced by the powers 
fyd idcb^enc^ g£ ^orrow^ had fo wondiprful aa 
%tb^ that it tvimfid the tide of pop^r af« 
fofUoaift her faYOWf:«|po« whigb the lordi 
thoiight t)roper to Mfvme their diiln»ilatioo# 
aild they carried httv with .great ihew of re^ 
fpiA,it0 her o^n palace of Holyrood-houie. she it rem 
Mary^ vitiiont receding on their dcfign# made p^^^ <«* 
t6gm\ to the people that ihe was :f^tts£ed> Lockkvoi. 
inpotx vhich they £(^x!atedt No fooneiif did 
flie reKch the palace than they li^, cc»tfii)^ 
tationaifi what manner to dii^ofe Of her per<> 
Am J jind it was at lafirefolvedtp^fei^ Ja^v pri? 
&oer to Lochleven; a.caftle ftanding ia th^ 
V>id^ of a lake» and in th$ poflei^uHi q§ 
thofe vhcife intereft it w^ that ftte fkoiM not 
ff»p«. 

Mmtay'^ «^ather» wlw> had beim married to 
Dofiglaa. pf Xoditeven, was th^ xniftrefe of 
this fcH^^iUce (as it was very properly caUed)* 
Tbifiilady bad always £hfwn a particplar en^ ' 
m!^ tff Mary» and had at timea pretended 

that.) ib« had beeii la.wfiiUy m^ripied to Jaine# 

the 
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£LV.ts€7. $he fifch ;iaad ccmfeqiieatly: that her Ibiry "di^ 
carl of Murray, was the tru^ heir of the kifig^i 
dom; The lord Lind)Giy^» lady wzslier dhitfgfai 
ter by her ma triage \^ith Dougbs, l^ho wHi 
the appaf ent heir to ^ the £arl of Morton^ to 
whofe eftate his family^ afterward&ifudattiledl 
All th^fiiy and maiiy other, cann^iobs rc«i^ 
dered thi^ lady the moft proper jailoi^ fUr th« 
unfortunate queen. . To colour this atrpciou^ 
zA of rebellion and perfidy, they pretenxlisd 
that they intercepted a letter written by hei^ 
to Bbthwell, in which flie promifed aever tcf 
abandon hina, though they might fete*, foaus 
time be feparated. i It^^-'^uadbubtedly was \hc 
, . , iutereft of. the confpirators :^ to pretend that 
Mary did writfe futh a letter ; but had ifbe ^siUy 
done it, is'^it to be imagined that thefy^ would' 
Bot have publifhed it for their own vindica^' 
Art»»f her tioD ? In like maiiuer they gave otlt, that fliie'^ 
bbckea appeared fo extravagantly fond bf'BdthW^Il;' 
that flie ' ^riffered' to leave the kingdom, pro^" 
Videdflie- could enjoy his company as a private* 
woman ; but even' thi« report is of their owri' 
raifing, andrefts upon their authority* Thtog-^' 
morton, it is true, who was fent by Elizabeth 
to confer with Mary, iii -one of his V^ifpiaitches 
intimates, th^ui the con^irators ivere afraid of 
being in a^ perpetual ftiite of warfare, on ac-^ 
count of the affeftioh 4he ftill bore to &6tb- 
weU; but he knew thii only from thd itrf<if-J 
matiojQ of the confpirators, and Mary'« com* 

miffioners 
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iniiEoners afterwards flatly, contradidfid their ^*^*^s^7t 
reports. The only foundation ^they feem to 
have had^ wasra tendeme&Mary:|iad' for her 
own reputatSon^ > becaufe ihe ims^ined that 
ihe was feven weeks gone with child ; but 
Throgmotton 4oes not pretend he had even: 
that circumftance from her otv^n mouth; 
Admitting, however, that Mary had corrc* 
fponded with Bothwell after his flight, is it 
furpri zing that (he &ould endeavour to avail 
herfelf of his affiftance to regain her liberty^ 
as (h6 found the terms upon which ^e had fur« 
rendered, fo grofly violated ? ^ I 

On the fixteenth of June, .the earls of Mor- rcfen'sii 
ton, Athol, MaTj and Glenqairn, the lords '^***' 
Huthven, Hume, Lindfay, Semple, with fe« 
veral other barons and gentlemen of their 
party, fent an order for William Douglas ' of 
Lochleven to receive and detain within his 
fortalice and place the body of the queen, till 
the niUrder of her huiband could be tried, 
Kirkaldy refented in pretty warm terms this 
treatment of Mary, which was fo contrary to 
the negotiation he had concluded with her by 
their order. When they objected her attach* 
ment to Bothwell, he replied, ^* that it was ho 
wonder if as yet fh^ gave him a few fair 
words; and that h€ would undertake, if they 
behaved to her with a becoming refpeft and 
tendernefs, and reprefented Bothwell in the odi* 
dus light he deferved, flie would .abandon and 

Vol. -VII. I deteft 
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A.D.J567. detcfi him in a few days/' The confpiratorf 
gave ICirlifakly no IktisfaAson on this, head; 
and the writer of Melvil's Memoirs fays, thai 
they produced the intercepted letter, which 
alone prevented his coming to an open iNreach 
with the party. I have already explained the 
credit due to thofe Mesnoirs ; hut I cannot 
eafily conceive that fuch a letter (if they 
did produce it) was of Mary's writii^, be(:^ufQ 
nothing can be more c^ta^n, as aftcrv^ards ap? 
peared, than that many of her enemies, or theif 
dependeiUs, knew how to counterfeit hef 
hand* 
A party jjcr caotivitv CQutinuing, Ihe wrote an^ex- 

formed 111 * ' . 1 t 1 « r 

hcrfawiir. poftuutory letter to Kirkaluy, the contents of 
which the reader may eaiily conceive* He ant 
fwered her in very plain terms ; and exhorted 
her to abdiih from her mind aU tendii^n/^i^ 
and partiality for fuch a monfter as J5othweU>, 
whofc lawfial wife Ihe could not he. Uppq 
the receipt of this letter, Mary is fai4 t.Q h%v^ 
wept bittCTly. The bifhop of Rofs^ in his Apo^ 
logy for her, fays, that ihe was committed tQ 
%hc care of the lords Ruthven and Lindfay ; 
the latter a man of a character remarkably brut 
tal, who carried her in. the night, ip difguifi? 
and homely apparel, to Lochleven, ?y this 
time, her diftreiSes had touched the minds of 
ipfiany of her fubjecte ; and among others, tha 
lords of Seton, Yefter, and Borthwick; the 
barQUS of .Waughton, J^afs, prmifton, Wed^ 
; . . derburn. 
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AbtbvLrhf Blackader^ and Langton. Thofe no- ^•^* •5^^ 
blemen and gentlemen -are (aid to have afiem- 
bled a ptetty c6niid(erabte force, and narrowly 
tniifed rfefcuing Mary in her journey to Ldch^ 
kveh. She now faw the reafoh of their pre^ 
tended tendernefe, in indulging her with 
her oWh palace; and that they ivould hare 
foilnd it i ihatter of great diflkulty to hzvi 
carried her out of her capital, where the infaa« 
bitants deplored her fate^ and were every hour 
r^tui'niog io their alkgiahce. 

On the very day that the conspirators figned A" ^'^r 
Mary's comntitment, they fubfcribed ?in affocia^' her and 
tlon, or bond* for refcuing her Out of the hand. ^""^ 
6( Bothwell, (fhe meaning of which expfef* 
fion is difficult, if hot ittipofflMe, tb under- 
&itid) and icft bridging bim to putiifiiittent for 
Darnley^b murder, and th^ ftirce he had dfJ 
ifited to the queen. Soofi silFt^r this afitociaiidtt 
«^as fignedj afcardh was made through the city 
of ildiEfbtifgh ibr certain perfons, who Ifrerd 
Ai{][>e£ted of being concerned in the king^sr 
flmurder. Sebaftiah, a Freiichnian, who had 
ht^n named in the tickets of idvertifementsr 
aboVementioned, and cohfequeiitly wis a capi-« 
tal objeft for puniflifaicnt, was taken; but 
found means to make his efcape. Captaitt Ketdi,p. 
William Blackader, Jameft Edmondftoun, John ^*'7. 
Blackadcr, atid one Frafer, w'ere Kkewife ap- 
prehended, and ordeted to be ptit t6 the tor- 
ture. They afterwards futfefed deith ; but wer' 

la know 
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A.D.1J67. jcaow of no. coiifcfSqn they, made which could 
prove Mary to have the leaft foreknowledge of 
Hiftoryof her hufbahd's murder. One Hal^eifliy a fer- 
fiivcr box, vant of Bothwell^ wtts Apprehended ^ at the 
Z^ ^^"' fame time, and along with him the famous fil- 
j^f2i«u^* ver box, coi:itaining the love letters and fon- 
*"•' tiets pretended to have been fcnt by Mary to 

Both well, all which were published by Bucha-? 
nan in- his DeteAion, prefaced by the follow- 
ing memorandum : ^ That in the caftle of 
Edinburgh there was left by the earlvQf Both- 
' ivdl, before his flying away, and was fent for 
/ by one George Dalgleilh, his . fervant, who 
w^s taken by the e^rl of Mortpn, one fmali 
gilt co£Fer, hot fully one foot long, garniflied 
in fundry places with the, Ronian letter F, unr 
djcr a king's crown ; i^i^herein wer^ certain tet- 
ters and Writings well kao)vn, and by oath$ 
to be affirmed to hav^e beeq written with, the 
queen o£ Scots own hand to the earl." The 
letters contained in this box, M^hfch I (hallofr 
ten have opcafjion to mention, are faid to have, 
beep eight in numbef, befides the Ipve-fongs^ 
i^nd the, whole written in French. The fame 
box is like wife, faid to have contained a pro- 
mifc of mifrriage. made to thp queen by Bptl^- 
well 
>rocee4. The affpci^ted lords, ever fince tbe imprifonr 

Wcoun. SHfJ^nt of Mary, tp give fomq confiftency tq 
^» their proceedings, called themfelves the lord^ 

Cf the fecfet council Their firft meeting, a§ 

fuch. 
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ffOLch, was on the twenty-firft of Jun^; but iii^ a, d. 1567. 
fiead of concerting any meafures for bringing 
Bothwell to juftice, they pafled an act, com- 
manding all the lords of feffion, and the law- 
yers of every denomination, to repair to Edin- 
burgh, where they were to proceed in the due 
and uifual adminiftratibn of juftice, with cer- 
tification, that if they abfent themfelves, they 
ihairbe efteemed as partakers wjththe^ authors 
of the king's nturder, aiidpuniflied accord- 
ingly. By another aft of the fame date, all 
clients who had any fuits depending upon the 
courts of law, were like wife ordered to repair 
to Edinburgh. From thofe two afts it is 
plain, that the lawyers, and the fubjefts in 
general, as had happened in the cafe of Rizio's 
murder, did not think themfelves at liberty to 
proceed in the ordinary courts of juftice, while 
^heir fovereign was under conftraint ; a fcru- 
ple, which was of the higheft importance 
for the new government to remove. 

It has been admitted by thofe who are the ^o^f** 

*»P0** Ma- 
in oft unfavourable to Mary's memory, that had >7'« pia^cv 

ihe remained^ without marching towards Edin- uuijewcii. 
I^urgh, in the caftle of Dunbar, and kept pof- 
feilion of that, and other forts, the ailociation 
^gainft her muft have been daflied in pieces, 
for want of being fupported by arms, ammu« 
i^ition, and money. Mary had trufted too 
ipuch to the fuccefs which had always; attended 
Ijer, when Ihe took the field in perfon, with- 
out 
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A. D. 1367, out being acquainted with the g^n^ral . 4eUfia* 
tion of her fubjeds towards her hufband. Sh<. 
faw this when it was too late ; but her enedfiiei 
refolved to avail themfelves of htt miftakea 
and their own good fortune. They feia&ed 
upon all her rich furniture withio the palace 
of liolyrood-hojife> as well a& upon her j«wck 
and plate. Her cupboard of the latter amount* 
ed to the weight of fixteen ftotiCi or two hua*-: 
dred and fifty-fix pounds weight of .filirery 
which they coined into . ready money, ind 
which, I fuppofe, was e^cclufive of her gold 
plate, and the font that hid been fent her ftom^ 
England. The furniture and ornaments of her 
chapel were demolifhed by. the earl of QUti* 
cairn and his fervants, without any order from 
the fecret council. This a£b of zeal was faf 
from meeting with the approbation of the 
affociated lords, and the queen's pai'ty mil(l 
have prevailed, had not her adverfaries been 
armed with her own money. 
A tdtKtioii Knox, the preacher, and his brethren w^re 
M it fiiu, employed to retrieve their popularity. Maty's* 
friends aflembled at Hamilton, :Where th^y 
made a formidabk appearance. To draw th^m 
to Edinburgh, and tp bring about, if pofiible,' 
^ coalition between them and the affociators,' 
Knox and three pf his brethren carried itich 
them an invitation from the afiembly of the 
kirk, that they would repair to Edinburgh, 
^nd ailift in th^ir proceedings 00 the twentieth^ 
erf July. 
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This lAvication had not the defired effeft* a.i^.iss^ 
The earls of Argyk and Huntley had defeited 
the aflbciators, and joined with the alFembly at 
Hamilton; and the general anfiyer returneck 
was, that they did not think themf<^es^ £ife 
to tnilk t*heir perfons withiii the walls of Edis* 
boFgl}. It ia uncertain where Bothwell refided 
all this time; but, ten days, and no fooner, after 
his cfcape Item Carberry-hill, the caftle of 
Dunbar was fammoned by the lords of the 
fecret council to furpender, and a reward of a 
thoufand qrowns was fet lipon his head. It ia 
probable, from Ibipe reniainitig fragments ol 
the council's proceedings, that he efcaped north* 
wards by {ea ; and that, after lurking foj fome 
time with his friend the bi(hop of Murray, at 
his houle at Spynie^ he went to the Orkneys* 
U was, I fiippofe, foon after this that KirkaMy 
fitted outr two ihips, with which he fet £»! i» 
parfuit of Bothwell, whom he would have 
tak^n, had not his too great eageme&ran^ the 
&ipi Mihich'carried himfelf, upon afiiQal'of iand. 
This gave Bothwell an opportunity of efcaping 
to Denmark; but Kirkaldy took his fliips ahd 
his £ervants, who gave new lights into Darft* 
ley's mucder, and brought them prifoners t^ 
£diaburgh^. 

. • 9r. R<4?ertj|qi^ in his HUlor/y undoubtedlf ought to baTft 
inen;tio)ied the tortures which were inili^ed upon ttiofe who wei'i^ 
executed on account of Darnley's murder; which are of tlie ut- 
moft import»iu»; in this csife. 

The 
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A.0. »5^ jjj^ queen of England Wa^ not idle during 
this revolution in Scotland, Candour mu-ff 
acquit her of having any hand in the calamities 
of Mary, but perhaps ihe was not entirely 
hearty in her profeffibns pf ferving her. As 
ufualj her conduft was artful and plaufible^ 
but ftiU with an eye to her own intcreft; and 
flie employed Throgroorton, who was now 
fully reconciled to Leicefter^ to go ashermi- 
nifter to Scotland. If &e gave that minifter 
no other inftruclions than what have come to 
our hands among Throgmorton's papers, her 
mediation was not only proper, but praife-wor-;^ 
thy. He received his inftrudions on the thirti- 
eth of June, and was ordered to promi£e Mary 
all her, good offices in reftoring her to her 
liberty ; but he wa$ like wife to expoftu- 
late freely with her upon the errors of her 
condu&. : As I think fome writers, warm ad- 
vocates for Mary, have mifreprefented Eliza- 
beth's conduct on the occafipn, I fhall give part 
of Throgmorton's inflrudions in her own 
words. 
7hfo^iB«r. €€ Now at the laft,. (fays flie) this mifchief 
ftraaioni. that hath followed in the end, aftier all thefes 
hath fiirred up in us a new altera^tion and paf^ 
fion of ourinind, and hath fo encreafed and 
doubled our former forrow and grief of mind. 
Behold, fuddenly, the raifing an inteftine trou- 
ble, in manner of war, betwixt her and her 
nobility and fubjecls, wherein finjding her to 

have 
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have light into fuch hard terms, that ihe is A.P'f$$7i 
reftrained by her nobility and fubjeds ?is we 
hear from her liberty, our ilomach fp prpyok- 
ed, we have changed our former intention of 
filence and forbearing to deal in h^r caufes; 
firft, to an inward commiferation of her, ou^ 
fifter, for this laft calamity; and next, to si 
determination to aid and relieve her by all pof-^ 
fible means for the recovering of her to her U*: 
berty, and not to fuffer her, being by God'5 ' 
ordinance the prince and foverdgn, to be ia 
fubjedion to them that by nati^te ^nd law ^^ 
fubjefted to her. For which very purpofe,^ 
you fliall iay, we have fent you, at this time^ 
to underfland truly her eftate, and the whplQ 
manner how the fame has happened ; ^^d tp 
confer with, her what may be thought meet for 
us, as her fifter and next neighbour,, to do for 
her, be it by counfel, force, or otherwife ; and 
therefore you fhall require her to impart to 
you, that which indeed flie can require of us 
in honour to be done for her, to bring her to 
liberty, and her realm to concord and ipiward 
peace; and fo doing you Ihall affure hpr we 
will do as much for her (the circumftances o£ 
her cafe confidered) as flie were our very na* 
tural fifter or only daughter. And at the 
hearing of her declaration, you fliall require* 
her to bear with you, if, according to our di^ 
reftion, you do declare alfo unto her where* 
with her nobility and fubjed; charge her; and. 
VpL. VII. K • iQ 
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A. 0,15^7. fo you fliall orderly make full declaration 
thiereof; adding therewith, that your meaning 
is not to cncreafe her calamities, but to the 
end, upon the truth known, her fubjefts may 
be duly reprehended and correfted for things 
unduly laid to her charge: and in other things, 
wherein her fault and overfight cannot be 
avpided, or well covered, the dealing thereid 
and order thereof may be with wifdom and 
policy ib ufed krid tempered, as her honour 
Aay be flayed from utter ruin, and her ftati 
recovered with fome better accord to follow 
her and her fubjefts.'^ 

Throgmortohistheninftrutfted to expoftulatc 
With Mary's fubjecls, and to threaten to force 
them to fet her at liberty, if they refufed to 
do it of their own accord. He is ordered at 
the fame time to lay before Mary the failures 
of her government, and to pdSfuade her to 
proceed with caution and lenity in matter* of 
ftate, but with inflexible feverity in punifhlng 
the death of her hufband, who, as Elizabeth 
fays, was the firft prince of her blood. She 
Obferves, that if Mary Ihould difcoveir any 
backwardnefs in this purfuit of juftice, it will 
be confidered by her, and all the world, a^ a 
prefumption of her guilt. She next inftrufted 
Throgmorton to deal with Mary to fend her 
fon into England to be educated, and to oflFer 
fufficient hoftages for his fafety; and fee con- 
cludes by giving him to underftand, that her 

true 
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tarud meaning was, that he was in her name to A. v, 1567* 

diiapprove of the proceedings againft her, and 

her imprifonment ; but that flic approved of 

the noblemen who had taken the field to Inring 

the murderers to juflice; and. that though b0 

was to labour for her deliverance^, yet it was 

to be in fuch a manner as that they fliould be 

in no danger from Mary's refcntment 

Throgmorton had another fet of infiruftions and plan for 
to dired him in negociating with the a£bciated icoxuL. . 
lords. He agreed with them as to the ex? 
pediency of enquiring into, the murder of 
Darnley, and punilhing its authors^ and like- 
wife for fecuring the fafety of the young prince* 
He offered the mediation of his mifirefs be? 
tween Mary and her nobility, and to do. aU 
he could to procure them a reafonable fatis* 
faction from their fovereign, but ftill upon th^ 
condition of her being immediately reftored to 
liberty. ** For ((aid Elizabeth) though we 
will not deny that flie may be charged with 
fome defaults and overfights, yet we take it 
not to be appertaining to fubje&s, in fuch t| 
manner, to reform their prince, but otherwiiie 
to deal by advice and counfel, aqd failing 
hereof to leave the reft to almighty God." 
Throgmorton was then to endeavour all ha 
ceuld to know what propofitions had bee^ 
made by the court of France during the late 
difiradions, and to convince the lords how 
much more preferable her frieodihip was tq 

K2 that 



eg TM i: H 1 S T R t 

A. 0*1567; that of the French. He was next to produced 
a paper of propofals from Elizabeth for recon- 
ciling the two parties. The queen to be fet at 
Hbefty was the fubftance of the firft article. 
Mary was to be made fenfible of Bothwell's 
guilty and a divorce was immediately to fol- 
low, while Ihe was to give commiflion to cer- 
tain noblemen for proceeding againft Both-i 
well abd his accomplices. A parliament was 
to be aiTembled, and a general peace proclaim- 
ed. The cafUes of Dunbar and Dumbarton 
Were, by Mary, to be committed to two noble- 
men who were not participant with Bothwell 
in his crimes, and who were to give fecurity 
to the prince's tutors not to admit Bothwell 
or any foreigner within their charges. The 
queen was to difpofe of all the great offices in 
the kingdom by the advice of her council, 
^he fucceffion to the crown was to be eftablilh- 
td according to the laft ad of parliament, as 
was the proteftant religion, only with an ex* 
teption to the queen's own perfon and a certain 
number of her attendants. A general pardon 
Was to p^fs ; Bothwell's eftate was to be for-* 
feited and applied to the education of the 
prince; the numbers, powers, and forms of 
the great council were to be regulated, and no 
ftrangcr was to bear any office in the queen^s 
hou&old.' The breaking of any of thofepro* 
viiions, after being eftabii&ed by parliament, 
was to be puniihed as high tre^fon, and the 

queen 
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<|Ucen of England was to be applied to, to be- a.d. 1567. 
come a maintainer of the fame parliament 

When thefe propofals are candidly confider- njffiwitiet 

* * ' _ of his ncg«« 

xd, no part of them appears fo reprehei^fible <wtion. 
as the lafty which in fad calls in a foreign gua- 
raqtee between Mary and her parliament, and 
-Confequently ftrikes at her and her people's in- 
dependency. Throgmorton arrived at Faftcaftlc 
on the eleventh of July, and there met with 
the. earl of Hume, fecretary Maitland, and Sir 
James Melvil, though no mention of this is 
made in the Memoirs which go under the 
name of the latter. Throgmorton continued 
there for four days, and found Maitland a lit* 
tie piqued at Elizabeth not returning a favour- 
able anfwer to a letter which had been fent her 
from the affociated lords. When he arrived 
at Edinburgh, he found the violent party fo 
much inflamed by the writings of Buchanan, 
and the fermons of Knox, that they were to 
be fatisfied with nothing lefs than Mary's blood. 
Throgmorton, though employed by Elizabeth, 
was, as I have already mentioned, a fecret 
friend to Mary ; and Maitland, though deeply 
engaged in the afTociation againft her, .wa3 
fenfible of her innocence, and wifhed for her 
deliverance, as did feveral other aflbciated 
lords. Another party, at the head of which 
was the earl of Athol, was for crowning the 
prince, and eftablifljing a council of govern- 
ment under him, while the queen was to re- 

fign 
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A. D. 1567. %<^ &U future concern in public bufinefs^ and 
retire to a private life^ either in France OP 
England. Another party were for bringing her 
to a public trial, and for ihutting her up in 
perpetual imprifonment when convicled. Knox 
^nd the enthuGafts of hU party were for de-> 
priving her of life, as well as her crown and 
liberty. The truth is, Morton was the fecrct 
fprittg of Mary's deftruftion, and was indiffe^ 
rent with regard to the difpofal of her perfon^ 
provided fhe was ftript of her dignity^ and the 
regency veiled in his friend the earl of Murray^ 
under whom, or with whom» he knew he 
muft have the chief diredion ; and he had pro* 
cured a party of the aflbciated lords to fend 
Murray an invitation into Scotland for that 
purpofe. 

He 18 denied Morton and his friends, who were then at 

•ccefs to 

Mary, and Edinburgh, were no ftrangers to Throg* 
tionsare uiorton's inftfuftious. They had refufed to 
fuffer Villeroy, the new French ambaflador, 
(who had been fent to difluade Mary from 
marrying Bothwell) to fee her ; and they made 
ufe of that argument for denying Throgmorton 
the like admittance. They even infinuated to 
Throgmorton, that, confidering the behavi- 
our of Elizabeth, who, among other things, 
had refuled to affift them with a fmall fum of 
money, they thought it :would be impro* 
per to exafperate the French king, as they 
knew not how foon they might ftand in need 

of 
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t)f his iiffiftance; and that they every day ex* ^.D.isif;. 
peded another ambaffador from that court. 
The refoit of the whole was, that he receivecl 
an abf(dute refufal of all accefs to Mary, under 
pretence, that a number of the aflbciated lords 
were then abfeht from Edinburgh, and that 
their cohfent was abfolutcly neceffary before 
he could fee her. Throgmorton found himfelf 
under a neceffity of laying his inftrudions be- 
fore Morton and the other lords at Edinburgh^ 
^who anfwered him in a paper, in which they 
painted Bothwell's condud in the moft infernal 
colours. They fpoke of the prince's dcftrudion 
as being inevitable, if they had not taken arms 
againft him; and (what is not commonly 
known) they ftid, that had they not don« it, 
th^ moft firmly believe they muft haVe re- 
commended him and themfelvcs to the haads 
of God, arid lifcewife the foul of their ** fove- 
t^ign the queen, who fliould not have lived 
with him- half an year to an end, as may b^ 
conjeftured by the fliort time they lived toge-^ 
ther, and the maintaining of his other wife at 
hdme at lii« hoiife.'' Though this is a very 
extraordinary charge, yet we know not how/* 
to difbcfieve it, as it was fp recently urged. 
They then accufcd Mary of her obftinate at- 
tachment to Bothwell, and gave' that as the 
reafoh for fending him to prifon. It is remark- 
able,* however, that they made no mention of 
the letter witch they had pretended to have 

inter- 
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A. D. 1567. intercepted from her to Both well; a ftfong 
prefumption that no fuch letter ever exifted9 
efpecially when we refleft, that Mary afttf* 
wards, in the moil folemn manner, difclaimed 
any inch attachment. 

Remarks xhc moft remarkable circumflance, however, 

upon the ' ' 

Mfwer. attending this paper is, that though it is dated 
the eleventh of July, and though the filver 
box with the letters and fonnets addrefled by 
Mary to Bothwell, was pretended to be difcof 
vered on the twentieth of June preceding, yet 
no mention is made of that difcovery, nor is 
there the lead infinuation to that purpofe ; 
though, had it been real, it muft have been of 
' i^ore fervice to their caufe than all their other 
allegations. During this ftate of Throgmor- 
ton's negociation, he was confidergd by Mary's 
friends and the party aiTembled at Hamilton, 
^s being commiflioned by Elizabeth to deliver 
her. They had entered into aflbciations for 
her fervice. The duke of Chatleheraut's fami- 
ly, the archbiihop of St Andrews, the eatl of 
Argyle, and the lord Herries, had made feparatie 
applications to Throgmorcon ; but he was of 
opinion, that the Hamilton^ and Argyle de- 
fired her liberty, the one, that fhe might be 
married to the abbot of Arbroth, who, next 
tfir the earl of Arran, was to be the head of 
their houfe ; and Argyle, that flie might marry 
his brother. Knox and the violent party were 
all ^his while bulled in fummoning a kind of 

a na- 
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a national affembly^ for proceeding againft a. p. 1567. 
Mary ; and their Violence gave Throgmorton 
reafon to apptehend that their refolutions 
would be fatal to her perfon. Without enter- 
ing into all the particulars of his difpatches 
to Elizabeth and Cecil on this occaiion, it is 
fufficient to fay, that he aded Avith great zeal 
in Mary's fervice, and as a cafuift as well as an 
ambaffador. He put the leading lords in mind, 
that by giving way to the violent party, they 
might become mafiers of the government; and 
he combated the prevailing notion, that Mary, 
or any other earthly fovereign, was fubjeft to 
be called to an account, and even put to death, 
for their proceedings. He had a powerful an- 
tagoniH to encounter in the perfdn of George 
Buchanan, whq is faid to have written, on this 
occafion, his elegant Dialogue upon the Govern- 
ment of Scotland; the principles of which are^ 
as indifputable, as many of the facls that are 
brought to fupport them are doubtful. It is, 
however, one of the beft apologies for public 
liberty that ever was penned. This ptiblication 
foon attraded the attention of all pai'ties to the 
hiftory of Scotland. That of Boece, who 
wrote to juftify the murder of James III. was 
well known ; and his fads gave Mary's Enemies 
many advantages over Throgmorton. He ap- 
plied from time to time for leave of admittance 
to Mary ; but it ftill was refufed. The only 
perfon whom flie could truft, and who was 
Vol. VII. L admitted 
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A.^ i|^ axfanitfeed to her pnsimce» Tvraui Sk Rabat McU 
vH i ai&(i on the &xtk oi July he iddtvf md t 
ktter from her to the locds^ tthf contents of 
iT^hich &iUy inform u$ of her miferaJstle £fcoftr 
tion w|iile m pxiiba> and deinonftral;!^ the fiiti? 
fity of all die party pretexts of moderatioxi 
and tenderneis for her perfiui. ^he petitioned^ 
on account of her health, to he rcfiDcared finom 
^e nnwholdoRie phce of her impi^maenft 
to the cafile of Stirling> where i|>e might hdve 
the company of h«r £qb \ and if that was dc^ 
^ied her, that fiie ^onld have fwifsit tonsdcf 
attendants abecit |ier perfon» her apothecary^ 
^ndaniodeft nhftiftar; that Ihe^ftioaildbi ia-^ 
dnl^d with an embroiderer, and a vakl dc 
chambre. She deiired that Tiirogmorton 
x»3gh|; ha^e aeeeft to her preface, voA cm^ 
fitted to thc^ profecuLtiqn of hsc hisjft«»d'«; 
^^Pirderers. 
tonwre. Thwgmioarton had inow iQund jpeans of cor*^ 
^^±ml ^•^fpQoding with IRftwy j twt he took upon, the 
qredit of her eneawe$, all that he vrote con- 
oerning hpr rcluftance to igive up BothwelL 
The" party among the nobiUty who weredif-" 
pofed (;o favour Maiy, appeared to be as keen 
as her moft violent ei\emie& were, for profccut- 
iag Bo(hWl ; but h^ sn&ralde £tuation had 
now Cijip verted tp. her caufe aU the nobility 
"Who ^re not in the feccet of Darnley's muf« 
der ; and their meeting^ at Hamilton and 
other places became more, foil and frequent, 

.1 than. 
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BOW diivtn to pf-oVi<ii for iktit owA fafety; 
th«f cdtild rndti v^ithmt iiiturting th6 re- 
ftftttneftt m>^ oAiy ^ t^ Haftiiltons and otlier 
p^drM l»abkmen, t>ut of Elizabeth and aH 
^ drovmed heads iii Eurof)^, bring htt to a 
^Mic trial, and p^ifli her capitally or per- 
ftterafHy; and thcreftw^ it wais propofcd that 
Sii6 ihould be prevailed on, either by force or 
lilttr mttns, to refign her crown to her fon. 
This fefohition, in general, being agreed oix^ 
Sir Robert Mclvil was applied to, to return to 
Mary, and to perfiiade her to the terms. At 
ftfft he declined halving any concern in the mat- 
ter; but the carls of At^l and Mar, fecretary 
Maitland, and Kii^aldy, prevailed upon him 
to carry from fbeih a meflage, acquainting her 
that (he ought to agree to the terms, becaitfe 
the cixtumftances of coAtpalfion under which 
ihe was, would render them of no effeft, if 
aflkirs ihould take a turn in her favour. 
Throgmorton was of the fame opinion, and 
fent it in writing to Sir Robert Melvif, who 
carried the paper in the fcabbard of hi^ fword, 
and ptefented it privately to Mary. 

After Sir Robert Melvil had reftrfed to be who Rfigm 
concerned pumidy m the meafures propoied 
by the affociated lords, it was agreed, in a full 
meeting, that the lord Lindfay ihould be etn- 
ployed to pfefs her to compliance in the moil 
ll^rntal ijaanner. He was attended by Sir Ro- 
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A. p. 1567. bert Melvil, who was to ufe gentle meafures; 
and Lindfay was furniflied with three deeds, 
which he was to prefent to Mary, to be figned 
by her. By the firft, the earl of Murray, who 
was not yet returned to Scotland, was ap-» 
pointed regent of the kingdojcb, during the 
prince's nonage ; and a council was nominated 
for tranfacling public affairs, till his arrival. 
By the fecond deed, Mary refigncd all her au- 
thority in favour of her fon ; and by the third, 
ihe nominated other noblemen for the regency, 
in cafe Murray {houid decline it. Melvil was 
firft admitted to Mary, who feemed refraftory 
againd any compliance ; but underftanding that 
Lindfay was at hand to enforce it, and was be- 
having in the moft ruffian-like manner, ihe 
burft into a flood of tears, and refolved to fign 
all the three papers, without fo much as look- 
ing into their contents. In a declaration, 
which was afterwards emitted by her commif^ 
fipners, they fay, that Sir Robert MelviJ pre- 
fep.ted her with a ring, and tokens from th? 
farl.of Athol, the baron of Tullibardine, and 
Maitlandj^ to perfuade her to fign; and tl^at 
lord Lindfay threatened to make her a clofe 
prifpner, and to prqceed to ftill greater extre- 
n^tties, if Ihe -did not cprnply: but that flic 
' proteftedj at the. time of her ligning, that it 
fljopld; not be binding upon her afterwards, 
vieicnce of Lord Lindfay loft no time in returning to 
«?c%"' ^Edinburgh with the .figned jpftruments, whiq^ 

■'■ " ■■' he 
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he produced on the twenty-fifth of July to the a,x>. 1567- 
council^ who approved of the fame, and came 
to a frefh affociation for carrying them into 
execution* The inadiyity of Mary's friends, 
and the more moderate part of the nation^ 
who were in power, and in every other refpeft, 
iuperior to her enemies, at this time, was amaz* 
ing, and can be only accounted for, either by 
the divifions among themfelves, or by tender* 
nefs for Mary's perfon. It is probable, both 
thofe confiderations operated. Knox and his 
party were now exercifing more th^n papal 
powers, and had fummoned, by -circular let- 
ters to their kirk-aflemblies,:all the fubjeds in 
the kingdom, of rank or eminence, to fit in 
judgment upon Mary. Many excufed them- 
felves ; but when the affembly met, the la/ 
members bound themfelves, in a writing, to 
refume the thirds of the benefices which were 
in the queen's hands, and in the next parlia* 
ment to concur with other meafures in favour 
of the proteftant religion, and for revenging 
Darnley's murder on all and whatever perfons 
ihall be found guilty of the fame ; *' feeing (con- 
tinue they) the plague of God fhall not depart 
from the country or town where innocent 
I}lood is ibed, before the fame ihaU be cleanfed 
by fliedding the blood of the offenders." Ac- 
cording to Throgmorton's difpatches, the fame 
members had refolved, if Mary fhould prove 
fcfraclaryi to have brought her to a public 

trial 
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A.D.f#5f. trial. Tklfe confid^iiaCkm* ot htt d*»g&r 
miglk natorally hare fome tnftuenct upon hei^ 
' . fridiids, ai weS as tlieit oil^A! divifion*. 

C^een EK^abeth, whatever !ier fccret iMMt» 
iloDs liiight be, affeAed great di^eafure it^fitf 
proceedifl^gs 6f €he afibciated lords^,- and iftl^iif 
refofiiig to adinit her embafiadof to Mwlrf4 
prefence. Sii6 repeated her ordei^i to Thvdg- 
tifiorfoh kl a very meAaeing ftraki, ii^ratdki^ 
MoFtoft for lii iagnltitude, and eajoinfffg 
Tkrogihotlotk not to T)e f>r4fcnt at the ooroAa^ 
tioa of the priiircej trhich was fixed t6 be at 
Stirling ofi Che twdnty-ninth of Jirfy. It wai 
thought proper to intimate this tefohitibil ft* 
the lioblen^en afiTeioibled at Hamilton^ and Sit 
James Melvil was pitched ^poA for that ptir* 
pofe. Tbe thkK of thdfe lords cofafift^fd ^f 
the beads df the Hamilton fainily, and fl* 
lords i^leming a^d Boyd. Melvil at fifft d^- 
dimed the xsotiMiiflion ; bat was prevailed upiBA 
to accept of ills by Maitlafid, Kirkaldy^ ii;nd 
fome of Mary's friends* He fouled the UtA^ 
afiembled at Hamiflton ; bcrt foitie o^f t^he 
youilger fort fiiade £ght oi Mary's refigfta* 
^ timn, to which, as they hAd^ j(he had beeii ti&m* 
pellcd. The archbhbop of SiC. Andrew's had 
a more comipr^benfive vievT of ber fitua^iatii 
and treated Melvirs ilieiTage w^tli gfieat poliie^ 
fiefs. Be coffinieiided the landalSe inftentioii 
of the ailbciated lori^Sy in bringing the mtir^ 
derers of Dand^y tp JHfiice^ in w^icli b^ faidj 
. . he 
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ha aB4 Ms Ifi^ods would btve omcunned, &aki 4 0.u$iu 

tivt that jGpciag fp gr#a^ » pwt ^ ^hf mtkm in 
armfe ^)if y were c^Hed iipmif ift eopstmoo ffur 
^kao?, t^ aiif mi)l^ in (hdr dvo dr&nice. MeU 
yi) tetwrtf^ witb this iafiror to t^ affociitcil 

}?>r(J§ at 5$irUpgf vberc he fouwJ t^i» greatly 
divided. Many of them thought that thf ?n^ 
fwcr of the ^rchhiihc>p pug^( to^ b^ deesaed 
^sfa^oiy; bpt the oppoiit^ party prevail^^t 
po$bly with a view of driving ti»e Ha-» 
»n parly intq ^Sbk oi violence^ which 
laight forfeit their eftateg. They ^iffecled to 
^zt MelvU 9$ an agent for the qi^eep and the 
liamiltons, aind proceeded in their preparation^ 
to crown the princ^ without, their partici^ 
ffttion. 

The (|neen's friends, many of whom had Protfftsa- 
hereditary fervices at the coronation^ looked 
upon this proceeding of the aiToci^ted lordii 
a5 a kind of profcription. The duke of Chat- 
kherautf. and thofe who were in entail tp the 
(rown^ protefted fornaally, that the corona- 
^on fiionld he no bar to their juH right$ ; and 
from that time the nobiUty was divided into 
two parties; one called the queen's lords, the 
Qthcr, thi§king% The former retired in a body 
to Dumbarton, of which caftle the lord Fle- 
ming wa3 governor, and there entered into a 
bo(id, by which they pi:omifed to exert them- 
felves, to the ptmoft, to obtain her majefty** 

deli- 



gainft the 
coronatiuo. 
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A* D. 15^. deliverance out of her prifon ; to bring the 
murderers of Darnley to punifhment ; and to 
enfure the fafety of the young prince. This 
bond, or aflbciation, was figned by the arch- 
bifhop of St. Andrew's, the earls of Argyle 
and Huntley; the lords Rofs, Fleming, Her- 
ries, and others, both ecclefiafUcs and laics, of 
great intereft and confequence. 
which it In the mean while; the king's lords, at the 

performed jjg^ J q£ ^hich wcre the carfs of Morton, Athol, 
Glencairn, Mar, Menteith; the ' lords Hume, 
Lindfay, Sanquhair, Semple, and Ochiltree, 
aflembled at Stirling on the twenty-ninth of 
July, the day appointed for the coronation of 
the young king. They admitted the duke of 
Chatleheraut's proteft*; and the queen's refi^- 
nation being produced and received, the earl of 
Morton fwore allegiance and fealty to the 
young prince, in which he was followed by all 
the affembly, the bifhop of Orkney adminif- 
tering ihe oath. Some difpute happened about 
the ceremony of undtion, which Knox and 
his brethren oppofed, as being a Jewifli cetc* 
mony. It was, however, performed in the 
parifti- church at Stirling, and very probably 
by the fame bifhop. In the proceflion from 
thence back to the caftle, after the ceremony 

• The writer of Melvil's Memoirs is not very confident in the 
account he gives of his own condudi', at this period ; and it i« 
iUrprizing h^ Ihould fay, that the queen^s lords were *' not per- 
mitted to come to the coronation, nor yet to take inftruments 
that they (hould not be prejudged in any fort.'* 

was 
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was <wer> the earl of Atbol carried the crown^ ^5>.i$#y. 
the earl of Morton the icepter, tha^darl of 
Gkncairn the fword of ftate, aod the carl of 
Mar the newly inaugurated king. 

The right reverend Mr. Keith has raifed Mamyar^ 
ibme objedions againft the forniali^y rather scou^d. 
thaa the validity, of thia coronation ; btit 
they vanifli ini the fMndamental objedion of 
the whole being an illegal ad, as Mary's re^ 
iignation was extorted frooi h^v by force« and 
under the fear of death. The day after the 
coronation, the privy-coUnfcUorj, who were 
to e^^ecuta all ads of governmenty till the ar^ 
riyiahof the regent earl of Murray^ <kprivcd 
the earl of Huntley of his lieutenancy in the 
north. Murray htmdelf had narrowly efcaped 
out of France, where Mary's embafiador, the 
archbiihop of Glafgow, had obtained an or« 
4er for hid. being arreft^d, and ca»ie over to 
Eftglaiid. Notwithftandivig aH thd zes^ and 
profeffions of Elizabeth for Mary's deliver* 
sboce, it is certains that h^r great minifter ,Qe- 
cU^ kept up a correfpondence with Murtay^f 
and fupplied him with money while he was 
in France. This has been urged as a ptfool pf 
Btiiabetk's doplicUy ; but I think without any 
m^aaner ol t eaibn, as &t had a good opiniooi 
of Mufray, whp had always profefled himieJiS 
ta be the fincere fciend o| Mary. Upon his 
arrival at London, he had a audience o£ 
Elizabeth, wdi B^hagf in^£orm^ her thstt th& 
Vol. VII. M regency 
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A. 0.15^7. rtgcncy had been offered him, but that he 
would make ufe of his credit only ttf fervc 
Mary* Sir James Melvil, who ftill conti- 
nued with the king's lords, was appointed by 
them* to meet Murray at Berwick, to inform 
him of the true ftate of public affairs ; but 
they differed as to his inftruftions. Morton 
and his friends, who were refolved to come to 
extremities, inftruded hint to behave towards 
Mary with fternrtefs and feverity. The earls of 
•Mar and Athol, fecretary Maitland, the baron 
of TuUibardine, and Kirkaldy, who pretended 
^to join with the affociated lords, only to re- 
venge the murder of Darnley, were more hu- 
mane, and fent their opinion in favour of 
Mary, who they faid was - now undeceived in 
many refpcfts, and was reclaimable by mild 
and gentle ufage, - 
His can- WJicu wc revicw Murray's conduct, it muft 

be allowed td be that of a complete politician. 
He had kept up the moft favourable appear- 
ancei^ towards Mary; and though he had no 
right from blood or inheritance to the re-^ 
gency, yet, every thing confidered, he was 
undoubtedly the moft proper perfon, in the 
kingdom to be appointed to that high office. 
His after conduA proved that the regency was 
the great objeft he always had in view ; and 
from the time he was nominated, he refolved 
to' hold it at the expencc'of humanity, gra- 
titude, and every virtuous confideration. He 

did 
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did i\ot feem tp difrelifli the advice of mode- a. d. 1567. 
ratiQn towards Mary's perfon ; but hefitated to 
accept of the regency. This difficulty^ how- 
ever, was foon conquered, after he met with 
his friends in Scotland. Along with him came 
one Lignerol, as embaflador from the French; 
court. This minifter demanded an audience, 
in which he offered his matter's beft offices to> 
re-unite all the nobility ; but he was anfwered 
with great indifference, that they wanteds no* 
foreign interpofition for that purpofe. Upon; 
his. requiring to fee Mary, he received a flat; 
denial ; nor would the reigning powers fuffer' 
him to repair to her lords. • All he could ob-. 
tain was, liberty to fend a meflenger to them» to. 
ipvite them to a conference at . Edinburgh, 
where there is little room to doubt they would 
have been fliut up in prifon. 

When Murray waited upon Mary at Loch- 
leven, be was attended by the earls of Athol 
and Morton. She received him as the only 
friend flie could truft. She poured forth her 
foul before him in a flood of tears, complaints, 
and lamentations. She confeflcd herfelf blamea- 
ble in certain points of conduct; flie juftiiied fome^ 
and others fhe extenuated. Murray's behavi*^ 
our was barbarous beyond expreffion. He fpoke 
to her in the ftile of a confeflbr who was pre* 
paring her for death ; and next morning all 
iOie could obtain was, that he would endeavour V^ 
tp fave hw life J b^tthat it was quite impro-^^^J 

m z per. 
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^.i),tji7. pai-; etrea upon her own account; to grant her 
her liberty. The afflided queen, glad of this^ 
glimpfe of afliirance, tenderly embraced him, 
and prtfied him to accept of the regency, as 
the only meafure that could prd<srve herfelf 
and her (on, and reftore tranquillity to the 
public. He feemed to decline that honour ; * 
but upon the queen's repeating her follici^' 
tations in the moft earnefl manner, he acqtti- 
efced, tvhieh gave hifn afterwards a plaufible 
pretext to alledge, that he had accepted of the 
regency at her defirc. They parted with 
great feeming affefUon, eipecially on her part. 
She entreated him to take charge of her jew« 
els, and feemed to rejoice that her life was in 
iafety ; but he told her that he could give her 
no fuch afiurance, becaufc it depended upon 
the lords ; and that her befi courfe was not ta 
attempt an efcape. 
Throgmor- Throgmortou had beeil infbruded by his 
ftiu&iont, miftreis to ufe his utmoft endeavours that the 
yoiing king ihould be carried into England 
for his education. This was diiagreeaUe ta 
the Scotch nobility in general; nor could 
Throgmorton fuccced. Maidand peremptorily 
told him, that the («irty was indifferent about 
KIi22abeth'& determination, and would always 
find a refource in the friendfhip of France* 
He remarked, at the fsme time, that all Elizas 
beth's toodudc proceeded from felf-intareft^ 
^ Will the ^UMA, fays he,/ ydur ai&re&^ arm 

- '«. two 
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two or thte^ Aips to attend Bothwell$ pay a a,d«i$^» 
fthoufand foldierb, . for a time, to redute all the 
forts of thid kingdom to the kitig'6 cbediw 
ence ? Then we will fay, doing thi«, that htt 
majefty mindeth aft well, tlfefe othef matters 
' ipoken df, as the qtlcen'6 liberty.^' Throg- 
mbrton nestt applied to Murray, Who con^ 
^rmed all that Maitland had faid. Hfe ap« 
proved of the conduA of the lords who had 
taken arms in his abfence, and dedared that 
he would not quit the regeney btit with his 
life. He hinted, at the fame time, that Eli^a-^ 
beth was miftatken in her policy, by interefting 
herfelf fo much as fhe did in Mary's favour ; 
and that the French embafiador, Ligherol^ 
had confented to vifit the young king, and ac- 
knowledge him as fuch. 
All this while, Mary's confinement was ri- *^*?f**J* 

of Mnj « 

gorous, and her friends complained that they Wcndt, 
had no opportunity df knowing her fenti- . 
ments, even with regard to her prepoffeffion 
for Bothwell, which was the great hinge of the 
charge againft her. They therefore applied to 
Elizabeth, who ordered^ Throgmortoii to re- 
prefent to the aflbciated lords their cruel treat- 
ment of their fovereign. " We cannot per-» 
ceive, faid fhe, they can anfwer the doubts 
^ moved by the Hamiltons, who, howfoever they 
may be carried for their private refpefts, yet 
thefe things, which they move, will be al- 
lowed with all reafonable perfons j for if they 

may 
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A.Diis67. may iiot, being noblemen of the realm, be 
fufFered to hear the queen, their fovereign, 
declare her mind, concerning the reports which 
are made of her by fuch as keep her in capti- 
yity, how fliauld they belieye the reports, or 
obey them' that do report it ? And therefore 
our meaning is,, you fliall let the Hamiltons- 
plainly underftand, that we do w^U allow of 
their proceedings,, fo far forth as the fame 
doth concern the queen, their fovereign, for 
Ixer relief ; and in fuch things as ihall appear 
reafonable for us to do herein, for the queen, 
our fitter, we will be ready to perform the 
lame. And whereas it is required, that upon 
your coming thence, the lord Scroop ihopld 
deal with the lord Herries, to impart their 
meanings to us, and ours to them, we afc 
pleafed therewith ; and we require you to ad- 
vertife the lord Scroop thereof by your let-, 
ters, and to will him to flxew himfelf favour- 
able to them in their adions that may appear 
plainly to tend to the relief of the queen, and 
piaintenange of her authority/' 

4 

tetter from In the oath of office, which Murray took 

Throgmor- ,1 11 ^ r ^ 

ton to cc- yrnen he accepted the regency, he Iwore that 
temberi. hc would be carcful to root out all heretics, 
from him" and cnemics to the true worlbip of God. The 
fiS^wUg reader from this, may judge what a near re- 
poioti. lation there is between the zeal of one church 
with that of another, though their principles 
may bi^ diametrically oppoiite. Elizabeth difliked 

the 
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the manner of his proceeding; and chirgecl ^^*n^ 
Throgmorton to obtain fatisfaftion from him 
upon the following points : « That he ihonld 
have accefs to Mary ; that Murray fhould ex- 
plain by what authority he had affumed the re- 
gency ; that Elizabeth might be made fenfil;^le 
Mary had given her voluntary confent; thit 
fome time might be prefixed for her deliver- 
ance; and laftly, that fome plan might be. 
drawn out concerning her eftate and condition^ 
after BothwelPs apprehenfion and trial." 'Mur- 
ray, after repeating what Throgmorton had 
fignified to Elizabeth, in his letter of Au« 
guft the twenty-fecond, replifed to all thofe 
demands as follows, in Throgmorton's words : 
^ That as to the acceptation of the re- 
gency, he faid it was now paft ; and as for ig- 
nominy and calumniation, he had none other 
defence againft that but the goodnefs of God, 
his upright confcience, and his intent to deal 
fincerely in his office ; and if that would not 
ferve, he could not tell what to fay ; for now 
there was none other remedy, but he' rouft go 
through with the matter. As to the queen's 
majefty's fatisfaclion for the queen his fove- 
reign's confent, touching the government con- 
ferred upon him, he faid he would be loath to 
allow any fuch matter, and efpecially a thing 
that touched himfelf, if he had not the 
queen's confent thereunto, confirmed by her 
own mouth. As unto fome certain time for 

the 
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whkh I ({emuded» h^ faid the lord9 eould not 
tefdve thereupon, benufc l^er libcrtT> and the 
tim< thereof) depended upf>n accideot :. Albeit^ 
((sMd he) for my on^n pArt, I could be wn^ 
tented it were unddayrdl]r« As uptq tk»t 
which I den^anded foe the qu^^en's conditicm 
and efUte, after Bothwell'a apprehenfion and 
juHifying, he afifwer^d^ they could not iper- 
f^audi^se for the bear 9 flua before they had 
bim.^ 
Bfistbetii Thfogmof ton eafily faw^ from the ftraiA i» 
bofeifVor which Murray talked^ that the party refolved 
Fiach^ ^ to COOK to e&trecftities even with EUnabetb^ 
rather thaa fet Mary at liberty. They laboured 
to pcffuade him that her regsd pc^w^cr was then 
at ail end by her refignation, and they offered 
him a prefmit of gilt plate in the name of theiv 
young king» Thvogmorton r<firfed thi9» or to 
acknowledge him in any other capacity than 
that of prince of Scotland. Tbrognxorton'^ 
a£gotiatio^ with the' regent being thua at an 
endy £Hzabeth infttu^ed Norris, her embafia^ 
dor at the French court, to lay before that 
kiiffj the queen-npiother, aA^ even th^ cardie 
nal of liOrrain, Matry'^s danger, and difmal 
condition^ Paiquier^ a perfon of rank, was 
by them fent over to concert with Elizabetli 
the mj^s^nst of her deliverance. Elizabeth in- 
fonnved Fafq.uier how unwilling ihe was to 
proceed to violence for Mary's deliverance, her 

enemies. 
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fenemies, in whofe hands file was, appearing to A*i>'»5^7« 

' • • • 

be fo bloody and determinedj and even her 
friends, the Hamiltons, having fided' with 
the regent ; for fo Elizabeth had been informed^ 
.Elizabeth, however, as a proof of her fincc* 
rity, joined with the French king, in prohi- 
biting the commerce of Scotland with England 
and France, as being the moft ready means of 
. bringing the trading part of the nation to fa-* 
vour the queen. 

Murray, whom we arc now to call the re- tcMofla 
.gent, was fenfible of his danger^ and fought ^^^^^ 
to prevent it by a new affociation of his party. 
He fummoned them together on the fourth of 
December, pot in the form of a parliament, 
nor of a privy-council; for many aflembled 
who were not privy-counfellors. There, after 
long debates, a declaration was agreed updn> 
** that they would publifli to all the world, tho* 
they were loth to do it, oh account of the re- 
gard they had for the queen's own perfon, the 
reafons of their proceeding againft her, by 
their appearing in arms, taking her prifoner, 
and detaining her in Lochleven ; all which was 
owing to the queen herfelf, as appears from fe- 
veral private letters written and fubfcribed with 
her own hand, and fent to the earl of Both- 
well, who was the perpetrator of king Henry's 
murder; that thofe letters were written both 
before and after the murder ; and that by her 
ungodly proceeding in a private marriage with 
• Vol. VII. . N him 
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^^ H^f' bim thereafler, it is moft certain that fixe wa3 
privy, art and part, of the murder of the 
kiog." They, at the fame time, engaged them- 
iblves to procure an aft of parliament for juf* 
tifyiog all that had been done againft the 
queen, whom they feemed determined to keep 
In perpetual imprifonment. A copy of this 
^ociation was fent by the parties to fecretary 
Q^ciijy under the tit}e of an aft of the privy- 
council of Scotland, which it certainly wasnot^ 
becauif<i m^ny who were privy-counfellors 
voted at ihe mating. We are therefore to 
look upon it as a deed of confederacy to ob« 
ISMn an aft of parliament for their own jufti* 
4ication 2^pd ind^n^nification ; aiv aft which wai 
very neceflary for all who had appeared in arm$ 
4gainft Mary, even fuch of them (among whom 
yr^tt Maitland and Kirkaldy) as were convinced 
Mr. Hume, of }^^ inuQceQcy. Some hiftorians have taken 
it for granted, *< that certjdnly letters, true or 
falfe, were laid b^ore the council." I can find 
no authority for this in the pretended aft, 
where fuch exhibits, had they been made^^ 
wo\ild undoubtedly have been mentioned. I 
am therefore of opinion, that the bulk of the 
^ffembly took the matter for granted, upon 
the credit of Murray and Morton; the faft| 
however, is not very materiaU But to pro- 
ceed in our hiftory*, 
r^et maf. Murray, the day after be was proclaimed re- 
Sbrts of^thc 8^^*^ ordered all the public feals of the king- 
kingdom, dom 



/ 
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data which cairied the name and title of thi a. 0.1567. 
queen, to be broken. He then entered into a 
treaty with Sir James Balfour for the furrender 
of the cafile of Edinburgh. This gentlenlan 
(as we have already feen) had aded in that 
truft as deputy for Bothwell, and the terms be 
obtaided from the regent were far from beings 
honourable to either of the parties* Balfdur'i 
firft flipulation was, that he fhould have a re-, 
miifion for art and part of the king's murder i 
a ftrong prefumption of his guilty and of Mur^ 
ray's diffimulation in his pretended aeal fot 
btingiilg the murderers to juftice. He and his 
fofl Were to have a gift of the priory of Pittan- 
wcem, a hereditary penfion of viftual, a Uvga 
fum 6f ready, money, and the caftle w^s to be 
jJtit iiito the hands of Kirkaldy. The regent 
liext fummoned the governor and officers who 
held the caftle of Dunbar for Bothwdll. No 
regard being had to this fumhionsi xlor to de« 
Jlver up the perfon of one Wilfon, the regent 
drew fome heavy artillery out df the caftle of 
Edinburgh, and belieged it in form. The gow 
vernor, of whofe name we are uncertain, at 
firft declared he would defend the caftle to ex- 
tremity ; but finding the regent in earneft, b4 

furrendered it on the firft of Oftober. Th© fiw Jmpo. 

1'** / 

darl of Morton, the lords Huiftc, Lindfay, and verity!" 
others, feparately applied for the government of 
it; but the regent very wifely drdered alt its 
artillery add warlike fiores to be carried to 

N t Edinburgh, 
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sLV»tsfi70 Edinburgh, and committed the cuftody of the 
caftle to the citizens of Dunbar, till he ob^ 
tained an a6t of parliament for demolifliing it, 
and likewtfe the fort upon Inch-keith. 

Notwithflanding thofe fuccefles of the re- 
gent, he was Hill ^ipprehenlive of the Hamil- 
ton party, as well as the gentlemen lying to tha« 
fouth and fouth-eaft of Edinburgh ; and fum- 
moned many of them to appear before him 
and the counfel, and others to furrender them- 
felves prifoners in feparate forts, on pain of 
rebellion. From other proclamations, and ads- 
of the privy-council, it appeared, th^t the in-r 
habitants of Eaft-Lothian, and other counties, 
where Bothwell's eftates lay, were very refrac- 
tory to Murray *s officers, and had even op^ 
pofed fome of them; by force, in the execution 
of their duty. At laft, it was found neceflary 
that the regent, attended with the earl of Mor*' 
ton, and the lords Hume and Lindfayi ihould 
march in perfon to the borders, where they 
furprized, at a fair, fome of the chief delin- 
quents, wl^o are called thieves, and brought 
them to juftice. 

Thefe feverities and the growing power of 
the regent revived the attention andjealoufies 
of the queen's party. Such of them as had 
bcft opportunities of knowing Mary's mind 
declared, that it was her opinion the regency* 
(if a regency was neceflary) lawfully and 
pj^turfilljr belpn|[cd to Chatleherawtt A new, 

meeting 
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meeting being held at Hamilton^* the carl of A.D.i$6f, 
Argyle^ as being the moft acceptable perfon-' 
age prefenty with fome of his friends was fent- 
to defire a conference between the regent and' 
the queen's lords ; but the letter he prefent- 
ed for that purpofe being addreffed to the earl' 
of Murray only, and not to the regent, was' 
rejeded by the council. This did not difcou* 
rage Argylc, who, in company with the lord 
Boyd and the abbot of Kilwinning, repaired- 
to Edinburgh ; and it was agreed between 
them and the council, that a parliament fhould* 
meet the fifteenth of December *. Many rcpre- 
Cbntatives of burghs^ who arc faid to have been 
the creatures of Murray, attended at this meet- < 
ing. Its firft buiinefs was to confirrii Murray 
in the regency, in confequence of Mary's dif- 
miilion and her fon's coronation. The mem- 
bers next entered with the greateft vigour 
upon ecclefiaftical affairs. The Confeffion of Lawiagiint 
Faith was confirmed and publifhed; confifcati- catiioiici. 
on of lands and goods, together with corpo- 
ral puniihment, were the penalties annexed to 
the firfi: hearing of the mafs, banifliment to 

* It carries the look of foraething woHe than a miftake for 
Buchanan to fay, that this parliament was held on the twenty- 
fifth of Auguft, tinlefs that date is an error of the prefs ; which 
}$ not very likely, as it ftands at full length in the edition of his 
Hiftory printed in his own life -time, and in all the fubfequent 
ones. What makes this anachronifm the more remarkable is, 
that he certainly was at that time in Scotland very bufy in the 
pianagement of affairs, and had been moderator of the general 
fjffcjnbly in July preceding. 

the 
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A*D«i$67. the fecondy and death to the third. All public 
offices were to be held only by |>rofe0brs o£ 
the Froteftant religion^ heritable and life- rent 
offices excepted. The clergy, encouraged by 
the regent, made a ftrong effort for repofleffing 
themfelves of the church's patrimony ; but in* 
this they were deceived, as the lords and great 
landholders were interefted in the queftion. The 
thirds therefore of benefices only were ena^edto 
belong to the clergy, and all fchooh^ colleges^ and 
univerfitiefc in the kingdom were to ht reform- 
ed^ The fevereft la^s were made igainft for- 
nication. Death was to be the puhifhmfent of 
inceft, and of marrying within the degrees o^ 
confanguinity forbidden in the book of Leti- 
ticus. The feverity of the laft article is Un* 
doubtedly overftretched ; but it is levelled at 
ftich of the Roman catholic party, who were 
fiill very numerous in Scotland, as fhduld pri« 
vately procure difpenfations from Rome, 
irtri^er ?•* xhc mint, and the abufes committed on the 
borders, Nvhich were now of the moft daring 
criminal kind, were next reformed ; and (which 
is pretty extraordinary) the frequent pradice 
of tranfporting horfes from Scotland to France 
was rendered peiial. Several other internal 
regulations took place at the fame time ; but 
they were fuch as are of no great importance 
in general hiflory. The chief bufinefs of this 
parliament next fell under deliberation. The 
queen's party temporized with the governing 

powers^ 
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powers, and lord Herries, it is fyidf publicly A«p.ts^ 
approved of their proceedings ag^inft Both* 
well. He exhorted the earls pf Huntley and 
Ar^yle and other members to acknowledge the 
young king's authority ; and threatened, that 
if they refufed, they ihould be compelled by 
the duke of Chatleheraut, (who was now re* 
turned to Scotland) himfelf, and their friends \ 
Whatever may be in this behaviour of lord 
Herries, it is natural to fuppofe, that if Mary 
had a fincere friend in the parliament, he WQuld 
have fpoken in the manner that lord Hqrries is 
faid to have done. The moil violent part of 
the aiTembly appeared to be fo well convince4 
of her guilt, that they called out for her trial 
and execution according to law ; and it is well 
known, that the fame force which bad been 
employed in obtaining her refignation, could 
have deprived her of life in the like manner ; 
and conftitutionally fpeaking, the criminality 
of the one aA was little inferior to that of the 
other. After various debates, an a6l, in fiib* 
fiance but little different from that of the 
fourth of December, already mentioned, was 
drawn up. Its contents were as follow : 
*^ It being propofed, whether the noblemen, a new aa 

ofparlia- 
mentagaiiift 
* I have given an account of this behaviour of lord Henries Mnj. 
fi'om a paper faid to be in the Paper-oi&cey and printed in t)iA 
appendix to Dr. Robertfon's Hiflory.. But the truth is, the paper 
it felf makes a very naked appearance, with no fign of authenti- 
city, and is plainl)r written by a vidcnt partisan of Mttrnyi 
with a view probably of influencing Elisabeth aad her miniftry« 

barons. 
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^•0.1567. barons, &c. who appeared in arms at Carberry^ 
on the fifteenth of July, and had imprifoned 
the queen, ^nd thofe who had joined them 
fince, had a6led as true and faithful fubje<5ls ; 
our fovereign lord, with the advice of my lord 
regent, and the whole body of the prefent par- 
liament, decrees, that whatever they have either 
done or written, from the tenth of February 
to the prefent time, was lawfully and loyally 
done ; they therefore acquit them of any fu- 
ture profecution on that account ; for if the 
queen was confined, and her property difpofed 
of, it was her own fault; it being demon* 
firable from her own letters, as well as from 
her ungodly and pretended marriage with 
Bothwell, as his fham-profecution, that fhe 
was confcious of the murder of the king her 
hufband, iind that they intended to deftroy 
the prince ; fo that flie not only <ieferved what 
was paft, but whatever &ould be done to her 
for the future : yet was not this declaration, 
which the members fignedand fealed, to pre- 
judice the fucceffion to the crown of her law- 

ut'^X f^l children, or their hcirs/^ 

The warmeft, and lateft defenders of Mary^s 
memory, as well as her enemies, have admitted 
that the letters, fo often mentioned, were pro- 
duced likewife before this parliament; and the 
inftruftions afterwards fent from Scotland ta 
her commiffioners in England, give fome coun- 
tenance to the hct. It is, however, extremely 

obfervable^ 
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obfervable, that the letters mentioned in the a. 0,1567, 
aft of the privy-council fay, « That they were coodau» 
fubfcribed as well as written with her own 36^"'^ 
hand." But the letters mentioned in this a<% 
of parliament only fay, that they were ** writtba 
haliely (that is wholly) with her own hand," 
This variation fpecifically alters the complec^ Remarks 
tion of the charge againft Mary, and is, I r^ 
think, a ftrong prefumption that two fcts of 
letters were drawn up, one pretended to be 
fubfcribed with her hand, the other not, and 
that both were forgeries. The fabricators of 
the firft fet might fubfcribc them with Mary's 
^and ; but when they came to reflect that thofe 
letters were to be produced in a great afiembly, 
where almoft all the members knew her fub- 
fcription, but few her hand-writing, they 
might think the cheat too grofs ; and there- 
fore they fubftracled the circumftances of the 
fybfcription from the charge. It is, however, 
certain, that Mary complained that feveral peo- 
ple in Scotland, both men and women, could 
counterfeit her hand-writing. The ingenious 
author of the Inquiry into the Evidence againft 
Mary, has obferved, that the apology urged 
by a modern hiftorian for the authenticity of Mr. Humct 
the letters, as if the difference abovementionfed 
proceeded from the inaccuracy or blunder of 
the clerk, becaufe the letters were only wrote 
by her, and the contract with BothweU was 
only fubfcribed, is inadmiflible on all the rules 
Vox-. VL O of 
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A. A. sj«7. t^( common leiife And grammar. In the ad o£ 

^rivy*council^ no mention is made of any fe** 

. eond contra^ that was made with BothwelI« 

and the words ^' written and fublcribed with hef 

<ywn hand'' can be at^licable to the letters onIy« 

Add to this, that though the contents of the 

two ads are almoft the fame, the word ^ haliely'^ 

IB inferted io the fecond, only to fi^ply the 

place of the words. ** and fubfcribed'^ 

Four of It may be urged, that they who could coun^^ 

mu^Jt lerfeit Mary's hafld fo well, as that it could not 

m^M ai. be diicemed from her real writing, could coun- 

cufing her. ^^^^^ y^^ fubfcription likewifc. That her hand 

was counterfeited I can eafily ad -^ it ; but that the 
fabric of thofe letters could not be difcerned 
from hw true writing, by thofe who were ac-*^ 
quaintcd with it, is againft the evidence of 
common fenfe. Had there been fuch a fimi« 
Utude, Murray and Morton could have been 
at no lo(s in producing to the ajQTembly un-^ 
doubted originals of her own writing, and 
have thi^reby given the members evident proofsr 
of their authenticity. Thi& was the moH 
natural expedient they could have fallen 
ixpon ; but (though it may he premature ta 
mention it) it, is certain the pretended lettersr 
i>(»/or were Ibewn to any of Mary*s real 
friends^ or to any pcrfon who could judge of 
her hi^id-writing, excepting her profeft enemies ; ' 
wd indeed the after-conduft of Elizabeth and 
her minifter^ Cecil, asllhall obferve in a^ pro- 
per 
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|>€r places can be only accounted for by a gla^ a. d. 1567. 
ring defect of fimilitude. This parliament be* 
ing diffolvedy on the twenty-ninth of Decern^ 
ber, Dalgleiih, Powrie, Hepburn, and Hay, 
fbur accomplices in the murder of. Damley, 
were executed on the third of January aften i56«» 
Their confeffions acquitted Mary of any know» 
ledge of the murder, as we Ihall have occafion 
afterwards to obferve, though it is certain that 
00 feverity was wanting, during their long and 
unaccountable imprifonment, to induce them 
to accufe her: The roughnefs and fteadineii 
of Murray's behaviour is ai&gned by the wri« 
ter of Melvil's Memoirs as the reafon why ie« 
veral noUemen and great barons, who had hi* 
therto acted with him* now left him, and de- 
clared for the queen. The abbot of Arbroath, 
who was afterwards the firfl; marquis of Ha-» 
milton, being afraid of the regent's refent« 
ment, retired to France without his leave, 
for which a procefs of law was ifiued out 
againft him by the privy-counciL The baron 
of Tullibardine, one of the moft confiderable 
landholders in the kingdom^ and one of Mary's 
moil bitter enemies, fince her huiband's deatltr 
had his reafons, at this time, for deferting the 
regent likewife ; and feveral, whom he thought 
his beft friends, began to waver in their at- 
tachments. The regent fought, by the a&i*' 
vity of bis adminiftration, to confirm \his 
p)wer^ and encreafe his popularity, and af- 

O % feaed 
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iLD.i5«s. icStcd to treat all parties with indifference and 
impartiality; but he miftook his meafares. 
The feverity with which he profecuted all 
who did not implicitly acknowledge his au- 
thority, created him enemies ; and his being aU 
ways attended by a body of armed men, raifed 
in many very unfavourable ideas of his deligns. 

Her fitm. Wc are in the dark with regard to the par- 

tioB in • • • . 

tocnicvcB. ticular manner in which Mary fpent her time 
at Lochleven; but there is reafon to believe 
that her confinement was not fo rigorous as 
her enemies intended ; and that her addrefs 
and diffimulation procured her friends. She 
certainly gave a very favourable charader of 
Douglas, the mailer of her prifon-houfe ; and 
intimated to the regent himfelf, that Ihe would 
not be difpleafed if George Douglas, his ute- 
rine brother, and full brother to her keeper, 
ihould make his addrefles to her for marriage. 
Thie regent treated this intimation with dif- 
dain, as he could be no ftranger to its motives ; 
and the young gentleman, on whom Mary's 
behaviour, towards him, had made an impref* 
lion, entered zealoufly into her interefts, and 
was the vehicle of a correfpondence between 
her and her friends at Seton and Hamilton. 
The regent more than fufpefted this, and 
George was difcharged from the caftle ; but 
he and two other gentlemen, Beaton and 
Seni'pil, who were devofeed to Mary's fervice, 
Vrait^d on the oppofite bank of the lake, at 
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the village of Kinroik. They had found means ^'^^ '5* 
to gain over Mary's laundrefs, who next time 
ifae went to the caflle dreft the queen in her 
homely cloaths and muffler, and loaded her 
with a bundle of dirty linen. This difguife 
fucc^eded fo well, that Mary, without fufpi- 
cion, went into the boat that was to cany 
back the laundrefs. The boatmen, by th^r 
whitenefs of Mary's hand, which fhe was in- 
cautious enough to expofe, difcovered who 
fhe was ; but Ihe charged them, upon their al- 
legiance, to proceed* This they refufed to do ; 
but with a generofity above their rank, they 
promifed not to difcover her attempt^ and 
rowed back to the caftle. It is prdbable that 
George had engaged feveral of the domeftics, 
and fome of Mary's keepers in her intereft. 
It is (aid that feveral of the regent's friends 
endeavoured to put him on his guard againft 
his brother's practices in Mary's favour ; but 
that he was now fo fecure that he difregarded 
their admonitions. 

There is the ftrongeft reafon for believing, Mwray'f 
that this fecurit^ of the regent, and the difre- rcrpoadtiiM 
gard he manifefted for many of the lords of 
his own party, arofe in a great meafure from 
a fecrct correfpondence he ftill carried on with 
Cecil, and the knowledge he had of that mi- 
nifter's influence in Elizabeth's councils. His 
own iervant, Elphinfton, carried his letters to 
prury^, (he govemoi: of Berwick, who for* 

warded 
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*• ^ 'i^** warded them to Cecil ; and in one of them he 
difcovers great uneafinefs at a report which 
had prevailed, of^his being difpleafed with Ce- 
cil for not addreffing his letters to him as re« 
gent of Scotland. This circumftance is the 
more remarkable, becaufe, as we have already 
feen, he returned a letter from the greateft no« 
hility of his own country unopened, becaufe 
it was without that formality. Many othor 
proofs are not wanting, that Murray, what- 
ever appearance of haughtinefa or aufierity he 
might have towards the Scotch nobility, court- 
ed Cecilys friendfliip in the moft abjed l^erms» 
The great expesce he was at in maintaining 
% kind of a ilanding army, on pretence of 
reftoring the public tranquillity, about his 
pcrfen, at this time drove liim into fome very 
mean and impolitic meafures for paying his 
foldiera. We find an order of the privy-coun- 
cil for ftripping the cathedrals of Aberdeen and 
Elgin, two fumptuous edifices, of the lead 
which covered them ; for the Reformation had 
not been fo fatal in the North, as it had been 
in other parts of the kingdom, to religious 
buildiskgs. The earl of Huntley, a profeffed 
papift, and his friends, were charged with the 
execution of this order, which could not but 
encreatfe the regient's unpopularity in thofe parts. 
Amni of a ha April, Beaumont, a perfon of diftinguifhed 
biffadon "** rank, was fcnt by the French king to mediate 
i between* Mary ^d the regent, He was, ac- 

cording 
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cording to fome writers, charged by his miiftef, a.d. tg^ 
at the hme time, to remind the regent of his 
promife when he left France, that he would fet 
his lifter at liberty* In an audience he had of. 
the regent, he demanded admittance to Mary^ 
but was refufed it. The regent pretended, 
that whatever promife he had made to the king» 
or any other perfon in France, the fame was 
void, by the parliament of Scotland having 
put it out of his power to perform it i and 
that he could not grant him accefs to Mary« 
without the concurrence of the three eftateSf 
whom he could not re-aiTemble in fo ibort a 
time fince their laft parting. Beaumont ihewed 
fome heat at this refufal ; nor does it appeat 
that he gained admittance to Mary while ihi 
was a prifoner ^. The regent was then it 
Glafgow, holding juftice courts, amd treatasig 
with the lord Fleming for the furrender of 
the caftle of Dumbarton. Fleming offered to 
give fecurity that l^e fhould hold that fott 
only for the young king ; but this offer Bdt 
being accepted of, he prepared for a vigorous 
defence, and the queen's party rendezvoufcd 
at Dumbarton, every day expecting her ef" 
cape. In Melvil's Memoirs, we have the copy 
of an affociation they had entered into for betf 
deliverance by force, if every other txptdknt 

• The wviter of MelWPi Memoirs hyi, tlta« he pirbcured 
Beaumont a fight of the qjueen while a ca|>|ive« Tfair wo«i4 
have been the more probable if the author had told us by what 
mcansy and by what aui^orit}\ 

failed ; 
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A.fK$sf^ failed ; and, on the firft of May, Mary found 
means to write the following letter, the origi- 
nal of which is in French (and I believe has 
never yet appeared in any hiftory of Scotland) 
to Elizabeth. 
Id^J^ «* Madam, mygoodfifter, the long dufation 
***«*^«*'** of my melancholy imprifonment, and the ills 
I have received from thofe to whom I had 
done fo much good, are to me not fo' morti- 
fying as that I am not in a capacity to lay be- 
fore you the true ftate of my misfortunes, and 
the injuries I have, from many hands, received. 
Therefore, meeting with the occafion of a 
faithful fervant in this place, to fend you this 
line, I have entruiled him with my thoughts, 
begging that you will believe him as myfelf. 
You may remember that you (have) often- 
times told me, that you meant the ring you 
ient me as a token for your aflifting me in all 
my misfortunes. You know that (my) bro- 
ther Murray is in pofleilion of all I had, (and 
that they) who have any thing of mine arc 
forced to deliver me nothing. Robert Melvil, 
at leaft, fays, that he dares not return me that 
rii^g UP9 though I fecretly recommended it to 
him, as being my moft precious jewel. There- 
fore I befeech you, that on reading this letter, 
you will have compaffion upon your good lifter 
and coufin, and believe that you have not, in 
any part of the world, a more tender and af- 
fedionate relation. You will pleafe, likewife, 

to 
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to cohiider the importance of the example fet a. d. i56f« 
ag^iinft me, with regard not only to a king or 
a queen, but an inferior perfon. I beg you 
will take care that no pterfon know what I 
write, becaufe I fliould thereby be worfe treat- 
ed ; and the faAion here boasts, that they have 
intdligence from their friends of all that you 
do or fay. Credit this porter as you would 
rayfetf. God Brcferve you from misfortune^ 
and give me* patience and pardon, that I may 
one day lament my misfortune with you, and 
acquaint you with more than I dare to write, 
which will be not a little to your fcrvice. From 
my prifon, this firft day of May, 

Your moft obliged and afFecHonate 

Sifter and good Coufin, 

Mary *.*^ 

We learn from this letter, that Mary, when Mary eC 
fhe wrote it, did not think her deliverance was LocbUvcni 
fo near as it proved, for flie efcaped from her 
imprifonment the very next day. The means 
by which fhe was delivered have been varioufly 
reprefented ; but it is agreed on all hands, that 
the capital inftrument of her efcape was young 
George Douglas, who is reprefented by our 
hiftorians as no more than eighteen years of 
age. This youth had been fo ailiduous in hi$ 

. ^ Tbis tetter im its French original, as piibTi(h«d hy fh» 
oditor qI the Ctdl papers* is very imperfc6t» and in fome. pUc«g. 
fcarcely intelligible. I have done my beft to fupply its deficien" 
ciea in tb« tnuHflatioa. 

Vol. VII. P attachment 
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A. D. 1568. attachment to Mary^ that he had made her 
keepers his friends. Some hiftorians^ Craw- 
ford in particular, have faid, that he was 
prevailed upon by the large pecuniary promifes 
made him by Mary, who prefented him with 
the jewels and gold fhe had about her, as an 
earned of far larger fums. The manner in 
which this efcape was conduced renders it fuf- 
picious that this report is raifed by the enemies 
of the Douglas family ; but it is not at all im- 
probable that the mothef of the young gentle- 
man might wink at Mary's efcape. Be that 
as it will, we know of no difficulty flie had 
in getting rid of her confinement. The keys 
of the cafUe were fecreted while the heads of 
the family were at fupper, on the fecond of 
May. Mary and one of her waiting women 
left her prifon, and reached a boat prepared for 
them by young George, who threw the keys 
of the caille into the river. Every meafure 
for her fafety had been concerted with the ut- 
mod precifion, and uncommon prudence. The 
Jord Seton, Beaton, and one of the Hamiltons, 
with their attendants, who, though few, were 
refolute, and completely armed on horfeback, 
were hovering on the oppofite bank of the 
lake; and upon Douglas giving the fignal of 
fuccefs, which had been previoufly agreed 
upon, they received Maiy from the boat, and 
mounting her upon a fpare horfe, they galloped 
to Niddrie, one of lord Seton's houfes, and 
from thence to Hamilton. 
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Mary, having thus regained her liberty, was a. 0.156$. 
received at Hamilton, which is no more than Arrives at 
eight miles diftant from Glafgow, where the ""* ""' 
regent ftill continued, by the earls of Argyle, 
Caflils, Rothes, and Eglinton, the lords So- 
mervil, Yefter, Levingfton, Borthwick, Mer- 
ries, Maxwell, Sanquhair, Rofs, and Fleniing, 
and many other barons and freeholders, who, 
with their attendants, quickly formed an army 
of fix thoufand men. The regent was not 
daunted at this event, but behaved as a man of 
courage and fpirit would do on fuch an occa* 
fion. The firft confternation of his party being 
over, he fummoned a meeting of his friends, 
in which it was debated, whether he fhould 
remain where he was, or retire to the town of 
Stirling. The regent gallantly and wifely re- 
jected all appearance of a flight by his retiring to 
Stirling ; and immediately ifiued proclamations 
for aflembling an army at Glafgow, which was 
an open town. It is amazing, that during the 
great confternation his party was under, the 
queen's friends did not immediately avail them- 
felves of their fuperiority, by attacking him 
in Glafgow ; but many confiderations, to which 
the regent could be no ft ranger, prevented 
this. They were far from being united among 
themfelves, and all of them agreed, if poffible, 
to come to an accommodation, in which they 
were flattered by the French embalTador, who 
attended Mary at Hamilton, and undertook 

P 2 the ' 
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A* a t$^%. the negooatioiif which afterwsrds prortd in* 
tSe&uHf and, in the loean whilc^ vt^as fiital fof 
Maty^ becauie it gave a refpil3$ to htr capitai 
eaemy, 
«riMfc(he Her frieodsy notwithftandin^ the preffing 
iwr ifieiids. emergency, thought it proper that flie flunild 
pubUcly» and in the moft foletnn raaniier, db- 
clare^ that the refignation of her crown, and 
the other acb of felf -deprivation which ibe had 
fignedy were e;Ktorted from her by force*. Ro^ 
bert Mdvil, and fome others who had been 
prefent at her pailing thofe deeds, confirmed the 
queen's declaration; and the aflembly unanif 
moufly pronounced them to be in themfelves 
void, and of no effed. A meflage was kni, 
at the fame time, in Mary's pame, requiring 
Murray to deiift from the exercife of the re^ 
gency, which he flatly refqfed to do. Some 
time was likewife fp^nt by Mary in drawing 
inftruclions for Beaton^ whom ihe fent to 
the courts of England and France to notify 
her efcape, and foUicit fuccours. All thofe de^ 
lays, which were encouraged by the regent's 
pretending to give an ear to the French embaf- 
fador, proved pernicious to Mary ; for the re- 
gent made ufe of them to bring artillery from 
Stirling to Glafgow, and to aflemble a body of 
four hundred difciplined refolute men, while 
thofe under the queen were weakened even by 
their own numbers, being without anns^ or^ 
jjcri OF experience, About five hundred mor^ 

[ troops 
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trocJps jmocfl ehc regent from Edinbtirgh ; and A.b.fs«- 
there was fomc talk of the carl of Matrr brin^ 
log the yOAng priiice, in petfoni td the field 
mgatnft hit mother. 

While both ptrtres were thin preparing fcfr 
war, a new bond of a/^bciation^ in the qneen'$ 
fa^nmri was entered into by nine earls, nine 
hKhopsy isighteen lordS) and a vaftnnhiberaf 
gr^at baroM and kn^olders. This bond, Keith, p. 
which vlrSLB dated Jit Hamilton the eighth of *^^* 
May, is fdlemn and loyal; but contains no^ 
thing in it very interefting to a reader. After 
various confultations, it was agreed, by her 
friends, that fht fliotild be conveyed to the 
ftrong cattle of Dumbarton, where flie was to 
remain ; the only meaflire which was now 
wanting to complete her ruin. Some of the 
moft Coniidtirate of Mary's ifriends oppofcd 
this rcfolution, beciufe they forcfaw, as after- 
wards happened, that Ihe could not reach that 
fort without a battle. The writer of Melvil's ttt^^ 
Memoirs fays, that Mary, diOiking to be en- 
tirely under the power of the Hamiltons, em- 
ployed the t'rench embaffador, and Melvil him- 
felf, to fet on foot a new negotiation, by means 
of fecretary Maitland and Kirkaldy, who werfe 
in the rcgent^s army. There is fome reafoft 
for doubting this fa6l, and fome others ad- 
vanced by the fkme author on this occafion. 
The queen's hopes of fuccefs were too fan* 
guine ; and perhaps they were encouraged by 

Beaumont, 
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A.D.I56S. Beaumont, who was piqued at having been 

duped by Murray. 
She is en- Upou the whole, the advice of Mary's wifeft 
f!^%^daV friends, which was, that ihe ihould march 
If Langndc. northwards, where flie was fare of being 
joined by the earl of Huntley, and the clans, 
was rejeded. This is faid to have been owing 
to the zeal of the archbiihop of St. Andrew's^ 
who aAed as general for Mary, and his diftin* 
guifhed partiality for the Hamilton family. 
He flattered himfelf with the hopes of brings 
ing about a match between one of the fons of 
that houfe, and Mary, and of himfelf gaining 
greater importance than ever in the kingdom. 
As to Mary feeking to renew the negociation, 
if Ihe did it, it was only with a view of amur 
iing the regent till fhe could reach Dumbar*- 
ton ; but it was foon out of her power to hav^ 
any choice. The regent being now between 
four and five thoufand ftrong had refolved to 
attack the queen's army at Hamilton, when he 
heard that it was in motion. Kirkaldy, who 
was one of the beft officers under him, imme- 
diately ordered a foot-foldier to be mounted 
behind every horfeman in the army, that they 
might take pofTeilion of a rifing ground near a 
place called Langfide, which he had recon* 
noitred, and which he forefaw muft be the 
place of adion, and to take pofleffioi^ of other 
advantageous pafles. This was the more estfily 
cffefted, as the queen's army was retarded by 

the 
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the earl of Argyle, her lieutenant-general, a, 0,1561- 
dropping from his horfe in an apople^ic fit. 
The beft account of the leaders of both , par** 
ties is to be found in Calderwood. ** There 
were (fays he) in the battle with the earl of 
Argyle, lieutenant, the earls of ^alfils, £g- 
linton, and Rothes ; lords Seton, Somervel, 
Yefter,Borthwick,Livingfton, Sanquhar, Boyd ; 
the iheriff of Air, the lairds of Bafs, Waugh* 
ton, Dalhoufie, Lochinvar, Roflin ; the avant* 
guard was led by Claud Hamilton of Paifley, 
fecond fon to the duke of Chatleheraut, and 
Sir James Hamilton of Windaill. With them 
the Hamiltons, their friends and followers, to 
the number of two thoufand men; they 
bragged that they would by themfelves defeat 
their adverfc party. The lord Herries had the 
condud of the horfemen, almoft all borderers, 
dependents, and tenants of lord Maxwell, 
his brother. James Stewart of Caftleton, and 
Arthur Hamilton of Mirriton, had the conduct 
of the ihot, to the number of three hundred. 
The regent's avant-guard was conducted by 
the lord of Morton, Alexander lord Hume, 
Patrick lord Lindfay, Robert lord Sempil. In 
the rear -guard with the regent were, John earl 
of Marr, Alexander earl of Glencairn, William 
Grahame earl of Monteith, the mafter of Gra- 
hame, lords Ruthven, Ochiltree, Stewart, 
Cathcart; lairds Barganie, Balquhan, Cefsfurd, 
Lu(s, Buchanan, Pitcur, Lochlevin, Lething- 

ton. 
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A.ai5<s. ton^ ^ir James Balfour ; the barons and gentl^-^ 
men of Leno:i^ and. tUo citizens of Glafgow. 
Tl)^ fbot was placed io the yards of Langfide. 
The hoFfemeii, about two hundrcdf were con- 
dueled by WiUtam Douglas of Dramlanrig, 
Ales^s^ider Hume of Manderfton, and lohn 
QarmichaQl of that ilk'' , 
, The regent, by getting poffeiEon of the hill, 
gained the battJie, which began with a can- 
nonade from fi^ pieces of artillery brought by 
hioit and feven by the queen. Her troQp5» 
in marching through a narrow lane to attack 
thofe of the regent pofted on the hill, fuffered 
confiderably, J do not find that either fide 
was furniflxed with fire-arms, except the harque- 
busuers, who did not exceed the number of 
two hundred in each army ; fo that the battle 
c;ontinued foi: about half an hour without al- 
moft any lofs on either fide, though jthe queen's 
cavalry ^t firft drove back that of the regent, 
who remained at the head of a firm biittaliop, 
sirmed with long fpears. The valour of the 
lords Hume and Lindfay, Kirkaldy, Ind the 
Highlanders under Macf^lane, having at lafi: 
ftsiggwed the queen's forces, the regent at- 
tacked the latter fo brifldy, that th^y were 
driven from the field, with the lofs, according 
to Calderwood, of three hundred men, whe 
^rere killed in .marching throiagh the narrow 
lane, which Gnmge hid lined with hav^oe^ 
buslers ; but the regent loft no more than, one 

man. 
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ntafl, who was a tbnaat oi lord MortOB. Tiie ^^«'itf« 
regent and Grange, wJio vis the chief inftrtt^ 
nent of gaining the viftorf, M fooA as l^t 
coat of the queei^'4 Crx>op8 beg^ft, exerted thenn 
felves in putting a ftop to the jmrfnit^ attd 
preventing farther bloodfiiedj a remarfcaUfe 
inftance' of humanity and moderation in a oi^ 
Til ivar. The mimber of prifonert on the 
queen's iide exceeded that of the flain. Tlie 
chief were the lords Seton and Kofi, the malter 
of CaflilSi Sir James Hamihon, the &eriffs ^ 
Air and Linlithgo>W9 and Hamiltoa of Bofib- 
wellhaugfa ^. 
Mary, who had been but too confident of ^^ fisct 

, to OaUo* 

viAory^ beheld the battle from an adjacent way, 
eminence ; but bo (bocicr did ihe iee her forces 
routed, than ihe loft all fpirit, and galloped 
off the field with a few attendants, among 
whom was the lord Herries, the otdy mifale- 
man on her fide who had difUnguifiied himlelf 
in the battle. At fitft ihe thought of ihotckig 
herfelf up in Dumbarton<aftle ; but reflecting 
that all the pafles to it were in the hands of 
her enemies, flie took the advice of lord Her' 
ries, and dire^ed her flight towards Galloway, 
where flie could have an eafy communication 
with England. The rememlH*ance of her late 

• The author of Mclvirt Mcmoirt ^y$, that part of tht 
queen*! army wai commanded by the lord (meaning the com* 
mendator) Arbroath, who uiUlbttbetAl/ irtt in France Ht sbl$ 
4ime, though hit younger brother* iori Claud* tssu one of Jmt 
ofTicen. 

Vol. VII. <^ , cap- 
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A.D.I5II. captivity doubled her fpeed;.fo that ihe rode 
iixty miles from the field of battle before ihe 
fl|3pL Having refreflxed herfelf, after fo fa- 
tiguing a journey, at the abbey of Dundrannan 
in Gatlowayy ihe held a confultation with her 
friends how to proceed. Some (if not all of 
-them) were fo' invincibly prepofTefled againft 
JESizabethy that they obtefied* Mary to follow 
any courfe rather than truft her pcrfon in the 
hands of the Englifh ; and told her, that ihe 
might very j^ffiUy' find means to. pafs over to 
France. She would have followed this advicfe, 
but was diverted from it by reflefting, that ihe 
'Inuik appear as an exile and a vagabpnd in a 
country where ihfe had lately reigned in all the 
.pomp of majeftyJ I am. of opinion with! an 
The author ingscnious Writer,' that Mary was credulous 
^uiry. ' \^r^a. to.wcaknefs; and this credulity feems to 
have :becn the fruitful fource of all her ipisfor- 
>tunes. Her credulity on this occafion termi- 
nated in obilinacy ; for ihe firmly believed 
that all Elizabeth's profeflions were fincere, 
and her affeftion fo unalterable, that ihe ftiould 
find in her a friend, a filler, and a protector. 
,She therefore perfifted in the defign ihe had 
formed of throwing herfelf into Elizabeth's 
arms, and ordered the lord Herries to acquaint 
the deputy-governor of Carlifle-caftle with her 
' refolution, which he did on the fifteenth *o£ 
May ; fo that ihe may be faid to have lived at 
liberty only thirteen days, from the time ihe 

was 
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was imprifoned in Lochleven-caiQ^ to the end a« 0.156$, 
of her life. 

Lord HerrieSy in his letter, demanded of the ^^ ^'m 
deputy 'go vernory .whether his miflreft, now EngUnd* - 
that her affairs had taken fo fatal a turn, by 
her late defeat at Langfide, could fafely trufi: 
herfelf ih Carlifle. The deputy-governor's an-, 
fwer was, that his fuperior officer, the lord 
Scroop, was at London, and that he wovld 
fend an exprefs to receive Elizabeth's orders j 
but that, in the mean time, if Mary fliould 
be conftrained to come to Carlifle, he would 
give her fhelter and proted^ion from her ene^* 
mies till the quedn of England's pleafure fliould 
be known. Before this anfwer reached Diin* 
drannan, Mary's fears were fo precipitate^ that 
&e had thrown herfelf into a iifliing^ihiackt: 
attended by the lord Herries, the French em-*. 
baflador, and about fourteen other perfon^ 
and landed that night at Wirkington, on the 
fouth fide of the river Derwent in Cumberland^ 
and li;;teen miles from the mouth of the liven 
Dee and Nith in Scotland (from one of which 
fliexmuft have taken her paflage) and about 
thirty Englifli miles diftant from Carlifle. At 
firft flie endeavoured to conceal her quality, 
but flie was quickly fufpeded by the neigh* 
bouring gentlemen to be no ordinary per- 
fonage ; and when they knew her to be the 
queen of Scotland, they conduced her, with 
the greatefl marks of refped, to Cockermouth^ 

(^2 a town 
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itD.t56i. i towA bebpgil^ to the caii of Norlhumber^ 
land, who firft gave Elizabeth inteUigc^tiee o{ 
Ikt ^frriVal ia Eiigland. 
Hfh m A a m . If that priocefi was ever fiqcere in her pr o- 
tob» ffffiQos of iriendfhip towards Mary, her fentit* 
meats wae now altered. Beaton had found 
Mady adnuttance to her prqfence, when he 
difcharged his commiffion ; but he was fa in* 
cantiana as previoufly to inform Cecil that he 
was ocxlcfed by his miftreia to proceed to 
the court of France, and to make the fame re« 
4aeft to th^t king as he was to make to Eliza* 
beth, a. fupply of men and money. Cecil did 
not fail to acquaint Elizabeth with^ this parti* 
cnlar ; and though ihe gave Beaton all poffible 
encoun^ement, ibe told him, with an air of 
{rankQ^&, that Mary could receive no afiiflance 
from her, if ihe applied for any from France ; 
Vpon whicbt Beaton promifed to do nothing 
at that CQurt| but to notify his queen's efcape 
itom prifon^. In the mean while, Cecil in* 
formed Norri$, the Engliih refident at Paris, 
cf what had happened, and inftrudied him to 
acquaint the French king, that if any affiftance 
was fent to. Mary from France, fhe was to ex- 
peft none froln England. Elizabeth next or- 
dered Leight^n, a gentleman of her court, 
to repair, but with no higher charader thaa 
that of ad agcint, to Scotland (Mary's arrival 
iti Knglakid not being yet known) with a. fet 
of inftmftxmSi which are ftill extant, in ^ Ce« 
* cirs 
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cU'5 own hand. They contain in ft^fiance, a^^ ijo; 
that lAaghton Ibpuld make an offer of Eliza* 
betb'i mediation between Mary and , her fub« 
jeds;.a04 if the iame fliould be rejected tfy 
them* that Elisabeth would fend an army to 
reduce them to their duty^ provided that no* 
forces arrived from France. She ingenuoiiftjr 
gives her reafons for this cautioOf which are^ 
that if any fuch troops ihould arrive in Scot- 
land* th«y would foon revive the former broils 
and animofities among the three kingdoniSb 
Elisabeth promi(ed likewife, that if boith par- 
ties would accept of her mediation, and leave 
the (ettlement of their aflEurs to her, flie would 
fiend fo refpedable an embaffy to Scodand» as 
ihould replace Mary in all her powers and 
ipaintain them in all their privileges. 

Though Leighton had no opportunity to ex- who u. 
ecute this commiiEon, yet, from its contents, mH^'% 
we have no reafon to doubt the fincerity erf *"*^' 
Elizabeth's profeifions in Mary's favour; smd 
when Beaton took his leavc^ Elizabeth charged 
him with another ring to be prefented to 
Mary^. A few hours foon gave her other 



* I hay« already meotioiied a nog which Mary recAvtd icom 
Eiizabttby And which Camden and other authon iay» Beaton 
fHTofenUd to Elizabeth at his audience ; but that circumaanoe 
tannot be tnie» as it appean by Mary*s letter ibe had not tlmt 
ring So her pofleiXion when (he eTcaped from LocUeven. Mr, 
Keith is inclined to believe, that no ring was fent from either 
qoeen on this occaiion ; but it is certain, from the confenences^ 
that happened afterwards at Hanpton-coi^ that Elizabeth 
ffave one to Beaton. 

ideas. 
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A. ix'istfi ideas. She no fooner received the account of' 
Mary's arrival in England, and a letter from 
herfelf to the fame purpofe, whkh has been 
printed by Camden, than (he affemUed her . 
privy-council to deliberate how (he was to pro- 
ceed, Leicefter, who had before always ap- 
peared to have been Mary's friend, now, for 
the firft time, took part with Cecil, by de- 
claring himfelf her violent enemy. They 
urged, that as Mary had arrived in England 
without any fafe-condu^t, or afluraiice from 
Eli^abeth^ (he thereby became her prifoner. 
This was the fenfe of the majority; and f f om 
Elizabeth's after proceeding, there is no room to ' 
doubt, that (he, from that moment, (what- 
ever her outward profeffions might be) fe- 
cretly determined to make Mary her prifoner, 
and tcy treat her as fuch, without any regard to 
Mary's calamitous circumftances, or her own ' 
former proteftations *. She now entered upon^ 
a moft amazing fcene of diflimulation, in which 
ihe was afllfted by her minifters, and even by' 
Throgmorton, who durft not oppofe Leicefter. 
She ordered one Middlemore to repair to Scot** 

• • • • 

• Mr. Camden, who wrote Elizabeth's life at the requeft of 
the Cedil family, chiefly to clear lord Burleigh from the concern 
he had in Mary's perfecutions and death, is, in this part of hia 
hiftory, very inaccurate. It appears very plainly from the late 
publication of the Cecil papers, that the moft important of them^ 
relating to that unfortunate lady, were concealed from his 
knowledge. The reverend Mr. Keith's hiftory, from which 
I have reaped fo much bcncjit, ends at Mary's flight into Ehg-. 

land| 
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landy and to talk roundly to Murray concornr ^' ^' 'i^« 
ing his conduA and rebellion againft Mary^ 
and even charged him with a letter, commai|d- 
ing him to dear up his conduct by a writing 
under his own hand ^. There is, however, 

• Mary^s firft letter to EUzabetb gives us a ftrongev pidure of 
Jber iltuation and fufFerings than u to be met widi eliewhere. 
The tranflation from the French is as foUows s 

'* Although my dear irfter is not unapprifed of the conduft of 
fome of my fubje^ts, whom, from nothing, I ruied to the Mt 
dignities in my realm, yet that their ingratitude and rebellion 
may appear the more confpicitons, your majefty will pleaie to 
recolie^bhow fir^ they attempted to fcize roe^ and the king my 
late httfband $ but it pleafed God not only to defeat their enter- 
prize, but to permit us to drive them from our kingdom, into 
which, however, they were again received, at your reqoeft. Bat 
no iboner were they returned, than they committed a more enor- 
mous crime than the former, by killing one of my fervants in 
mypreftnce, when big with^ child, and by holding me captive. 
And though Providence was again propitious in delivering me 
out of their power, and I not only forgave, but received them 
into as great confidence as ever; yet they, forgetting my fa- 
vour, and diiregarding their promife, devifed, favoured, fignedt 
and affifted in a crime which they falfely impute to me, as I hope 
plainly to prove to you. Under this pretext they came againft 
me in battle-array, accuiing me- of being badly counielled and 
of keeping bad company, from which they wanted to deliver 
me, that they might freely (hew me what things req4fired refor- 
mation. Being confcious of my own innocence, and wilBng to 
prevent bloodfhed, I furrendered myfelf. But reformation (of 
which I was deiirous) was not their purpofe. They ieized and 
feiit me to prifbn. When I accufed them of breach of promiie, 
mnd requefted to know the reafon of this difloyal uiage, they 
anfwered me not. I aiked to be heard in council : it was re- 
fufed me. In (hort, they confined me without the neceflary at- 
tendants ; two women, a cook, and a furgeon, being all my 
liouihold. They threatened to kill me, if I did not fign a re- 
nunciation of my crown, which the fear of death only made me 
to do, as I have fince evidenced before all my nobility, and as I 
hope to give you authentick proofs of. After that, they re- 
^eized, (ill me refaifirent) accu^, and proceeded againft me in 

parliament. 
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A. 0.1561!. too good r^afon to t)eli€ve^ that VLiASLcmtcm 
KfU charged with privatie inftra&idns^ very 

9. • . • . • . 

liearingme, forbidding any lawyer to defend my ca\i(e. Thev 
iikewife obKgtd^othen to'accede to their vrfurpaction t)f lifiy ^^- 
nity $ and robbing me of every thing I had in the world, they 
woiiktmever pecmit nie^ «ilher Isy woiids or writing, t0 pvove 
.the fa^fity of tlidrinventipQ$. At laft it pleafod God to delimei- 
me, when they wex« oa die verge of mimkriiig me, tbae th^ 
might enjoy ntf tate with more iecnrlty, although i offered, 
•to aniwer their 2iccaiatk>na, and to concur with them in pu«- 
Aiflmig tbe guiky. I iay it jileafed God to deliver me» to the 
jjreat coKtentment of all my fubje6b» Murray^ Mohair 
Aime, Gkncaisn, Sempi], juad Maxx, only ^cepted ; an4 
yett aiber the w^ole of the nobility had reforted to me, I 
foaty in ipitt of their ingratitude and unjuil cruelty, to of*- 
•^ them furety for their lives and eftates, and to call a .par*- 
■Uament for the reformation of the ftate. Twice did I make thia 
c^ertur^ and twice did they impnfon my me£bngei's, and> by 
jsTOcdomation, declared all who ihpuld a0ift me traitors. I ia^ 
formed then^ that if they would name any ope of my party t9 
mediate /in^pfa^^, he ihould be lent $ provided they would alio " 

commiflUm tho£e of their fa£lion I ihould pitch upon, for that 
j^oipofe. They took my officer, and my proclamations ^ aA^^' 
5irhen Idemfinded a iafe«*condu£t for my lord Boyd, tht^^uk^ 
iwered, iif any had fuled in xbity to the regent aud my foo^ 
iwhomithey 0ile king, they hadnothing for it, but to dejfert me^ 
«q4 ftibivit. This ^eat^ iiicenfed all the nobiJity. Kotwith- 
ilandiAg, when I ccmiidered that they were only private mei^ 
(porticuliearO and that all my nobles were more than ever de^ ^'' 

voted to my iervice, I would not proceed to chaftifb them, 
Ihoping that time, aud your favoui*, would by degrees reduce 
them to their 4uty. But being informed that they were re- 
iUved either to retake me, or all die in the attempt, I bqga^ 
j^ march, towards Pumbarton, my -nobility keeping between 
•me and -the enemy. This when they faw, they pofted them- 
selves in the way of my forces, la, order to . catch jue. My 
-tnM^pA, being irdtattd to be thus anterrupted on their nurch, 
•attadc^d them, but without m-dej;. Thus, though I had twice 
Ttheir number* God permitted me to be difcomfited. Many 
.were killed i« -the 4eld» many cruelly U^ the retreat, and many 
iwene made pnfonera. But brooking off the purfuit, in order to 
.lake oie either dead or alive, I hafted firit to Dumbaitoh ; but 

fooi\ 
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jocoinpatible with his dftenfible orders^ The ^.1^1561. 
lord Scroop was ordered to co«operate with 
Middlemore ; but the reader, in the notes, 
will perceive how they executed their commil*- 
iion, in a letter, written by Mary to Elizabeth 
in French, which I have tranflated, and efteem 
to be one of the moft perfed models of epit 
tolary writing, though I do not recoiled: to 
have ever fcen it ip any Scotch hiftorian *# 

ibon changing my coUrfe, God, of bis infinite goodneff, pre* 
ienred me^ to fiy into your country, being well alfured that J, 
my lord Herrief , and the other nobles who attend me, will not 
0nly find a (ife protection from their cruelty in your natural 
goodneft, but afCftance to recover my kingdom, and recom- 
mendation to other fovareigns. I beg you will fend immedi- 
ately for me, as I am in a condition not even futting a iingle 
gentlewoman, having ihved nothing from the enemy $ to efcape 
whom, I was obliged to ride (ixty miles the tirft day acrofs the 
country, never having dared fince then to travel but by night* 
But as I hope foon to nairate to you, if you companionate my • 
misfortunes^ the whole of their proceedings, I will not at pre^ 
lent importune you with a longer narrative $ but end with my 
pi'ayers to God for good health and long life to you, and to me 
patience and coniblation, which I exped from you, to whom I 
hombly recommend myfelf. Wirkin£;tcn, May i7f 156s* 

• ** Madam, my good fifter, the gentleman who delivers you 
thtt» bdng come with a commiilion from my good brother the 
king of France, that he may underftand the truth of my ftate 
and treatment in your kingdom, I am forry that I have {0 little 
rt2£on to praife the behaviour of your minifters. As for your- 
(e\(, I neither can, nor will complain of you i and the rather, 
becauie I underftand by my lord Merries, as well as by the copy 
of a letter you wrote to my bafbird -brother, that you have or- 
dered that wicked fubjed to render you an account of his unjuf' 
tifiable proceedings. But what has followed f Middlemore fent 
to proted my fubje&s, has not, indeed, met with a refufal of 
your requcft, for that you might command ; but before hi« eyes, 
they have demoliihed the houfe of a principal baron, and with- 
out ieeming to take offence at an outrage d> difgraceful and dif- 
lionourable to your frlendibip, in which 1 and my frk nds re* 
* Vol. Vll. R poft 
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4kD.($Ub IVEary was cooduded from Gockeraaevilli 6^ 
&(f forHfle, w4 waited upon by the Ic^d Scroops 



priibiier. 



poie otir all^ he ha? rem^iaed for eight i»fi i^ith thengl in tkcic. 
company. What kind of offices he ufcs, I cannot fay i but aU 
my liibfe^ts affirm, that thef are wori& trta[led fince hW anriva>. 
f4y ejficjnios go farthei: 5 Xi^ey boaft of having an. addkWs^^l au- 
thority by him 5 and while they are purfuing their plan of cpn-' 
que r|og my kI]tgdom» tb«y art abufing you witk promiibs, thac 
tlxe^r will l^y before yqn the. pooof» of their wiot^^d d^div^i^ic^ 
what terrorj would no^ this unequal treatment, which we re- 
ceive, ftrilM into me, were I not embol<^ed by my innocence, 
and my truft in that God who has hitherto preferved me I Con- 
£der, mad^i they poifefs my authority^ tbi^y ufurp xo:fr~fQyux» 
tl\ey have my eftatc as the mcaji^s of corruption. % ^?. revfpue*. of 
the kingdom aije at th^ir commapd 5 and your minifta:*, Qmfi of^ 
t^em at leaft, daily fend tbem advices and co^n(el> hpw to be- 
have fo a$ to win ypa ovejr. I v/iik to God you ksj^vi" vbatX 
know. A9 to me I am here^ kept as a prifoner» a^d diicouotcr*^. 
nanced by the refufal of your prefence, 5 while, npy enezoies, witk 
fwordfl In their bands* have feized myall, under falfe inyeiMX)'^ 
ries, the methods which they have ufed to detain them, while 
they profecute their malicious (landers agalnft- me, wbv am de*. 
^tute of counfel, and the mestns of luaking the.propef pre{^ 
Yations, u^der fuch circiimftances, for vindicating my honouif. 
All I can fay is, may Gpd judge betweeu them a|i4 cp<e ! 

" My enemies haveieen their caufe countenanced by thex^iily 
|>pwer from whoni I expelled relief; nay, my lord Scroop was. 
commHTipued to treat with tbemr which wa$ the fame, tfiing .a» 
ownifig theoi to be the fouataio of juflice. 

<f I cannot l^elp pouring forth my complaints toyoti, to beg 
ii^X yotf w?»uld fei^d for me, that you may hear w^ fi)iTows/ 
a^dgive me quick relief, according to my neceiStie^j oreUe bhae 
you would permit me to retire to France, or fo any other coun- 
try, wh^re, as I wrote in vay laft letter*, I ibould find more fiiit- 
able entertainment, I again, implore you, as you foe what cf. 
fefts have followed, not to award Iq unequal a Combat, betwtxC • 
them ara\ed« ai>4 n>e defencelef^, Impart to thk gsentleman ' 
your refoluti^t whether, iu reientment of the dlihonour they 
haxe don^ yoUj^yoM iwtfAd to aijift me, or to fiifer m^ lo g&, Fbr 
vitUout waitiin^ for 2^ third attack, I flmll be forced to h^ve re- 
courfe to the kiflgs of France and Spain, if. you will take no 
co^ern-in, nor h^ve any regard for, my juft compialntsf and 
When I ai^gh. reftofed to Oiy diipruty^ I Oiall thetv be ii> a coiiditio» - 

to 
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titid Sir RflwadB Ktioifes, Elizabeth's vice-cliam- a.*, ises. 
berlaih^ with fcttcifs from thil prinfcefs, ^ei 
tiitb^ofeQi<ms of &ifendfliit),atidpl*ohii&^ oirtr 

to convince yon of their malice, and my inA&teiibe* fa Mfyt 
lh«tn to tdhquftr iiiy kingdom, and then come and accufe m«, 
-what ^ave I gaijrtd l^ puttlhg tfayfdf iliider yoilr jxrOtC^iCh f Ti / 
it a proof of their righteoufnefs th^ thejr proceed without tlv- 
^^ihg f^ what h laid to their charge ? JVidge, madam, ac- 
cording toth^ il^iefior ttiiderftaiijing with Whith God has bleft 
you, and fiot according to th^ vie'W^ of thofe who are fif&^d by 
]^&rtkl alfe6lions. J olame no perfon; but tread upoA a vile 
'mnk, Wid It will turn againft you. Wilt what anguifli then 
muft a royal hOurt bHir thpfe dela^ windi ftkxr sdvifers liSivft 
dccafioned ? 

** I im^bre you, fe^li* inf compkihls, which 1 have defired 
this gtfitlemtn tb iay before ybu, ahd giVe them fuch an anlUeb 
as that they ihall need to. proceed no farther. Thui, iiccordifli: 
to itif is6^c$ in fC\X, you (hall dehionitrate that you have no oc* 
C^nm toik admonilhed to do jHftk^ to your bl6ocl> four equals, 
your neighbour*) and your friends } and that yeu Urt e^t&i cute*- 
-fill t6 heaf and relieve the aiBii^ed and opprefTed, rather than 
Ibe t>owerful ^d the un]uft. Prove yotiifeff, 1ft feffe^, to be my 
elder iiiter, and you ihaU fee fhtft, with kll |;ratitud$ ^d t^^^- 
tliertt friendlhip, I ihajl prove myielf worthy of beiiig thfe 
)rOfln]jer. The king, itiy good brdthfer, will affift you in aU 
vour imdertakings, if yix^ rccfikn h ; fo Will ^H liHg ^ ipAtfi i 
ahdboth of them (hall owe you thanks. But, fbis fipart^ let 
tlft 6tliglitibnbe to mc alone, let the fatisfa51ion be theirs f and^ 
accordini^ to ybiu: anfweri thit geiitlSlnan wlH vither iJturt h'A 
mafter of your good ofBces, or will put him up^n emplbjring hil 
oWh, f^hich will gite m^ n^ iihall uneafinefs, on account of the 
friendfiiip I pi^mifed myftlf ^ youi* hinds, kvfA Whitti ^tm hsld 
once refolved to perform. 

•• I likewKe be^ that you will fuflPer the lord Fleming to pro* 
€9td on bis jountcy, In (ottih j^ai^icukr bufinds i-eiatin^ to fiiy 
jointure. There are certain other fmall reqatfts hk faffmt ^ 
fomc of nty taoft trufty (ervants, which I have defired this gen- 
tleman to l&y belbre yoti. Not to trouble you Widi a Idn^r lei-* 
ter, I make a tender to your ma}^(ty of my inoft aflMMCMM)^ 
fpc6ts, praying God, madam, with health, to give you a long 
«mi happy rttgn* Ftottk Cfrflifle, this tWcnty-fiHl 6T /une, 

VmrfOMlMtf, 
Mary R." 

Ra dreg; 
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A.Dti55«, drefs ; but they were at the fame time fetcrfitly. 
^pjoined to keep a ftricl w^tch over all Mary's 
motions, that ihe might dot regain her liberty. 
This was the effeft of Cecil's counfels. He had 
coftvificed Elizabeth, that if M^ry was fufr 
fered to go over to France, flie would return 
to Scotland with a French army, which, when 
joined by her friends there, might endanger 
Elizabeth's crown. To have reftored Mary to 
the throne of Scotland, was, he faid, equally 
dangerous to Elizabeth ; as the firft. ufc ihe 
would make of her power would be to extm- 
guifh the Englilh, and, perhaps, the proteftant 
intereft in that country, by the fevere revenge 
jhe would take upon her enemies. He con- 
cluded, theriefore, that the moft fortunate 
event . of Eli?5abeth's reign was, that fhe had 
now her moft formidable enemv h^x; ^aptive. 
Elizabeth^ though a great princefs, had about 
her piahy feminine weakneffes ; among which 
Was a high conceit of her own perfonal beaui- 
ties, and appearing fenfibiy mortified with the 
thought^ of beiqg rivalledf All Europe re-^ 
founded with the fame of Mary's charms j 
which were now at their full height, while 
her ponverfation and writing proved that the 
accomplifhments of her mind exceeded, if pof- 
fible, thofe of her perfon. The having.it in 
her power to lock up from the public view the 
pnly yival fhe dreaded, either in empire or. 
|>eauty, ^att^red her vanity* It was an event 
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MrhliCb (he durft not have hoped for» and era(ed ,AfT>..%sflf* 
/rom her mind all fentiments (fuppofing them 
to have be^n fincere) of friepdihip fpr her. 
fifter queen* 

The fiirft requeft nia4e by^ M.ary to l^lizabcth sh* wn«f 
\7as, that 0ie might be admitted to her pre- bctk 
fence, that flie might clear herfelf froip eyery 
imputation upon her conduA^ either as a queen . 
or a woman. She then fent lord Herries with 
letters, repeating this r^queft in the moil: 
^arneft . manner ; and Eli^ab^th receive^ him, 
with. great apparent cordiality; btit intiinated, 
that before Ihe gave his miftrefs a meeting, ihe . 
muft clear up. her condud. She charged himt 
at the fame time, with a letter to Maiy, and 
gave him copies of Middlemore's injtrudions { 
nay^. ihe ieemed. impatient to have an opporr 
t unity to give Mary the mofl: convincing proofs 
pf kcr fiiendihip and afie^tiqn. The ^report 
made byJord Herries of his favourable recep- 
tion^ filled Mary'with the mpH agreeable hope$ 
of feeing a fpeedy end to her fuSerings ; but z . 
few hours awakened her from her dcli^iion, 
when ihe found ihe was a prifoner. It wa$ 
upon this occafion ihe vi^rote the letter to- Elir 
zabeth which I have already inierted . in th^ 
notes, becaufe the tranfadions mentioned 4n 
it were previous to the date of the letter^ 
which is, their only voucher. Upon thci return 
pf Herries, and his prefenting her with Eliza- 
petWs letter, ihe wa9 ^maa;ed to find that priqr 
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*^-^s*. «ft itifift upGfi her deiring h«rfdf fi:6m all tht 
charges againft her, in a legale formal, mabtief) 
and before Englifli c^mmifliOAcrd* Mury was 
foon removed to Bolton, a houfe belongii^g to 
the lord Scroop. Itx the mean while, Cecil re- 
ceived a letter firom the Englilh tAibaftador ftt 
Paris, dated the feventh of July> aGqUaimittj; 
him with a-defign entered into by the kihgs of 
fVance and Spain, and the pope^ againft Eli^ 
2abeth, Updn Mary^s account This defign 
wa6 diibove^ed to Vhcrh by tiie provoft^mar^ 
^al of Pari&, whom he entertained as a %y, 
atKl who inf(»rmed him, that an Italian, who 
•^ai^ very intimate with the earl of Arundel ia 
London, wak the agent for the party there ^ 
and that the French king was to fit out fix gal^ 
lies und^er De Lagard, as his proportion of the 
expedition. Elizabeth and her minifters bev 
}ieved. Or affeded to believe, this intelligence { 
and Mary's tanguarded refcntmcnt at the treats 
tnent flue received, ferved as a handle to juftify 
farther fevcrities. 
inth«moft The coonteft of Lenoit had been delivered 
^Mit!"^ out of the Tower, upon the ^ews of her foh's 
murder teaching Elizabeth ; and was now^ bcr 
totoe intimate with that princefs, who en*- 
eouraged her in her inceflant and earned: ap* 
plications againft Mary for that inhuman a6t 
Elizabeth ftill pretended to be under great dif- 
ficulties how to behave, while Mary- comr 
plained bitterly of her admitting the cpuntefp 

of 
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ol linoiX to her comtpaiiy, and eatdnding her A#tt-ij6t 
frtko, that privilege which ihe faid was due to 
her hirth^fufferingSy and her innocence. Mary^ 
atlaft, threatened to make a public appeal to 
the princes of Europe concerning her wrongs. 
Elisabeth's reply was, that the Englilh Iic»i 
was generousjt but was not to be bravcd« 
Mary, in return, hoped^ that if ihe had mide 
ufe of any^ unbecoming expreffions, that £li<< 
isabeth would eonfider them aa being wrung 
from her by her injuries andmiferies. *^ If (faid Letter froa 
' fee) I have offiinded you, 1 am in your power EiSb^, 
to make you fatisfai6l3on» But if you injure? ^"^ ^' 
me, to whom can I complain of my good fif-* 
t^r and couiin, but to the queei\ of England ? 
If you, added flie, are the firft of the lion 
brood, you cannot refufe me to be the feqond/^ 
Mary then offers to order all her party ill' 
Scotland inxmediately to lay down their alrms^ 
and to fubmit her caufe to a trial in Weft^ 
niinfter Halt She wrote mail^ otI\er letters to^ 
the like purpofe, which I am obliged to oqfiit; 
All their effeft was only to -^nultiply. her 
hardihxps. She had fent the lord Heminjg to 
ailift lord Herriea at the Englifli court, and 
from thence to proceed to that of France; but 
even this poor confolation wte denied to Mary;. 
and Elizabeth ftopt Fleming in his journey^ 
on pretence, th^t fhe had alrdkdy acqu^unted 
the French king of her a&irs by bis embaf* 
fador„ Qeaumont, Cecil went fo far as to fa|F 

at 
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A.p;i563» at tlie council-board, that Elizabeth ought to 
avail herfelf of the junfture, by reviving hef' 
claim of fupcriority over the kingdom of 
Scotland* That artful minifter was' no flranger W 

to Elizabeth's fecret thoughts ;• and was incef- 
fandy fuggefting to her and her council thef 
dangers that muft accrue to England, if Mary 
was ibfiered to regain her- liberty. He hcl^ it 
as an undoubted truth, that ihe wa9 born the 
hereditary enemy of * Elizabeth, whom ihe 
^ hated in' her heart, and whom flie coniidered 
as the' author of all her misfortunes ; and '' that 
the firft ufc ihe would make of her freedom, 
would be ^o throw herfelf into the arms of 
France, which, in conjnnAion with her party 
both in England and Scotland, would be 
greatly an overmatch fof Elizabeth. Thefe 
reafons are inforced in Cecil's papers that have 
come to our bands, with great^perfpicuity, and 
jdrength of reafoning') but the particulars do 
BOt properly fall within the compafi of hif- 
tory, 

ntrdiftreff Mary's fituation became every day niore de- 

intuSii'd pl€>rable. The earl of Northumberland and the . 

Scotknd. popifli fubjocbs of England were removed from 
her perfon ) and a deiign was formed to remove 
her either to Nottingham,. orFotheringay. The 
Englilh council of the North was reprimanded 
for the civilities ihewn her by the members. 
The lord Claud Hamilton, and other young 
Scotch noblemen, who had come to pay her 

their 
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their refpefts, were told that their abfencc a. 0.156$. 
would be more agreeable; and it was even 
hinted to herfelf^ that fhe ought to break off all 
correfponidence with Scotland. In that kingdom 
Mary's affairs wore the fame melancholy afped. 
Immediately after the battle of Langfide, the 
caffles of Hamilton and Draffan furrendered to 
the regent ; and the lord Ruthven was fent to 
command^ againft the earl of Huntley, who had 
advanced to the banks of the Tay, to join Mary 
with a thoufand foot, and a thoufand horfe; 
but hearing of her overthrow, he thought it 
prudent to return to the north. In the mean 
while, the earls of Argyle and Caflils had drawn 
together the fcattered remains of Mary's army 
to a coniiderable number ; but hearing that the 
regient was advancing againft them, at the head 
of four thoufand men, they diimiffed their, 
forces, and many of them gave hoftages to him for 
their good behaviour. Upon Middlemore's ar- 
rival in Scotland, he found the regent triumph- 
ing over all oppofition. 

Mary's condud under fuch a load of afllic-^ a commif. 
tions, though paffionate, and fometimes incon- ^l^in^hr 
fiftent, was natural. She often upbraided ^y^"«*^^- 
Elizabeth as having prevailed upon her to re- 
admit her rebels into Scotland. She fometimes 
complained of her duplicity, in detaining her, a 
fovcreign, free-born, princefs. At other times, 
fhe threatened to apply for juftice to other 
princes, nay, to the Turk himfelf, if (he was de- 

VoL. m S nied 



t^6 THEHISTORT 

AvD» f 56I1 uied it in England ; and flic complained Itioft 
Vehemently^ that Elizabeth had agreed to ad«^ 
fnit her rebel and baftard brother to her pre* 
fence, while Ihe excluded hcr^ thi^iftgh her equal 
and her fifter, from that privilege. As to the 
regent, though he had the ihrongeft aflurance^ 
that his perfon and caufe were favoured by £li« 
^abeth, yet he fought to guard hiirifelf againft 
accidents. Elizabeth had required l^im to 
forbear all hoftilities againft the queen's party^ 
and he feemed to obey, though he pleaded 
that he had doiie nothing but by the authority 
of parliament. I am, however, to obferve, that 
Mary was denied to be heard before that par- 
liament in hel: own defence. After a long de« 
bate in the Englifli council, Elizabeth faw that 
file could with no colour of equity rejcft all 
•Mary's applications; * and under pretest of 
Mary having already agreed to have her caufe 
heard before Englifli judges, flie named the 
duke of Norfolk. th« earl of Sufiex, and Sir 
Ralph Sadler, her commit oners to try the 
caufe between Mary and her fubjefts. It docs 
not appear, that Mary had ever prccifely screed 
to that method of proceeding; but Elizabeth 
took advantage of her general declarations, that 
file was willing to refer her caufe to her cogni* 
^ance. It was eafy to fee that Elizabeth, by th* 
method flie propofed, would gain all the ends 
file fecretly aimed at, and ilill priSferve fome ap^ 
pearance of juftfce. It was no difficult matter 
' ^ to 
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to perplex and prolong the trial, and tfaereUy t\> a« »• »56«* 
xrootinue Mary's coafinement^ while Hurray waS 
to reign ix^ Scotland as Elisabeth's fubftitute. : 

Murray, in the mean while, had notice given i* 5i oppor- 
him to be ready to appear before Elizabeth's Hemes. 
commiffidners^ on the fourth of Qciober follow- 
ing ; but this refolution of Elizabeth was difff- 
greeable to both parties. The. lord Herries, 
who was Manx's ambaflador. with Eliear- 
beth, endeavoured to explain the meaning of 
his miftrefs, in offering to iubmit her caulb 
to Elizabeth. He faid, (be ' never meant to 
pdmit her own fubje^sto be parties agaiail her ^ 
but that file tnight h^ve acceft to Elizabeth, to 
whom &e would not qniy vindicate her con- 
dud, but make fuch difcoveries a^ were knoWft 
only to berfelf. He objeded, for the £une rea^ 
fbn, againft his miftre& debafing herfelf to ad- 
mit Engli0)i noblemen^ be their rank ever fo 
high, as judges between her and her fhbjeds. 
This oppoiltioa made by Herries, £erved as 
(reflht matter to juftify Mary's continuanos ia 
prifon, efpecially after Eiics^beth had' received 
letters from Mary herfelf to the fame purpofa 
Elizabeth referred Herries to her council^ who 
charged him with having retra/fled what had 
been before agceed upon.by himfdf and his mi& 
trefs* HerriM made the beft apology for hi>th 
he couldf and offeredy if Elizabeth would fu&r 
Mary to return to Scotland, to procure the gua- 
ranty q{ the kiogs of France and Spain^ that, no 

S 2 foreign 
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A. D. i^u. foreign troops 'fliould be admitted into that 
kingdom ; but not being able to produce any 
authority from thofe two potentates, Elizabeth 
perfified in her refolution of trying Mary's 
caufe before commiffioners. 
CoBdaaor The regent, on the other hand, proceeded 
**«*^ with every caution that attends confcious guilt 
Though he was well afiured of Elizabeth's fa<* 
vour and Cecil's friendfhip, yet he thought 
proper to make fome previous ftipulations. 
He demanded a full and particular anfwer of 
what he was to eipef):, in cafe he and his 
friends fliould make good their allegations 
againft Maty, by proving the letters, fonnets, 
and contrads they had in (heir hands to be ori«- 
ginals of her writing. Cecil anfwered this de-p 
mand in a moft evafive manner. He faid, if his 
commifiioners ihould appeiar before thofe of 
Elizabeth, they fhouid be heard; but that, 
though the piapers iii queftion fhouid be fpund 
to be originals, both parties fhouid have a fair 
hearing. Upon further confideration, the lord 
Herries, with Mary's iconfent, agreed to accept 
of the commifiioners; and upon his return to 
Bolton towards the end of July^ he made the 
following declaration to Mary in the hearing 
of lord Scroop aYid Sir Francis KnoHes, which 
is of too much importance to the fubfequent 
part of this hiflory to be omitted here. 

^* Queen Elizabeth hath commanded me to 
lifiure ypiir jnajcfly, if ^ou will coniipjt your 

i:aufd 
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cauic to her, not as your judge, but as your A.ats^i. 
coufin and friend, Ihe will fend for thofe noble- 
men of Scotland who have depofed you, and 
oblige them to render an account of their con* 
dud, before any Engliih commiflioners you and 
her fhall approve ^ of ; for which if they can af- 
iign reafons (and the queen of England thinks 
they canndt vindicate their behaviour) queen 
£li2&abeth will by arms (if they ifaould oppiofe it) 
replace you on the throne, on condition that 
you renounce all claim to her crown during her 
life, and that of the iffiie of her body ; that you 
abandon France, and enter into a ftrid confede* 
racy with England ; and, lafily, that rejefting 
themafs, you receive the common prayer-book ' 
of the Englifli communion.'' 

It was obfervcd of Mary, that after her arrival AitwitKjji 
at Bolton cafile, her perfon and behaviour was beiuin 
entirely dtered. Whether from policy or de- 
jeftion of i^irit (but moft probably from both) • 
flie loft that eafe and affability which had en* 
chanted all who approached her, after her firft/ 
arrival in England* She now appeared thought* 
fill, referved, and backward in fpeaking, either 
of her friends or enemies ; and in matters of re« 
ligion ihe difcovered £6 wonderful a docility, 
that Ihe admitted the miniftry of a proteftant 
chaplain, and even li&ened to his arguments 
for her converiion. Though at £rfl ihe made 
fome fcrtiple with regard to the above declara* 
lioR of the lordHcrri^3 from Elizabeth ; yet ihe 

afterwards 
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A* D. jj6t afterwards acquiefced in it, and even fent Elizas 
beth thanks for her favour: Her calmnefs 
and refignation touched lord Scroop fo muchi 
that he wrote to the regent an account of the 
Agreeable' change which had been wrought in 
Mary> and in fuch terms as hinted thatEliza^ 
beth was beginning to have a very favourable opir 
nion of her. The regent^ in anfwer to this let* 
tcsr, treated Mary^s reformation as i mere farce^ 
and ber&lf as a vile difiembler till fiie could 
gain her ^ends. Mary wrote a letter to the re- 
gentp about *the £uBe time, upbraidiag btni 
with his barbarity and ingratitude. The ah^ 
fwer flie received confified in profeflxons of mot* 
deration towards her caufe, and regard to her 
perfoHy and the ftrongeft afiurances of his being 
a£^uated only by public fpirit, and the duty he 
owed his country. 
Her friends Marv's party in Scotland, though ignorant 

in Scotland .-. i-/-, . « • i«r 

nppiytosu* of her having fubmitted to be heard beforo 
Engliih commiifioners, had afiembled at Largei 
in a numerous refpedable body. They, joined 
in a letter addrefied to Elizabeth, deiiring that 
flbe would rcftore their injured fovereign to her 
dominions, in which cafe they promifcd to 
fliew themfclvcs for ever grateful to her (Eliza* 
beth); putting her in mind, at the faiQe time^ 
that they were far more capable than the re* 
gent and his party of doing her fervice. This 
letter, which is dated the twenty- eighth of 
July, is figned by the archbiJbop of ' St* An^ 

drcw's. 
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drew's^ Huntley^ Ai^ic, Crawford, Errd, a»d.i|€i« 
Rothes, Caffils, Eglington, Gaithnefs ; the lords 
Fleming, Rofs, Sanquhar, Ogilvie, Boyd, Oli* 
phant, Drummond, Borthwick, Maxwell, So'^ 
nicrviUe, Forbes, and Yeftcr. 

Though ElizStbeth took no notice of this pa-» 
per, yet it had a ftrong operation ; and, by her 
requefi, the regent fummoned a parliament to 
meet at Edinburgh on the eighteenth of Au- 
guft, in order to know liow that afiembly 
ftood affeded towards their unhappy queen. 
Murray had a fecret end to ferve, by inducing 
the members to appear at York, as his com« 
miifioner^ and the accufers of Mary. At the 
fame time, he refolutely maiintained his rights 
as regent, and threatened to forfeit all who 
did not recognize hi^ authority. The queen's 
lords were proof againft all his menaces ; and 
<;on tinned in the field in fo powerful a body,, 
that he did not think it prudent to attack 
them, though he had made preparations for 
that purpofe. He informed Elizabeth of his 
difficulties; and fhe prevailed upon Mary to 
order her party in Scotland to quit, the field, 
provided the regent abftained from all hofti- 
lities, which he accordingly did ; fo tbat both 
parties difmiiTed their forces. 

This was a fatal and imprudent ftep in Mary, ^^a^ 
who probably was precluded from all oppor- M«t« 
tunity of knowing the true ftate of her af- 
fairs; otherwife, whatever feeming ^ompli* 

ances 
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A. a 15^9. zttceH {he might make to Elizabeth, ihe .JWh 
doubtedly would have inftruded her lords, to 
pay no obedience to her orders^ becaufe they, 
had been extorted from her under confinements 
Murray being thus at liberty, aflembled his. 
parliament on the day ap{>ointed9. being the 
eighteenth of Auguft* This was an aftonifh- 
ifigblow to the queen's party, who imagined 
that they were to wait the refult of the. pro- 
<:tedings iti Englandi The meeting was, there** 
lore, far from being unanimous. Many, even 
of the regent's party, exclaimed againft the 
csrafe between Mary and her fubjeds being 
tarried before a foreign tribunal i and Mary's 
party complained, by letter, to queen Eliza- 
beth, of the inlidious manner in which they 
had been over*reached. This letter is dated 
the twenty-fourth of Augufi, after the arch- 
bilhop of St. Andrew's, the bifhop of Rofs, 
lord Claud Hamilton, and other of the queen'» 
barons had been forfeited in parliament ; ahd 
. it was figned by the archbiihop of St An-* 
drew's, Huntley, Argyle, Crawfurd, Caffils, 
Eglington, Claud Hamilton bifhop of Rofs^ 
the lords Fleming, Sanquhar, Rofs, Boyd, So* 
merviller and Ogilvy. 
Strength of FroH^ the above lift of fubfcribers, it ap- 
J^t7 'n pears, that the queen's ^party had greater 
scptiaivi. power ahd property in the kingdom than that 
of the regent. The latter, however, was pof- 
fefled of the executive authority, and h^ad a 

body 
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Imdy of troops'at his comiriaiid; ro^dy ;t^ czcr ^^' 'i^* 
cute lu& ordm ; fo that none of. his pcofefled 
cnemicff durft troft' thejnfdYe9.at:£dislHiFgh» 
The loflgs of France and. Spaif » . and othet 
princes, on the cpntinenty Mvrc. ftrongjy pre** 
poffefled 4fcgain£k him ;. and Qcdqr^ t\^ mi* 
nifiers at Elizabeth's court to reprefeut the 
eaie of Mary as that of royalty itfelf : opprefled 
by a daring rebel. *We have To many convinc«» 
ing proofs, from • tiecordsg of Elizabeth's and 
her miniftry -s profound diffimulation, that no 
hiftorian can pronounce any thing dedfive as 
to her fincerity or duplicity, farther than as 
intered is the criterion of either. She cer* 
tainly^' at this time, appeared to be highly in« 
eenfed with the- regent for his proceedings 
againfl the queen's party ; and told him, in 
plain terms, that if he did not aj^ar <at York; 
either in- perfon or by his commiffioners, on 
the day appointed, flie would hc^d Mary as 
acquitted from all the crimes that had been 
laid to her charge, and reftorc her to her crown 
by force of arms. 

Murray, without trufting to Elizabeth's fe- Aetuity 
cret profeifions of friendfliip, if ihe made any, ^m^Ij* 
or appearing t!b he ipoved by her menaces, 
affembled his troops before the queen's party 
could re-unite theirs, and invaded the coun* 
ties where Mary^s chief intereft lay. fie made 
himfdf mailer of Annandale, Nidfdale, and 
ihe Lower OaHoway, where he either garri*' 
• Vol. VII. T foncd 



t^k -r H E H I S T O R Y 

Ait), js^i: fdh^d' 6r)ctemolifiied the houfes of his enemies i 

but, contented to fliew what he was in a con-» 

dition to perfordiy had he been rigoroufly dif-^ 

poftdf he/ appeared placable and moderate, if 

lio farther provocation was given him. Thi^ 

was, in a great n^eafure, owing to the counfel$ 

bf Maithnd. He was the only man on whom 

the regent could rely for advice ; and he knew 

the advantage of havii^ fuch a flatefman in 

his party. Maitland, though very juftly called 

the camcleoniof that ftate, wijGhed well both 

to his queen and his country ; and therefore 

had prevailed upon the rtgent not to kindle a 

civil war in Scotland^ by forfeiting the two 

heads of Mary's party, the, earls of . Argyle 

and Huntley. This forbearance indicated a 

confcious weakn^efs in the regent, and gavQ 

fpiiits to JVIary^s friends, efpeciajly after they 

found that he could not prevail with . any oi 

his party to aft.as his commifiioners at York. 

He names Such was the ftatc of the regent's ajQFaics 

^lA^a^n. when he received frefli letters from Elizabeth^ 

in a ilrain that determined him (though with 

great reln&ance) to a compliance with, her 

will. Qn the eighteenth of September, a com- 

miflion paQed the great feal of Scotland, in. 

the name of the young . king, appointing the 

regent, the lord«chancellor Morton, Adatn bi*. 

fliop^ of; Orkney, Robert commendator o^ 

Dumfermlihg, with Patrick lord Lindfay of 

the .By res, c^ any three of them, his embafla-. 

dors. 
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doirsj to meet with the commiffioners of qu^O ^.D.tfit. 
EKzkbeth at York, or any other place or platef 
they fhall think convenient, there amply to de* 
clare the reafons of their arming againft, their 
detaining, anddepofing the qtieen, that the 
juftice of their caufe might be manifefted to 
the world: As ^Ifo, in his name, either ta 
confirm any former treaty, or to contrail new^ 
ones for the maintenance of the true religion^ 
and the refitting any foreign or domefiic powev 
that might attempt to difturb the trancjuillity 
of either realm. 

By this time, the three Engliih commtifionr sept, 19. 
ers were arrived at York. The firft of them, o/'e"^ 
the duke of Norfolk, was a nobleman who nm^' 
ftood as high in public efiimation as he did in 
the rank of nobility, being the firft temporal 
fubjed): of England ; and this was the great in* 
ducement which Elizabeth had to place him 
at the head of this commiflion. He ap^ 
pears, however, to have been inexperienced 
and credulous, and without a proper fhare of 
firmnefs for his ftation. The earl of Suflex 
had diftinguiihed himfelf only by l)is flavifli 
compliances with power, having been a cruel 
perfecutor of the proteftants under Mary o£ 
England, with whom he was a reigning fa- 
vourite. He had parts and courage, and had 
always been remarkable for the contempt he 
expreffcd for Leiccfter. This was far from 
dii(bbliging Elizabeth, who, on fuch occafions, 

T z affeftcd 
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A. D. i5Ci. siffefted the greiteft impartisdity ; and bfitig 
prefi<}cnt of the couDcil of the North^-^e ss^^ 
tBTally became one of the coinmiffioner&.«'.A$> 
to Sir Ralpb^Sadier^ he was named^ only beT 
caufe h^ ^as a inan of bufineft^ and for the 
great kaowledge and experience he h^d in* the 
aflFairs of. Scotland. Wood» who wa^the tc< 
gent*s agent at London, had ihewn them tranfr 
Utions of the letters and other papers charged 
upon Mary^; and Elizabeth had been lately 
alarmed by the prince of CondCf with a re* 
port, that Mary had transferred. to tbe doke of 
Anjoii her right to the crdwn'of England ; and 
that hia claim was to be fupported by tb^ 
popiflx princes' of the continent, as foon aa 
the pope ihould confirm her rennneiatiom 
Thus nothing was wanting that . could pre-- 
judge the caufe of the unhappy Mary* Her 
Thoi< for commiflioners were the lord Henries, the bi^r 
M^. ihop of Rofs, the lords Leyingfion and Boyd^ 
the commendator of Kilwinning^ and the bar 
tons of Lochinvar, Skirling, Roflin, and 
Grantully. . Thofe for the young king of 
Scotland (the procefs being Carried on in hi* 
name) were the regent, earl of Murray, the 
earl of Morton, the bifhop of Orkney, the 
abbot of Dumfermling, and the lord Lindfay. 
To them were joined, as affiflants, Mr. James 
Macgill, Mr. Henry Balnaves, two fenators of 
the college of jiifticc, and Mr. George^ Bucha- 
nan, the celebr^ited hiilorian, all of t^eoa. de- 
voted 
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veiled to Murray's iervice« Secretary Mait« a.i>m^6I- 
landf the baron of Lochlevioi the bifliop of 
Murray, and feveral other gentlemen, toge^^ 
thcr with Murray's fecrctary, Wood, who, is 
faid to have been the moft faiflious tool of his 
time, adled as volunteers oi> the fame fide; 
The regent was furniibed by Morton with the 
famoYi$ fiWer-boz, and its contents ; and he 
had given a receipt for the fame to be forth* 
coming to Morton and the other lords who 
had taken arms againil Mary, with the re- 
markable proteftation, that he had neither Atro* 
XS9T|:ii nor diminiihcd them, as if Mary^;S 
hand-writing had been a manufafture in 
which the parties dealt As the proceedings 
of the commii&oners have been often printed, 
we fhall forbear filling our page with copies 
of the papers that paffed among the three (etts 
of commiilioners, but ftate the proceedings as 
(hey appear upon their journals. « 

. The aftinjr commiflioners for Mary were the '^^ 
ford Verifies and the bifhop of Ro& ; and hav- 
ing rjeceived their inftru&ions from her at Bol- 
ton, they met with Elizabeth's, and the re- 
gent's, commiflioners at York on the fourth 
of Odober. Elizabeth's commiffion imported^ 
that the duke of Norfolk, the earl of Suffex, « 
and Sir Ralph Sadler, were to treat and con- 
clude with queen Mary, or her deputies, pro* 
pcrly authorifed, as. alfo with James earl xrf 

Murray, and all otl^ers who ihould come in 

the 
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A.D. 1568. the name of the prince, •* whether filled pnnce 
or king of Scotland, upon all hoftilities that 
have bciien committed, or differences that at 
prefent fubfift between the Scottifh queen and 
any of her fubje6te^ who own her foh as their 
fovereign : as alfo for determining any difputes 
between the Scottifh qUeen and^her ; for con- 
firming former treaties, and contraAing new 
ones, not only between the two queens, but 
between their realms and fubjefts." 

Nothing could be more infincere than the 
whole tenor of this commiffion ; for Elizabeth 
was now predetermined upon Mary's condemn 
nation, or upon protradUng the proceedings 
in fuch a manner as that her confinement fhould 
be next to perpetual, ^e difcovered, indeed'^i 
an appearance of great diflike towards the re- 
gent, whofe authority, as Ihe boailed to Mary; 
j(he had not yet recognized ; but this was only 
that ihe might driVe them to the necefiity of 
vindicating her own conduft at Mary's ex- 
pence, fo as to obtain a handle to proceed 
againft her with the greater vfeverity. When 
Murray came into court, the Englifti commif- 
fioncrs demanded a fight of his conirmiflion, 
At firft, he refufed to produce any, allcdgn 
iflg, that he was himfclf a principal ; but he 
promifed to get every thing he agreed to, ra- 
tified under the great feal of Scotland. This 
did not fatisfy the Engliih commiffioners ; and 
;^t lafthe produced a commifiion for himfelf and 

'his 
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hi6 Yellows. In the commiffion product by *-^-»J^ 
Mary's frfends, it was faid that queen .£U<f 
acarbeth had undertaken to refiore the queen of 
' Scots to her realm and authority. The EngUflt 
commifpotaers took exception at this cUufb# 
but at lad accepted of the commiffion ib fuch 
a fenfe, as that thofe. words ihould not bet 
binding upon queen Elizabeth. A form of aK 
oath was then propofed to be taken by thct 
^cots, to which the yoking king's, as well as 
his mother's^ commiffioners objected, as being 
too declaratory of £li;sabeth's fuperiority. Next 
day, however, Mary'ji commiffioners produced 
the .'copy of an oath, which they were willing 
to take under a proteft, that their nriftrefs^ 
being a free fovereign, did not mean, by having 
her caufe examined, in that, to fubmit herfelf to 
the judgment of any other power. The Engliih 
commiifioners accepted of this oath, but under 
a counter-proteft, that they did not mean, by 
their acceptance, to prejudge any claim of fu- 
periority which the crown of England might 
have over that of Scotland. Thofe altercations 
being over, the dean of York adminificred the 
oaths, firft to the Englifh commiffioners, and 
then to the Scotch. 

On the feventh of Odober, the bifliop of Rofs. 
and the lord Herries brought in,bothby word and 
in writing, a heavy charge againfl Murray and,, 
his aifociates, for the injuries they had done to 
their queen and her friends, calling ypon the 

oppofitc 
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A.i»» 9^ oppofite party at the iame time (o pirorduce 
tbeir charge againll Mary* A copy of t]iiis pa* 
per was fcDt to the regeat^ who, witMihis fel- 
)ow*cafluniffiotiers» jippeared in the tfftprnoon 
«f the eighth^ and demanded to know, if they 
Ibould produce, and provi^ their foU charge 
Igainil' Mary^ what afliuramcc they had qf b^g 
free and without'da^igdt.fnnn he^di^Ieafure ; 
and what furety they had for the young prtdce 
their king, if he fliotild be rpfiored to^dieip 
former eflate. Tbi$ demand \tra8 not newf for 
Elizabeth had forefeen it, and inftradsed her 
commiflioners accordingly. Their anfwerwas, 
that though tbeir miftrels eameftly dtfiitd to 
fihd Mary not guilty, efpecially^ of the eiime 
of her hufband^s mui^der, yet ihorild (he pi'ove 
6therwife, her majefty Would think her- «m 
^oirthy of a kingdom, and would not ftaid 
her own confcience in niainteiii^ince of fuch a 
deteftable wickednefs, by reftoring her to a 
kingdom. The regent then declared that his 
demand arofe from a general report which pre- 
vailed, as if Elizabeth 'was determined, at all 
events, to acquit Mary, and reftore her to her 
kingdom. He added, that his enemies pre*' 
tended to produce this promife under Eli* 
2abeth's own hand. The Engliih commiffioners 
eafily refuted all thofe reports ; but next day, 
the regent, inftead of bringing in his anfwer, 
as he promifed, ftarted two difficulties which 
had been fuggefted to him by Maitland. The 

firft 
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firft was, that Elizabeth's commiffion did not ^ ^' »*••• 
exprelsly authorize her commiffioners to treat 
of Darnley's murder. The fecond was, that 
they were apprehenfive of very bad confe- 
quences, ihould Elizabeth delay to give fentence 
after the proofs were produced. To, the firft 
objection it was anfwered, that the words of 
their commiilion being general ^ to treat of all 
matters concerning their contro verfies,"compre- 
hended the murder. As to the fecond objedion, 
they could give it no other anfwer, than that 
Elizabeth's condud ihould be confiftent with 
honour and equity. Thofe anfwers were far 
from removing the fcruples^of the Scotch com- 
miffioners, who infified upon having fecurity 
under Elizabeth's hand, that they Ihould not 
be expos'd to Mary's refentment; otherwife, 
they refufed to produce their proofs. 

Every ftep taken at this time by Murray and Re«ronf 
his confederates, are ftrbng evidences how con- Te/box^pJ 
fcious they were, that the letters, fo much ^^^^ 
boafled of, were forgeries. Had they been ^'^*^" 
produced, they came into the poffeflion of the 
court ; and they had,' as will appear foon, reafon 
to think that the Engliih commillioners would 
detain them for their own and Elizabeth's vin- 
dication. This might have been fatal to their 
caufe, as undoubtedly it would have brought 
on enquiries into the genuinenefs of the papers 
themfelves, which Murray knew could, not ter- 
minate to his advantage. They took a middle 

Vol. VII. U : winy, 
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*^. fS6#. ^ay, ftnd blackened Mary as effe^ally aft If 
Iht fihrer b6x had been produced, atid its eon^ 
tents authenticated. Maitland, wha now aded 
as an aififtant to Murray, Macgilli Wood, and 
Bochanan, i-epaired to the Englilh commif- 
fieners, n6t as authoristed by their principals, 
but as private gentlemen, and produced the 
tontents of the filvcr box for their perdfel. It 
does not appear that any of the Engliih torn- 
fhif&oner^ were acquainted with Mary's haAd ; 
nor had they the leaft reafon to belieYe the 
papyri to be of her writing, but bccaufe her 
fcncttiics confidently affirmed them to be fd *i 
and upon this affirmation, which could hot be 
admitted in the moft venal court of juftice, 
depends all the proof that has been brought of 
thofe letters being written by Mary. The re- 

* Mr. Goodall's ob^eaions to the smtheatlcitj of.ttt letterdr 
are fo ftubborn, that Dr. Robertfim fays, " AJV this author's 
(Ooodairs) premiKbs may be granted, aitd yet his conchifioiis 
Will ndt fb^ow, unltffr heilikewife provfe that th6 French H/ttatrt, 
as we now have them, are a true copy of thole wliiph were 4)iv>- 
ducecl by Murray and his' party in the Scots parliament, abd at 
York and Weftminfter : but this he has not attempted..** Tli|f 
■obje6(iony if its pxinciple is admitted^ will go far towards inva- 
lidating any evidence that' can be brought' of a forgery. It has 
been (6 well and ib accurately anfwered by the author of tlie 
•Equity » (P' <t) that I muft refer my reader to that ingeaioua 
p^ormance. Was any argument wanting to.affiil what that 
gentlemaA has faid, I thiight add one which is pfaun and pofitive ; 
.1 mean, thst the ac^eounts tranfmitted by the Engliih porasmf- 
iioners of the papers laid before them by the four Scotch af- 
'fiffants, corref|k)hd exactly with the French letters, as we how 
-hawt them. The fame may be faid o£ other extrads tdicen from 
.them by Englifh miniilers, and which are ftill extant.. 
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^Btt at hft, brought his tuiVer ta ASafy^i A*p.r|tt^ 
chaiige; bqt it 4id not comis up to aa^ di'^ 
K& zccofy^ion Qf 'Mary for aiurdsriag her 
hu(band. 

Xm? forbesrai^e^ of Mtirrtiy fnroved a vaft Ei»a>tat 
difappointmcDt to Elisabeth, whofe expeftatioli 
had been wound up to the highiefl: pitch, that 
the regent would have no diffioCilty in fok-ming 
and proving the charge of adultery and murder 
upon Haryi from the copiei^ of the filrer box 
papers which had beeQ fcnt her. Dr. Robertfoa p. 4gi. 
19 of opinion, that this moderation of the re* 
gerit arofe from fome political views, and the 
re^iopftrances made to him iu private by the 
dul^e of Norfolk, ai to the infamous part hi 
was aAing againA his foyereign and beoef^<^or^ 
This reprefentation, as the dodor has inanage4 
it, is plaufible; but it is unhappily deftroye4 
by the fingle . fac): of the regent's creature'^ 
having divulged the whole firength of his evji^ 
dence, though not in ^ judicial way, to the 
JEngliih commifiioners, wh9 adualiy fent Eli? 
.;£abeth an abftraft of the whole^ in terms th^t 
ihewed they did not fufpe& any forgery. Oa 
the 1 2th of Odober, the following word^is^ere 
added to Mary's commiffion ; and they are. of 
importance, becaufe they prove how wilUpg fli^ 
was to pardon her difobedi^qt fobjeds : <' J^n4- 
there not only to treat, cpncln^e,* and in.4ent, 
upon all fuch heads and articles as (hall .be 
fopnd to our (aid dearefi fifter's cpmmii&Qpens 

U 2 and 



' 
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A. 0.156$. thd them, beft for the farthering of the glory 

of God, the redudion of our faid difobedient 

fbbjeds to their dutiful obedience to us, for 

good amity, as well for by-gones as to come, 

Betwixt them and all our obedient fiibjefts, but 

alfo to treat, conclude, and determine, of all 

other matters and caufes whatfoever in contro- 

verfy between her and her fubjeds." 

She ctiif In this ftate of the procefs every- thing wore 

miffi^!^ a favourable appearance for Mary; and Elir 

ID London, g^^gj^j^jg difficulties, how to proceed againft her, 

were multiplied. Mary's commiffioners thought 
proper to attend her at Bolton to receive fur? 
ther inftruftions ; but on the 1 6th of October, 
Elizabeth's commiffioners received from her a 
long, but artful letter, ordering Sir Ralph Sadlef 
to repair to her court, and recommending to 
them to ufe means for prevailidg upon the re- 
gent's party to fend up to London Maitland and 
Macgill,and upon Mary's,to fend thither the lord 
Herrics and the abbot of Kilwinning. They were 
charged to.infinuate to Mary's friends, that this 
propofal was in order to ihorten time, and pre- 
vent inconveniences occafioned by the great 
diftance between York and London : in fhort, 
that it was calculated for Mary's advantage. 
The reader cannot have the leaft doubt of the 

■ 

fniidious tendency pf this letter, when he pe- 
rufes the following paragraph, f* In the delay 
herein^ you fliall do well to have good regard, 
that none of the queen of Scots commiffioners 
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may gather any doubt of any evil fuccefi of A.p,i5«- 
her caufe, but that they may imagine this con- 
ference of ours principally to be meant how her 
reflitution may be devifed with furety of the 
. prince^ her fon, and the nobility that havt ad- 
faered to him : and therein you Ihall do well 
to underfiand their intentions in as many rea- 

. fonable degrees as may be devifed ; fo as at the 
coming of you, Sir Ralph Sadler, we may hare 

. the more facility to treat thereof 

In the mean while, to give the better colour 

. to this dark proceeding, the duke of Norfolk, 
who at this time was far from being fufpeded 
of any attachment to Mary, was ordered to 
take a view of the frontiers and marches to-r 
wards Scotland, while the earl of SufTex was to 
apply himfelf to the affairs of his prefidency. 
On the nineteenth of Oftober the conimiffioncn 
met again. The duke of Norfolk and his col- 
legues found very little difficulty in bringing 
both parties to agree to the deputation required 
by Elizabeth; only Mary thought proper to 
add the bifliop of Rofs to the number of her 
deputies. Next day a queftion of great im? 
portance to the conftitution of Scotland was 
ftarted by the Englifli commiflioners '; viz. To 
what perfon the reeiment and cuftbdy of a bout the 

^ ' . , Scotch «7 

piinor king of Scotland belonged during the lencj. 
minority ? The anfwcr given by Mary's com- 
fniifioners was, that it was provided, by the 

Imnmtable laws and cuftom^ of the realm of 

^ .. > . .. • 

Scotland, 
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« 

A.0.i|7t. Scotlaad, ^ that whofbevcr is neareft lawfully 
defcended of the king's and queen^s blood of 
that realm, being of perfeiS: age, ih^U be go^ 
vernor to the king or ^ueien during their voanf> 
rities ; howbeit, they are BOt peripitted to bffVf 
the keeping of their per&ns, becaufe thfsy 9^al) 
fwxeed to the laid minors.'' They ftrcngthep^ 
this opinion by the recent inilance of the duke 
of Albany, ttrho, though a Frencho^an, w^Ji 
declared in parliament regent of Scotland 
during James the fifth's minority. They ob- 
{kihind that, in (hufing a regent, regard was 
only had to the neareft defcending lawfully of 
tlie king's and queen's inheritors or liQvereigti^ 
of the kingdom of Scotland, and t^at fuch 
fould not be fet afide by any election of the 
fiates. Tq prove thi^ they (h^wed, that, upon 
the duke of Albany's de^th, the il^tes of $cot^ 
Itnd htd fet aiide the regency prpvided by the 
will of James the Fifth, and chdfe the dulu 
of Chatleheraut. As to any inftanees th^V aP'' 
peared to the contrary in hlftory, it w^ faid 
they 9re few or none ; and if any, that the 
perfoQ io chofen was an ufurper* 

The opinion of the king of Scotland's com^ 
miflioners was diredly the reverie of this* Acr 
eording to them, <^ the ancient law of Scotr 
land was, that the king's children being of 
non-age, the ueareft of the king's houfe, that 
was able to govern, ihould be king for his 
life-time; and, after his deceafe, the crown 

Ihould 
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Ak)iild tetv^ik^ to ti>^ kk(^i £hildreih'* tiM ^^ i^f^ 
g^eat^ incoMveBienctos attendkig this Uw» ifi^i^ 
4uctd Ktfi&eth t&efbco^ to fiis the fi]oc#& 
ilon of the crowiv in the hereditary line# L& 
^Ibgftott <tf; Callendar was chofen gdvtraor to 
James the feco&d^ though ma&y perfcns of thA 
foyal blood were then alive in Scotland ; an4 
the ^ariiamefit ehoie the governors of Scot*' 
land during th^ minority of J^^es the thirds 
I fliall not pBrfue all the argumenti drawn 
from biftory, wiih which this dodrine is fti|^ 
ported) becanfe the reader will find them in 
ihe preceding part of thii work. It is of mord 
iinportaace to obferve, that Elizabeth, at this 
time, perhaps to quicken and intimidate Mui> 
ray^ flawed difpofitions for transferring the 
regency to the duke of. Chatleheraut, whidi 
was the reafon why ihe charged her Qomflai(r 
fioners with this^ quefiion« This could not be 
unknown to Murray's party ; and wft accordr 
ingly find, in the paper they gave in,, a. moft 
defpk^able reprefestation of that duke's perw 
foil and his adminifiration, and of his uofiO 
fiefs to be regent. 

Thou^ thofe QpiniQ&s were laid beftire £U« tf^^ 
zabeth, yet th^y did not anfwer htr* msm endt f^l 
which was to prevail Ufon Miry's comAif- > 
fioners to fuffer the trial of her injaoecMi^ 
with regard to the murder of her iuiflsatad, t^ 
be brought before, herielf ; and, if poffible^ t^ 
jprevail upoa theta t^ owa (heit powsrs to be 

' fufficient 
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A.IK1S6S. fulBkient for that pixrppfe4 With regard td 

Morray, it was refolved at £liza;beth's coun- 

cil-bpard, that he ihould receive aflBrances, if 

he would prOye Mary tp be guilty of her huf» 

band^s murder^ Elizabeth would i^ever fu£fer 

her to be reftored to her kingdom ; but would 

proclaim to all the world her detefiation of 

the guilt i, ^^ and (continues the Euglilh coun* 

' ^* ' pil-book) becaufe this manner of proceeding 

cannot be fecretly ufedi but the knowledge 

thereof will, by fome means^ come to the 

queen of Scots, it is thought moft neceflary, 

before all things, that Ihe be circumfpecUy 

looked unto for doubt of efcaping : joining 

therewith the advertifements out of France^ 

of her friends report fecretly, that it is deter« 

mined how ihe ihould efcape now about this 

time, and alfo how ihe hath prefently written 

to the earls of Huntley and Argyle, and the 

refl of her friends, to draw towards the wefl 

borders of England, to receive her into her 

country ; pretending outwardly, that by the 

queen's majefty's favour, ihe ihall be fpeedily 

delivered : and therefore it is thought good 

that all preparation be haftened for her re- 

moving to Tutbury." 

A mamage This extraft, from fo refpeftable a record, 

b^ee^ fhews how deep the enemies of Mary had 

JheldTeof laid the foundations of her ruin. But it is 

Norfolk. ^^^ jproper that I fhould uiifold a fcene, which, 

in a great meafure, accounts for many of the 

incon- 
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itaConiiftencies that appear in th^ proceedings ^.^^'s* 
at Tork. The duke of Norfolk had lately 
loft his vt^ife ; add even at the time he was ap«- 
pointed chieif commiflioner from Elizabethf 
had formed a resolution of marrying the queen 
of Scotland. Maitland had certainly a fuf* 
picion of his intention ; and we know that 
immediately upon his arrival at York, they 
had a very ferious conference together upon 
the fubjed. . Maitland acknowledged to the 
duke that he' was , determined to ferve Mary ; 
and that he had accepted of being one of the 
afllftants to her enemies with that view. The Murden't 

State Pa« 

duke believed him ; and informed him, in con* pen, ?• 
fidence, that Elizabeth had determined to '^^* 
keep the caufe between Mary and her enemies 
in fufpence, and to do whatever was in her 
power to oblige Murray and his party to charge 
h|iT publicly to the full extent of the crimes 
they had alledged againft her, and to produce 
the originals of the papers that had been 
tranfmitted to Elizabeth. Maitland receiving 
this important piece of intelligence from fo 
unqueftionable an authority, carried it to the 
regent, who afterwards had a conference with 
the duke upon the fubjed ; and it is plain that 
he did not at all feerti averfe to. Maitland's 
opinion, that they oUght not to go to ex« 
tremes with Mary, by bringing a charge againft 
her, which, was it broVed, muft not only 
cover her with eterpal infamy, but affed: the 
Vol. VIL X legitimacy 



134 T H E |H I S T O R T 

▲p.»5^ JlegMiioiaicy of her fyn^ and confequwtly Iii9 
ifo«cdIiQ« to tbfi ^rowA of England, Thq dukf 
UkewUe t9iAched upoQ the dimgeir t^at might 
9^Qfm to the r^eni himfetf) and iiii frieod^f 
iituD tho iodeeifion of Elizabeth* who c^ 
tainly would make her own interejl tho ftand^ 
aid of all her proceedings ^. It is difficulty at 
thb tiine^ to {ay» whether both Maitland and 
the duke were not over-reached by the regeatf 
and whether the latter did not keep i^ a fecret 
frorrefpoodencQ with Cecil, aird hisi own &- 
eretary Wood^ aiid inform them of all dkat 
had paffed« I am inclined to bdiere that to 
be the cafe^ rather than that the doke, as is af« 
sSJ^p^ (^^tQd by the writer of Melvil's Memoirs, wai 
p«"' p- 5»« betrayed by one of the queen's lords. 

It appears, from the examination of the hi« 
ihop of Rofs, before the council of England^ 
that fbon after Mary's arrival at Bolton, the 
duke of Norfolk had found means, by the 
agency of his Mer the lady Scroop, to ac^^ 
quaint Mary of his intention to ofier her hi» 
hand ; that Mary, at the fame time, had a eor« 



Frsgrefi of 
that in- 
tiigue. 



^ The author of Melvil's Memoirs has given us a ▼cry cir, 
cun^antjal accqunt of thofe conferences, and pretends that \xe 
feimftlf was in the fecret-. It is plain, however, that the whole 
of that account co«ild not bt written by one upoa the ffiot, a$ 
many parts of it are unfuppofted by, and inconiiftent with, . the 
recofrdi 5 particularly in faying^that the duke of Ndrfblk, oA 
Khe $rft day of the nioftiilg, squired the regent to *<doho> 
m^ge, in the king's namci. to the, crown of England,, thinking 
he had fome ground to dejt^nd t:ne fame, feeing the faid regent 
A«pe tpplead hi» caufe Ji^are tti/ council of Engkmd.V 

refpondence 
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refpofidencc with Maitkncl, to wht)m fiift had A.o.<s^« 
hinted the duke's propofal ; and that Mary 
fliewed a great reluftance at comittg to c^tre* 
mities with the regent and his party. Thd 
duke was of the fame opinion,, at firft^ very 
poffibly, bfecaufe he thought that th* filirer- 
box papers were genuine. ! am, howfeveh, 
inclined to believe, that in the future donfet* 
ences he had with Maitland, the latter co.n« 
vinced him of the forgery ; for we tlnnot, dfe, 
Weil account for the Unremitting ardour which \ 
the duke afterwards expreded for compleatin]^ 
the match. Upon the whole, Elizabeth had 
reafon to think, that flie fiiould more effee^ 
tually attain her ends by calling all jparties be-* 
fore herfelf, as the proceedings at York had 
turned out fo much in Mary's favour. 

The duke of Norfolk had again and a^in £ittibe& 
acquainted Elizabeth that the regent would (lewcom* 
perfift in refufing to produce his main chafge 
againft Mary, till he Ihould have full aflurances, 
under Elizabeth's own hand and feal, of par^ 
don and indemnification, and himfelf being 
continued in the regency. Elizabeth, by call- 
ing the caufe to herfelf^ difappointed the tx* 
peftations of Norfolk. She ordered a new 
eommifiion to be made out, confifting of Sir 
Nicholas Bacon, the lord keeper of her great 
feal, the duke of Norfolk, the earls of Arun- 
del, Suffex, and Leicefter, the lord Clinton, 
lord'high^tKimirali Sir William Cecil, princi- 
pal 
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A.«.i5«t 'ftit Winter of MelViVs Memoirs reprcfents die 
regerft M having entered into ftrong engage* 
ments with the duke of Norfolk, who it 
&ems prefided at the board, not to exhibit the 
charge of murder againU the qneen. Upon 
his entering the tourt, the duke, a^ was hlfi 
duty, demanded the accufation } but the re- 
gent again infifted upon an ihdemni&catlon un- 
der Elisabeth'^ hand and feal The fenfe of 
the eourt was, that her word was Sufficient ^ 
xxpcm which Cedl a&ed, whether the additional 
acctif^ition was ready ? Anfwer being made by 
Wood that it was, and fnatching It out of the 
regent's bofom, " Iwil! not deliver it (faid he) 
till her majcfty's hand-writing and feal be deli-^ 
vcred to my lord-regent for what he demands.-* 
Upon this, the bilhop of Orkney fnatchcd the 
paper from Wood, and delivered it to the 
board. The regent Toeing fenfible of his error 
defired to have it again, that he might add 
fomewhat to it ; but this was refnfed, though 
the board offered to accept of any additional 
matter in a feparate paper. Though I have 
given the fubftance of this ftory as I find it in 
the Memoirs, yet I think it highly improbable 
that any fuch farce was afted ; or if it was, it 
was a|l preconcerted between Cecil and the re** 
gent. The additidnal accufation againft Ms^y 
is called *n cik, becaufe it is fupplemental'^tD 
the former charge in the re^ht's anfwer. The 
whole of this very remarkabfe paper f tins ^ 
follows ; 
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<^ Tlic accufation againft que? n Maryi4i2ti:tled« ^ D« 
An^eik to tbe anfw^r presented by-w, itmfi% 
carl of Mwray, and regent of the f«alm o{ 
Scotland^ and rcmnwt cormnifiK>ii.ers appQinUA 
for the king's majcifty of Scotland, otirfove* 
reign lord, in his highne&'9 behalf: ^|id foi? 
Qurielyes a^d remnant fiate^ a^d people^ hk 
Qujeily's faitbfol: ai)d ohedi^t A^bj^^Si, to the 
ktter pre&ntcd to yow gracd and the )Ord» 
CQmmiifionersrfor th^ qu«e#'9 n^JQfty <^f ilng^ 
landsi at York, on ik^ behalf odf the quecsa^ 
moth^ tft our faid faveroign lord^ pitfeittedl 
the tweftty-fi*th of Novtwlwr, 15^8. 

f < Wh^tas ift ow iotmttf upon good Tt^pa&i^ 
mentJiQAcd in om pretefiatk>n» we kept badb 
the chief eft caiiics w^ gsounda whcreuponr our 
^^ions and whole pxioeoediQgs were foysdcd, 
wherewithal feekig cue adveriknca wiU not 
content themfelves». but by their obftinate amok 
carneft preflEng we dxe eonipeUed^ for jufttfying' 
of our caufe» to xnaTufeft the naked truth: it 
is certain, and we boldly and conibuidy affi^Bi^ 
that as James, fometime earl of Bothwett, wa» 
the chief executor of the horrible and unwcvtby 
murder, perpetrate in the perfon of umquile 
(deceafied) king Henry of good memory, faithet 
to our foyermgn locd,. and the qu)een's lawfat 
hilfband;. fo was fhe of the foreknowledge^ 
council, device, peorfuadec and commoovder oB 
the .faid murder to .be dbne^ maintainer and 
fortifier of the executara thereof, by impediagf 

and 
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>j(f^ and iioppiog of the inquifition and puniflimenf 
due for the fame according to the laws of th£ 
tealin, and confequei^tly by inarriage with ther 
iaid JamcSt fometime earl of Bothwell, delated 
and univerfally efteemed chief author of the 
ibove-named murder : where through they 
beeun to ufe and exercife an uncouth and cruel 
tyranny in the whole fiate of the common^ 
wealth, and with the 6rft~(as will appear by 
their proceedings) intended to caufe the inno- 
cent prince, now our fovereign lord, fliortly to 
follow his father, and fo to transfer the crown 
from the right line to a bloody murderer and 
godlefs tyrant. In which refped the eftates of 
the realm^ of Scotland, finding her unworthy 
to regiment, difcerned her demiffion of the 
crown, with the coronation of our fovereign 
lord, iand eflablifhing of the . regiment of that 
realm in the perfon of me the earl of Murray^ 
during his hlghnefs's minority, to be lawfully^ 
fufficiently^ and righteoufly done, as in the a^s 
and laws 'made thereupon more largely is con- 
tained.. James, regent, Patrick, L. Lindfayir 
Morton, Ad. Orchad« Dumferline.'' 
ptoceedingi This is the firfi diredl charge given in by 
2^. * Murray and his affociates againft the queen, as 
being the perfuader and commander of her 
hufbahd's murder. It is remarkable, that in 
this paper the authors plainly fay that they 
were puihed on by their adveriaries to give it 
in. This allegation, if true, (hews that Mary 

and 
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'tod fecr partyt though they were, well ap- A.D.is«ab 

qjiainte.4. with the cpntents of the, filvdr-jbox 

4)^p§r5j^ .were fo far .^oAfcicMJS of her innocence, 

ail (Qxh^Uengie their eaemies to do'tE^r worft. 

'^Q likewife perceive that Murray entirely 

.4j:pP8 the pretext o| Mary's having made^a 

;l^QlQntary: deipiflion of her authoirity, and 

foiui^ly i(^M^ ^^£nglifhji that her demifiiQn^ 

^he coronation of her ibn, and hig own re* 

,gency^ were eflabliihed by the ftates., Murra,y 

. b^ing aiked by; the Englifti comoiiffionersj^ whe^ 

ther they Height deliver to thofe of Mary his 

«i]|, adiwered in the- affirmative, and faid that 

he was ready immediately to enter yppn the 

proof. 

A lE^fyr aftor wap ijext brought upon the t^xtha. d«» 
JlftgcjiXmean, the oarLof Lenox^ who was re- MaV*^ 
feryed for the completion of Mary's condeni- g^",^^* 
^at.ion» ' He appearjed in cpurt, and addreffed 
bimfelf in a moil lamentable ftrain to the com- 
^lifiionerS) to, whom he delivered a paper^ con- 
fiding of three iheeta, containing the letters 
whic^h bad paffed between him and Mary, and 
ultreftly accuiing her of her foii?s murder. In 
the afternoon, a copy of Muiray's cik was de- 
livered to Mary's, commiffioners^ who exprefled 
i their amazement at its content^, alkdging that 
:they were fuch as their pref<pnt ^ommiffion did 
cDOt authorize them to touch upon. The lord 
-Herries fpoke with grc^.aj^ bpldnefs in defence 

;Gf his miilrefs, and endeavoured to ihew that 
Vol. VIL Y this 
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A. D. t56s. i3iis ejttenfion of theh* malice Co^iruds Iter fMi* 

cecded frofm tii^ fears of being calkA Xo m« 

^ totint) and putfiflied for what iSiey had d<mje» 

• Wtitn the taufe (concluded he) OaH be faithfer 

•f rfed. It tPill be proved, that.fom^ of thote 

who now accufe the -queeny ibUcribe^ 1w«ds 

fbKtbe murder of lord Barnley. Xhe ^Ibttfp 

tif "Roft producfed Mary's inilru3ioi^ «0lf . lo 

>ni^V^ iif r advcrferies if they l^ood^ ^r^'W- 

^ttpmr; and demanded andienee Af Eli^oEbMliy 

. that they might inform her of tfeeir fmietGtgdfs 

/ i^omtbapd, and to reqiiire that ib« ttii^ht He 

p^mitted to come in ^perfofn, snd ^indiMte 

lier innocence 1)efore tiut queen, htr c&W^p 

and taobles. The bi&op, at the faoie tlxo^^ 

^ /; . -prefented a memorial, kx writing, to €lte i%fne 

purpofe ; and leave i^s graced to him ^Mttt 

his colieagues to appear ;b^f0re 'ElifecibMSi ^0b 

the third of Becembi^, "tit^here they npeisiled 

their demand of ^Maiy being adnsitted 'to-be 

heard in perfon. '^i^abetfe -ftHl eoBtitiMdW> 

wear her malk of diffimuktion. Sh« ftemed 

-exceffivdlytender of Maty'« honour, and pnei- 

^mif^^ tp reprimand and pnniiSi her adveriaiios 

feverdy, if they did >npt ma]^ good thi^ 

charge agalnft <her ; hind&g^ at tbeiiffiiiB tiqotf, 

th^t 7K) medium ^as to be obferved betaisBen 

Mafy^s entire acquittal, or coudemnatipa;; 

but flie again refuf^, upon the molk,xmpA9 

'and indeed affe^ed, j>f%ftexts, to admit the im- 

-happy princefi ' to itiake her owa defence in 

perfon. 
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Tht9 was an miparalleled fcene of ^tuplici^)^ a^j^, is/if, 
lA Stizatfetb, y^ho a6feid it in t^e prefi8n9ft «^ . ,jifl5„^,,. 
bfr loi^keeper, the diake o| Noi^olks the; ^^. 
mavquis of Kortbamptoa^ hw j^rd«ti|(^a^iier» 
tbe earb of Pembroke, £0ibx, ll^dfoi^i a4|4^ 
Ivdcefter, t&e lord-adiniral CUHtpi^ the lorc|r^ 
cliaraberlain^ Sit William Cmk S>f R^h, SMf 
ler, and Sir WilUam Mildm^)^ j^U^bctth^ had 
dl0dgfd» that Sxc could no^t admit M^^ to^ 
btr prcfcnoe, ^ betaufe fli^ wa9 ftiU ini hopes 
tkat they gvbimded their ptoceedinigs on un-*' 
jtiA devifet ; which if*^fo» hep hwioxit WOi^l^' 
be &ved witiMnt tompoftioii, or the nf cf ig^* 
of aa aniWer, when her acciifera might be uied 
aceerdfiDg to their jleftrta.f' But while fiie was 
lAaldng this . declaration^ Ibe had prejudged/. 
Mary's caufit, and was a&bally poiieffed of the 
prooh en which &e was refolved to condemn . . • 

her. EKzabeth declared &e .thought it reafon*^ 
atble that file ftould be heard in her own caUfe ; 
** but to determine (faid 4^e) before whoip, 
when, and where, before I undepftand how 
her adverfaries will verify their attegatiion, I 
$aik net as yet relblv^ ; bmt after coni^i^iQg 
with then, I ihall give you aipi anfwtfr V t^ 
every (>oint in reafonaUe fbi^m/^ Mttry^ ^ve^ 
miffioners very juftly oljeAed to thk tn^mfw 
of proceeding, as incompatiU^ with thf fi^m 
of equity in any common caufi. A qhiirgfi 
faid they, is k)dged, the fiippofed dt^tnque^i 
defires te be heard ip her own delf net ; \nt fl^f 
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AiD. 1568. i$ precluded from that priviiegey until her 'lc« 
cafers have ad4uced their proofty.and confer 
qtiently titt her caufe is prejudged AU they 
fkid was in vaiii, Uiough they turged tfajtt. 
Mary's rebellious fubjects had been admitted to . 
Elizabeth's prefence, while flie heiielf was de* . 
nied that privilege. At laft they protefted^ 
that whatfoever was done befoi'e Engliih cons^ 
jniffibners thereafter, fhould be of no preju- 
• *dice to their fovereign. But Elizabeth carried 
ber diffimulation ftill farther^ till, at Jaft^ it 
l>ecaine inconfiftent with her formei: prpfef* 
fions ; for ihe faid that ibe could not give 
Mary A perfonal ai^ience ** unlefs flic found 
that her. accufers4iad more likely proofs than 
any yet adduced.'' This veas a very extraor- 
OooWi, diuary declaratidQ. •/ Eliz^^bethi ^ver fince the - 
a»i. ' firft day of Mary-s arrival in England, had rc-^ 
fufed to fee her, becaufe ibe was fufjpefted of 
certain crimes ; and \yet in the anfw^r before 
us, flie as good, as promifes that ihe WQuld ad- 
mit Mary to her prefence^ if thofe crimes were 
proved againft her. 
^ii7»i trial All this while I do not find that the filver- 
f priiii, box and its contents werq judicially produced 
before the Engliflxxommiflioners. This was a 
farther referve for the difplay pf Elizabeth and 
her ininifters exquifite politics. -Elizabeth's re^ 
fentinent againft Murray and his afibciate^ 
for daring to impeach their miftrefs, without; 
l)rHiging ?iny proofs, w*s kept up to th? height, 
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Otf &^ fik^-of Seeotsber, th« board Of com- A^^*!^ 
n^^Bioners met ^at Weflmmfter, : i^ehere they re*- 
pefttcid their proteftationt not to proce^ xku» 
l^fe their nifii^fs vm heard. After thls^ the 
rt^nt imd his, a&cifttes were calkd for^ ai^l . 
reprehended J)y the lord-kc^er in the . ibllow** 
ihg terms;: ^ My lords, t^be queen's majefty^ . 
upoa the confiderados had of that yon.t^' 
your eik, being an addition to your forajer: - 
anfwer^.hath commanded us to Cay untoyou^;-/ ; , 
that her highnefs thinketh. very much ^apji. 
very ftrange^ that yon " being naUve fuf^e^, ' 
to the queen of Scots, fliould accuie Jier of iak. 
horrible a crime, odious both to Gocl and ma^ j i 
a crime againft law, and naCvre, wh^^by; j|^ 
you ihould' prove it true, flie Ihould he infa^; ' ; , 
Qious to all princes in the w^Id« And th^rc«s 
fore hath willed us tp fay unto you',* that sji^; . V 
though you, in this doing, have forgot your ' , , , 
duties of allegiance towards your . fovereign»> 
yet her majefiy meanet^ not; to forget x}s^ 
10 v^. of a good fifter, and of a good* neighs "" 
hour and friend. What you are to anfwer t«: 
this we are here ready to hear/' 
. Th^s fpeech brought matters to a crifis. Miir* 
r^y had now no farther excufe for. not pro? 
ducing his proofs ; and on the eighth of De* 
cember he exhibited, before the Englifh com^ 
miifioners, the contents of the filver-box ; but 
liot without repeating that he had been driven 
\>y the violence of Mary's friends to that dit 
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A.««i5« agreeabld etictfem^. MtfttioA !« mide of ft^ 
vtrat Wi4ttng9 in French, in t&e lfk(» ftbiiiiA ' 
bal^ with kef letters^ aMi ^ SKvowbd' % Ifw^' 
ray ajid Ixis^ cdmmiffioBenr to 1)e mtBten 1^ 
Maiy^: nAkh writings w^fe read/ doj^i^d,- ^am^ 
re^^d^liyerad to* Murray; The^ ' acxt e^^^'. 
hiblMdthe examinaticrti9 and eohfefismd tstf-. 
t&ofe who bkl been executed fw Barhky^^ 
jflOtdtf, and a proteft that had*teeii Stared ^ 
\ bf tkec^rli el^Huiitley and Argyiip^ and the 
ji^rdHeri^ie^, inthe parlbment h^}d at £^«' 
btirgh on the twetity^nifitfe of JXccchAtr^ i gfif;^ 
Alter fSiJi, the tori of Morton figned a/ nar^' 
. rtli^<)^f tibe akanner by which ha cam* inte 
peSei&bn of the filver-box and its p^dpers. W0" 
ve fot^ that thiefa letters aiid papain Waf0f 
ctrmfir^ with letters undoubtedly ^ritt*!^^ 
by Mb'y, and found to be th^ fame hand. 

Thus far apjpearahces woiijd bear'hafd apft* 
tSie riiemory of Mary, had the iinaliaft proefet 
the identity^ or even thd finift^ity, of th^' 
hands, been brought to cdnviift her,^ Elfiateth 
;ttid Iter cdmmifSohcrg had afl along ttcitad' 
her caufc as the moli important that h^tvef 
been heard in England. The eyes of a8 Eu- 
rope were turned towards the decifion; aneT 
the intir^ft, as well as the ' honour, of Eliza- 
beth Vas concerned in a full expofiturc of the 
evidences. I will venture to fay, that if the 
genuirienefs of the papers in queftion could 
haVc admitted of a pirooiF, the greateft' bigot in 
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^^Ave Hftis€Qft0d:b«r#^4md igiven up het drfeacc. 

-7The: fNT^filM^ ojf/tbetJ^Qgiafii convmiffiaiiers 

^^«« the vftAffi ^Meconfttabdc^ as Mfijry j^xIgi 

atad^gbin 4m1 mrftfcd iier commaffiotagrs witih 

*^ifo» th«tt fpuvd <^ iiirei? pwn fii^Sts^: fi^iio Hmxt 

lutQl« hii;»y>||iWa£^^te^^^ ^ai: tier^iekAcL r A ^«&- Br. Roberta 

^yyfd Uptii^h ^fore ifaef /wepe istmdfiQednfeo 

f^Mtat^f 9^ ^ig^eiqfQSttiDlKd lueiccftcr and -QeoHt tluit 
4lB l^tir «Q»l|ards liadf i^m^^^ begiimkig, dtf- 
«€ov«3«d^ 4NEI .wdinai^&«i > ^toiim^s faripgiflig itte 
.^;fim&ce$ i>e6«r^n>herfelf tad ^am* ,«(0bfejo6i;6 1^ 
4Wft amkattd9v acciwieodit|i»Bf fo flic wtas till 

tckma MCiiyEil^&9 that thejr diould be .Api3l6i« 
Hated' ixi that tnoDner." . • : : .: 

- Ife AMgiiitte too bold, at thb^diftanqe of ^tm, tumim. 
^tff afifigft aojr fiarlnizidapreafoiivw M»iy MTr^vpro- 
ffiight >haM ibr 4eimii^ to be petionaUy hmrd ^^' 
^n ber <w» viadication. I^he mighty .pe9rbap«» 
^thei^cret-vasnty to tbtnk> that flie iiHxvki 

. be 
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A.ii.Y{6t. be the beft advocate for her£blf:; md t am isf 
"Ac fame opinion. Sh6 migbt bave private 
..reafons for belieyisgy tlial> bmag better >c* 
' qnaintedwith ber own band-writiiig ibm ^wf 
other perfon^ ihe coiild beil discover the foc- 
ger]r4!>£ thefihrer4K>xpapet6. Whatever Bi»jr 
• be in tfaofo' conjedores^ her demand ifras:i[;ejr* 
^inly a piece pf juftiee diie to the moft ati!Q^ 
Mtious <^iminaly and fumiihed JEltzabeth m#i 
\ tSie ready means of pronouncing heiV us^ofii* 
-i^ to the de^nce ihe made» cither guiky . j>r 
innofcent; But, with, due defecepce to the 1:9* 
yertad author above quoted^ nc&tbipr Maryii^ 
iiier comlniffioners were iilent oa the oci^fion* 
3?bcy> protcftcd, dndcedy againfi; ,the fstpaitc 
pwceedings of ; tfite^ commiflioncr5# ir M 
Tineas not heard in perfon j but that^-proteft yfSilt 
only on account if itbc unfojrmality of :ib^ 
proceeding ; for alter ic was made^ JMary agftie 
' and again offered to enter into the merits of 
her caufey the . fingle ob)e6: of which* was .to 
prove the forgery of the filver?bQX: .'papers* 
This privilege was not only rcfufed. her^ haf: 
ihe was denied even copies of thei papers e:i&> 
hibiled-againfl h^r. A lectcr.is fiiU^;e:$tLani> 
dated the twenty-tfirft of Decenober, from Eli- 
zabeth to Mary^ in ^hich the former hm the 
following w^ords. - « Both in friendihipi na^ 
turc, and juftiee, we are moved to coverthefe 
matters, and ftay our jvdgmeatf and* not to 
gather any fcnfe hereof to your prejudice^ be^ 

fore 



OF S C T L A N D. i*^ 

feris we may hear of your direft anfwef tiiei*^ ^v.tui^ 
unto, according as your commtfik>ners undet^^ 
&uid our meaiiing to be^ wHicfa, at their re» 
Queft, is delivered to them in wryting. And 
as we truft tjiey will advife ydw for your ho- 
nor, to agree to make anfwer, as wc have meii^ 
tiQhed them, fo furely we cauudt but, as' one 
prince and near coufin regardiiig another^ 
moft earneftly as wc naay, in termed of friend- 
ship, require and -charge you not to forbear 
from anfwering; And for our part, as wc * ar^ 
^artely forry and difmayed to find fuch matter 
of yotir charge, fo fiiall we be as hartely glad 
and well content to hear of 'ftifficient matter 
for your difcharge/? 

As the re vorend author abovementioned. And 
a lat^ hiftorian, the two enemies of .Mary's jj,. muMif 
memory, borne down by vulgar prqpofTeffioris, 
Tiave prefumed her ta be guilty, becaufe her 
commiffioner& proteibed, if a. perfonal iriter- 
terview was denied her, agai^ft all the future 
proceedings of the cbmpaiffioners, it is of the 
BtQipft importance to this queftion to examine 
J5iow that hSt really fta:nds, 

"' Had Mary prdtefted' againft all proceedings igjiatt. 
,upon die accusation againflf her, the prefump* 
iion muft have, b^en in her disfavour ; but that 
.was far frotn being the cafe ; ihe excepted an 
gainfi the cQtnmiflioners, and, I think, with 
great jxiftice and dignity of charader; but ihc 
made a clear diftiniflion between the form atid 
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A'.».n;«*. the matter. Slic protefted, it is true, agraift 
t}ie proceedings of the commifitoiiers ^ but ^ 
vasfo Far from being backward in aDfwerii% 
la the matter, that we find, even befor* fbt 
cOtild receive EHzabeth's letter, viz. on the 
nineteenth of December, {he enters as vigo^ 
rdnfly as Elizabeth defired, or as her hs& 
iriends could wilh, upon the fubftahce of hef 
•defence. « And to the effeft ((ays Ihey onr 

soxry. good fitter may tmcjerftand we are not willing 
. to let their falfe invented allegations pafs over 
with filence, adhering to your former prote- 
iftations, you ihall defire.the in^ei^ion and du^ 
plicates of afl' they have p]t)duc6d againft^us ; 
and that we may fee th^' alledged principal 
writings, if they li2^e any, produced; and 
w^th God's grace we fhall make fiich anfwer 
thereto, that our innocence fhall be known to 
our good fifter, and to all other* princes.** 
This was far from declining a trial of Tier ia" 
nottncy; it was only transferring it to a bar 
ttore uninfluenced, and of greater authority. 
Gary's commiffipners accordingly attended 
Elizabetli, and laid before her the very perti- 
, iient and ftrobg ihftruftibns they had received 
from their ifovereign, which was, in tSeSk, 
^oc tb let the matter drop, but to transfer it 
- 'befort -a mo*e competent tribunal, at which 
-fhe was reacJy to anfwer. Elizabeth^s rqpiy 
^i^asj that flie thought Mary-s requeft* to bp 
-vtry reafonable, " and declared herfelf to be 
■' •' very 
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▼ei^ glad that her good filler wojild make an-* ^* ^ *^% 
(wdr in that manner for defence of her ho- 
aour.; and to the cfic£t fier maj^cfty might bo 
the better advifed upon their defifes^ and givtf.^ 
aniwer thereto, defired an extr^S: of the 
faid writing t6\ be given to her highnefs, wUich 
the faid commifiioners did in the morning de^' 

We are no^w to attend the other. infinuatioii 
alled^d againft Mary by Dr; Rotiertfon, .zi if ^ 
the private converfatibn between two of hw ' 
commiifioDers on the one part^ andj Cecil and 
I.eicefier on thd dther, for an amicable compro- 
mife between h^r at^d her fnl^efis, betrayed a ' 
confciQUfnefs of her guilt Admitting thai 
fuch an aj)plitation was made, I quinot fee how 
it can aflfed Mary's honour or cfaari^er. . Her 
friends, ever fince fiife was a prifqner in Eng* 
land, had conftaii^ly advifed her not to bring 
matters tK>aA dxtremity, by forcing Murray 
to produce thfe filVer^bpx letters^, becaufe they 
knew, whether forged or genuine, they muft 
make a ftrong impreffion to her prejudice^ 
Mary took their advice, and tiid not defire to 
bring her enemies udder that dilemma. Tbis^ 
however, perhaps, tnay a|>pear a bald apology 
for her offer of a comjproniife, di(^ we not re- 
flet^ that Maidahd, who was (he afhud £bl*ge^ 
q£ the filver-box papers, 'frak now Mary^s 
£rm, though fecret, friend; that he was the 
great manager of the ndiatch between her and 
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^P» f s^ the dnkc of Norfolk; and that it wasin charaAfr 
for him to fug^ft to Mary the expedient tff a 
compromife, which, in her fituatioii, flie wa» 
obliged implicitly to follow. But had tha^ 
90t been the cafe4 it was natural for her to 

f 

wilh that fo s^trociom a charge ihonid at leaft 
be referved till ibe could have a proper oppor- 
tunity of difproTing it, which (he could not 
have, while ihe was a prifoner, and. under 
dofe confinement; Itet us now bbferve how 
very confifient every fubfequent proceeding 
was with this reprefentation of fa<3:s. 
Miif>an^*t Maitland, in confequence of his Gonciliatofy 
fff^uu- fcheme, gave in a plan to Cecil of an accom? 
^^' modation between V^zxj and her fubje^s, 

. whifch entirely correfponds with that great 
Andirf.tot. ft4te6u«n*s . viewf. «« It ihould be de^ 
p.140, 141^ nounced (fays 1(e) in the next parliament 
y^ that is^ to. fit in Scodand, that whereas^ the 

queen, refleding ^ja the troubled fiate of her 
Jsiingdomt and being wearied with the excefiive 
fatigues which the government of a people 
occafions, and defirous, from motherly affec* 
tion^ to fee in her life-time her only dear, fon 
and heir fettled in the throne, had, in July 
I5<J7, figned a fort of d?mifl^o^ of the crown 
in hiai favour, that he might be inaugurated in 
the kingdom. In which good refolution, al- 
though ihe flill doth continue, and wifheth, 
with call the ardour of maternal fondneft, that 
Ife may long and profperoufly enjoy the fo* 
' ^ ( : y?reignty, 
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wereqgQtj^ yet left the good^ will, which was AiH^H^ 
•lily meant to his perfoA, (hpuld be es:teiiiied 
larther than (he either then did, or now doth* 
itllbWy ihe wUl confirue her own ' meaning, 
which was, that hieir fon ihould be honoured 
and obeyed by all her fubjedt as their hatil- 
jral king, and be in very deed their king; but 
as this voluntary : refignation of the reins of 
government was only made for him, fo was it 
not intended to degrade h^r from the Tank of 
piinces ; for being bom to a kingdom, i»id 
crowned in her cradle, ihe always xefiolved to^ 
maintain in foreign courts the dignity of a 
queen, and be honotired as fucfa by the woidd. 
This, however, is in no fdrt to derogate from 
the authority of her fpn, in whofe naitte ihe 
willeth that the adminiftration of a&trs ftall 
be conduced, thofe continuing to govern in 
the minority, whom ihe and the parliament 
had appointed* Provided always, that dds 
her demiffion, ^nd her fon's being cfiownedt 
iball in no fort prejudice her right to the firc^t 
ceflion ; but that, in cafe he fliould die, (which 
God forbid) ihe ihall then return to the pof* 
feflion of the kingdom, itk as ample a manner 
as if flie had neyer refigned it : for this refig- 
nation, as it was not to redound to her diiho- 
^our, , fo was it only to be regarded as flowing 
from the love of quiet, and of her fon's ad* 
vantage, and therefore was the kingdom to de<* 
kf^d to her lawful pofterity^ 
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Aii^ts^^^ . ^' Thifi ifitcrpretaticm of ^ ber nujefty^^ mcsii« 
iBji ihotild not only ,fae read l^nd ratified itr 
pariiament:, but ' the" whole efiatcs :&6pU tu:*! 
knowledge :her fingukr aflfe^tidh to. ,Rei:, ,fo^^ 
^faich diCpofed her to fee hiii cro^nedja hfer ,,. 
life^time^ and fhould cantib^ tfie wdrJd aga!n&"; 
tfainkihg it a deprivation of efkate for iniirftj^ , 
hot dreamt of by parliament : flie, at th^ feiQC ; 
time, afinring mankind, that ihe had conceived - 
ho hatned to her . fubjed[s> but that 2he loved 
them as her cUildren' ; and they . certifying that 
Ae^ never entertained the leaft thbiight 0$ 
eailifig off the yoke of their dutifut behai^our 
tbwards her, nor intended to break the bancj 
by which prince and fubje&B are knit together. 
But as it hath pleafed heir iftiajefty,. in her own : 
time, to clefire the fobjcfts to pay that dnty t6' 
]^r fon, ixrhlch God's ordinance obliges them- 
to after her death, fo fliall ftle well perceive, 
Ijy their behaviour, that they ftill owe herfelf, 
love, honour, and reverence, which, being 
their dnty, they. wiH profefs to the end of 
their lives.'* 

Such was the artful compromife propofed by 
M^itland; bnt for obvious rcafons, on tht part' 
of Elizabeth, it was not regarded. One Ifel* 
f6n, who' was a domeftic, lodging in -Darn- 
ky^s h€>ufe on the night of the murdet-, was, 
at the rcqiieft of the • earl of Murray and his 
collegues, examined as to that faft ; but tho* 
he appears to have .been ekti^mely willing to 
- ' have 
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his evidence,' bat t^t' the -^u^enV fervants 
had.t^e key 6£ the chamber wherb ihe. heirfelf 
tifedtolyt;, whil< Ihcviras attendiijg her bu(i 
band. ..*The like maT be faid of the 4xainina« 
tioir^f one' CraYrfo^d) another doltteitic, be* 
V:mging1b,Paridey^! which at^oun^ to no 
more than what 1 have taken nptice o£ in the 
eoilrfe of thisr hifioiy, ihat there was, {>reYious 
to Darnley *s murdefi a violent, quarrd between 
him' ind the otjeeft. On the fa&rteenth etf 
December, the ^ommiiBoners met aguin M 
JSampton Court, ' I?rl^e]c6: ^hey Ittletided Elieib*^ 
beth^s,' who enjoined them to -ftcrecy, atid 
recapitulated all tbiat had been doUe in Mary^ 
trial. This, I may ventnric to fay^^it^a^ a meft 
infamous proceeding, becaufe fecrecy was feal- 
ing the -condemnation of the uiihaj^y queem 
•* Her majcfty would, (p?oceedfe the ^ ecord) 
indeed, be moft ' defirous that the * qGeen oi 
, Scots, -either by her idclegates, br In ptribir; 
Ihbuld vindicate her condu^ before fuch per- 
fons as her majefty. would fend; but^onfider- 
ing. at her firft ' arrival in Englind, ihc did 
jiot think it confiftenti with her •honOHr^O'adP 
init her into her prefence, tiH juflffied of ttiafe' 
horrible crimes with wbich common fiinrf 
afpwfed her ; fo now thoie crimes betng^ by 
inany vehement iailcgations and prcfumptions, 
made more apparent, (he cannot now, without 
mamfeft blemtfh of her own feputatsron, in* 
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juasses. dttlge her requeft, till flie has^ hf fotatyA 

wfw^r, evidenced her iniiocency." 
^ly^^^ff To corroborate this declaration^ the £n^ 
vfiBfisa. jjflj nobility declared, that u]^6b infpedting the 
proofs, they thought the queen's anfWer verv 
proper, and that her majefty could not admit 
Mary to her prefence« Next day, Elizabediy 
in a tfioft hypocritical £rain» exprefled to 
Mary's commi^oners the forrow il^ was un- 
der for the many prefumptions that had been 
IHToduced a^&ft her. She therefore propofed 
three methods, any of which their miftrefs 
might chufe for her acquittal. To fend feme 
one truily perfon, or more> with her . aoiwer ; 
or give it in herfelf to fuch noblemen . as ihe 
would difpatch to her ; or, laftly, t^ appoint 
themfelyes, or any others, to vindicate her 
before the. Englifli commifiioners : for ihe 
would no$ aflent to her coming into her pre* 
fence, after :^ what had been difcovered. The 
biihop of Rofs demanded to have this anfwer 
in writing, but was refufed it i and it was re^ 
ferred to his own memory, with a promife, 
that if he would put it in writing, the queen^ 
or h&r fecretary, would corred it. In the 
mean while, a ccmfultation being held; at 
which the duke of Chatleheraut, the foreign 
minifters, and Mary's other friends aflifted, it 
was agreed, that ihe ought to make no anfwer 
to Hizabeth's propofals, unlefs her requeft was 
granted^ <)f being admitted to a fair hearing. 

This 
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TIh8 is the tepodia oa mhkk tht idSkanum ^o.'if't- 
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vbo are <eQet|Mes tQ Mdity s toefnory^ JoaTe tionofthc 
£xcd t}Q prove her <>G^Dfcix>us g*aik, as if flie had brought 
Aedkied ber oioirn . jufii&catioiL In this they m^^, 
copy Ctdlp mho ioi&ed into the tranfaiSHio&a 
of. the cotnmiflkxBars the fame aUegatioo^ by 
ficetending tiial:- flie had put. an etid tQ all fa* 
tapt conferences bf^ctvttin Soottith pft^Deftati^ 
pns (for Aich is. tbe espreffien). Becamfe i iiave 
hitherto feen, under the >hasid$ of two mo* 
derp. hiftorians^ no recaiMadion of what tbey 
^aye adiranced in pi«judioe to Mary^ iiotwkh- 
fiandl^g all that. has been brought, to difprove 
tjb^.chai^ againfi her by Gopdall, and the in«^ 
genious. atttht»: of the I]iquiry» I csm have no 
liopes that any thing fupplemental . to thek*/la« 
Ibour^f whid) hUa from my p^, can produce 
4hat effed. As the defenders of Mary's nae- 
mory, howev^r^ never have been refuted^ ^nd 
9fl felf-condeiwiatk)n i% perhaps, too hard a 
talk to be complied ^vrlth .by roeiii of litji^rary 
abiliiaes, I ihall juft ofoferve that they have uiif- 
taken the meaniag of Mary's declinatixre of 
judgnient^ by omitting one half of her cwfe^ 
lind mifiating the other* Mary was now not 
pnly a defendant, but a plaintiC Ske Jiad dtf* 
tx>vered lights from Angyle and Httntley, w4m> 
had feot^r up. the declaration I have alreftdy 
mentioned, that enabled her to bring a dired 
charge againft her enemies for committing the 
very, murder of which they accpfed hen She 
. Vol. VII. A a demanded 
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A»iKi^8« genntie kM:er» whkb Eliaaibeth had ftom 
Mary .^ If it is replitd tluit Elizabeth's commif*' 
Gootit wet€ faftisAed as to their authenticity f ] 

"vrhy did they not fiscisfy the public Iikewife .^ 
But wha were thc^e commiffioners ? Csiv there 
hff a doubt that the moft bold and honeft' 
m»mg then trembled at the fcown of £lizar* 
betb? When we look |pta the A^te papers of 
herreign, ^fpecially thdil dvawn npby Cecily 
we find them to be fo many dilates ft|l) oi 
plaufihiHty, and when that fails, of perplexity ; 
but difpofed in fuch a mai^ner, that, there is 
no mifiakimg ber pteafure. Had fte^ ordered 
the filler -box (and I am not fure whether tha^T 
was not the cafe} to be placed upon the table^ 
aosd her coTnnitflioners not to look into it^ but 
to beliet^e, upon her roy^l word, tha* the pa- 
pers it contained were alh written by Ms^ry^ 
none of tbem would liav^ he^tated in mak-' 
ing the very fame report they did ; nar do i 
believe that a fingle paper there was edbted 
with her own hand-writing; buft ihaV ^» the 
jcontrary, her comsiiffioners formed their re-* 
porti feom \phat fli?e and CeeH weye pleafetj tqf 
tell. them. 
Birticwiariy I have in the preceding part o| this hiftory^ 
^ -'' ^ I h^ope, anfwered or admitted of the principal 
|a<as brought againft Mary by Bf. Robcrtfonj^ 
^xcqjting thofe which he borrows from the 
author of Melvil^s Memohs^ a book which 1 
|jaY^ pi^cfYPd to be a fpuripu? piibUcation j nor 

fan 



e» It be admitted » jiuthcntie, witli^ut 6f* a;^i|«i^ 
f«ring vic^Ienee t& eveiy principle of biftorkaT 
credibilityv "With regard to Sir Nitkolis 
Tkrogftiortoli's report, cofiterning her attach-- 
ment to Botfiiwdil, while fiie wa5 s prifofKr iflf 
LocUm^eft, it is, H poffiMe, of fttll left au--^ 
thority* He bad not (ben her f he had no op^ 
portunily to know her fei^nents ; be tdolc aS 
be faid from thofe who d^arred bioi from ^ 
proaching: her pedbh, and whofe intei'eilifc ie 
coQfeqnentljr was to abnfe him by defaming 
h|sn Tbe"^- doAor ftirely knew that chreum- * 
fiance ; and if he ^did, was it fair to make the 
following inference ? ^ From this k>ng enu« 
meration of circumftances, we may^ witbout 
irioknce, draw the following conclnfion. Had 
Mary reaUy been acceflar|[ to the murder of 
hct huftand ; had Botbwell perpetrated tho 
fi^ime with her, conient^ or at ber command i 
and bad Ihe intended to ilifle the evidence 
againft him, and to prevent the difcovery of 
bis guilt, flie contd fcarce have taken any 
other fieps thajb ibx>€c fhe took, nor could hef 
condn£t have been more repugnant to alt the 
maxims of prudence and decency/' I fhall 
m^e no farther remark upon this quotationy 
which I have produced as a pregnant fpecimeiy 
of the manner in Which Mary^s caufe has beoQ 
handled, than to obferve, that candour oughe 
to have fuppreflfed it, tmlefd it had beepf 
founded on fads, which confefledly it wa$ 

pott 



t02 THE. H 1ST O RJf : 

.D.isfit. not* The fame may be faid* pf the coiifeffiMtT- 
of Nidtrolas- Hubert, who, in the writings ^;, 
that age, is called French Paris, on}/ that I 
think the mention of that paper, is brought;iinb 
with a ftill worfe grace than that of M^IviFs , 
Memoirs, or Throgmor ton's ktttr, bccanfe it 
wouiiids deeper, and the inipi;^ffion .confe-* . 
gently is not fo eafy to be ei^fcd. • It there-* 
fore becomes me to avail myfelf. of the lights^ 
furnilhed m« by my frienfl, the authpr of the 
Inquiry, yrhich I . have fo often mentionei^ 
and to hold up thi3 boafted evidence to the 
public view. • . : - • " 

. I have already mentioned,, that four of Both*, 
well's fervants, Dalgleifli, Hay, Hepburn, and 
Powrie, were: tried and exiecuted ras acceffarie$ 
to Darnley's murder;; I am Ibrry to obfcrve^ 
that . the late hiftorians of that- period havQ 
fpoken with fo little preciiiony to call it no 
ivorfe, of the eonfefliQns left by thofc critni? 
Uals. *<: Their confeffions (ftys Dr. Robcrtfon) 
brouglit.to light many circumftances relative 
to the: manner of committing that barbarous 
crime;: but they were perfons of a low rank^ 
and feem not to have been admitted into the 
fecrets of 'the confpiracy.'* Is this a fair ftatc. 
of the cafe ? Is it writing with a warmth that 
diftreft innocence ought to infpire ? Ought 
pot the doctor to have informed his readerSi 
that nineteen of the firft peers of. the king-? 
dom, all of them the profqft enemies o£ 

Mary, 
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Maryt upon the firft prefumption of her guilt, A. B^.i5«i, 
ti^t biihops, and eight abbots, on the twelfth 
X)f Sepfember, 1 5*68, in their inftriiAions and 
articles to Mary's comniifiioners, mentioning 
the above xonvifts, and the crime for which 
they fuflFcred, add, " that they declared at all 
times the queen; their foveriign, to be inno- 
cent thereof/* Inlike manner, Lefley' bifliop of 
*Rofs, in defence of his miftarefs's hCdour, in 'a 
paragraph addreff(^d to Murray and his friends^ 
fays, "We can tell y6u, that John Hay of se«th«ift- 
<5allowa'yi that- Powrie, that Dalgleiih, and T^*^ 
laft^df all, that Parit, all being put' to d^ath 
for this crime, took God to record^ at the 
time of theiA death, that this murder was by 
your counfel, invention,and drift, committed; 
\vho alfo declared, that they never knew the 
t^ueen to be participant or aware thereof/' 

Admitting, as. I readily do, that Lefley wai 
violent and over-zealous in the fervice oJF ijiis 
tniftrefs, yet the perfona to whom he addrefles 
himfelf in the above paragraph, were of very 
oppoiite charaders ; and-as the charge was 
made in their life- time, they undoubtedly 
Vould have refuted it, had it been falfe. The 
doctor fays, " that Hubert's depofitioris are je- 
markablc for a firaplicity'and naTvete, which 
ic is almoft impoffible to imitate.'' With what 
contempt would he have treated fuch an ar* 
gument, had itbeen urged in favour of Mary ? 
i^ But (continut?s he) at the fame time, it muft 

be 
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ii.D.1^^ 1»e ackaowledged» thai bis depofitioiis coAtiill 
fome improbable circuoiilanfces* He fetnb to 
have been a fboIi& taUmtrvc fellow; tiie fear 
of death ; the violeace of torture ; and tiie 
defire of pleaficg thQfe» in whole power he 
was, tempted him^ perhaps, to feign fome cir« 
cumftaoces, aod to exa^erate athers4 To ikj 
that ibme circiunitanoes io an affidavit are icB^ 
probable or falfe, is very different from faying 
that the whole is forged," This is a do6^ae 
which I believe never before appeared in the 
laws of evidence. If a depofilion or conftf- 
£on refts fokly upon the vendibility of ita au* 
thor, in what land can that court of juftice 
exifi, who will not rejed the whole, if thrf 
find Any part of it to be falfe ? Does not a 
£ngle prevarication every day quafli the moft 
plaufibie evidences ? How ought it to opiprate 
in this cafe, when the party, as the dodot 
himfelf admits^ w:iis influenced by the fear of 
death, and the violence of torture? And lean 
almoft venture to fay, that no evidence <c^ 
tained under the fear of torture ought to be 
admiflible. 
c^ifes or . Had Mark's enemies been confclous that 
and Hubert, thofe papers were genuine, they were pofiefied 
of the means of coming at the moft corrdM> 
rating proofs of her guilt, without depending 
iingly on their own aflinnation, that they 
were of her writing. Dalglei&, on whom the 
box was found, was feized on the twentieth of 
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June, iS67i fiat days after he was e^tamined j ^•*>- »5«» 
and a copy of his examination^ atteilcd by 
Sir John Ballenden, is ftill extant. Was it not 
natural for MorioHy who had then the box 
and its contents in his* cuftody, to have ob« 
tained all the lights he could concerning it, 
efpecially as the parties were prefent, and on 
the fpot, to have corroborated, or confronted 
the criminal ? No t a word, however, relating 
to the box,, -or the papers, is to be feen in 
HalgleifliV examination ; nor was Dalgleifh 
executed for fix months after. Is not the omif- 
iion of fo material an evidence, a ilrong proof 
that the papers were not then in being, but 
manufa&urod afterwards ? When Murray men* 
tioned t3iem in the council and the parliament, 
in the manner we have already feen, ^why was 
not^ Dalgleiib then produced to confirm Mor- 
ton?s ftory, and to leave the faft without a, 
doubt ? What is ftill more extraordinary, Pa^ 
ris was. alive at the time when the commif- 
fion was fitting in England ; but he was kept seeCood-^ 
in a prifon belonging to the regent, at St. An- *J|j^^°*"i\ 
drew's, under the daily, dreadful, apiprehen- ^^^'y- 
fion of torture and death. What credit is to 
be given to the teftimony of a hair-brained, 
Ipw-bred, Frenchman under fuch circumftances, 
efpecially as his confeffion (for it is pretended 
he made two) that rooft afFecls Mary, is full of 
inconfiftencies and improbabilities ? ^ 

Vol. VIL B b During 
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A. Dt t56t. During the procefs at the board of commifiioQ^ 
Mumy '^ €rs. Wood Uid before thofe of England a de- 
c£l°c ^* claration, figncd by the regent, the earj of 
wu o^Ar! Mortori^ the bilhop of Orkney, lord Lindfayj^ 
syieand ^nd the ^bbot of Duoifermling^ affirming, 
upon their honours and coiifciences, that the 
filver-box papers, all but one written by the , 
earl of Huntley, and figned by Mary, were of 
her writing. The receiving fuch a declaration . 
from perfons, who^ in one fenfe, were profe- 
cutors, and, in another, parties accufed of 
the very crime with which they clu^ged Mary, . 
■was certainly a very extraordinary proceed- 
ing; but notwithflanding the firong remon- 
ftrances prefented agaiqft this, and all the 
other a£ts of Elizabeth and her commiffioners, 
no regard was bad to Mary's complaints ; and 
* her guilt was taken as confeffed, .upon the af- 
firmation of her profeffed' enemies. Up6n the 
jirrival of Huntley and Argyte's declaration at 
London, which I have fo often mentioned, the 
earl of Murray gave in tlie following aafwer : 
•• Becaufe the cuftom of my adverfaries is, 
jtnd has been, rather to calumniate and back- 
bite me jfiL itty abfence than before my face ; 
and that it may happen them,' when I am de- 
parted forth of this realm (England), fcanda- 
Joufly and untruly to report untruths of me, 
and namely towards fonie fpeeches holden in 
my hearing at Craigmillcr, in the moi|th of 
November, 1566; I have already dfeclared to 

• the 
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• the queea's (Elizabeth) majefty, the effe£t df ^ ^- 's^'- 
the whole pui^pofes, fpoken in my audience at 
the fame time, fincerely and truly, as I will 
anfwer to Almighty God, unconcealing any 
part to my remembrance, as her highnefs I 
tiiift will report. And iFarther, in cafe any 
man will fay and affirm, that ever I was pre* 
ibnt, when any purpofes were holden at Craig- 
miller in my audience, tiding to any unlaw- 
ful or difhonourable end, or that ever I fub- 
fctihed any bond therej or that any purpofc 
was holden concerning the fubfcribing oi any 
bond by me, to my knowledge, I ayow^'iey 
fpeak wickedly apd untruly, which I will mHHn^ 
tain againil them, as becomes an honeft man, 
to the end of my life, I own, indeed, that at 
Edinburgh, in Oclober is^^^ I figned a bond 
with the earls of Huntley, Argyle, and Both- 
well ; but that was in token of our reconci- 
liation. To this tOQ I was conilrained ; for, 
without it, I could not have been admitted to 
the queen's prefence, nor have had any fhew 
of her favour. And no other bond w?is ever 
offered to me in any wife, before the murder 
of the late king, father of my prefent fove- 
reign. Indeed, after that cataflrophe, I was 
often earneftly urged by the queen to fubfcribe 
fome others; but neither her perfuaiions nor 
commands could ever induce me/' 

Had not Cecil attefted this paper to be Mur- The pro- 
ray's anfwer to Huntley and Ai^ylc's decla- JS^^c^!' 

B b 2 ration, ^J^« 
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*A.i>.t56S* ration, and battered it upon the back of it« 
copy, we rtight have juftly fufpcded that it 
related to fome other aflfair, as -the two nolik- 
teen had not charged him with entering into 
any bonds at Craigmiller. But,^ in fed, Ar- 
)gy\e and Huntley's charge was full, direft, 
and circumftantial, againft Murray and his 
aflbciates, while his anfw^r is general, weak, 
and evafive. By this time, however^ the fegent 
^ew apprehenfive of the confequences of 
i^hat had pafled; and Elizabeth was fenfible 
of the notorious injuftice that had been dolie 
to ^*Iary, whofe confidence in. the juftice of 
Ifcr caufe, grew daily more 'ftrong. It Was, 
therefoTe, time to put an end to the commif- 
nfion, upon pretence that Mary's comraiffion-^ 
ers had declined proceeding. *^ Therefore, 
^fays Cecily in a minute, which is ftill extant, 
under his hand) if the faid bifhop and his 
colleagues had not (as it is fuppofed) diflblved 
their coinihiffion by Scottifli proteftationis, 
whereby they have not, as it is thought, now 
any authority to m^ke anfwer thereto, they 
'fliould be made privy to the faid evidences and 
proofs, whereby her majefty might have of 
them fome good anfwer, to the acquittal of 
the queen of Scots, her good fitter, which 
her m aj eft y would be glad might be accom- 
pliflied,'' The manner in which this paffage is 
worded, is fo remarkably cautious and inde- 
f ifive, that it fully indicates the difficulties of 
" . the 
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the author upon the futgeA. If Elmbeth^and a.©^5««- 
her commiffioners were fatisfied that the fil< 
ver-box papers were of Mary's hand-writing, 
in what manner could the latter make any 
good anfwer, fo as to be acquitted, and thereby 
fiitisfy Elizabeth ? or can the moft virulent of 
Mjtry's enemies fliew areafoh, even if her com-^ 
miflioners had refufed to proceed, (which was 
not the cafe) why they might not have been 
indulged with a fight, and copy, of. tjie pa- 
pers charged againft ier ? This objedion was 
fo ftrong, that Elizabeth rcfolved to put it 
even out of her own power to anfwer it ; for 
a few- days after the letters were produced, 
ihe confented that Murray and his affociates 
fliould return to. Scotland with the filver-box, 
and all its contents. - This happened at a time 
when Mary was preparing to make a vigorous 
defence of her conduftjthad Ihe been admitted 
to a fair hearing. The declaration of the earls 
of Huntley and Argyle contain no more than 
the fubftance of their own information to. the 
biJQiop of Rofi; and- v^hich having been re- ^ 
duced by him to the form of a declaration, 
and tranfmitted to . them by Mary, was by 
them returned. Mary intended to have pro- 
duced this declaration in her defence, and was 
aftoniihed when ihe heard that her accufers 
had obtained leave to return to Scotland; She '*^ 
-wrote to Elizabeth on the twelfth of January, ^ 
complaining, that her accufers were allowed to 

depart 
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A.1>.2S79' idkpait' the realm» <^ ii<A abidiog to hear the' dd^ 
fence of her innocence^ nor the ' trial and 
proof of their detedion, which was offiered to 
prove them ^ilty^ of the fame crime/^ Was 
this the language- of guilt, decKning to b6 
. tried ? All the anfwcr ihe got was, that the re^ 
gent had promifed to return when called for. 
Qutmi be- , The behaviour of Mary's commiffioncrs '4>n 
lords Hctr tMs occaEoil was w^jrm ; but fuch as indicated 
lOndCir, them to foe internally latisfied of Kerixitio^ 
eetice. I muft, however, acknovlrkdge, that 
had Mary been admitted to a fair trial, I caBv 
not {e^ upon what: evidence Murray could have 
been conviftcd of JDarnley's murder. But 
I cannot help thinking, that feme unfa- 
vourable circucaftanccs w6uld have appeared 
igainft Kim ; tho' I do not imagine thatMiary 
and her commiffioners thought they could 
. * t)ring againft him- a£ny rfireft proof of die fad. 

The lori^ lierritss was very ftrcmgon this head; 
andippkein ftich open terms againft the re-r 
gent and* his' affociates, that he received the 
following challenge from the lord Lindfay, 
the original of Svhich remains in the library of 
the Scotch colFege at Paris. 

^ Lord HerriSs, I am informed that you 

. have fpoken arid 'affirmed, that tny lord re* 

gent's grace, and his company hcrfc preferit, 

were guilty of the abominable murdier of "the 

■ Icing, our favereign lord's father ; if you have 

1 fo fpokcAi you h,avc ikid untruly, and therein 

i lied 



1 



OF S C OTL AND, 191 

K^d in your throat, whtdi: I will maintniii^^ A.9«iisf|»i 
God willing, agsiinft you, as becomes me of 
honour and doty^ Hereupoq I defire your an^ 
fwen Subfcribed with my hand at Kingfton, 
thp twenty «*fecond of December, 1568/' 

The anfwer returned by lord Heme&wasa^ .. ;. ." 
fbJloT((s: 

f* Lord Lindfay, I hayc ilecn a writing of 
yours the twenty*fi?cond of December^ and 
thereby underfiand jpu ve informed that^ I ' ^ 
have iaid and afiirmed that thci^earl of Murray^, 
whom you call your regoit, and his .company 
are guilty of the queen's huiband's flaughter, 
father to our prince; and if' I iaid it that«I lidd 
in my throat, which youtwill maintain againft 
me, as became you of your honour and duty; 
In refped they have accufed the queen^s mzr 
jefty, mine and your native fovereign, of that^ , 
foul crime; for,* by the duty that.go6d fujbr 
jefts ought, or ^ver hasi^eqn feipn to ;h;^ve dow 
to their native fovereigUj I. liaise iald.^ere n 
in that company, prefent With the ^arl of 
Murray,, guilty of that abomittslble treafon, in 
the fojneknowlcdge thereto. That you was privy 
to it, iotd Jindfay, I know, nOtj and if you 
will lay that I have ^edally fpoken of you, 
you lied in your throat, and that I will defend 
as my honour and duty becomes me. 'But I 
would any of the principals that was there /ub- 
icribe the like writing you have fent to me, 
aad I flialL point him forth, and ight with .aay 

of 



i^a /THE HIST O R Y' 

^•^15^9: of the traitors therein; for meetcft it is that 
traitors ihould pay for their own treafon* 
Loodoiiy twenty-third of December^ 1568. 

Hcrries." . 
Tbros o«e This WM a very plain defiance^ and the * 
Hdfaitt^cl bifliop pf Hoiisy the lord Herrie8» and the com- 
mendator of Kilwinning,^ appeared beforci 
Macy's commiffionersy to confront the regent^ 
the, earl of Morton, and lord Lindfay. The 
former acquainted the board, that upon their ^ 
own proper knowledge they could charge none 
of the three lords as being- guilty of Efarnley's 
nooirder; but they urged at the lame time, that 
other evidences,, ^whom they were ready to 
produce on the part of their .miilrefs, might 
afied th^tnu As the charge of lord Hemes, 
•was fo far . pai;ticular, that he reiirifted it to 
fuch' of Murray's friends as were then with 
him in > England, it was undoubtedly incum* 
bent iipon^ Maitland, Macgill, and others of 
thatilamp, to have exculpated therafelvcs in 
the manner the three lords had done. Their 
not doing it gave the public of England very 
favourable impreffions of Mary's C;aufe, e^cialJy - 
as Maitland now every where publilhiBd, that ^ 
it was no unufual thing about her court to 
counterfeit her hand.; 

At this time, no mention was made of the ^ 
-filver-box letters : and fo little ftrefs was laid 
Upon them, that Cecil, in a memorial which 
he drew up concerning the-ftateofEngland^ 

with 



ofs<56tland. 

• 

tnth the greateft art and affiduity iay$»< that 
^ Hie fame of her (Mary's) murdering of her 
hufband will by time vanifli away, or will be 
{o by defence hatidled as it ihall be no great 
block in her way to atchieve her piirpofes/' 
What defence Mary would have made, had ihe 
been admitted to a hearing, may be gathered 
from Lefly'S printed vindication of her con* 
duft, and from the two liter writers who Thfinquiry 
have undertaken her defence. I have already- 
obferved, that it appears from no evidence, but 
the reports of her declared enemies, that the 
identity of her hand was ever proved ; for if it 
had, there co^Id be no doubt as to her crimi- 
nality. With regard to the forgery, Dn Ro- 
bertfon is of opinion, ** That when a paper is 
forged with a particular intention, the eager- 
nefs of the forger always prompts him to avoid 
all doubts and uncertainties, and to be as ex- 
plicit as poffible;'' This (he fays) was no^ 
the cafe with regard to the iilver-bex letters ; 
and he confirms his obfervation from ^ the 
pafiages foiiled into ancient, authors by heretics 
in different ages ; the leg^dary miracles of the 
Romifh faints ; the fuppofititious deeds in their 
own favour produced by monafteries ; and the 
falfe charters of homage.'* ** No maxim 
(continues he) feems tp be more certain than 
this, that a forger is often apt to prove too 
much, but fcldom falls into the error of prov- - 
ing tpo Uttlc.*^ -. 
Voj.. VII. Cc iam 
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A. D. X569. I am fo fyc from ' agreeing with my' fnend 
^nt^^Dr. the author of the Ioq«iry» in the compliments 
he piiys the doSbx om thiii bbfervation, that I 
thinhs whea applied to the pf efbnt cafe» it fpe-^ 
cifieally deftroyi his argtm^nts, beoiufe itf 
fsLfs no iQore than that Murray V party, which 
confifted of ik^ne of the raoft fubtle heads in 
iluFope at that tixne, avoided the rock on 
which the forgeries of ancient, bat barbarous, 
times had fpUt. ^ Are fiich men as Morton, 
Maitlaad, Mac|;UU Woodland Buchanan, ta* 
be put upon a kfrel with thoie forgers of fc^- 
mer days, (Harding in particular) who in 
every other riefped: were weak men, and gene* 
rally impelled toi what they did by motives of 
zeal, igncnrance, and enthufialm ^ Might not 
the fame fagacity which fuggefled the obfer- 
ration to the de^or, have fijggefted it to 
Morton and Maitland, who was (if ever man 
was) a dupe to his owfi refinements.^ It is een- 
tain that Elizabeth was far from coafideniag 
ihefefpeciousdefeA^ mentioned by the dodior, 
in the light he does ; and from what we have 
quoted above, Cecil certainly thought they 
would opecate to Mary's acquittal The dodior 
proceeds to fay, that •* there are (of Mary'i^ 
guilt) only imperfect hiiats, obfcure intim^t^ 
ons and dark expreifions in the letters, whicfa>^ 
however convincing evidences they might fur- • 
nifli if found in real letters, bear no refem- 
blance to that glare and fuperfluity of evidence- 

which 
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wlikh forgories commotily colitain* . ATI the a- d* is^t* 
idirocates for Mary's inaocence^ io her owa 
age^ cdntend, that there is nobbing in th4^ lett 
terd.u^ick caa £arve as a proof of her guild. 
Leflejy Blackwood) Turner^ asd dth^rs^ abound 
with paflages to this pur|ioie ; nor are the fen« 
fiimeots of thofe ii^ th€ prelEefit ag« difierwt." 
Here I muft differ from the dodor in two 

» ■ 

poiotSy and one of tbeift a matter of fad. Had 
Mary been tri^d before a legal |ury» kgal 
proofji might have been espied; but the 
truth 1^^ Eli^beth s^nd her comtoiffioners never 
pretended to try her, but to receive the evi- 
dences againft her ; and Elis&abifh, early ta 
the- proceedings m the commiffion^ declared, 
that if At received fuch proofs as fatis^ed her 
of Mary's guilty fiie never would {ji&tr her to 
be reftored to hef throne^ Muifay and his 
friends therefore were under no neceffity of 
carrying theur forgeries farther^ than to bring 
before £liz3^th ^eh e^f^ences as, though 
not legal, were convincing; and no nsan of 
eandour (if he can fuppofe thofe letters to be 
genuine) can doubt of her guilt, thou^ the 
evidence is not carried on to an abfoluCe charge 
of her being an adual perpetrator of the mur- 
der. I muft therefore be of opinion, that if 
Mary's friends refted her vindication not upon 
the^ forgery, but upon a defsd of legal evi« 
dence againil her arifing from that forgery, 
they betrayed her 4:zufe. The next matter in 

C c a which 
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A. D. 15(9. which I differ from the doAor is, that wh&t' 
ever inconfiderate arguments Mr. ' GoodlU 
might advance, it dojcs not at all. aj^fear jthat 
I^fley quitted his firong fort of the forgery o£ 
the papers, to. entrench .hinifelf behind the 
weak defence of their not amounting, though 
gCQuine, to a legal proof. But this wiU appear 
beft by the {equeL 
Mtry*t ms- Mary was all jthis while in the toils of her 
ST"' enemies. She (till refided at Bolton^aftle, 
Baitpiu vrhere Elizabeth had planted about her perfoa 
her vice-chamberlain. Sir Francis ICnolles, as a 
fpy ; and he, with the lord Scroop, pundually 
informed Elizabeth of whatever came to their 
knowledge, concertiing Mary's affairs. The 
lord Bpyd was then by Elizabeth's pejrtoiffion 
at BoltojC^ cattle, and had given Mary fuch in- 
formations concerning the defpondency of all 
her enemies, in not daring to produce the iil*t 
ver-box papers, as had but too much elevate^ 
the unhappy prince^, and thrown her off her 
guard. She made no fecret of her refentment 
^t Elizabeth's condud, ^nd was clear that her 
defence would be fuch as mutt acquit her in the 
eyes of the world. Perhaps flie even was in- 
cautious enough to fuffer fome particulars of 
it to tranfpire. Elizabeth, from the informati* 
ons which fhe received from Scroop and 
Knolles^ was fenfible that in any event Mary 
would be able to. overwhelm her accufers with 
cpnrptton, and formed a pls^n to have fh^ 

whol? 
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whole proceedings relating to tb? letters en- >.©»i5^ 
tirely qvafhed, but in fuch .a manner, as ihould 
di£aible Mary from refentxng what h^ pafled. 
She had» ever ;$nce the arrival of the bifliop 
of. Rofs at iier* court, applied hei^felf to his 
'jgireak fide, .'^hich fe^ms to hate been vanity. 

• • • 

She commended him,^ not only for, his honefty 
and attachment to;his miftrels^ *but for. his abi- 
lities and dexterity in bufinefs ; ^ And flie loft 
no oppprttinity of recommending him to Mary 
pp thofe accounts. By thofe arts Ihe wormed 
out of Lefley the defence which Macy was, to 

have made ; and the' reader % in . the notes in 

• « 

* Extrafted out of i writiilg giren to the queaits majcfty by 
the bilhoppf Rofs, December x%, 1568. 

1. Upon truft;through fundry promifesy and receiving sl jnng 
from Bethune, after her coming out of Locblevin (he came into 
therealm« • 

2. At the beginning of the conference at York^ the queen^s 
commiiiioners did make offers to have reconciliation made. 

* 3« Seeing not the queen^s majefty, nor her mihiftersy have . 
taken any pains to jnake a reconciliation. 

4.' The queen's enemies put the queeii's majefty in fear of the 
queen of Scots alliance with Finance by her uncles. 
. 5. The queen^s fubjedts fear avengCjj &c. 

6, The queen of Scots will ftay only upon the queen's majefty, 
and make fecurity thereof. 

7. She will content h'erielf with fuch recpnciliation as tho 
queen's majefty Ihall appoint. . 

For defence of the charge. 
i« Nothing is alledged but prefumptions, << quae non funt adeo 
vehementes." 

2. It cannot be proved that the letters be written with her own 
Band : for (he was of too much honour to commit fuch a fa% 
and of too much wit to have conceived fuch matter in writing. 

3. Her handy nor (eal, nor date is to the letters^ nor no di- 
rection to any. 

4. Her hand may be counterfeited ; whereof fome ailijlan^ tp 
t)ie adver(kries, as well of other ^lations as of Scots, can dp it. 

By 
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^^.tsfi^ GeciPs hand, will find fome flight hiftti, from 

the paper he gave to Elisabeth, by which we 

may perceive, that had Mary been admitted 

to make her defence, it would hdve been vigo« 

rous, and perhaps imanfwerable. By thofe 

hints, however, it fisems as if Lefley had had 

ibme information as to the filver*box papers. 

infidioMtii. • Elizabeth began to have very ferious appre* 

sK*»Mb t# henfioDS - concerning Maryfs cafe, and the in« 

un^fnm juftice o€ refufing her to be heard. She therd* 

R^^^f ** fore wrote a letter to Sir Francis Knolles, who^ 

**• with the lord Scroop, had informed her that 

Mary appeared to be undaunted and afibred 

ofvidory.^ This letter is one of the ftrongeft 

ipecimens of the arts of duplicity employed by 

Elizabeth in Mary^s cafe. She there inftrufts 

. , . , 

Knolles, as it were entirely of himfelf, and in 
friendfhip to Mary, to deal with her, ** That 
ihe might be induced (I ufe the words of Eli* 
zabeth^s letter) for avoiding of the great ex- 
tremities whereunto her caufe may bring her to 



' By comparing of writings no truth con he had. " Cum de Jure 
fallaciiTimum genus proband! (it per comparationem titerarum pro* 
niores debemiM eflTe ad abfolvendum quam ad condemnandum.** 

5. As for the marriage with Both well, the hoibiUty fblicitedf 
suid advifed it^ and fubicribed thereto ; and ipecially fome of the 
adverfaries, a*8 by a writing under their hands will b^ teftified. 

ConcluHon, $cc» A requeft to make a reconciliation to the queen 
of Scots honour. And for any particular caufes concerning the 
4neen» there may be honourable devices with all furety. 

And if reconciliation may not follow; then a requeft to reftore 
the queen of Scots to her country, and fUpporting of her ; and if 
that be thought chargeable, then not to fupport hf r adverfaries^ 
j^ither be o^ended that rud be fought of other princes. 

yield, 
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yield, fo as it might alfo appear of her own a.p«i5«^ 
will, that by way of permiffion, that her foa 
may contiime in the ft ate wherein he ia; and 
the regiment alfo in the earl of Murray, as 
already it is ordered by their parliament, and 
herfelf, to continue here in our realm, during 
filch time as we &aU find convenient; and 
her fon, neverthelefs, for his fafety, to be 
brought into this ou^ realm, to be preferved 
and educated under the cufiody of perfons of 
the birth of Scotland for a certain fpace; and 
the whole caoTe of hers, whereof flie hatfac : 
been charged, to be committed to perpetual 
filence ; and the caufe of this her yielding and 
affent, to be grounded and notified to proceed 
of her own good will, by reafon of her weari- 
sefs of gontemance, and deiire to fee her ibir 
efiabliihed, in fuch terms, to fave her honour^ 
as is more at length contained in the inftm*- 
ment devifed for the demiffion of her crown^ 
whilft fhe was in Lochlevin^" Elizabeth then 
proceeds to give- Knolles fome other orders to 
the fame effed, and inftrudb him to communis- 
cate the fame in great fecrecy to the lord 
Scroop, that they might not differ in their tale ; 
*« And this we would have done, concludes (he, 
before the bi&op of Rofs ihaU come thither, 
whom we have caufed to be fiayed a day or 
two upon another pretence } meaning to caufe 
this matter to be fo indiredly broken with 
hiix^y as he fliall have .caufe to deal with the 

queen 
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A*D. 15^ queen herein at his coming thither ; and there^-^ 
fore we would have her mind not' only underr ' 
flood herein beforehand, by you, but sdfo pre* 
pared by this purpofe, and in any wife not to 
be known, thatyjdu are direded i^om us iir 
this caufe.'? 
After producing this remarkable letter, the 
. reader can fcarcely doubt of Elizabeth's iniidi-^ 
ous views, which were to obtain the govern- 
ment of Scotland, by the young king being 
committed to her cuflody, and keeping the 
regent devoted to her fervice; and all this, as 
if it was to be the free ad of Mary. As to the 
filver-box papers, they were to be committed 
* to perpetual filence; nor are they fo much as 
mentioned, nor even hinted at^ by Elizabeth, 
who^ by this time^ knew them to be infa- 
mous forgeries,' Is it to -be imagined, that a 
woman of. her fagacity and penetration, had- 
Ihe thought them to be genuine,* would not- 
have detained them in her own hands, as un« 
doubted evidences of Mary's guilt, and the 
mofi: efieffcual meanSi by threatemng to expofe 
them with the real originals to her own and 
foreign minifters, to bring Mary to give up s£ 
thoughts of refuming her throne ? 
Ko*Sic!\r ^^^ ^^^^ Scroop and Sir Francis KhoUes had 
ua*^^' ^^^ very indiflEerent fuccefs in executing the 
^5^9. fecret commifSon they were charged with by 
their miftrefs. Mary, when they received Eli- 
zabeth's letter, was; in private conference at 

Bolton 
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Bolton with the lord Boyd, and Roulet, her A, 0.1^169. 
former fecrctary, predeceffor to Rizib, who had 
brought her over difpatches from the cardinal 
of Lorrain. Elizabeth, according to the vice- ^g^^J^Tj 
chamberlain's anfwer, had gone fo far in cajo- 
ling Lefley, that Ihe had propofed continuing 
Murray in the regency, by a Joint deputatioa 
from Mary and her fon. The bifhop did not 
fail to advertife Mary of , this :propbfal ; and 
that Elizabeth refolving ihe jthould be ftill a 
queen, intended to difcountenance Murray and 
his affociates. Mary was enraged when ihe 
found that the language ufed towards her by 
Elizabeth and her ;minijlers, was fo very dif- 
ferent from Leflpy's reports; and. flie treated 
her two keepers with , :gi| eat freedom on that 
account, andjas . bising- her chief enqipies. Many 
other circuniftfinces concuiredia givi^ her 
great fpirits. Elizabeth had aflfefied to • behave 
to Murray, whofe chief refidence was at Kineilon 
upon Thames, with great negle£i:. Mary's 
friends were theq fo powerful in Scotland, that 
l;ie and his friends could get no money' from 
that country ; and their credit was almoft ex* 
haufled in England, when they confented to 
produce the iilver-box to the Englifh commif* 
fioners. Elizabeth then agreed to lend Mur- 
ray two thoufand pounds; but fmaU as the 
fumwas, £he infifted upon the duke of Nor- 
fplk's perfonal fecurity for repaying it, whicl^ 
he afterwards aftually did^ The growing 
Vol, VII. Dd ftrength - 
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Mt>. i5i>. ftrehgfth of Mary's party in England gave £liz2l«'' 
hah appreheniioDS that fhe might overad herne- 
^left of Murray; and Mary's condud determined 
her to ihew him as much friendihip as ihe had 
hitherto contempt She ordered Tamworth, 
the fame who had been fent to Scotland^ to 
advance him in her namrfive thouiand pounds^ 
upon Murray's giving a note for the repay- 
ment of it in nine months, which he did. 
Gooaan, Mary was now more than ever exafperated 

voiii.;. ^ Elizabeth's condud. Senfible as flie was 
bow powerful her friends were in Scotland^ 
fl^ wrote them a letter, ^< taxing Elizabeth 
with breach of promife, and with the blacked . 
inctutioufl treachery towards her caufe. She affirmed that 
conduftof ui'gabcth had made a fecret convention with 
her rebels to the following efFeft: That her 
(Mary's) fon fliould be fent to England, and 
there educated ; and that the caftles of Edin-^ 
burgh and Stirling Ihould be put into Eliza- 
beth's hands for her fecurity, upon her de- 
claring him the next in her fucccffion^ if ihe 
had no iflue. That the earl of Murray fhould 
take the caftle of Dunbar, and put it into the 
hands of Elizabeth, who was to procure his 
legitimation, fo as to enable him to fucceed to 
the crown of Scotland } in which event, he 
was to hold it as a fee from that of England. 
She then pretended that a compromife had 
been made between Murray and the earl of 
Hertford, ^bofe" Wife was dead, and Cecili 

■ •••--•■••! f y r ■ _ 
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^io was to give that earl one of his datigb- a. u 1569/ 
ters in marriage ; and that Murray had agreed 
to guaranty to the earPs children, by the lady 
Catharine Grey, the fuccdfion to the crown of 
England; he, on the other hand, keeping 
Murnfy • in quiet poffeffion of Scotland. She 
then concluded with fome bitter refleftions^ 
upon Elizabeth, and ordered her friends iiot 
only to do all they • could to deftroy her re* 
bels, but, if poflible, to hold a parliamenf ' 

This ill*judged letter, fatally for Mary, wst^ Eiizat.«h 
interdepted by Elizabeth's miniftef s j and eon-' Jeco^ikd? 
▼inced that princefs, wh6 delivcfrcd it to Mur- 
ray, that Mary Wal fully apprized of all her 
arts ; and that the^ beft coorfe flie could ptrr- 
foe' was to fupport Murniy in his regency. 
Befides the five thotifand pounds (he lent him^ 
flie ordered a proclamation to. be miade upon 
the borders, contradiding the facls contained 
\ in Mary's letter. A copy of this proclamation, Hayne't 

f which is dated January the fecond, and faid pcrs,p.5oo. 

•* to be againft flanderous writings publiflicd irf 
Scotland," is publiftied in • the Cecil papers; 
The manner in which it touches the removal 
6f the young king of Scotland into England 
I is pretty remarkable. " Although it is true 

that fome (pceches have been ufcd by fuch of 
the friends of the prince, as are known to be 
moft naturally affefted, wifhing the child un* 
der the guard of them who now have the 
charge of him, to be out of the dangers of 

t) d a his 
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A.D.X569, his enemies that have already murdered his 
father : but hereof was there never any tnan« 
ner of convention Or accord ; neither yet was 
there heard by her majefty any word of the 
carl of Murray, or of any of his company, to 
allow of any removing of the (ame prince 
out of Scotland, or out of the charge of them 
that now have the cuftody of him." This 
was, at befi, a palliating apology, becaufe al- 
moft every ftate-difpatch of that time proves 
that it was Elizabeth's earneft defire to have 
that young prince in her hands. Along with 
this proclamation, a letter was fent to Eliza- 
beth's wardens of the marches, direfting them 
to convey the earl of Murray and his friends 
from Newcaftle to the Scotch borders, and 
farther, if ' requifite for their fafety* They 
are Jikewife require4 not to infift, for fome 
time, upon his attending the affairs of the 
borders ; and that no Scotchman fliould pafa 
into England without his licence. *• And be* 
caufe (continues ftie) we have hitherto found 
no matter to move us to difavow the authority 
wherein we have found him, knowing him to 
be we]l-difpofed to maintain juftice and peace 
betwixt both thefe realms, we would have 
you neither do, nor fuffer to be done any man- 
ner of thing within your rules, prejudicial to 
liis government, before you fliall have direc- 
tion from us ; but generally to further him in 
all reafonable caufes during the time we ihall 

allow 
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allow thereof/' It is now neceflary that I ^^^A^ 
ihould return to the ftate of the match be* 
tween Mary and the duke of Norfolk, which 
proved to be the fecret fpring of other events. 

I have more than once obfervcd, that the ^op^<f 

use flnstcfi 

pi^ofound diffimulation of Elizabeth and Cecil between 
renders it extremely difficult, for the beft ia- Nor^tik. 
^rmed hifiorian, to fiace the fads of her 
reign with any degree of certainty. They 
h^ often in their pay and fervice ffics of op* 
pofite parties, and occafionally employed the 
informations of the one againft the other. 
According to the teftimony of hiftoriaas 
neareft the time, and, indeed, many of the 
fiate-papers, Murray was difpofed to the 
match between Mary and Norfolk ; and Mait- 
land, even after he produced the filver-box, 
interceded fo effeclually in liis favour with the 
di^ke of Norfolk, that he brought about a re« 
conciliation between them. I (hall, from the 
beft records that are now extant, without hav** 
ing regard to hiftorians who were not afllfted 
by them, endeavour to give as clear a view as 
poffiUe of this matrimonial labyrinth. 

Upon the return of Norfolk from vifiting 
the frontiers towards Scotland, after the com- 
miflion at York was diflblved, his defign had 
certainly tranfpired fo far, that it was the 
public talk of the court, he was to marry 
the queen of Scotland. This came to £liza« 
bcth's ear ; and Norfolk knowing how jealous 

ihf 
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^a.4|;if jhc ^as in iiiclr cafes^ was: at great p&ifis t^ 

i^ear himfclf from any fuch iftiptitation ; atiil 

jfli^dd with fo much feeming fiocerity, that 

£li2sabeth believed) or ieemed to belicfve/^that 

• ^ there was nothing in the vepSft- Ske ^declared^ 

at the fame time, to her coktftiers, '^ tii^ttho? 

Norfolk did. now mifiike.the match, yet he 

might, perhaps, be brought to likt it f Of^ th% 

benefit .of tiie realm, and for her majefty'l 

own .fafety.*' This fpeecfa, wiich, by the byej 

was very enfnaring, produced a decfetratioii 

from Norfolk, *• That, no reafon could move 

him to like of her, that had* been a competi* 

tor to> the crown; and, if her majefty would 

move him.thereto, he will rather be committed 

to the Tower ; for he meant never to .Aiarry 

with fuch a perfon, where he could not be 

fune of his pillow.'* After, the^- conferences 

were removed to Hampton-court^ Norfolk had 

feveral converfations with Murray, who ap-* 

peared to be fp apprehenfive of his failing iii 

his attack upon Mary, that he renewed fai$ 

fallicitations with the duke for complecting the 

marriage, Norfolk, who bad no rveafon to hava 

a good opinion of him aftear his behaviour at 

Weftminfter, .apifwered coldly, that if the ejtrl 

tould fet his; qUeen free in her realnv, and 

thereby. make heir fit for a ^odd hufband, then 

he would give him ,an anfwer. Notxvithftand^ 

ing this diffimulation, Norfolk had^ the weaki 

»cfs to liften to Maitland's foUicitatipns in fa* 

' ^ • yoi^r' 
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Vouf of Murray, and forfned a ftrong {)arty A,D.i5i55fc 
in England for the match. It^ headd were the 
earls of Arundel and Pembrok^^, the lord Lum-^ 
ley. Sir Nicholas Tbrogmorton ; and, at laft,' 
the earl of Leicefter himfelf feemed to favour 
the propofal, though he certainly betrayed the 
whole intrigue to Elizabeth. Norfolk's pre- 
text for engaging thofe great men was, that 
both before and after his marriage he intended 
to employ the whole of his intereft for fecu- 
ring Elizabeth againfl all the practices of Mary 
and her friends, and to indemnify Murray and 
his party for all that had pafled. The regent, 
however, had a farther 'end to ferve by the 
apparent cordiality of his reconciliation with 
the duke of Norfolk. He knew the great fway 
which \ikzt nobleman's authority had aU over 
the north of England,, and that it was in his . 
power to have intercepted J|iim on the road; 
Some hiilorians fay, that Murray had adually 
got intimation of fuch a delign being on foot ; 
and this is the more probable, £com the letters 
and inftrudions which, as we have already 
feen, Elizabeth fent to her wardens in the 
marches, and her putting the duke of Chatle«< 
heraut, the lord Herries, and the bifliop of 
Rofs, under a fort of an arreft, till Murray and ^ 
his friends had time to reach Scotland. 

Murray, to enfure his own fafety on his Artifice •£ 
journey, fent Sir Robert Mdvil to Rippon, '*""^' 
where Mary happened then to be, with a.iet-i 

ter. 
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^'^•**^ tcr, enforcing the propofal of the marriage be-* 
tween her and the duke of Norfolk. She re* 
ceived the meffage as if &e had known no- 
thing of the matter ; but faid> that whatever 
match for her was approved of by her parliamen t^ 
fiiould not be difpleafing to her. Murray far- 
ther urged^ that fhe ihould order a ceflation of 
arms between him and her party in Scotland :. 
jb that likewife ihe faid ihe would be direded 
by her parliament ; but fhe refufed to give any 
definitive anfwer till ihe was reflored and 
fet at liberty, Melvil, (of whom (he had a 
good opinion) at Izit^ perfuaded her to fend 
letters ta the duke of Chatleheraut^ and her 
other friends in Scotland^ to fufpend all hof- 
tilities, till farther orders againft the regent 
and his party; and it is thought that, it was 
owing to this artful management that they re-, 
turned in fafety tp. Scotland on the fecond of 
February. Qn the twentieth of the fame 
month, the duke of Chatlehcraut, the com- 
mendator of Kilwinningi and the lord Herries, 
arrived in Scodand likewife, and both parties 
prepared for hoftilities« But I ana now to at- 
tend Mary. 
ifary fent The difappearaucc of her enemies juil at the 
Tuuwy!^ time when her minifters o£fered to vindicate 
her innocence, and to prove their guilt, and 
their carrying oflF the filver-box with its cpn^ 
tents, was confidered not only by Mary, but 
by the impartial public, as a complete triumph 
. over 
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6Tcr all their eSaopts. The pafms were no ^-^-^S^ 
wore Bscntionckd, t^iiii if tlijey bad iitsver e4^«* 
ifted ;. and had ivot the f^rty titU'WZtdi 
thought proper to priot thiem, Suth hsid beea 
the caution of Elizabeth^ thjit poAmty could 
have had ooSya very hmt idi^a ^ tJ^eif coa^* 
tents, until the Cecil and other fiate-paper^ 
were publifhed. Mary, as nt^^h Yf^ £o jQm* 
guine^ that flte threw out her ile£aap^ ev4«i 
againft £Ii zabeth hetfelf ; at wihicK joi^edr .witll 
the interidspled I^tterjs,^ that je^ous prince^ 
vrsit £6 much ei^^crated^ tllett iht i^rdered $ir 
Fhincis Knolics t0 remove Mirt t# T^tbuvy^ 
a royal caftle in the keeping f>£. ti^ earl of 
Shrewrfisury, withnaJtl4elay» and^thoiit per- j 

initdng any peiiQn t^ \k ^f)a|L$^r> whoihpul4 
diifnade Sier* Mary was fenfibly mortified at 
this.CToei order; and now fiw^herfelf a pri^ 
fonerin the ft#i^ft fenfe pjF the word. She 
Was obUged to fijibmit ; and lc;ttef s were . diff 
patched to the iheiiSs, and Elizabeth's other 
officer3 in the north, to provide a piopef 
gttard of gentlemen to attend the yice^ham** 
ierlain, and the lord Scroop^ in coodud&ng 
Mary to Totbury* X perceive, that Elizabeth^ 
at the fame time,, wrote Mary a letter, a^c-* 
quainting her with her removal. This ;pefolii^ 
tion of £li£Eibe(^ hf^d been formed ever finee 
Odrobef pr«(^eding; and in a few days after U 
was es»cti4edv Cecil received a Iptter. fron) ^ 
fcigMt, fti^ifi^ tlj^e Mceffity ^ anakicig Murf 
Vol. VII. E e a clofo 
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A. D. 1569. 1 clofe prifonen By other letters from lord 
Dated Feb. HuiifdoDi he was informed, that the Harailtons, 
and the earl of Huntley, were inarms in Scot* 
land, and had taken pofleffion of Glafgow 
with a body of feven thoufand men, intend* 
ing to march forward, and to fight the re* 
gent. 

* As the reader may be naturally^ defirous to 
view Mary in her then fequcflered ftate of life, 
I am enabled to gratify his curiofity by an nn- 
Letter from cxccptionable witncfs, otiQ, of Cecil's friends, 
to Cecil, who baid her a vifit foon after her removal to 
Tutbury, and fent Cecil a very minute account 
of her perfda and manner of living. Wlutever 
. HerprfY3te Mary*s private fentirtients might have been, flic 
"*' heard the Englilh fcrvice; and White found 
her with a book of Engliih pfalms in her hand. 
She informed hint, that (he was very anxious 
to leara the Engli^ language ; that flie made 
ufe of^tranflations for that purpofej and that 
Mr. Vice-chamberlain was her fchoolmaften 
She feemed uncafy at her change of prifon, 
efpecially at fuch a fev^re feafon of the year^r 
but fubmitted to it, becaufe it was her good 
filler's pleafure. She faid, that when confined 
to her houfe, flie diverted herfelf with her 
needle, as (he. found fome amuiement.in the 
variety of colours fhe employed in her, work. 
She entered into a comparifon between fculp- 
ture, paintings and working with the needle ^ 
but gave the preference to painting. As to 
- her 
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her pcrfon. White fays that Ihe was a goodly a. 0,1569, 
pcrfonage, (not comparable, however, to Eli- 
zabeth) an alluring grace, a pretty Scottifh 
fpeech, and a fearching wit, clouded with 
mildnefs. He therefore thinks, that few 
Engliih fubje^ ought to have accefs to h^r 
perfon, there being fo much danger to Eliza- 
beth in her charms. He fays ha: hair was na» 
turally black; but that Mr. KnoUes told him 
ifae wore hair , of fuodry colours. Upon her 
doth of ftate was embroidered a French de- 
vice, fignifying, that " ^ In her end was her be- 
ginning/' Her two* chief domeftics were the 
Iwd Levingfton and his wife, both of them' 
proteftants ; and flie hs^d about her nine 
women mortf, fifty perfons in houfhold^ and 
ten horfes. She complained pf a pain in her 
left fide, which fhe called an^ld grief, and flie 
never went to bed till one in the moi;ping; 
but White early next day faw two halberd 
men without the caftle wall fearching under 
her bed-chamber wind<iw. ; 

. The failing of Mary (and, indeed, we a confpi. ' 
may fay the fame of her friends) was, that the cecu?" 
fmallcft glimpfe of hope foon recovered her 
from the greateft dejediop. Though, upon 
her removal to Tutbury caftle, (he thought it 
had been a machination of Cecil, that ihe 
jpight be privately put to death, yet flie reco- 

* Sn ma fin eft mon commencemeut^ 

E c ^ vercd 
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A. D; 1569. Y<fw} herfi&H from her coufternatioir) when 
ibe heard that a powerful confpiracy bad beea 
fidfm^ 9t the Snglifh court againft that ftatef-- 
likan. His^ enemies, the moft violent of whom 
Wft^ Sir Nicholas ThrogmortOD, thought that 
thfi uabcuaded fupplks with whicb Elizabeth 
f4imi&ed the H«igO0otS| eKceeded all the 
boonds of etroACtmy ; that the prOvocatiob flie 
gtV^ iO hi3 catholic Qiajefby, by d^taiaing the 
motley of his fubje<iUf was imp^itic; and 
a^ya all) that her treatment of Mary waft 
bvbardus and unjuftifiable. Not only the 
duke of Norfolk) but the marquis of Win* 
chefter, the earls of Arandel, Northumber* 
Und« Weftmorelandy Pembroke, and Lei* 
oefter, concurred with Throgmorton in thofe 
ientimentSy and had formed a plan for fending 
Cecil to the Tower. It was difcdvered by Lei- 
cefier^ the moll perfidious man aKve ; and the 
whole delign was critically defeated by £liaa<^ 
beth's interpofing, and ' declaring that ihe ne^^ 
ver would abandon her faithful fervant. 
Tetmipro. The difappoiutmcnt of this confederacy 
iStJ^^ did not at all affe£b the grand fcheme of Nor- 
folk's marriage with Mary, in which he and 
bis friends were fo fanguine, that they even 
talked of a marriage between the young king 
of Scotland and the duke of Norfolk's 
daughter, they being nearly of the fame age. 
The duke having no doubt that Murray was 
for the match, it was refolved that the bifhop 

of 



^ 
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•of Bx)i$ ftould ibund LeicefternpoQ th^fuli- A.Oiisfifi 
jc6L In doing this^ be mzde that noUeman a 
compliment^ ^^ Tlut if his iniftfe& marrying 
with an Engliih noUeman wa$ necefiary for 
the good of the two kingdoms^ he, (Ldceller) 
if he pleaied, might be the man." Leicefier's 
anfwer was, *^ That he would have nothing to 
do with fudi a marriage ; but that he would be 
fority if no other way coijld be found to ho 
rid of £0 dangerous a woman, and provided 
Elizabeth was pleafed with the match/' After 
fome confultation, the other Engliih nobk« 
men concerned^ declared themfelves to be of 
the ikme opinion ; and the marfiage betwete 
Mary and Norfolk was judged to be as good to 
concluded. It is but doing juilice to the me<- 
mory of thofe lords, when it is obferved, that 
no fadious confiderations or religious prepof- 
feiSons inflnenced them on this occa$on» as 
muft appear by the articles which thejr drew 
up for Mary to fign, to ferve as a foundation 
for an application to Elizabeth in favour of 
the match. ^ That the queen of Scots makes 
fuiEcient furety to the queen of England, and 
to the heirs of her body, for the title of the 
crown of England. That a perpetual league 
ofFenlive and defenfivQ be made betwixt them» 
their realms and fubjeds. That proteftantifot 
be efiabliiOied in Scotland. That her fubjedi 
of Scotland be reconciled to her, and accepted 
in as great favour as ever they were. Item, 

that 






previous to 

fiage with 
Norfollc. 
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that a renunciation be procured by the queco 
of Scots of a title which the duke of Anjou 
pretended to the croif\rn of England, by virtue 
of affignation made to him by the ^ucen of 
Scots, in hope of a marriage to be contraftcd 
betwixt them. Item, bccaufe it was feared 
that the queen of Scotland would marry with 
fomc foreign prince, whereby the. religion 
might be altered, and thc.ftate of both the 
realms might be endangered, that therefore . 
the queen of Scotland fhould accept forae no- 
bleman oi England in . marriage, fpecially the 
duke of Norfolk, who is firft of the nobility 
of the beft pallins: of that. realm, and moft fit . 
of all others ; and they doubted not the queen , 
of England would like well of the match witl^ 
him before all otljers/' 

None but a princefs fo tyrannically jealous a^ 
Elizabe^ was in all matters of government, 
could Have found fault with a fet of articles 
fo evidently calculated to what Ihe had always 
declared to be her own chief views, the hap- 
pinefs of both kingdoms, and the eftablifti-? 
ment of proteftantifm. The earls of Pembroke 
and Leicefter tranfmitted them to Mary, with 
a letter, in which they prom ifed that, upon 
her complying with them, they would do 
their utmoft to forward the marriage, and to 
her being declared prefumptive heir to the 
Engliih crown. Mary's anfwer was, that Ihe 
^ould not agre? to the propofal of a league 

pfFenQvQ 
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offehiive and dcfenfive between Enjgland and ^'^* "^ 
Scotland, without the French king's confent 
and participation, and without making hitrrj 
at leaft, an oflfer of his being included in the 
fame. That though, iipdn. her honour, flie 
never had made any fuch renunciation to the 
duke of Anjou*s* jprelenfions^ yet Ihe was 
willing, for their fatisfadion, to procure thle 
defired renunciation ; and that ihe had ^ no ob*^ 
jeAions to the marriage with the duke of Nor- 
folk, provided it might be effected with Eliza- 
beth's confent. Thus ftood Mary's concerns in 
England in the fpring of the year 15(59; and 
fo far were the filvcrrbox forgeries from, hurt- 
ing her in the cftimalion even of thofe whqi 
had perufed them, that it was thought all Eli? 
zabeth's power, great as it was, could hot fet 
ailde a marriage which was lb entirely agree- 
able to her great .nobility. But I am now to 
attend the affairs of Scotland. X'. 

I^jTo fooner was the regent returned to that Thcwfwt 
country, than he ^ITembled the lords of his ^^7^^ 
party, and his friends at Stirling. The meet- 
ing was very full ; and conlifted of the earls of 
Athol, Mar, Glencairn, Monteith, Buchan, 
John matter of Graham, William mailer of 
Marfhal, Andrew mafler of Errol, the com- 
piendators of Balmerinpch, Dryburgh, Cam- 
bulkenneth, Coldingham, Whitethorn, John 
lord Glamis, Alexander lord Saltoun, John 
lord Innermeath, Allan lord Cathcart, Andrew 

lord 
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A. p. 156$. lord Dchiltree, the fecretarTv the ilreafuwr^ l3l9 
comptroller, clerk of jn&ciaryv derjb ef cb» 
giiler, the advoate^ tho eoanBiffionefi fecos 
Edinburgh, Stivling^ Duadisf^ FccUes. 6la& 
gow, Cowpar, St, Ai)drew'8» Ferth^ and Hiii« 
dington, befidet the comn^ifficHMrf <«tha had 
returned from EngtiAd. The ehicl bufineft of 
this eonvontion wai to approve ef tk< pror 
ceedings of the eommiffiptMrs;, azid of Muf« 
ray^» f tilAg (oaxt fortes for the fiqpport of h^ 
ttxthorilTjr "^ ; bat matters ibon took a di^^^ent 
turtle The duke of Chatleherant arnved in 
Scodand. on the tiscFentieth of February; 8ind 
Mary, as if fiill poflei&d «ff her imthority^ had 
lent down Gommiflions Of il^itefitney to li||n, 
the earls of Argyle, Htintley, and o^ers ; bat 
SpotfWood fsrys, that he was made Mary's de*^ 
puty, perhaps he may only meam one of her 
fieutenant^. It is certain that upoo bis arrival 
he publiflied letters, prohibiting her fubje^ 
from acknowledging any other fovereign than 
the queen 5 and he fent a long letter to the af- 
fembly of the church then convened at Editi* 

* I (h^ not tife qiv readers withr a repgtition of the reasons 
why I think that the Memoirs under the name of Melvll could 
not haiFd beea written by thai: gentleman. I ihall thevefare rtt- 
fore refer him to the Cecil- papers, w)iere he will fee^ te a dc- 
monftratioh, that the whole of^his narrative of Murray ^s fecret 
traii{a6tioiU with Mary and/^i|fi^l at this time are fi£l:itiou». I 
have, it is true, page i54.of tEi$ voIuxq^ adnijtted the po0ibiiit]r 
of Murray's informing Cecil of the intended match between 
Mary and Norfolk ; but h is evident, from the befiHementloned 
papers, he did not tell them that he had entered into the-deepeft 
engagements with Norfolk to bring it about. 

burgh. 
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borgfa, intimating, '^ That he had left France^ A.D.15^ 
in order to ufe his bell endeavours for com* 
piofing the unhappy differences of his native 
country; and though by thefe he had greatly 
fufferedy yet did the dangers to which the kingr 
dom was then expofed, affect him moft. He 
ifould therefore wifli^ that a convention of the 
eftat^s would unanimoufly agree to fome rea^* 
fohable courfc for avenging the king's murder^ 
whcncd he fuppofed all thefe evils had pro* 
needed, which would be moft grate&il to him* 
felf, and the remanent nobility who efpoufed 
the queen's caufe. This overture did not arifc 
from the earl of Murray's proclamation; for 
as he was abroad when thefe troubles began, 
fo he trufted that bis own deferts, and thofe 
of his anceftors, would fufEcjently fcreen him 
from their effects. He therefore defired the 
brethren, in God's ''behalf, either to communi* 
cate his fentiments to the public, or to come 
and reafon with himfelf, whom he affured they 
ihould find moft willing to be ruled in all 
things, according to God's word and equity,'^ 

This unmanly appeal to an ecclefiafiical tri- h< tm^ 
bunal (if a meeting of felf-ordained preachers, ^ake oi 
far from being refpectable either by their birth nin, 
or learning, can be called fuch) was highly 
Jfiattering to their Vatfity; but was perfedly 
agreeable to the duke's "inconfiftent charaden 
Their Mfwer was, ^ that they would commu- 
nicate the letter to the tegent, ;in4 know hi9 

ypi.; VII. F f pleafiire^ 
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A. D. 1569. pleafurc, whether they ihould depute any of 
their number to treat with his grace." The 
regent approved of this propofal; and the fu- 
perintendants of Lothian and Fife, with a 
preacher, one Row, were fcnt to bring about 
a reconciliation between the duke and the re* 
gent. Thus far I have proceeiUed on the authority 
of archbifliop Spotfwood; nor does it mate- 
rially clafh with the accounts afterwards given 
us by Lefley and Camden : but all we can infer 
from it is, that each party was willing to have 
the aflfembly on its fide ; .for I am inclined to 
believe,, with the author of the manufcript 
made ufe of by Crawford, that other media- 
tors were likewife employcid; and that the 
duke was in a condition, at the time of his ar* 
rival, to treat with arms in his hands ^. Ac- 
cording to t^at writer, the regent, after his 
return, had recovered the caftles of DrafFen 
and Royfton, while the duke defpairing of be- 
ing fupported from England, and knowing 
tl^at a civil war was on the' point of breaking 
out in France, fent the archbifliop of St. An- 
drew's to treat of an accommodation with the 
regent, who agreed to meet the dukc*s friends 
at Glafgow on the thirteenth of March^f. 

• The manufcript made nfe. gf by Crawford, and which is 
faid to be contemporary with the tranfaftions it relates, receives 
great fan£lion from its agreement with the Cecil papers, which 
were not publifhed till the year 1740. 

t Archbifliop Spotfwood is certainly iniftaken in faymg, that 
by the labour of the fuperintendants, (of whom, if I raiftake 
not, his own father was one,) it was agreed, that the duke 

ihould 
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At this meeting, the regent demanded that a. 0.1569; 
the duke and his adherents fhould acknow- subfta^ce J 

of a con* 

ledge the king's authority, and behave to* Terence. 
wards him as faithful fubjefts. It was de- 
manded, on the other hand, by the duke and 
his party, " that upon t^eir acknowledging the 
king as afbrefaid, every noblertian fhould be 
admitted to his own place in council, ^s the 
t)orn counfellors of the realm, and as their 
predeceffors had been in the limes of former 
princes ; and that the regent fhould be fwom 
to behave himfelf uprightly and indiflFerently 
to them, without being influenced by the re- 
membrance of any paft tiift'crences ; that a gc- 
neral reflitution (hould be made to fuch as 
had ferved the q^ieen ; and that all their eflates, 
except thofe that had been Forfeited for the 
late king's murder, fhould be reftored to them ; 
that the queen's honour and advanccinent 
fhould be provided for in fuch a manner as 
not to be prejudicial to the king.*' The above 
articles being confented to by the regent, it 
was next agreed, that a general meeting of 
both parties fhould be held on the tenth of 
Augufl following; to which were to be in- 
vited the regent, the duke of Chatleheraut % 

(hould come to Glafgow, and fubmlt himfelf to the king's au- 
thority. 

* It does not clearly appear to me that the duke was prefent at 
this conference. Tlic paper ivhich contains it mentions only the 
earl of Cailils, the lord Herries, and the abbot of Kilwinning, 
ffho appeared in the duke*s name. 
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A. d; 1565. the earls pf Huntley, Argyle, Morton^ Mar, 
AthoL Glcncairn, and lord Henries, in order 
tp deliberate about the execution of the la(t 
inentioned article ; the regent promiiing, upoi^ 
his word of honour, that they may come 
iafely, without danger to them in their 
coming, remaining, or returning. In the 
mean while it wa3 agreed, that the duke of 
Chatleheraut, and the other noblemen, ihould 
make uo ufe of their commiffion^ of lieute- 
nancy that had been fent to them by the queen. 
The laft article of this conference, according to 
the copy of it publiihed in the Cecil papers^ 
which is ibmewhat different from that printed 
in Crawford's Memoirs, runs a^ follows: "'Be- 
caufe the forces may be prefently diffolved, 
whereby no injury be done by any fubjeds of 
the realm by way of deed^ and reafonable it is 
thatfecurity be oiade to my lord-regent for 
performing of their part of ' the articles afore* 
&id, he performing to them fo far thereof as 
concerns his part : therefore the duke*s. grace, 
the earl of Caffils, the lord Herries, fhall pre* 
fently enter fufficient pledges, to remain with 
my lord-regent, while their part of the fatd 
articles be performed, that is to' iay, one of 
the duke's fobs, the Oiid earl of Cailils, or his, 
brother, and thfi faid lord Herries, or hit 
aldeft fon f . 

t Th« copy prioted by Crawford fays, that the 1i^gtm pB«-. 
ini^tdtopeflbrxny upon his HOiK^vii^fo iara^voocerned faispart^ 

I can- 
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, I cannot take upon me to determine whether a« a m$^ 
f hofe articles were engrofled and fubfcribed by 
both pa^rties ; I am apt to think they were not» 
but that they were looked upon by the regent 
and his friends, to be binding upon the duk« 
and his friends. After the conference broke 
up, both parties agreed to pay their refpe6b to 
the young king at Stirling, where they were 
magn^cently entertained by the regent ^d 
his friends. Before they left Stirlingt the duke 
was called upon by the regent for his fiirety; 
but it was found upon enquiry, that the temui 
propofed in the conference were uniyerfally 
dxfappraved qf by Mary's friends, nor would 
either of the duke's fons truft himfelf as a 
pledge In the regent's hands. The archbiihop 
of St. Andrews, who | believe wa^ the great 
manager for the duke's party, and who bad a 
greater regard for the Hamilton family than 
his fovereign, voluntarily b£fered himfelf, and 
was accepted of as a furety ; but Gaffils and 
Herries were detained till they were relieved 
by the former's brother, and the latter's eldeft f 
fon^, who furrendered themfelves as pledges. 
It mufi: be ?icknowlcdged, that Murray at conduAof 

Mvxny, 
* BeSdes the improbabUity} irom the title of the paper, that 
the duke was prefent at the conference, I can fcarcely fee with 
what propriety a concluiive * agreement could be fi|;ned in tho 
abfence, and without the coi^nt, of thofe who were to be 
Atretics for the performance. I fliall not> however, dxfpute, that 
the complexioo of the meeting was fo amicablci that Murray 
might have reafoo, boon fide, to think, that the articles were 

firft 
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^D.1569. firft' proceeded as if he thought the preliminary 
agreement had been concluded. Returning to 
Edinburgh he difmifTed the prifoners he had 
taken at Langiide, thofe who were condemned 
as well as fhofe who had not been tried, upon 
their giving bail for their good behaviour, on- 
ly one of them (Hamilton of Bothwel-haugh) 
having made his efcape. He foon altere[d his 
condttft, when he' underftood that the earls of 
Argyll and Huntley difapproved of the articles, 
and refufed to be included in the agreement ; 
but h6 proceeded with his ufual intrepidity* 
He knew that thofe two noblemen had very 
different fcntiments as to public affairs, and 
that they would find it impracticable to join 
their forces. The battles of Corrichie afid Lang* 
fide had given him a thorough contempt for 
his enemies, both in the weft and the north; 
and he refolved tc proceed with the utmoft fc- 
▼erity againft Mary's friends. 
Who com- AH parties meeting according to agreement 
Mceof on the tenth of April, the regent produced a 
lieiant and papeFv Containing, as he faid^^ an acknowledg-^, 
B^rl?« to nidht of the king's authority, and afked the 
^!^' duke of Ghatleheraut, with a peremptory air, 
whether he and his friends were ready to fign 
it ? The duke, on his part, remonftrated, that 
he had done every thing according to the late 
agreement, and that it lay upon the regent to 
perform his part with regard to the articles 
that were to redound to the queen's honour 

and 
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and advancement He put the regent in mindf A«i>.i5% 
at the fame time, that he and his friends had 
come to the meeting unarmed and unfufpeding^ 
and that he had not only their perfons, but 
thofe of their hoftages, in their hands. The re- 
gent paid no regard to his reprefentations, but 
on the fixteenth of April fent the lord Her- 
ries^ who had demurred likewife as to the per* 
formance of the articles^ that very night a pri* 
foner to the caftle of Edinburgh^ and committed 
the duke to the fame prifon next day. When 
every circumftance is confidered, I cannot join 
with the violent friends of Mary in their in- 
vectives againft the regent on this occafion, 
though perhaps it was not ftridly juftifiable by 
the laws of honour. According to their pwa 
accounts, the firft article of the agreement was^ 
that the duke and Mary^s party fliould acknow- 
ledge the young king's authority. The regent 
required a teft of their fincerity in performing 
this preliminary, by fubfcribing the paper he 
produced ; and if they refufed it, they ' tain- 
ly gave him fome colour jfor afting .as he did; 
though perhaps a man of greater delicacy, and 
lefs aufterity, would have aded in a Ids excep- 
tionable manner. 

Whatever compliments have been paid to the Hisemeity 
regent as an lipright flatefman and a brave necromao- 
foldier, he was not without his failings in re- 
ligious matters. After committing the two 
lords, he refufed to protract the meeting, as 

they 
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A.o.15^ they had dcfired^ to the tenth of May, and 
went to Stirling. He there ordered four priefts 
to be hangedy but changed their puniihmene 
into their being chained to the market- crofi^ 
with their veftments, books, and chalices, 
where they were fcvcrely pelted by the popu* 
lace, and all their implementa burnt by the 
bands of the common hangman. He then pro* 
ceeded to St. Andrews, where he committed 
two deteftable murders (if we are to believe 
Che manufcript made u£e of by Crawford). The 
one was upon one Nickneven, whom he order* 
«d to be burnt for a witch or ibrcerefs ; and 
the other againft Wiltiam Stuart, then lord 
Lyon king at arms, who was hanged upon z 
charge of fome doubtful points of necromancy 
and witchcraft. This gentleman is faid to have 
been a determined friend to Mary, and to have. 
narrowly efcaped death upon his trial for a for* 
sner confpiracy againft Murray. While the re- 
i;ent nmamed at St. Andrews, he likewife or- 
dered Hubert, or French Paris, whom we have 
mtAoDKth io often mentioned, to be hanged. Leilcy, 



j^ and atl the contemporary writers of Mary's par- 
ty fay, that he died without impeaching Mary 
as being acceflary to her hufband's murdeSt. 
Murray, it is true, Cent up to London the con* 
feflion which be is (aid to have made at his 
• ^ ^ ,. dcadi ; but the authority of it has, I think, 
•nd dM In- been fufficiently difproved ; nor do I find that 
Murray, though he had an opportunity to do 

it. 
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it,* ever contradifted the faft, which was alledg- a,d. 15%. 
ed and publifhed by Lefley. But upon the 
whole, as I have already hinted, when the 
circiimftances under which the poor wretch 
then was are confidered, his confeifion ought 
to have no weight. 

The regent now thought it high time to re- ^'"Ik*"^ 
duce the earls of Argyle and Huntley, and he Submit to 
foon found the good effect of the vigorous 
meafures he had taken. The former perceiv- 
ing the blow which Mary's caufe had received . 
by the imprifonment of her friends, repaired 
to St. Andrew's, where he found no great dif- 
ficulty in being reconciled to the regent, upon 
his fwearing allegiance to the king. Huntley 
was far more obnoxious than Argyle, and his 
cafe more unfavourable. He had reduced the 
counties of Angus, Merns, Strathern, and the 
greatcft part of the north, to Mary's obedience, 
and had treated as rebels all who ventured to 
difputc her authority ; confcquently, they fuf- 
fered deeply in their effefts and eftates. Though 
Murray was refolute and undaunted, yet he 
confulted his friends how to proceed. Some 
of them were for burying all Huntley's paft 
offences in oblivion, for the fake of public tran- 
quillity ; but a middle way \{rzs refolved upon, 
which was to grant him a pardon, but to oblige 
his followers to make reafonable compenfation 
for the damages they had done. Thofe terms 
being intimated to Huntley, who now flood 

Vol. VII. G g by 
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A^-^5^' l>y bimfelf, he thought proper to fubmtt to the 
regelit, who took hofiages for his good behah 
'viour^ and that d the dans ; and march- 
ing northwards, he held jnftice courts at Aber*' 
deen» Elgin, and Inv^mefs ; and then he re- 
turned fouthwards, having reduced the north- 
em parts to a fiate of perfed tranquillity. 

The accounts of the regent^s amazing refolu^ 
pofed by tion and adivity ftruck Mary with confiema* 
*^' tion ; and the rather, as ihe thought herfdf up- 
on the eve of regaining her liberty. She fent 
the bifhop of Rofs, as her ambaflkdor^ to com- 
plain at the Engliih court of the regent's rigo- 
rous proceedings againft her friends and fub- 
jecb, and of the affiftance afforded him by Eli- 
sabeth. The latter continued f o profefs a high 
regard for the bifliop, and treated him with £6 
much refpe£):, that ihe and her minifters delur- 
cd him to put in writing the terms offered by 
Mary. 

Thefe were, That Mary never was to trouble 
the queen of England on the fubjed of the 
title to her two crowns ; that fiie was willing 
to ratify the treaty of i^dinburgfa, made in Ju- 
ly 1560; provided alw;ays, that failing Eliza- 
beth, and the heirs lawfully begotten of her 
body, Mary fliould have her right and title to 
the crowns of EnglStnd and Ireland, fully and 
wholly referved,- 

Second, That there be a new treaty of friend- 
fliip between the two queens and their realms, 
hy advice of the ellatesir 
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Third, That both thefe articles fliall be con- a. d. r5%. 
fioned by the oaths aiid {j^als of both princes, 
and by 2&s of pairiiainent } and if further a€a- 
ranee is required, the queen of Scots ihaU ob* 
tain the obligations of the kings of France and 
Spain, for her pun&ual obfervance of her part 
of the agreement. 

. Fourth, To gratify the queen of England, 
queen Mary fiiall pardon all her fubjefts who 
have offended her, provided they return to 
their obedience, own her as her fovereign, de« 
liver to her the prince her fon, furrender the 
fortrefles, reftore the jewels, and make refti* 
tution to her faithful fubje^ whom they have 
injured. 

Fifth, The murder of lord Darnky fiiaHbe 
forthwith puniihed upon the executors ofit^ 
according to the laws of the realm. 

Sixth, And becaufe the nobility dread tho 
return of the earl of Bothwell, a proce& of di^ 
vorce, fays the original, fliall forthwith te de« 
duced againfl: him, to remove all colour that 
might be pretended in time to corner ' 

Stventh, Th^ being agreed to, the queen 
of Scots &aii be fent into Scotland with a fifa 
and honourable convoy from queen EUocabeth, 
^nd there be reftored to her crown and gd^ 
vemment by a parliament, all former fiatutes 
(o the contrary being aboliflied 

Such were the terms that Lefley, by hk fo^ DeHbera- 
V^r(ign'ti order, propofed as the bafis of 1 ne* EngUA 

^ ^ ' ^» ^« council. 

. G g ^ gotiation 
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A.D,i569. gotiation for her freedom. By a paper publifli- 
ed in the Cecil coUeftion, faid to have been 
giyea in by Wood, it appears, that the debates 
in the council of England turned upon tho 
following points : Firft, That Mary might be 
reftorcd to liberty, upon her confirming the 
refignation ihe had made in Lochlevin. Second, 
That ihe nftight be joined in title with her fpn, 
but the executive power to ren^ain v^^ith the 
regent Third, That flie Ihould be reftored to 
the exercife and efajoyment of her royal digni-^ 
ty, under the following reftriftions : that Ma- 
ry ihould profefs ^the religion of the church of 
England: that' a council ihould be eftabliihed 
in Scotland, with the earl of Murray at its 
head, by whom Mary was to be direfted in all 
matters, until the prince ihould be eighteen 
years of age : that a full reftitution and pacifi- 
cation ihould be made in Scotland, and refli- 
tution to all but thofe concerned in Darnley's 
murder ; that no ilrangcrs, excepting known 
merchants, and neceffary fervants, be fuflPered 
\ to remain in Scotland ; and that the league be-i. 
tween France and Scotland^ as prejudicial to 
England, be cancelled, and a new one made 
between England and Scotland. To compafs 
this end, it was propofed, that the parties of 
the trejity ihould be the queen of England, 
the queen of Scotland, and the prince and 
ftates of Scotland ; that the breach of it ihall 
^e, by the Scotch parliament, declared to be 
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high treafon; that if queen Mary ihall break A*P«i5%* 
it, in the judgment of Elizabeth and the 
council of Scotland, ihe fhall forfeit all her 
rights and titles to her fon, who ihall be im- 
mediately acknowledged king. Laftly, the 
Scots were to give hoftages for the perfor- 
mance of the treaty to Elizabeth, until their 
prince was eighteen years of age. 

Though I have often hinted at the infcruta- EUzabetii 
ble charafters of Elizabeth and her minifter, ZH."'^^ 
yet I am inclined to believe, that the public JJ^ch^JJlth 
out-cry againft the injuftice done to Mary was ^"^ 
fuch, that they were, at this time, really feri- 
ous in their deliberations concerning her ; nor 
can I think that the above propofals were fa 
unreafojiable, or fo derogatory to her honour, 
^s might have been expected from the regent. 
In Ihbrt, the negotiation went fo far, that a 
reconciliation appeared on the point of taking 
place, when it fplit upon the fecret article of 
Norfolk's 'marriage with Mary. That noble- 
ipan now thought, that Elizabeth's confent tQ 
Mary's liberty was little more than a matter of 
form ; and he employed Cantrell, one of his 
domeftics, to found his friends in the north on 
the fubjecl. Thefe were the earls of Su'Sex, 
Northumberland, Weftmoreland, Cumberland^ 
and Derby. The earl of Suffex declared hin^-? 
felf againft the match ; the earl of Northum- 
l}erland had fome family-reafons to be cold in 
^hc affair j nor did it meet with great encout 

ragement 
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A. D. 1569. ragement from the other noblemen. It js cciv 
tain that Elizabeth was fully apprized of the 
whole aflfair; and both her behaviour and con- 
vcrfation proved, that flic never could be re- 
conciled to the match, though flie was not ig- 
norant of the duke and Mary's connections 
with her great fubj^ftS. In public, flie ufedi 
between jeft and earned, alluding to the duke's 
former expreffions, to bid him beware upon 

m 

what ** pillow he laid his head ;" and the man- 
ner in which fhe talked of the marriage, ftruck 
terror into the greateft and boldeft of her no^^ 
bility, 
}ixmf$ III the mean time, a correfpondence was ftill 
JScotI^. ^^P' ^P between the duke of Norfolk and the 
regent, who, while he was proceeding with 
the utmoft rigour againft Mary's friends in 
the north, fent the duke the ftrongcft affu- 
rances of his friendlhip, and of his cordial 
difpofition towards his match with Mary. 
This produced from the duke the letter which 
the reader will find in the notes ^, and never 

* Th^ copy of a letter from the duke of Norfolk to the carl 
erf" Murray^ by the lord Boyd. 
" My good lord, ' 

« I hare received yourcourtediis letter,' whereby I do not only 
perceive y<iu wett aflfefted" for the advaiicemexit of your common 
weal, and the uniting of this land 5 but alfo your lordlbip's 
good mind towards me ; which two points I cannot but note, to 
y<rar fpecial commendation, and my comfort : And as you ihal} 
prove me induftrious to aifift you with all my power in the one, 
fo fhall you not find me ungrateful in the otlier, but ready to re- 
qoiteyouto my utterraoft for your friendihip. fo frankly offered, 
The rather I (hall jaave occalion to employ myfelf for the juft re- 

war4 
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kas been feen by any Scotch hifiorian ; btit a^d^as^. 
Unanfwerably proves the fpuriotifncfs of Md- 



ward of your deferts, the fooner I (ball think myielf m natmr, 
friend fhip, and confcience, difcharged of my obligation. In the 
mean time, good nly lord, alTure yourfelf that you have not 
only purchafed a jkithfol friend^ but alfo natucal brother, who 
is not> nor will be, lefs carel^l of your weal and furety, thatt 
of his own honour and credit ; whereof I am fully perfuaded you 
doubt not, and therefore, in that point,'! need not to be o^^er 
tedious. But briefly to return to that you deiire to be fatisfied^ 
which is for my marriage with the queen your filler. Wherein 
I iHufl deal plainly with your lordfiiip, as my only friend, that I 
bave proceeded fo far thei*ein as I, with confcience, can neither 
revoke that that I have done ; nor never do mean, while I do 
live, to go back from this that is' done, nor with honour proceed 
further until fuch time as you there (hall remove all fuch tumb- 
ling blocks, as to be impeachments to our more apparent pro^ 
ceedings : which when by you it fliall be fimflied, upon my ho- 
nour, the refl: (hall follow to your contentment and comfort* 
Wherefore my very earneft requeft at this preient to you, b^ 
good lord, is, that you will proceed herein with fuch expeditioa, 
as though the enemies to this good purpoie (which will be no 
fmall number, againft the uniting of this land into one king* 
dom in time coming, and the m^ntenance of God's true reli- 
gbn) may not have opportunity, through delay given them, to 
hinder our pretended detcrmiBations i againft the whic}!, I am 
t>f opinion, there will be no pradtice by foreign princes omitted. 
This much, I hope^ will be fufHcient to refolve you of your de(ix« 
touching the marriage ; referring m^elf wholly for you? ample 
inlbru&ion and iatisfadtion in all points to my lord Boyd ^ wb» 
hath commifTion by the queen of Scotland^ your iifter, and adbfo 
by me, to refolve you of all doubts, whom I wi(h you to credit 
as myfelf. You (hail not want the furtherance in this enter- 
^rize of the moft pai't of the nol^emen of this realm, who(c 
faithful friendfliip in this caufe, and all other my a^lions, I havc» 
to.ray contentment, fufiiciently-^roved. 

** Thus being perfuaded that your lordihip's endeavour is fior 
the maintenance of God's glory, and the advancement of the 
commonweal of this Kland, I have adventui^d to impart way ie* 
cret determination, as to one whom.I make account to be f^ly 
alTured of; and unto whom I wi(k long life and pro(peraui 
health to his hearty deiire. So with my hearty commcndationsi 

I ceafe» 
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A.v.ish* vil's Memoirs. When the duke wrote this let* 
ter to the regent, Elizabeth . had, to appear- 
ance, fo high an opinion of Murray, that ftie 
had fent Middlemore to counfel and aflifl him 
in his affairs (though by that fhc might only 
mean that he fhould be a fpy upon his con- 
duft), and had thanked lord Hunfdon for the 
good offices he had done Murray againft 
• the borderers. That nothing may be wanting 
to convince the reader how uninformed our 
hiftorians, but above all the writer of Melvirs 
Memoirs, have been, with regard to the tranf- 
aAions of this period, I have, in the notes, 
inferted another letter ^ frdm Cecil to Drury, 

I ceafe, at this prefent^ for no further moleftations to your good 
lordfhip. 

From my houfe in London, the firft day of July, 
Yout faithful and moil aflured friend to his power.'* 
Poftfcript. 
I have heard you have been in the north parts of Scotland, 
and doubt not but you have fatisfied the requeft I made for the 
bifhop of Rofs, and have caufed his fervants be obeyed of bene- 
fices ; and what is left undone, I pray you efFe6^ually caufe it to 
be furthered. He hath the queen of England's letter direfled to 
you for that efFe6t ; but trufts that my requeft (hall make him be 
obeyed ere the other come to youi* hands, whereunto you ihall 
do me lingular pleafure.*' 
• " Sir, (ince my laft letter, whereby I fignified to you the 
. queen *s majefty*s dfifire to have fpoken with you, her majefty 
hath willed me to write to you in this fort following : That (he 
would gladly you ihould tarry no longer from repairing to Ber- 
wick, than neceHity ihall move you ; and that at your arrival 
thtie, you ihall give the earl of Murray to underftand by your 
dtfrn fpeech, or by writing, that the queen's majefty hath, o^ 
late, ^und it very iVange to hear it affirmed very plainly and 
credibly, that he (hould at his being here, and (ince his de- 
parture, by his fervant John Wood, motioi^ and earneftly la- 
bour 
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Drury, the marfiiid or gov^nor of Berwick, a. d. tsH* 
who was his creature and confident. In this 
letter the reader will fee, that Drury was or- 
dered to talk with Murray in the feverefi: t^rms 
upon his^ aqd his fecretary Wood\ having fa* 
voured the match with Norfolk without Eli- 
sabeth's knowledge or approbation. We may 
therefore, upon the whole, venture to fay, 
that Elizabeth bad received no certain intel* 
ligence of the marriage before this fummen 
But I am now to attend the afiairs of Scotland* 

Whatever good opinion Norfolk might be ]^^^ 
inclined to have of the regent, yet the fevere SwUai>4, 
proceedings of the latter againft Mary's frienda 
were highly complained of by the bifhop of 
Rpis ; and Elizabeth diflembling all knowledge 
of the match between Mary and Norfolk, ap- 
peared to be fo well difpofed towards Mary re* 

hour to compafs the marriage of the Scottifh queeu with the 
dukt of Norfolk 5 whereof neithei" he himfelf, nor any of hiv 
did ever notify the fame to her majefty. And bowfoevor h? 
ihall be induced to think hereof, her majefty willeth, that he . 
never fliall find her fo weak in this fo great a caufei as to fulfer 
this to proceed, being fo attempted wkbont her pmity. And i£ 
he have not been a firft beginner, nor labourer herein, her ma« 
jefty would dire£(1y know the truth, and his knowledge \n the 
fame. For ihe thiaketh n reafonable foi* hun to deal plainly 
with her majefty, coiliidering flie hath, in all hit caoie«, d$9i% 
fo favourably towards him. And if he (hall appear to her pia* 
jsfty not faulty herein^ be (ball hold himself afiured of tlie 
continuance of her favours, Tbe&, and a much kmgf r fptccl^y . 
with fome vehemency, her majcfty commanded me to advertifc 
mm 'f adding, that (he was aflured yoU would hereiR ikew your 
faithfalnefs to her maj^y. I perceive her wftty is a» nuich 
offended with the manner pf the compafling hereof, as with th« 
matter itiaf." 

Vol. VII. Hh covtJring 
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A. D. 156^. covering her liberty, that ihe agreed to fst^d i, 
letter to Murray by the lord Boyd (whom Mary 
was, at the fame time, difpatching into Scot- 
land to prevent Murray's perfecucion of hcf 
friends), propofing the terms of Maiy's delive- 
rance. The lord Boyd met with Murray at 
Elgin, and put Elizabeth's letter into his 
hand. It contained in fubilance, that Mary 
jpoifwood. " fliould either be abfolutely reftored to her 
i*oyal dignity, or be aflbciated in the go- 
vernment with her fon, and in all letters, and 
public acts, honoured with the title of a queen ; 
the adminiftration of affairs continuing in the 
regent's hands till the king fhould be feven- 
icttt yearJs of age ; or if nofie of thefe could be 
granted, that Ihe inight be permitted to rcttirn 
. unto, her country, and live a private life, hav» 

iftg honourable means appointed for her enter* 
tainment. The queen of Scots defired that 
judges fliould be appointed for cognifing the 
lawfulnefs of her marriage with Bothwell ; and 
if the fame was found contrafted againft the 
laws, it might be declared null, and flie made 
free to marry where flie^ pleafed," 
with letters It is Certain, that both Elizabeth and Mary's 
^'^cTnsand Ictters wcre delivered to the regent, before he 
Throgmor- jj^j jnadc hls great difcoveries of Norfolk's in- 
tended match. The lord Boyd, at the fame 
Spotfwood. time, delivered to the regent a letter from Sir 
Nicholas Throgmorton, who was the great 
agent on the part of the Engliflx nobility for 
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the match, acquainting him of its being con- ^''^ ^s^* 
dueled, and advifing him, as his friend, . to 
agree to it immediately and with a good gr^ce, 
left Mary and the duke fhould think that his 
confent was' extorted. He likewife advifed 
him to fend Maitland up to England, as being 
the only jlateiman he could truft for fettling 
the terms of His and his party's fccurity. . The 
conclufion of Throgmorton's letter is very re- 
markable, and ihews how fanguine' that great 
minifter was as. to the marriage : . " No man's 
Jrichdlhip (fayshe) will be more embraced thaa 
yours, no man's eftimation be greater, if you 
fliall conform yourfclf, and concur with y^ur ., 
friends in this : contrariwife, if you under- 
fiand, or ^become an adverfe party, you will 
be fo encumbered both from hence, from 
thence, and all other places, as no man can 
advife you what to do. Therefore God fend 
you to direft your courfe for . the beft," 

This letter to the regent was accompanied 
by one from Sir Nicholas to Maitland, de- 
firing him to make all the hafie he could to 
the court of England, he being the moft pro- 
per minifter that could be employed for open- 
ing the match to Elizabeth, .who was ftill ig- 
norant of the fame. He then intimates, that 
it was fo ftrongly fupported by , the earls of 
Arundel, Pembroke, Leicefter, Bedford, Shr^wf- 
bury, and the reft of the wifeft, nobleft, ableft, 
and mightieft noblemen of England, that it 

H h a wi€ 
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A, 0.1569. tiiFas held aflured Elitabeth would coofent (0 
ic for her own fecurity, and the happixie& of 
her people ; but that it ftill was to be under- 
Hood, nothing was to be done but by her con- 
fent. He then expatiated upon the danger^ as 
Elizabeth ihewed noinclinationfora hufband^of 
her next heir the queen of Scots marrying a fo- 
reign prince ; s^nd how eligible it was, that (he 
would make the duke of Norfolk, who was a 
popular Engliih nobleman> and a proteftantt 
her hufband ; and that if the young king of 
Scotland fhould live to be of age, that he might 
marry the duke's daughter* 
AMavett- The regent having read his letters, which 
cflatct* he received in June, appointed a convention of 
the efiates of Scotland to meet in July. In 
the mean while, he told lord Boyd, that if Ma* 
ry was in earneft for a divorce, (he might write 
to the king of Denmark to do juftice : upon 
Bothwell, which would fave her the trouble 
of a tedious procefa for a divorce in Scotland. 
Upon the meeting of the cftates at Perth,' it 
was no wonder if great debates arofe. £liza« 
beth had, again and again, promifed both in 
public and private, that if fhe found Mary to 
be guilty of her hufband's murder, Ihc never 
would confent to her being re-inftated in the 
royal dignity. Her confent therefore, at this 
time, to fuch a reftitution, was a manifeft evi« 
dence that Ihe did not believe her guilty ; or, 
|li Other words, that the filver-box papers were 

forged. 
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forged. The regent's party^s ititereft in the ^^♦^s^ 
afiembly^ was however fo great, that it was - 
refolved to fupport the infant king's authority, 
and confequently to reject the prOpofal for Ma^ 
ry's reftoration. The fecodd propo£il tiras re* 
jeded, as being dangerous and impracticable; 
and Murray was afraid of oppoling the third, 
which met with general approbation. Wc are 
told, however, that he fecretly did all in his 
power to render it abortive. Mary's requeft 
came next under deliberation; and to the 
amazement of all unprejudiced perfons, her 
divorce from Bothwell was oppofed by the ve- 
ry men who before had' been fo clamorous for ^ . . 
an eternal feparation between them. iUpon 
the whole, nothing decifive was done in this 
convention, and the regent was contented 
with fending an account of the debates to £Ii- 
ziabeth by his fecretary Wood, whom fhe 
received with great coldnefs, becaufe Iho 
was now fully convinced of Murray being con- 
cerned in the match, and that Wood was his 
agent. 

Elizabeth had now, by the bold refolute p„,c^;^ 
manner in which fhe declared herfelf againft fo^",''"' 
the match, firuck fo effedual a terror into n^u 
Leicefter, that either in a pretended or real fit 
of ficknefs, he made an ample difcovery to 
Elizabeth of all he knew of the matter, and of 
all the noblemen who had favoured it This 
difcovery pi^oduced the peremptory letter ient 

by 
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A. 0:1569. by Cecil to Drury, which wc have already 
feen ; and another to the fame purpofe was 
fent by Cecil to the lord Hunfdon, Elizabeth's 
kinfman. When he received it the regent was 
at Kelfc, eniployed in fupprefliiig outlaws and' 
fettling the borders. Upon his meeting with 
lord Hunfdon, and being taxed with his know- 
ledge of the marriage, he endeavoured to ex* 
cufe himfelf ; but owned he had told the duke 
of Norfolk, that if Mary was divorced from 
BothWell, or if he was executed, he would 
give . his confent for her • marriage with the 
duke. 
Maithni Notwithftanding what pafied between the 

J^Um^'^' regent and the lord Hunfdon, there is reafoA 
"^ * to believe, that the former more than fufpeft-j 
ed the difcoveries that had been made to £]i-> 
zabeth ; and thereby perceived himfelf to be 
on the brink of ruin by the lofs of her friend- 
Ihip. • He therefore agreed to give her an ample 
proof of his repentance by facrificing to her, 
his friend and intimate, Maitland. Crawford, 
fervant to Lenox, and the fame who had been 
examined by the commiffioners againft Mary, 
was employed upon this occafion ; becaufe 
the regent did not chufe, if he could poffibly 
avoid it, to appear openly againft a man who. 
was poffeffed of all his fecrets. - Upon a mcet^ 
ing of the countil, Crawford applied for im- 
mediate admittance into the room at Stifling, 
where ' he :dirQ.<aiy ^ccufed Maitland with 

being 
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hcing acceflary to Darnley's murder, and ^e&t* ^» ^' n^ 
ed that he might be ordered iato clofe c6iifine- 
ment. Maitland had for fome time before 
this fufpedled the regent not to be his friend^ 
and he behaved towards him with great &y- 
nefs ; but trufting to his own interefty he had 
been prevailed upon^ though with fome diffi- 
culty, to attend the council. Theboard feenfed 
to be aftonifhed at Crawford's charge; but 
Maitland himfelf behaved with great intrcpi- 
dity and prefence of mind, and demanded to 
be admitted to bail^. This was oppof(pd by 
the profecutor ; and with a feeming reluchinre 
On the part of Murray, he was^fent prifoncr, 
under a guard, to Edinburgh, Sir-Janaes Bal- 
four, the fame who had been governor of the 
CafUe of Edinburgh, and his brother were 
likewife committed to the caftle of Stirling. 

The regent made a grea;t merit with Eliza* BarbwHn 
beth of this vigorous proceeding; and there of Mary, 
is no room to doubt that he fent^her^an am- 
ple difcovery of all he knew relating:' to : the 
marriage. So many informations as Elizabeth 
now received, determinied her to proceed with 
more rigour (if not barbarity) than ever to- 
wards Mary. She fufpefted the earl of Shrewf- 
bury, her head keeper, as being too favourable 

* I have iiiferted into th^ nacrative of* this tranfaftionfome. 
part of. the account given oJF it by the author of MelviPs Me- 
moirs, becaufe it is not inconiiftent.with Crawford*s MSS. n'bich 
I Jook upon to be a much better authority* 

to 
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A.ai56f, toiler caijfcjand Ibe knew, the conneftioa 
th^re wa« between the duke of Norfolk and 
the lord Scroop^ She therefore joined the earl 
ipf Hu&tiHgdon^ whom Mary confidered as her 
xooft determined enemy in England, in com* 
joiijiotf vith the earl of Shre wfbury, oil pre- 
tence of ,tha latter^s ill ftate of health, to take^ 
the cuftody of Majry. In the letter Ihe writ|K^\ 
to the earl of Huntingdon, flie makes a kind or 
an apology for ordering him to take charge of 
Mary in another perfon's houfe; but d.efire« 
him to carry with, him folne of his moft tnjfty 
fervants, becaufe ihe apprehended an attempt 
V^ould be made for Mary's efcape. «« We 
would have. you. alfo, (continues her letter)^ ' V 
after conference with our faid co^iin pf Shrew|i«?^ 
bury, to dcvife how the number of the queen 
of Scots train might be diminifiied^ and re- 
duced only to thirty perfons of all forts, as 
was ocdexe^, but, as we perc^vq, too much 
enlarged of late time. You IhaU alio ^.jointly ' 

with the earl of Shrewfcury, give order, that 
no fuck common refort be to the queen, as 
hath been ; nor that flie have fuch liberty to 
fend pofis as ihe hath done, to the great bur- 
den of our poor fubje^s : and if fhe fhali 
have any fpecial caufe to fend us, then you 
Ihall fo permit her fervant with the warrant of 
your hand; and none to come otherwife." 
The clofe of her letter is as follows : •' After 
we had confidered of fome part of the pre- 

mifes. 
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mifes, wc thought, in this fort, to alter part ^^^' '5^* 
thereof. We will that no perfon ihall be fU^ 
fered to come from the queen of Scots with 
any meflage or letter j but if flie will write to 
us, you ihall offer to fend the fame by one of 
yours. And fo we will you to do; for our 
meaning is, that for a feafon {he Jhall neither 
* fend, nor receive any meflage- or letters with- 
out our knowledge." . * 

Thus Mary, while llie was flattering herfelf whore- 
with the hopes of imtntdiate deliverance from top",***^ 
her prifon, was treated as the vileft of felf'^con- 
demned crimin^hk She had bisen -often heaVd 
to mentipn; theeapl of . Huntington^s nathe 
with horror, on account of his connexions 
with the Grey faindy ; and flie more than once 
expreffed her ap^rehenfions, that flie had been 
removed to Tutbury, which was inhis'ncigh- 
bourhood, tha€ he might have an opportunity 
to take away her life. When he arrived at 
Tutbury, the earl of Shrewfbury could not 
conceal his indignation at ' having him ^ ap- 
pointed for his coadjutor. Huntington ex* 
preffed his uneaiinefs on that account in a let- 
ter to Cecil ; and plainly charged the earl of / 
Shrewfbury with Favouring Mary too much, 
and with being too remifs in the exercife of 
his office as a jailer. The truth is, while Mary 
was at Tutbury, fhe had held an uninterrupted 
correfpondence with the duke of Norfolk, by 
the agency of his fervant Liggons, and one 

Vol, VII. I i Cavendilh, 
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A. 0.156^ Cavendiih, who had been recommended to 
her by the earl of Leicefter. This had c6m(; 
to Elizabeth's ears^ probably by Leicefter'§ 
pwn information. The twQ noblemen weri; 
prdered by Elizabeth to make ftrid fearch for 
the letter, which had been written to her by 
the earls ^ of Pembroke and Leicefier, and 
which was in the latter's hand-writing, toge:^ 
ther with all the other papers relating to het 
marriage. They accordingly, with a beha- 
viour equally unmanly as unmannerly, rum- 
maged all Mary's cabinets and coffers, but to 
po purpofe ; for her intelligence was fo goods 
that Ihe had deftroyed all the papers they 
wanted. 
Biisaieth*! Before Elizabeth received from Murray th? 
toctryl^"* packet, which contained all he knew concern- 
ing the marriage, ihe had repented of the pro- 
pofal which ihe had fent him^ and which had 
been adopted by the Scotch parliament; for 
ihe (Kfpatched her kinfman, Henry Gary, to 
Scotland, with a new fet of ,very extraordi- 
nary inftruftions, and which were calculated 
for either keeping Mary a perpetual prifoner, 
or for putting into Elizabeth's hands the chief 
of the Scotch nobility, on the ridiculous pre- 
text of their being detained in England as 
hoftages for Mary's fafety in Scotland. ,Cary 
was ordered to acquaint the regent that his 
miftrefs could no longer avoid coming to a jB- 
nal refolution with regard to Mary. Her de- 

mands. 
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iaands, therefore, were as follow: ^ Fifft, That a,d;is69v 
three earls and three lords of parliament fliould 
be givi^n a^s hoftages that Mary Ihould live 
her natural life, without any finifter means to 
ftorten the fame. The earls and the lords 
Were to be felefted from the following lift: 
the earls of Angus, the earl of Crawford, the 
earl of Mar, the earl of CafElfi, the earl of 
Buchan, and the earl of Monteith ; and for 
the barons and lords of parliament, it were 
meet that fome of thefe were, the lord Hume, 
the lord Lindfay of Byrris, the lord Ruth- 
ven, the lord OUphant, the lord Glamis, the 
lord Grey, the lord Ogilvie, the lord Semple, 
the lord Innermeth, the lord Stuart of Ochil- 
tree, and the lord Maxwell. In cafe an earl 
cTould not be had, two lords of parliament, or 
two heirs apparent of earls, were to fupply his 
place. Secondly, That thefe hoftages remain 
in England upon the charges of the crowii of 
Scotland, and that Mary ihould enjoy the 
eftate granted her by that parliament. Thirdly, 
That the regent ihould, laying afide all pre- 
tence of fending any perfon to treat with her 
(Elizabeth), inftantly fend an anfwer under his 
hand and feal, and thofe of his friends, to her 
demands ; and likewife a full account of all he 
knew concerning Norfolk's marriage/' 

The regent found himfelf now befet with fo Variance 
many difficulties, not knowing upon what rcgrnVJnd* 
tieirms he ftood with Elizabeth, that he became ^'^"^^ 

I i ? (ufpicious, 
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▲•D«S56^ Ajfpiaous, difiruftfuly and (what he was vx^t 

i^^^^S!^^^^^^^^y^~^ The facrifice 

^i ^yiitiMUg of Maitland, who had been the main adTiftf 

//fw^^yoi the propofed marriage, Tie thought would 
be an atonement for him with Elizabeth ; but 
he found fome difficulty in bringing him and 
Balfour to the blocks on account of Kirkaldy, 
who was in pofleffioo of Ediqburgh caftle^ and 
J^aitland's declared friend. The baron of 
Down,, to whoQi he had opetied his intention 
of difplacing Kirkaldy, put the latter upon 
his guard. It was fome time before Kiikr- 
aldy would gi^e credit to Down's information, 
becaufe the regent folemnly protefted that he 
had no hand in the commitment of MaitlaH^l ; 
and that if Kirkaldy would fufpend his judge- 
ment, he would foon be undeceived. Thofc 
aflurances did not fatisfy Kirkaldy, efpecially 
after a procefs was ifiued but againft the two 
prifoners for trying them capitally. At firft 
Kirkaldy infifted upon the earl of Morton and 
Mr. Archibald Douglas being tried like wife. 
Failing in this demand, he and lord Herries 
openly accufed Morton and Douglas of being 
art and part in the late king's death; and to 
prove thf charge, Herries offered to fight Mor- 
ton, and Kirkaldy, Douglas. The regent ftilj 
wanted 16 pacify matters with a view of get- 
ting Kirkaldy into his hands, likewife, fo as to 
cut him off either by law or violence. Kirk- 
^Idy was on his guard ; and inftead of paying 
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MaitlaUd a friendly Vifit, as the regent and A.tj.i5«f, 
Morton hoped, he marched at the head of a 
flroQg detachment of his garrifon, and ref- 
cned Maitland from his prifon *. Both Craw* 
ford and the writer of MelviPs Memoirs 
ggree, that Morton hired four ruffians to mur- 
der J^irkaldy if he had Entered Edintairgh un- 
attended. 

Thus Grange had the cuftody of Mary^s piffimou- 
tbri^e capital friends, the dpke of Chatlche- Icgcnu ' ^ 
raut, the lord Herries, and Maitland. The . 
high Qpinion which the public had (and with 
great juftice) of Kirkaldy's courage, fpirit, 
and hancfty, and the great fervices he had 
peiformed to the regent and his party, joined 
to the univerfal deference that was paid to 
Maitland's accomplifliments as a fcholar and 
a fiatefman, ]>egan to cool the afFedions of 
many who had joined him, and particularly the 
lord Hume, who was Morton's declared enemy. 
The regent, though he was incapable of fear, 
was fufccptible of flattery, and eafily refigned 
himffilf to the guidance and opinions of others. 
Morton had all the ill, without any of the 
good, qualities of the regent. He was cove- 

• Spotfwood fays, that Kirkaldy counterfeked the regent^ 
hand in a wairant which he ihewed to the keeper, who imme- 
diately delivered up his prifoner to Kirkaldy. Though it is not 
very material to our hiftory whether Maitland was delivered by 
force or fraud, yet it is eafy to perceive in the archbifhop a par- 
tiality ; probably ariiing from family obligations and conuec* 
tions with the regent. ^ 

tOUS| 
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A.D.I569* tbus, dofCy defigning, ambitious, and vin<r 
didtivcy to the laft degree ; and having got a 
complete afccndency over the regent, he per- 
faaded him to diffemble till a proper opportu- 
nity ihould prefeht itfelf of ftriking the blow 
he intended. He carried his diifimulatioa to 
fuch excefs, that, if we are to believe the wri- 
ter of MelviFs Memoirs, he paid Maitland 
and Kirkaldy a vlfit in the caftle, Be that as 
it will, it is certain that they kad an interview 
together ; but the regent's manner was fo un- 
like that open, manly, behaviour which had 
always diftinguiflied him, that it was eafy for 
the penetrating M^aitland to perceive the re- 
ftraint he was under, and that al| was the re- 
fult of Morton's counfels. But it i$ now time 
to return to England. 
Mirr^tbi- Eliaabeth had received Wood, who was a 
SeTke^^f low-bred man, with fo much difdain, that Pit. 
STAi'no. ^?^i™ abbot of Dumfermling, a man of greater 
sMQcatho- confid^ration, was fent to fupply his place. 
While Pitcairn refid^d in England, the affair 
I of the marriage took an unfavourable turn, 

i which I ftiall relate without regard to our 

I former hiftorians, either Scotch or Englifh, be- 

caufe the ftate-papers of the time fupply me 
with ample materials. 

The duke of ;^orfolk continued to pay his 
j court affiduoufly to Elizabeth, till he found 

I by her repeating the f autipn that he fliould take 

I care upon what pillow he relied his head, and 
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an unufual fcverity in her behaviour, that he was ^« ^' '5«$* 
to exped the worft if he fhould perfift in the 
purpofe of his marriage. Not knowing how 
to behave, he applied for advice to th^ earl of 
Pembroke, and the reft of his friends in Lon- 
don ; but they, like himfelf, had been treated 
with fo much coldnefs by Elizabeth and her 
xninifters, that each had retired to his country 
feat, as the duke himfelf did to Andover, t9 
avoid the impending ftorm. It was about this 
time that Elizabeth had not only all her fuf- 
picions confirmed, concerning the match, by 
the regent's information, but had received un- 
doubted intelligence that it had been approved 
pi by the kings of France and Spain, Mary 
liaving fent credentials for that purpofe by 
one Borthwick, to her embaflador the arch- 
biihop of Glafgow. All this ferved only to 
exafperate Elizabeth the more ; and fhe fent 
Henry Skipwith, one of her moft trufty 
agents, with orders for the earls of Shrewf- 
bury and Huntington, and the vifcount He- 
reford, to provide a body of troops for op- 
pofing any attempts that might be made to 
refcue Mary. She had more reafon for this 
precaution than perhaps fhe was aware of. 
While Mary was at Wingfield, the earls of 
Northumberland and Weftmoreland had been 
tampered with by one Rudolphi, a Florentine 
merchant, reiiding for fome time in England, 
and was now the fccret agent of the pope, and 

the 
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A. D. 1569. the Roman catholic powers, who had given 
him credit for large fums to be employed in 
Mary's fervice. Her other agents in the north 
were bufy at the fame time, and met with 
great fuccefs, till a plan of rebellion was con- 
certed between them and the two earls; In 
the mean time, Leonard Dacres, fon to a no- 
bleman of that name, brought to Mary, while 
ihe was at Wingfield, a map of England, to 
ihew how pradticable it was for him to refcue 
and carry her to the north. Mary was fo ge- 
nerous as to refufe to confent to the refcue, 
unlels it was approved oi by the duke of Nor- 
folk, who difluaded her from it, on accoimt 
of fome perfonal differences he had with 
Dacres* The duke, at the fame time, would 
have willingly perfuaded her not to truft the 
earl of Northumberland, becaufe he fufpeded 
that that nobleman had fome views of match- 
ing Mary either into his own family, or with 
a foreign prince. 
Northumberland appeared now to be keen 

ttbdiioa. for the marriage; and offered, if ihe would 
advance him thirty thoufand crowns, to carry 
Mary into the north, where, even if Elizabeth 
fhould oppofe the marriage, it might be con- 
£ammated upon honourable terms. The duke 
was fo tender of offending Elizabeth, that he 
rejeded this proppfal likewife j at which Mary- 
was fo much offended, that ihe fent Biihop, 
and other trufty agents, to treat with the two 

northern 
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ftonhcim eark unknown to Norfc^ikt who ik^ A*v.ti6^ 

laid bad precluded her from the means of 
efcaping when ihe mi^hi; have 4one it^ and ilill 
refiifed to be afiifting in h<r deliverance. We 
Rre in the dark as to the meaDi which Mary . 
found oDt for caitying op fo many intrigues^ 
flotwithftanding the ftvere orders that had 
lyen given to her two jailers ; bat it is certain 
that Elizabeth had but a Very imperfeA know* 
ledge of the particulars, though Cbe fufpe&ed 
more, perhaps, than the truth. By the intdli* 
Ipenoe file received from lord Wentworth it ap* 
pearedy that the duke of Norfolk, while he 
was in the country, kept ctmipany with few 
or none but profeft papifia, though he waa 
himfelf a decbred proteftant The duke ia 
likewife accufed, by contemporary writers, of 
the incautious manner in which he lived in the 
country, and his a&ding too much popula- 
rity, as if he meant to fet Elizabeth at defiance; 
I am inclined to bdieve that a great de^il of 
this is true ; but indeed the duke had neither 
fpirit nor refolutton to fupport the part he had 
undertaken. He had always decjs^red, even to 
his moft intimate friends, that he never would 
mairy the queen of Scots without Elizabeth's 
coofent ; while, at the fame time, he trembled to 
think that a civil war was now almoft unavoid- 
abie^ through Mary's intrigues in the north ; 
but he ftill , confoled himfelf that he had^ as 
Vol. VIL Kk yet. 
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A. D. 1569. yet) committed no overt' ad of treafon agaitiift 

Elizabeth. 
Norfolk It After many conflids in his oi^n niind, he 
to'^urt,* had refolved to throw himfelf at Elizabeth'^ 
friendi*»rc fcet, when Mr. Fitzgerald (or, as he is called 
confined, jj^ ^1^^ difpatches of that time, Mr. Garret) 

brought him a letter from Elizabeth, ordering 
him to repair to her at Windfor. This pe- 
remptory meiTage, which was delivered on the 
Iwenty-firft of September, ftaggered his rcfo- 
lution, and he pretended to be ill of a fever 
and ague ; but promifed to attend the court in 
four days* It appears, in the' mean while, he 
had received from Cecil a ifevere reprimand, 
on account of the company he kept; and had 
been informed that Murray had difcovered all 
]^ knew concerning the marriage. This added 
to his terror ; and inftead of repairing, as he 
had protnifed, to Windfor, he went to Ken- 
ninghale, one of his country feats ; upon 
which Elizabeth fent him a fharp letter, com- 
manding him, upon his allegiance, without 
pleading any manner of excufe, to repair to 
her courts She fent the like fummons to the 
earl of Arundel and lord Lumley, two of Nor- 
folk's moft intimate friends, and ordered both 
•of them to be confined to their hou&s. Eli- 
zabeth then proceeded, though with great cau- 
tion, for fear of rendering the duke defpe- 
rate, as if flie had been on the eve of a rebel- 
lion. 



O.F, SCOTLAND. itsr 

lion. A, letter was direded by the council. to A.D.i56g, 
feveral counties, acquainting the people and 
the juftices that no harm was meant to the 
duke of Norfolk ; that he was ordered only to 
;ittend the court, becaufe the queen difapproved 
of the propofed marriage ; and that Ihe knew 
pothing of him inconfiftent with the cha«. 
rafter of an honourable perfon, and a loyal 
fubjeft. Along with this proclamation, orders 
were difpatched by Elizabeth to lord Went- 
worth, that he fiiould fend the duke of. Nor? 
folk even in a litter, whatever his ftate of 
health might, be ; while Cecil, to render him 
^efs Ihy, privatfely informed him, by writing, 
that Elizabeth intended to infliA upon him no 
greater cenfure than that of 'CQnfining him, as 
flie had the two other lords, to his own houfe. 
Both of them, in the mean time, were exr 
amined, as was the earl of Pembroke ; and in 
their anfwers all of them agreed, that they ne- 
ver meant to profecute the aflFair pf the qiar- 
riage farther than as they found it agreeable 
to Elizabeth's good pleafure. During th? 
courfe of this examination, however, it came 
out, that the lord Lumley had been in com*- 
pany with Mary's and. the Spanifli cmbaffa- 
dors; for which he was fcnt prifoner to the 
Tower. Some frefti advices which Elizabeth 
received from the regent, determined her 
±o order Fitzgerald to arreft the duke of 
Norfolk, who was fet out for Windfor, at Ux- 
._ . K k 2 bridge, 
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l^Pf«%* bridge and to carry him to a gantlemati'i 
houfe at 9iirDha«. The dvk^ bad fo Ikil^ 
Sdda of his fituatiojft) that he had already fent 
to befpeak I|is lodgings at coht t ; and th^ug^ 
he had forty . horfemen m his company, h^ 
(ftiietly fubmitted to thd arrtft, though Fit^^ 
gerald was not attended by afbove &si or {tvtA 
perfoni. 
Tkt doke / While the duke remained at Bm*nham> Bit 
Ind^A \aA HcATy Nevil was appointed to take charge of 
^witod, j^jj perfon, without fuffering him to converfe 
with any one, axkl hiar principal fervants^ werd 
drrefted likewifei Some unfavourable circum-^ 
fiances appearing in the duke's esaminatioa^ 
Sir Henry Nevil and Sir Francis Knolles Wer6 
ordered to carry lum a clofe priibner to tha 
Toiler of London* Elizabeth's indignatioa 
next fell upon Sir Nicholas ThrogmortoS) 
who underwent^ on the tenth of Oftober^ an 
examination before the lord-keeper^ Sir Ralph 
Sadler, and Sir Waker Mildmay, Throgmoi*^ 
ton prevaricated in his exafpination, if the let^ 
lers afcribed to him by archbiihop SpotfMrood 
are genuine ; for he fays, that he wrote fto* 
thing to Murray e^prefly concerning the mat- 
ter of the marriage* It is almoft incredible 
with what affiduity and diligence Elizabeth 
and her minifters continued their examinati- 
ons of all that were concerned in this affair 4 
and if they were colleded^ they WO^ld amount 
to a large volume, 

The 
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The pubKc cl England were tbrowtf iato Ai^i^s^^ 
tht iitmoft cokifterflatian at the £sten trea^ f^^''^ 
ment t)f tlte duke of Korfolk^ and (fhe tinnfait ^^ ^'■P^^'^t 
meaiks that had been emplcyyecE to emtfap hiith 
Mary's agents i» the nofth of Engkiid had 
been fo fbccefifVil, that her friendft' there wei^e 
ripe £6r a revolt, and adhully appeafed iil 
arms in fmadl partiedi The Gkrl of Sufies, wh4 
continned tord-prefidtnt, kept a caar^ftd eyt 
over the infuf gents ; and about the beginning . . 
of Odsober he had drawn together i body c^ 
men; but he difmifled them^ as nb violence 
had been offered About the middle of th% 
fame months tfte lord Willdtagfaby difeovered 
that a number of people ivere iil araw at a 
place called Kirbymore^fide ; upon wbicb^ th« 
earl of Sv&k received frefh orders ta alTem;- 
ble his forces, akid to watrh the motions of the 
earls of Northumbedaild and Wefttaorelandji 
who were, at this time,^ aftnally in treatjr 
with the duke of Alva^ the Spknifh genefal in 
the Low Countries* Large fums had gone 
through this duke^s hands for the ufe o£ 
Mary's friemte in England ahd Scothnd ; and 
he had agreed to throw oyer a body of men 
into England^ as foon as it was known that 
Mary's friends were in arms i!n the north. 

The earls of Northumberland and Weft- where an 

actual rc- 

moreland feem to have been very weak men, beiuon 
and fo much und^r the power of priefts as not 
to regard their paoft fblemn proteftationAi 

When 
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4»9>i|^ Therdidsy before tUm manifefto vas pttltM 
li&ed, had invited the exrl of D^erby and thM 
lord Monteagk to join titifem ; luit they feiU 
their letters to Elizabetiiy vfho erd^rcd tranf* 
cripts of the manifefio tp ht £^nt to the duke 
of Norfolk, and the other fvoUemcn mentioned 
in it. AH o£ thrai furged them&l^es in the 
mo& fidemn manner of haying any oMcern 
with tbe rebels. Elizabeth then applied her- 
felf to the IWp^fflon of tba rebellioQ, ia a 
manner "which ^ves ns a high opinion of her 
gonios. * She pitched upon the earl of Suffex 
to be her geaerd, though flie kne#^ that he 
iecredy favoured Mary's caufe ; and fhe ient a 

crnwn appeitainethy dangeroufly aiid uncertainly dq>ending, by 
reafon df many titles and interefts pretended to the bme : the 
M'hich godly, good, and honourable meaning of the faid nobi- 
lity, hath ^een fought, by all manner of means, to be prevented^ 
by certain common enemies of this reajm about the queen*d 
perfoB i by whofe (inifter and deteftable counfel and pra6lice^ 
well known to us, and to the reft of the nobility, their lives and 
liberties are now endangered ; and daily devices made to appre- 
liend our bodies, the true remain of their virtuous counfel and 
intent j tlie which their unjuft and ambitious policies and prac- 
tices can, by no fubmiflion on our parts, be avoided, but only 
by the fword : 

. ** We have, therefore, of jufl; and faithful meaning to the 
queen's naajefty, her commonwealth, and the true fucceflbrs of 
the fame, alTembled ouifelves to reiiil force by force ; wherein 
we conunit ourfelves (feeing no intercefllon will help) to the eX" 
ceeding mercy and goodnefs of God, and to all tme favourers of 
this realm of England ; refolved in ourielves, in this fp juft anc) 
godly enterprize, wholly to adventure lives, lands, and goods : 
whereunto we heartily crave the true aid aiid alliilance of all 
faithful favoiirers of the quietnei$ of the commonweakh, and 
the ancient nobility Qf the fame* God fave the queen and the 
nobility." 

letter 
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Wtter to the carl of Cumberland, whom the A.D.i56f 
Infurgents looked upon to be their friend, or- 
dering him to join Suffex. Though Sir Henry ' , 
Piercy was a papift, and brother to the earl of 
Northumberland, ihe diftingnifiled 4iim with 
the moft entire confidence, and promifed, not« 
withftanding his brother's rebellion, to conti^ 
liue him in the eftate and honours of his fa-' 
inily. Her chief dependence, however, wa$ 
upon h^r kinfman^ the lord IJunfdon, oit 
ivhom Ihe bellowed the goveriiilient of New* 
caftle, he being before governor of Berwick^ 
together with ample powers to a6t in what 
manner he thought proper for her fervice, 
. The earl of Suffex appeared extremely tiii- ^^ p"^''^" 
eafy under his new. conimiffion. He informed 
Elizabeth^ by a letter, that the two rebel lords 
had taken arms only on a religious account ; 
that they were eafily reclaimable to their 
duty ; and that he was apprehenfive the coun- 
try would not ftand by him, if he fhould pro- 
ceed to extremities. In fhort, he hinted that 
it would be proper to offer a pardon to the 
carls and their abettors. His letters gave Eli-* 
eabeih great umbrage ; but flie was fo faf 
from being terrified, that they encreafed her 
refolution t4> bring the delinquents to punilh- 
ment. She ordered Snffex to publifli to all 
the world that the rebels intended to bring a 
foreign power to invade aftd conqtier Eng- 
land. She. reprimanded him feverely for his 
Vol. VIL LI apprc- 
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A. D. 1569. apprehenfionsy and ordered him to fectirtf 
thofe whom he fa(pe£tedy and even to make* 
examples of fome, if needful. As to a par-^ 
donV Elizabeth refufed to grant any to the* 
heads of the rebellion ; but ioftpowered SufleSa 
to offer one to the meaner fort, provided they 
v^ould hy down their arms, and fue for mercy/ 
She i^ommanded him to collect together all his 
force, and to rendezvoufe his men within 
twelve miles of Braniby, by the twenty-firft 
of November; and if he fhould not then 
think himfelf ftrong enough, to anmfe the re- 
bels with propofitions,' till he cofild be joined 
by the lord Hunfdon, and the forces of the 
counties of Lincoln, Nottingham, Derby, 
Stafford, Lancafliire, and Chefliire. Elizabeth^ 
in the mean while, though ihe had too much 
magnanimity to fecm to diftruft the earl of 
SufTex, fent down Sir Ralph Sadler^ on pre- 
tence of aflifting him with his great expe- 
rience; but, in reality, to be a check uponr 
him, and to take care of the army's payment 
She, at the fame time, appointed the earl of 
Warwick and the lord-admiral Xo be lieute- 
nant-generals of her army ; and ordered ten 
thoufand foot and about fifteen hundred horfei 
to be raifed in the fouthern counties. Though 
the earls of Shrewfbury and Huntington of- 
fered her their fervices, and would have been 
highly, ufeful to her in the field, yet fiie con- 
tinued them her trullees for the fafety of Mary's 

* 

perfonj 
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perfon ; for after thanking them for their good ^-^^ H^ 
will, ihe charged them to look well after the 
perfon of her, "whom the world beholdeth to 
be the principal hidden caufe of thefe troubles.*' 

The two earls, and fome gentlemen of the ThercWi 
country, were now in the field, and at the head p^'X- 
of about four thoufahd troops, but without 
any concert or difcipline. Never was any re- 
bellion conduced with lefs judgment ; and it foon 
appeared, that though the rebels had taken 
arms on pretence of fettling the fucceilion, their 
real intention was to reftore popery, and to 
plunder the country. They carried the banners 
of fuperftition before them, and feemed intent 
upon aboji&ing theproteftant religion, wherever 
they came. When they entered Durham, on 
the thirteenth pf November, they defaced all 
the marks of the national worfhip in the 
church, and tore in pieces all the bibles and 
common-pray<er-books they met with. The 
money which had been fent from abroad, kept 
pp the fpirit of the party ; and from Durham 

• 

they marched to Darlington, Kippon, and 
Boroughbridge, at all which places they reftored 
the mafs, and difperfed their ma,nifefto» When 
jLhey rendezvoufed on Clifton-moor, they were 
two thoufand horfe, and five thoufand foot. 
After calling a council of war, it was propofed 
that they fliould direftly march to Tutbury, 
and deliver Mary 1 but they dropt that defign, 
whpn they «nderftoo4 that Ihe had been re- 

If 1 ^ moyc4 
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A«ai569. moved to Coventry by her twq keepers. FbHu^ 
nately for the rebels, Elizabeth's ill timed fruga-* 
Jlity, in hopes of being able to difperfe them 
without any expence, put her officers und^r 
great difficulties. The country in general fa- 
voured Mary's caufe ; and the common people 
could not be brought to the field, when winter 
was fo far advanced, to ad againft the rebels. 
Upon the generals laying thofe difcourage- 
ments before Elizabeth, Ihe fpund ihe had no 
time to lofe, and ordered fupplies of money 
and ammunition to be fent down to Leice&er 
and York, where the earl of Sufiex and lord 
Hunfdon were waiting to be joined Ay the 
carl of Cumberland, the lord Scroop, and Sir 
John Fofter, warden of the middle marches, 
fiackward- The intention of Elizabeth's generals was, a$ 
"ablui'sgcl foon 2^s the junftion could be efFefted, to have 
■*'* ' marched to Barnard caftle, which was held 
for her by Sir George Bowes ; but he was un- 
provided to make any refiftancc. The earl of 
Cumberland and the lord Scroop were then at 
Carlifle, but took fo much time in fortifying* 
that city, that the rebels got the ftart of the 
queeii's generals ; and on the twenty-fourth of 
November they marched to Barnard caftlei 
which was furrendercd to them by the gover* 
nor. They were now proclaimed traitors by 
the earl of Sviffex ; and Elizabeth publilhcd ^ 
manifefto, fetting forth the true motiye$ of the 
rebellion, and the danger to which the pro^- 

teitant 
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tefiant rcligkm was expofed The rebeb, on the a* d. i|6f. 
other hand^ encouraged by their fucceffes and 
the yifible backwardnefs of Elizabeth's generals^ 
treated that princefs as an ufurper, and fpoke of 
Mary as being the lawful queen of England^ 
Elizabeth upbraiding the ear} of Cumberland and 
lord Scroop with their inadivity in her fervice^ 
^hey pleaded that her orders to them were in? 
tercepted by the rebels, and that they could 
furnifh the earl of Sufiex,. who demanded a 
thoutand horfe, with no more than two hun* 
dred ; and not even them, unlefs money was 
paid them in advance. 

Elizabeth now found that it would be im* Jherew- 

lion nip« 

prafticable to fupprefs the rebellion by the troops ^t^^^ 
raifed in the northern counties alone, and {he 
ordered the earl of Rutland, the lord Hunfdoni 
who was made general of the horfe, the lord 
pvers, and the lord Willoughby of Parham, 
with all the men they could raife, to join the 
earl of SuiTex ; fo that by the fifth of Decem^ 
ber, by their afliflance, and the money fent 
him, the earl of Suffex was enabled to put his 
army in motion. In the mean while, Elizabeth 
ordered her lord admiral (who was very active 
in Lincolnihire and the fouthern counties) to 
fend five hundred horfe to join Suffex, whofc 
army was likewife encreafed by the garrifon of 
Barnard cattle, which Bowes had brought off 
upon honourable terms; and Suffex had in-; 
telligence that the lord admiral was marching 

north- 
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A.9. 1S69. fiortiiward at the head of ten thoufand men^ 
well armed and well difciplined. The rebels 
were then at Hexham, in hourly hopes of hear- 
ing that an invaiion had taken place in the 
fouth; but beiyg difappointed in all theiv 
mighty hopes, and finding they were in danger 
of being expofi^d to two fires, the two earls, 
their heads, fled to Naworth caftle, and from 
thence into Scotland, 

The meannefs and pufillanimity of the two 
eaiis made no great impreflion upon their fol* 
lowers, who imagined that £Uzabeth's offer of 
pardon upon throwing down their arms was ftill 
in force ; but they were miftak^n ; for when 
they furrendcred to the royal army, no fewer 
than fixty-fix petty conftables, and one Plum- 
tree, a prieft, wcr? hanged at Durham. The 
moft obnoxious of their ringleaders were put 
to de^th at York and London ; and if we arc to 
believe the popifh hiftorians of the times, no 
fewer than eight hundred were executed. Thus 
ended this very ill-judged infurreftion. That 
Mary knew of it, is more than probable ; and 
her memory has been taxed on that account, 
but very unjuftly, unlefs it can be proved, that 
after the treatment fhe had received from Eliza- 
beth, flie was not entitled to employ almoft 
every means for her own deliverance. With 
regard to the duke of Norfolk, Elizabeth or- 
dered Knolles to fliew him the rel^ellious mani- 
&flo ; and he moft folemnly difclaimed, by a 

letter 
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letter to the queen, all concern or connexion a«d. 15691^ 
with the rebels or their heads. This did him no Duemb. > 
fervice, becaufe Elizabeth already knew that he 
had been tampering with them^ from thef dif^ 
coverie» which had been made by Murray and 
Leicefien The earls of Pembroke (Elizabeth's 
fteward of the houfliold) and Arundel made ^ 

the like protefiations, but with a much better 
grace ; fo that the earl of Pembroke was re^ 
ceived into favour, and continued in his office. 
Every day, however, rendered Elizabeth more 
jealous of the match between Mary and Nor* 
folk ; till at lafi, in an unmanly manner, he dif<- . 
claimed all connexions with the queen of Scot- 
land, and promifed that he would marry no 
woman but with Elizabeth's confent and appro- 
bation. 

In the mean while, the earls of Northumber- 1570. 
land and Weftmoreland were proteAed by North^-* 
Mary's friends in the fouth of Scotland, efpe- Jfo^rln 
cially the earl of Hume and the baron of Buc- ^"'^*°^- 
cleugh. Upon this, the lord Hunfdon wrote a 
letter to the regent in fuch terms, that the earl 
of Northumberland was apprehended and con- 
fined to the prifon of Lochlevin ; but the earl 
of Weftmoreland efcaped to Mary's party ; and 
though be was often demanded by Elizabeth, 
he was by them proted:ed and employed. Craw- 
ford fays, that the regent raifed fome troops, and 
marched them to the borders, where the Elliots 
(a clan of borderers) iheltered Northumberland 

till 
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JuD. $sjo. till they couM convey him in fafety toDunbattdit 
caftle; but that Murray fuddenly farrounded 
the houfe where the earl was ; and that though 
the Elliots behaved very bravely, and killed 
one of the regent's captains, he was made pri-^ 
fonen 
Xebdfionof The feverity with which Elizabeth had fup- 
prefled the late rebellion, produced another in 
England. Leonard Dacres, whom I have already 
mentioned, was fecond fon of tord Dacres of Gil- 
lefland ; but the eftate had gone to his elder bro-* 
ther*s daughters. He was inbis-perfon deformed^ 
but active, cunning, and vindiftive. His credit 
in the north of England, by his being the heir 
i<iale of that great family^ was fo confiderable^ 
that he forcibly kept poffeflion of part of his 
father's eftate, at which Elizabeth winked. She 
even received him welj at her court ; and upon 
the breaking out of the rebellion, fiie not only 
gave him a commiffion to fortify Naworth 
caftle, but a command in her army that was 
to aft againft the rebels. He was no fooner pof* 
fefled of this commiffion^ than he applied to 
Vitelli, whom I have already mentioned, and 
offered his fervice to bis mafter the king of 
Spain; promifing, if he was fuppUed with 
money, to turn Elizabeth's commiflipn againft 
herfelf, by raifing men for the rebels. Vitelli 
gave him all the encouragement he defired f and 
when he returned northwards^ he promifed the 
two earls to furprife Cai^lifle, cdurder its biihoi^ 

and 
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ind cut o£F the body of troops under the lofrd ^' ^' '^•' 
Scroop. After he was difappointed in his attempt 
upon Carliflej^ by its being fortified^ he ^ took* 
pofieffion of the eaftles of Naworth and Grey* 
fiock I and, in Mary's name, he recommended 
the two rebel Englifh lords to her friends in 
Scotland, In all probability, Dacres would have 
proceeded nd farther, had it not been for 
the feverity of Sir Geprge Bowes j who ex- 
ercifed, as madhal of Elizabeth's arniy, great fe-, 
verities upon all the rebels who fell into hist 
hands, which, in a manner, obliged the others to^ 
temain in arms ; and Dacres thereby faw himfelf 
at the head of three thoufand men. His head- 
quarters were at Naworth, when the lord 
Hunfdon received orders from Elizabeth to at- 
tack him with eight hundred horfe, and a de- 
tachment of the garrifon. of Berwick. Hunfdon Supprefly^ 
perceiving himfelf fo much inferior in numbers, 
niade a feint of marching towards Carliile ; and 
this induced Dacres to divide his force and take 

_^ * , 

pofleffion of a marfhj through which the rivet. 
Gwelt ran, with fifteen hundred foot and fix 

hundred horfe^ who are faid to have been 

• • • » 

nioftly Scots. Notwithfianding the adyan-. 
tageous iituation of the rebels, they were fof 
bravely attacked by the lord Hunfdon and Sir^ 
John Fofter, that they were entirely routed^ * 
and four hundred of them killed, Dacres him- 
felf flying to Scotland; but Elizabeth wifely 
Vol, Vllt M m counter- 



266 THEHISTORY 

A. D. 1570. countermanded the feverities that had been 

praftifed afiter the late rebellion. 
Elisabeth ' It is to be prefumed that Lefiey was verf 
^^^ aflive in thofe public commotions^ though only 
a general mention is made of theni in a curious^ 
relation of his life, that was prefented to th? 
pope and the king of Spain, and fupppfed ta 
have been written by himfelf. From that per- 
formance, however, we learn that he was ex- 
tremely aAive in fenring his miftrefs ; and had 
great credit at the court of England, on account 
df the party he had formed among the foreign 
ambafladors and the Roman catholic peers. 
All the money raifed for Mary and her friends,, 
went through his hands. The earl of Weft- 
moreland was allowed fixty crowns a month 
for fubfiilence, the counted of Northumberland 
had as much, Dacres forty, and the other 
gentlemen in proportion. When England,, by 
the defeat, of thofe rebellions, was recovering 
tranquility, pope Pius the fifth fulminated the- 
declaratory fentence againft Elizabeth, by which 
{he was excommunicated ; ail her fubjefts were 
abfolvedfrom their oath of allegiance, and every 
other duty they -owed her; and all who obeyed 
^ Her "thenceforward were included in the fame 
curfe. This proceeding of the haughty pontiffj^ 
fcrved'Cgaly to encreafe the feverities which^ 
Elizabeth inflided upon Mary and her party^ 
BurieigVi By Cecil's perfuafions, fhe advanced a confi- 
Pipers, p. ^gj.j^|jig £yj^ ^Q j|jg French proteftants j and re- 

folved 
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folved to raiie s body of light borfe, to be em« a. d. i57#, 
ployed under the earl of Sufiex, in Scotland, 
for the fupport of the regent^ whom Elizabeth 
now favoured more than ever, for having im- 
prifoned the earl of Northumberland. In pro- stirfeoftf' 
portion as Murray was elated by die magni- scouand, 
ficent promifes of Elizabeth, Mary's friends were 
encouraged by the courts of France and Spain, 
who aflured them that no time fbould be loft in 
fending them fuccours. They were favoured 
likewiie by the growing tyranny of Murray, 
which rendered him exceifively unpopular f 
and his love for adulation made him even 
^ntemptible in the fight of bis own creatures* 
Maitland preffed eagerly for a trial, which fhc 
r^ent deferred on various pretences. The 
queen's party exclaimed againft this injufiice, 
and afiembled in fuch numbers, that the re^ 
gent thought proper to retire to Stirling. In 
Ihort, a civil war was on the point of raging in 
Scotland with more fury thsm ever, when the 
regent fell a iacrifice to the revenge of his 
enemies. 

While Mary's friends were in daily ezpec- where Hm 
tation of a landing, either in Ellwand or Scot* 'jSw^l 
land, in their favour, Hamilton of Bothwell- 
faaugh, whom I have already mentioned, was 
watching every opportunity for affafSnating the 
regent ; and had been twice diikppointed, once 
at Glafgow, and another time at Stifling, in 
perpetrating his purpofe. Accbrding to the 

M m 2 beft 
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A. p. 1570. beft accounts wc have, Hamilton's provocation?! 
were of the moft aggravating kind. Being re^ 
markably attached to his clan, it is faid he 
would Have been hanged when a prifoner at 
the battle of Langiide, had he not made his 
• cfcape. His cftate however was 'forfeited: but 
his wife, who was the heirefs of Woodhoufelyc, 
not thinking that his forfeiture could afifedt her 
birthright, was living upon her own eftate, 

» » • • • 

when the regent made a pirefent of it to one of 

his favourites. Sir John Ballentihe, and fent 

' ^ • _'_• • « . . • , 

his OjEcers to take pofleffion of her hoiife;* 
which they not only did, but turned her 
naked out of doors in a cold dark night, and' 
at day-break ihe was found in the fields dcr 
prived of her fenfes, which Ihe never re- 
covered. This barbarity incenfed Hamilton fq 
much, * that he made no fecret of his being de- 
termined to aflaffinate the regent wherever he 
, . ' . . ' - ■ ' ... .- « »' 

met him; butfo carelefs were Murray -s friends of 
his fafety, that he was fuffered to go at large 
from place to place. It is even faid, that the 

I » ' • * 

regent had intelligence on the morning of thq 
day in wJiich he was affaffinated, of Hamilton's 
being at Linlithgow for that pnrpofe ; but he 
difr^garded it fd far; that he refolved to ride 
publicly through the ftreets of the town. Ha- 
milton was then in a wooden gallery that 
fronted tlie high ftreet of Linlithgow, and had 
t^k^n all imaginable precautions not to be dif*- 
appointed of his aim. He accorcjingly Ihot 

the 
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fht regent through the body as he was flowly a. p. 1570. 
puffing by the gallery ; and marching out at a 
back*door, he mounted his horfe, which was 
f cady faddlcd, and was fuffered to efcape with- 
put any purfuit f . 

Thus fell the regent earl of Murray, whofe Hitehtiif 
charafter has been varioufly reprefented, and 
was in itfelf incpnfiftent His virtues may ht 
hid to have been occafionjil j but ambition feems 
to have been predominant in his nature. He 
yrzs open, intrepid, and honeft, before he was 
flattered with a profpeft of the regency ; but 
no fooner did that prefent itfelf to his view, 
than he fuited all thofe virtues to exigencic3. 

t " He polled himfelf in a wooden gallery that fronted the 
%)gh-ftrect of the town, through which he knew the regent 
muft of neceility pafs, and where it was almoft impoffible he 
could mifs his aim. On the floor he placed a largefeather-bed, 
that his feet migl^t not be heard, when he walked to and fro ; 
and opposite to the windows, on the iniide of the room, hung 
up fome black cloaths to conceal his fhadow. His next care was, 
%p cut out an hole with his knife, a little below the lattice, and 
-juft enough to receive his fufee. To compleat his fecurity by the 
caiinefsofhis flight, he narrowly viewed the back-way into th^ 
ho}xfe, where finding the gate too low for a man on horfeBack^ 
ijfith the affiftancc of his fervant he removed the lintel, and kept 
his horfe in the ftable ready bridled and faddlcd. Having thp^ 
prepared all things, the regent, as if he had defigned to meet 
death half-*way, and oblige his murderer, mounts his horfe ; and 
the flreet being narrow, and crowded with the common people^ 
pafl very flowly by, or rather indeed flood ftill, before the gal- 
lery, from whence the afTafKn, having marked for his belt, fhot 
£im through the body with a fingle bullet, a little below the na- 
vel ; and getting fuddenly on horfeback» though clofely purfued 
by fome. of the regent's company, cfcaped to Hamilton, and 
fhortly afterwards from thence to France, where he lived fome 
years" Sec Crawford's Memoirs, p. 1*4, 125. 

Though 
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A. 0.1570. Though atmoft an .enthufiaft in the proteflant 
religion^ yet, when he was his lifter's firft mi- 
nifter, he fhewed himfelf more inclined to the 
toleration of popery than the rigid Reformers 
approved of; and he even broke with them up- 
on that head. His ingratitude to Mary» hi^ 
barbarous unmanly treatment of her, and the 
infamous arts by which he wrought her de- 
ftrudion, can admit of no apology^ He could 
fioop from that gallant candour which he ge- 
nerally affeded, to ferve a political view ; and, 
tho' a profeft advocate for the independency 
of his country, he was contented to hold his 
regency as viceroy to Elizabeth^ or rather as 
the fubftitute of Cecil. The preferment and 
entouragement he gave to his tutor Buchanan, 
who proflituted his elegant pen to the defence 
of his perfon and party, has ranked him, ia 
hiftory, among the patrons of leartied men ; 
, but I cannot plainly perceive any other title h^ 

had to^that charafter. He is praiftd with more 
juftice for his liberality to his friends ; but even 
that quality receives fome alloy from the con- 
fideratidn that he could not otherwife fupport 
his party. It is plain from the alteration of 
U his behaviour towards the end of his life, that 
a great deal of diffimulation and affectation 
wjere mingled with his virtues (if he had any), 
and that they refied upon no folid ioundation. 
Even his accomplifhments as a ftatefman afc 
extremely queftionable, Hirhen we reflet on the 
^ fway 
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fWay which Maitland and Morton bore over all a. d. isTOb 
his political conduft. His duplicity towards 
Elizabeth in the aflfair of Norfolk^s marriage, 
had almoft ruined him ; and his whole behaviour 
in that affair was weak to the laft degree, when 
he recovered Elizabeth's good graces, by his 
bafely facrificing to her his honour and grati« 
tudc. His true merit and ftrength appear to 
have been the management of parties in Scot- 
landf in which he was perfedly fuccefsfiil by 
the great knowledge he had acquired of their 
difpoiitions and interefts. But I mufl: now re- 
turn to the unhappy Mary. 

For fomc time before the regent's death, Eli- T"^s*' . 
zabeth began to conuder Mary's detention in p»^'>* 
England as being inconiiflent with her own 
fafety ; and ihe adually entered into a treaty 
with the regent for delivering up her perfon 
to his cuftody, upon condition of the earl of 
Northumberland and her other rebels being 
put into her hands. There is great rcafon to 
believe that Elizabeth would certainly have 
carried her deiign into execution, had not the 
biihop of Rofs formed a flrong party among 
the foreign minifters, and remonflrated upon 
the infamy of the meafure, which was the fame 
as giving Mary tip to certainr death. It is how- 
ever not at all improbable, that Murray would 
lave carried his point, had not his death inter- 
vened. Mary thus remained ftill at Coventry^ 
and the duke of Norfolk a prifoner in the 

Tower, 



1 



^^^ THEHIStbRt 

A.D.X570. Tower, where he underwent fcveral examina^*' 
tions) but he made no material difcoveries/ 
The regent, fome time before his death,' fut 
peding that the bifhop of Rofs had thwarted 
his negociation with Elizabeth, fent up to her 
a paper which he pretended to be the confef- 
iion of the earl of Northumberland, accuiing 
the bifhop of having fomented the two late re-» 
bellions in England. I am inclined to believe 
that this charge was not without foundation y 
and Elizabeth very properly confulted civilians 
of Roft de- how far the bifhop was to be confidered as the 
«ii«geofan ambafTador of a fovereign prince, in which 
"* * *^'' light he had hitherto appeared at her court j 
and whether he might not, by the law of na- 
tions, and the civil law, be puniihed as a trai^* 
tor, if it was found that he had procured an 
infurreftion or rebellion in the country where 
he reiided as ambaflador. To this the civilians 
anfwered in the affirmative. Another interro- 
iciirdai*! gatory was, ** Whether, if the princfe be de- 
feri, p. 18. pofed by the commbn authority of the realm, 
and another eledled and invefled of that crown, 
the follicitor or doer of his caufes, and for his 
aid (although the other prince do fuffer fuch 
one to be in his realm) is to be accounted an 
ambalTadpr, or to epjoy the privilege of an am-* 
bafTador V^ The anfwer of the civilians to thia 
queflion was, ** To this we do think, that the 
folicitor of a prince lawfully depofed, and ano-' 
ther being invefied in his place, cannot have 

the 
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the privileges of an ambaflador ; for that none a. d. i^m 
but princes, and fuch others as have fovereigQ- 
ty, may have ambaffadors/* 
Thofe and other queftions of the like ten* ^ri} "p- 

^ plicatMn to 

dency being by the civilians anfwered to Eliza-^ fcuonefi. 
beth's fatisfaclion, flie refolved to ufe very lit- 
tle ceremony towards the bifliop. He was; 
therefore, on the 14th of May, committed to 
the cuftody of the biflxop of Ely, and then car- « 

ried to London, where that prelate took charge 
of him. His confinement, at firft, was but 
flight ; for he was permitted to prefent memo- 
rials, and exercife other funAions of an ambaf- 
fador. As to Mary, her condition at this time 
is pretty unaccountable ; for notwithftanding^ 
the ftrift orders her jailors had received, we 
find her engaged in the moft extenfive corref- 
pondences and intrigues, and in forming ma- 
chinations which endangered not only Eliza- 
beth's crown, but the quiet of all Europe. We 
can account no othcrwife for thofe circum- 
ftances, than by [fuppofing that the ample re- 
mittances flie received from abroad had foft- 
ened, if not her principal jailors, thofe who 
had the moft immediate charge of her perfon. 
She even found means to correfpond with Nor- 
folk, while he was a prifoner in the Tower, by 
fending him letters corked up in ftone and 
other bottles j and Ihe gave fuch intelligence 
to her party in Scotland, as prevented the caf- 
%\t of Dumbarton fron) falling into the hands 
Voi. VIU N n Qf 
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4,0.1570. 0I h«r eneiivies. Soon.aftcroneVeraic, a French 
sigCDt, arrived ifi Scotland with letters a^ul mo^ 
ney for the ufe of her j^arty. It is faid, that 
when flte heard oi the regeat's deaths £he ex- 
prefied with ta^rs* her fbrvow for hk being cut 
off before be laad expiated his^ f^ft towards her 
a»d his^ country. 

wiiabeth • Mary's friends in Scotland w^re how fo 

fends Ran- * 

doiphaaher nwicK ftlated bv the cowrtenance they bad rr- 

^nto Scot- ceived from abroad,, that they were actually 

ia arms upoa tb^ borders, where the Carrs 

?nd the Scots, U4ider the bjaron& of Farnihuril 

» 

^nd Buccleiigh> made daily inroads into Eng- 
landy from» whence they brought abundance of 
plux>der. Though Elizabeth was greatly exa(- 
peirated at thofe hoIUlities^ yet ihe was too po-» 
Utic to make the quarrel natio93.al ; and under 
pretence of enabling the couqciI of .Scotland 
to reduce the robbers upon the borders, {he 
pxfbKfhed 2^^ mani£efto,< declaring that flie was 
refolved to (end a body of trQOj>s, under the 
earl q£ Sui&x, foir that purpofe ; but with aiL 
fitrype's «' afiuraHi^e of her intention of continuing ia 
TQi.i,p.6i3. p^ac^ with the crown and quiet fubj;e<^ of that 
realnu'* By this time, the earl of Lenox and 
his cQuaateCs petitioned Elizabeth to take com* 
paffion upon the orphan king of Scotland, by 
aibrding him her protedlion, aad giving or- 
ders for hiS' being carried into England. EUza^ 
l^eth would gladly have complied with their 
Tfq<iu^ik^ l^idit been pra,dicable ; bat flie di(|. 
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ivkat (be ccruldw S^e dUpatched ikisr tnifty fer-> a. d. 1^7^. 
va^nt Randolph to manage partads m Scotiand, 
which be did wkfa goeat add»:fs. He found 
^he council fitting there, and the earl of Mor^ 
ton its prefidcat ; and being admitted to an au«* 
dience, he repeated tlie fubftanc^ of tt^at he 
hstid in charge from Elieabeth,' and ^hich con*- 
tained littk more than was e^preff«d in hei:' 
^manifefto. 

The coumcil beard Randolph \i4th great tern* s»cceii of 

° htf cmbafl/*- 

pet ; but told him by the mouth of Motton, 
their preiidcnt, that the uncertain ftate of aB* 
fairs did not admit of dietr coming immedi- 
ately to any politive refolntion, ^fpecially with 
Kgard to the bord^re^^ or their giving up the 
perfon of the earl of Northumberland, the 
earl of WcilmOreland being engird at that 
time in carrying on hoftilities on the border^ 
againft hi& OA^n countrymen* Vpon the wholo 
it appeared, that the general fenfe of the coun« 
cil was againft making any terms with Eliza- 
beth. This agreed exa^ly with her views; for 
ihe had not only furniihed Randolph with mo- 
ney to gratify her aflured friends in Scodand^ 
but flie infiru£led bim to continue there a^ 
long as be had an>y proipefl of making div«^ 
fions in their council, in which he Succeeded 
perfectly well ; fo tbat he did not nuAS, upon 
any peremptory answer for the prefent. In the 
mean tim;e» Elizabeth had caft he? eyes upori 
the earl of Lenox, as the moft proper period 

N n 2 to 
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A.D.1570. to' h6 regent of Scotland; and he had becrJI 
brought by the earl of Suffex to Berwick, 
*which was the place of rendezvous for the 
•Englilh army, Mary's friends, both in Eng- 
land and Scotland, cdniidered this fiep as hav- 
ing been fuggefted to Elizabeth by Morton, 
and the remains of Murray's party. To take 
from Elizabeth all pretext for invading Scot- 
land, which they eafily faw was in order to 
fix the earl of Lenox in the regency, the bi- 
ihop of Rofs and the French embaflador un<^ 
dertaok that proper redrefs fliould be made 
according to the border laws, and that juftice 
ihould be done upon the offenders who had 
broken the peace between the two kingdoms; 
The Hamiltons and Mary's party in Scotland 
fent their agent, one Gordon, to cdifirra this 
offer under their hands and feals ; but he wa^ 
arrcfted at Berwick, and his inftruftions were 
fent up to the council of England, Ifvhere they 
were treated with great difdain. 
The^Eng. As the opiuiou of the public was in favour 
under suf- of the carl of Lenox being named to the re* 
SrotTwd" g^ncy, Mary's friends in Scotland, to avert that 
blow, if poffiblCi fent Sir James JMelvil to Ber^ 
wick to treat with the earl of Suflex, and td 
perfuade him to lay afide his intended invalion 
of Scotland, till Elizabeth fliould be fully in- 
formed as to the ftate of public affairs in that 
kingdpm. SuiTex, according to th« inftruc- 
tions he had received from Elizabeth, gave 

Mclvil 
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^clvira friendly reception, and fpokc very f*l- a. 0.15^. 
vourably both of the duke of Norfolk, and 
Mary's right to the crovm Of England. Eliza*- 
beth had given the like infirudions to Han* 
dolpli, in order to make the breach between 
the Hamilton and Lenox families irreconcile* 
able ; but Throgmdrton, who ftill continued in . 

confinement at his own houfe, found means to 
put Mary's friends in Scotland on their guard 
againft all her arts. On the eighteenth of 
April, the Englilh army under the earl of 
Suffex was put in motion, and divided itfelf 
into two columns, with an intention to take a 
fevere revenge upon Mary's friends on the 
.borders. The firft divifion was commanded by 
the earl himfelf, the lord Hunfdon, and Drury 
marfhal of Berwick ; and the other by Sir John 
Softer, warden of the middle marches. The 
eftates of Buccleugh and Farnihurft were their 
chief objects. The earl of Suffex entered Te- 
viotdale, where he plundered and laid wafte 
the Buccleugh eftate, while Sir John Fofter 
<lemoliflied all the Farnihurft caftles and lands 
that lay on his march ; and both diviiions 
joined together, at laft, at Craling, Afler this 
jundion was formed, they proceeded to Jed- 
burgh, where they were amicably received by 
the Scotch warden of the middle marches; 
and before their return to Berwick, they had 
ravaged a vaft compafs of territory, and pre- 
tended that they had demolilhed or plundered 

above 
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.A. p. 15^ ^$oitt £fty caiUeSy «nd three ihiiisilsed towik 
dud yillages. As ibofe cafiles and towns (wei^e 
naoj of tbe^ Tmy imoofiderdjle, it is peeA^ 
h& to enter into the f»siiticiilais of this inroad^ 

Inijt i( x^rt^inly. i^A^^ ^ twifiderabk imprejSoa 
.upoii^ jMlnry'^ party, f 

^Sr^* Tb^ ad of Mortoa vtz$ not Tcry forward 

ktmf* party >citbOF Ifit Of pO^Hg OJT fnVOUmilg th» i&vafion 

tegh. ^ tbe .£i^tii»« Jbficaijfe he himiAf iecrcdy 
alpir^d to tfa^ cegeQcy ; hoi h^ fumnioned a 
iQ0iyv«9ti^n of tbe ftaies to meet at Edinburgh 
.0© th^ ^W€lUh fd >«broary to chujfc a regent* 
Tii^ earl of Argyle, the lords Boyd, Flemings 
Mifi i^visgilofiy and other heads o£ Mary's 
ft»xty» aflesDhled thetnfdves at Hamilton, and, 
^OT very obvious reafons, obje^d to the fliort-.' 
U^i^ of thie tx^^^ for the ii^embers to repair td 
ti^c Cfkpkal from the extreme parts of the 
JojfPigdom, aud at fuch a feaibn of the y^ear. 
They therefore rcquLred Morton to defer tkt 
meeting ; and in cafe of refufal, they threat- 
ened to treat Jbim and his fsiends as traitors, 
jmd eQQiDies to the public peace. The king's 
party, (for fo Morton and his Mends weii:e now 
joamed) without paying any regard to this 
direatoniiUg remonftraace, affemUed, on the 
day appoii^ted at Edinburgh, where they pub^ 
liihed a very remarkable proclamatioii, im<> 
porting, ^* That the regent hdng killed by one, 
^ who, after the bloody deed, had fled to Ha? 
milton, and was there kindly recojlvj^d and 

bar- 
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^ftrboured for fam« time ; therefoire tibey coib* A^J>.tS7ak 
manded all the king's good fubjeds to ^prov« 
themfelves enemies to fuch as had prote^ed 
himy and were at prefent afibmbled in thair 
town. Certifying thofe who acted ia the con- 
trary, that they ihould be repnted guilty of 
the fa6H and treated as fucb with the utmofk 
fcverity." 

Notwithftanding all thofe appearances of re^ foif^JJ* 
foltttion, Morton and his friends found th^n* ^^^^^^^ 
felves too» weak to make hUn regent > but 
formed a plaa for » coalitiou of parties^ in 
which Kivkaldy and Maitland wi^e rncluded^^ 
The former was in pofieffioa of Edinburg^^- 
cafile^ and declared himfelf highly in Mary'fr 
f^vour^ while the abilities of the btier wa» to - 

give a fzn&ioa to the caufe. They therefore? 
drew .up a certificate in the following, curious 
terms, which I iufert as a proof of the party's 
confiilency. " We underfubfcribers convened 
at Edinburgh^ on the fourteenth day of Fe- 
bruary 15.^99 do with one voice declare and 
teftify, that none of us know that fecretary 
Lethington is culpable of the late king's mur-> 
der ; and feeing no perfon whatfoever compears 
to accufe him of the fame, we muft efleem him 
to be innocently calumniate iu time paft in the 
faid matter, tending to the prejudice of the 
king's eftate, and his true fubjeds } and there- 
fore acknowledge and recognize him as an 
}}op?il m^tni innQcen( of the faid matters 

whereof 
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A* D. tsjo. whereof heretofore he was wrongfully accufed, 
accepting and receiving him in ' his own place 
again. Like as we acknowledge him to have 
been a good and profitable ihftrument in this 
commonweal, in divers great caufes, for the 
furthering of God's glory, and the repofe and' 
quictnefs of this his native country." This" 
certificate was figned, " Athol, Morton, CaC- 
fils. Mar, Glencairn, Montrofe, Buchan, Ruth- 
ven, Glamis, Lovat, Ochiltree, Methven, Lind- 
fay, Cathcart, Adam bifhop of Orkney, the 
abbots of Dumfermling, Cambulkenneth, Dry- 
burgh, Balmerino, Pittenweem, Murray of 
Tullibardine the comptroller, and the juftice- 
clerk,'^ ' 

Proceed- Maitland was at the fame time reftored to 

paitiei. Ms place of fecretary of ftate ; and being fet'at 

liberty, as were the duke of Chatleheraut and m 
lord Herries, by Kirkaldy, it was generally 
thought that the queen's party was now an 
overmatch for that of the king. Maitland 
was now confidcred as the firft minifter in 
Scotland; but, as ufual, it was difficult for 
the public to determine to what fide he would 
adhere. • That he was in his heart a friend to ' 
Mary, cannot be doubted ; but he, as well as 
Kirkaldy, thought that a way might be found 
to bind up the wounds of the nation, by re- 
conciling the two parties to each other. Their 
fecret views, therefore, were to gain time, by 
amufing] the public with plans of^accommb-y - 

dation. 
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dfttion. Many meetings were hcldf in \{^hicli A, b. 1370, 

Maitland renewed the fchemeof a coalition hd 

hid forn\erly propdfed, for joining the queen 

in the government wit|i her fon, and^ at the 

fame time, governing by a regency, which he 

laid ought; to con fid of the ableft heads of 

both parties, and to be chofen unanimoufly^- 

if poffible, by the convention of the> 

eilates. Morton, who adled as the: leader of 

the king's party, was cautious of openly op« 

pofing Maitland-s plan, becaufe he .was, as 

yet, doubtful in what manner Elizabeth would r 

act; but, upon the whole, neither jiarty fdemed 

fond of an accommodation ; ^nd>all that Mait- 

land could eSeA was to bring them, to agree 

that a convention of the ftat^s Ihould be fum* 

moned to meet the firft of May. Thus' the 

aflembly bro^e up for this time without com* 

ing to any other agreements 

The intermediate time* was emblcyed on ^•rf^' ,. 
both fides m fuch a manner as gave an unfa- Hfeflinn of 
Vourablc profpeft of the future convention. '^ * * 
The ,moft violent of the queen's party omitted 
nothing that could provoke Elizabeth to an 
open rupture with Scotland, in hopes of mak* 
ing the quarrel national ; btit this, as we have 
already feen, ih^ Avoided by a t^iltious, yet vi-^ 
gorous, condud. The duke of Chatleheraut 
had folemnly difcl^imed all foreknowledge bt 
the late regeot'i murder ; and the plan which 
the queen's party now chalked out, carried 

Vol. VII, O o with 
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A. p. f 570. with it great appearance of fuccefi. They fiet^^^ 
folved to avaif themfelves of Kirkaldy's frieind-' 
ihip, he being provoft of Edinburgh, a» weU 
sA governor of- ita cafile ;; and in the mean tiihe 
to publifli to all the world their zeal for their 
^iintry and the protefiant religioi}, with an 
nnalterable refolution to bring, th? murderers' 
tf Darnley to puniihment. . They accordingly 
affembled at LinHthgow, from whence, they 
proceeded to Edinburgh, where the chiefs of 
the party, excepting thofe who were firongly 
fufpecled of the late regent's murder, t^^ere ad:- 
spitted, and lodged themfelves under the can-, 
non of the caftte ; but liberty ^as, at the 
f;fme time, granted' for> a like admiffion of the 
ling's party. The loyalrfts (for fo the queenV 
f^iendft were called) pnbUfibed a procllmatioD^ 
in the terms I/havejuft mentioned, full of mo- 
deration and pa:triotifm, and breathing the 
moft eameft dcfire to fee the public tranquil- 
lity reftored. This made no impreifion upon 
&Iorton and his friends, who were cantoned 
near his boufe at Dalkeith ; nor codfd they be 
pcrfuaided by the earl of Athol to truft them- 
felves vrkhin the tnetropolis, though the inha- 
bitaptsy who adored the memory of the late 
regent, were weB affefted to their caufe. 
A new oe- *' M^itland, wh€> had many reafons to wii^ for 
g^^**** a^ end of the public anarchy that had prevailed^ 
perfuadcd the queen's friends to give a meet- 
ing to MortO0 and . bis party at Dalkeith, by 

ib^ir 
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Amt deputies. This propofal wa$ accepted of ; a. a 1579. 
but Morton b]^ this time w^snoliraoger to EKasar 
bet^':$ fentiment^y a;icl iafifted» ^$ a prelimmaay 
t^ wy negociatioQi that tbe l^iog's authority 
Ib.0ul4 be recognized. The qQeim^^ deputi^ 
9^ith eqval Qbftinacy» infixed that . the reftdr»* 
tion of Mary to the thuone ^ her anjceftot^ 
ihouM be propofed in the approaching fioa.** 
yention t and ^ that, in /the. mean . time^ a 
lieutenant^ or viceroy, ihoidd be eleded. after 
the fame manner, to goyem the. kingdom m 
her afa&nce ; apid to maintain whofe jexpcocc^ 
Qne half of what accraed to. th^ jorown,. by^pror 
perty or otherwHe, ^ouldbe chearfuily given ; 
and the other half to the queen, ttH her reftorar 
tion could be yecomplifhed/' :Thofp QandkiQ})$ 
were at firft utterly re}eAed.by. Mdrton and hh 
party ; but oes^t day they required farther time* 
for coming to an abfolute determination. Upr 
i}n the retupA of the queen's deputies to Edin- 
burgh with tfaia anfwer, her party would havic 
proceeded dire^ly to hoftilities ; but the pro* 
grefe of the Englifii army under SuffeK was fuch^ 
2^ determined them to leave Edinburgh, and 
PQ retire again to Linlithgow, after ordering 
^irkaldy to put his caftle in a pofture of do 
fcftce. 



. By this time the Engiiih almy recommenced ^^^^'^'^ 
its hoftilities upon the borders.; and the lord ^i^ 'rmy 
Scroop, who was Elizabedi's. warden of the. weft dnl^ ^' 
hffii»had qam-MVAAnnmsidi^ atK4 iSiadYjRnced 

Oqz a? 
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<p.i57f. as far as Dumfries. On' the twent'y-fixth o^ 
April, the earl of Suffex befieged and took the 
caftle of Hume, that lord having declared for 
Mary; and falling fitk at Berwick, his corai- 
xnand devolved upon Sir William Driiry, who 
Kducedall the remaining places in that country 
which were held by Mary's friends, Elizabeth, 
notwithftanding the fdcoefs of her arm^ in Scot* 
land, proceeded with the utnaoft caution, 
thoiigh fhe had the advancement of the earl of 
Lenox to that dignity greatly at heart. She 
]qiew the impetuous difpoiition of Charles the 
ninth of France, who was fo paffionate an 
jEttiabe^hv ^dniir^T o£ Mary's beauty, that Brant^me, a 
tb"*jj^'^" contemporary hiftorian, tells tis, that he never 
beheld her pifture without betraying the moft 
tender emotions. He had, ever fince he took' 
the government ipto his own » hands, profeffed 
himfelf to be the champion of her caufe; and 
by his late accommodation with his Hugonot 
fubjefl;^, hexvas now in ^condition to perform 
all the magnificent promifes he had niade to 
Mary's friendly in Scotland. To thofe confide*r 
rations may be added his bloody devotion to 
the Roman catholic religion ; his indignation 
^t feeing a queen dowager 0f. France |ield in 
f hains by a proteftant princefs ; and the engage-r ' 
ments which his mother had impofcd upon him 
|:o exterminate, in conjunAion with the court 
. pf Spain, the proteftant religion in Europe. Eli- 
gabpt|^ YTi^j a^ the fa?n? titfte, obliged to flianage : 
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the Scotch nobility, many of whom, though wdl a. n. tsrfk- 
difpofed to the young king, might have united 
againft her, if (he had impofed the earl of 
Lenox as regent, upon the convention, with a 
high handy which was in her power to have 
done, X . * 

The bold publication of the. pope's bull of Divifiont 
excommunication, feems firft to have deter- ptrtietin 
mined Elizabeth for decifive meafures, in adt^^'* ^ 
vancing the earl of Lenox to the regency of 
Scotland. She confidered that execrable paper^ 
as the warning-piece of her dapger from all the : 

popifh powers on- the continent; aod {he > 

thought flie could truft the earl of Lenox (Who 
was now almoft a naturalized Engl iibman) for* 
heading her party id Scotland, which flie aj^pre-- 
hended would be the fcene of allherfuture difv. 
quiet. Such, with fome others, were, the con*: 
fiderations that induced Elizabeth, during the- 
indifpolition of Suffex, to order Drury to 
march into Scotland, with' twelve hundred foot 
and four hundred horfe. Mary's friends en-^: 
deavoured to avert this blow; but Suflex, in* 
tercepting and breaking up their letters to EVu. 
zabeth, declared that they only meant to gain< 
time; and ordered Drury to proceed. The 
time was now come for the meeting of the con-, 
vention ; and the king's lords accordingly af- 
fembled at Edinburgh, while the oppo£te 
party remained at Linlithgow ; but .were in-: 
V|tc4 te affifl at the conycntioq, provided they, 

Voyl4 
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A-vi^m^ wotild acknowlq^ge tbe )sing's authority, ^n4 
. join ia profecuting the nmrderers of the king 
Sind die late regent. The anfwer to tjiis invi- 
^atiou was, that they (the queen's lor^s) ^eithejf 
knew, nor would acknowledge any ft>vereigii 
authority but that of Mary, who had appoi^e4 
the eark of Arran, Argyle,aiid Huntley, to be 
her lieutenants in ^Scotland ; and th^ till &^ 
wa^ reftored^ thfy would obey them CMily. I^ 
the meaa time, they prod^iined the ^omaoiffiont^ 
af lieu^aancy, undier the <^ueen*s authority* 
Mittj •r The reader may eafily it^pcdve^ that $a(Ml9A4 
JU^^*" wa9 iSbeft m a condition of anarchy an4 miferyi 
sot to be defcribed. Etery man wa$ hi$ own 
mafter. He knew no Jaw to reftrain km fromt' 
blflfodfted and robbery, nor tould iJie injured 
ipfij to any court of juftice for reUef. Both 
parties reprefented this dtfmal situation ;of their^ 
Qoitotry to Elizabeth; but ihe had now brought 
it to the very pals ihe defired; Morton and hi^ 
party, to quicken the motions of 0rury, repre- 
iented tfaemfelves and their cauife as on the 
jbrtink of tuin; knd fent Pitcairn^ abbot of 
Humfermling, to renew the negociatiOns for 
delivering Mary into their hand$ ; but thi^ pro?* 
je& broke off, by Elisabeth's pretending that 
Fitcarin was not authorized to give fec.uritie$ 
for Mary'$ fafety iii Scotland. During thi^ 
tranfadion, Mary's^ lQr4$ received a confide- 
rable reinforcement of amas, anununitiah, and 
Mo&jby, from the diike of iUya^ and finjoAi 

affuranpc?^ 
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iHVirainees from the cjjikrt of France. Tlus dte^ A,Vitff^ 
termined the earl of Suflfex to put Drury's army 
into motion, btit ndt till the eark of Mortosi; 
Mar, and Glencairnf ^ith the lords Lindfay md 
Ruthven, had given hofta^s for their per- 
forming whatever fhould be entered into be-* 
tween Eliasabeth and Pitcaim. 

NdthinK could be. mote dreadfti! toJUtaitiaiicI ^^f 
and Kirkaldy (who had hitherto affefled to aft »«<i ^ir- 
in a kind of neutral capacity) than the marcli 
of the Engliik ariir^ into Scotland, \diichbe^ 
gan on the eleventh of May, attended by the 
earl of Lenox, and four field-pieces. Theyc^n- 
fidered Mary's caiife as defperate, if they &ould 
keep Up the^ diftindlotii of the king's and^ 
queeii's lords; and therefore refolved to|dia 
the latter, as being ihi moft pfobable meafmtr * 
for ferving her ; biit the reft of her party, in*^- 
toxicated with the protnifes they had received 
from abroad, rendered this propofa! intStdmkh 
They had been encouraged to it. by the refidt 
6i a converiation which Melvil bad with the 
earl of Lenox, at Berwick, in whidh the latter 
profeffed a violent friendihip for the duke of 
Korfolk, and all his friends in Scotland: they 
therefore reafonably thought, that by uniting^ 
both parties under the earl's regency, they had • 
the beft chance for obtaining tolerable t^rms for 
Mary. 

They had no time for deliberation. Drury PfO|«fiof 
upon his entering Scotland was joined by a irmf iS**^ 

thou. ^"^ 
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A.P.>sro** thdufcrid of . the young king's party, and zd^ 
vancod towards Edinburgh. The queen's lords 
atteitipted to take the caflle of Glafgow, Init 
they failed through the gallant defence mdde by 
fome friends of the Lenox faniily ; after whichf 
difappOin tnien t, the duke of Chatlehcraut retired 
weftward with the earl of Argyle, as did the 
cari bf Huntley northward. The king's party 
being thus matters of tTie* field, deftroyed the : 
caftle and. palace of Hamilton, with alt the* 
eftates of his adherents in Glydefdale, as they 
did.the eftates of the lords Fleming andLeving- 
fion ; but D.ruxy was difappointed in a defign 
he had formed againft Dunbarton caftle. That 
foFth^d been pitched upon as the landing-place 
of the foreign fuccours that were to be fent to . 
Mary's affiftance ; and the arcbbiihop of St^ 
Andrew's had retired thither, to avoid the fury 
of < his enemies. It was thus of the utmoft im- 
portance for Elizabeth's fervice^ that the place 
ihould be put into her poflefiion ; and Drury, 
not being provided with artillery for befieging, 
it, invited the lord Fleming, its governor, to • 
a parley, after viewing thefortrefs with a party 
of light horfe. Fleming did not decline the 
interview ; but Drury was ftruck with a panic, 
and pretended that he had been fired at from 
the. caftle. This was afterwards magnified into 
a charge of treachery againft Fleming; but how 
improbable that -was, appears from Drury's re- 
newing his application for an interview, which 

Fleming, 
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Flemltog, by the advice of the afchbifliop of St# A.D.i57<fc 
Andi*ew8, dfeclihed, a^ he had tio horfe, and 
Drury was attended by horfe only : Aipon this 
Sir George Gary, one -of Dtury's friends, fent 
Fleming a chalfenge* to fight • him, which 
Fleniing treated with a becoming difdain, by 
calling it " a brainlefs letter,*' and informing th« 
znefleng^r, that -he'did n6t think himfelf at 
liberty to' hazk^d ' his. perfon, cOiliididring the 
important truffi he ' held' from his miftrefe. lij 
*the retiifn 6f -the 'fengiifh arriiy from Edin- 
burgh, they haidorders to difcontinue all their itiirecaiiea 
ravages, the m'ferit of which lenity Morton 
arrogated to hifriftlf ; biit we kre told that fome 
houfes were actually fazed ; and we know that 
by the third of June, Driif y returned with his . 
detachnieht to Berwick, where Morton relieved 
his hoftages; We are to look for the fprihgs 
of this mdderite conduct in England. ' 

It is needlefs to repeat any mention of the En««wii 
alarms which EhzabStn every day continued to wardtMarf^ 
receive, both from abroad and at holne, on 
account of Mary's treatnient. To footh the 
court of Trancej flier intimated that ifhe was 
willing to accept of the duke of Anjou's ad- 
dreifes ; a courtfhip which had been mentioned 
by the qiieen -mother of France. Slie treated 
the Fren<Sh ambaflador with particular regard, • 
in all his applications which he made for Mary, 
in conjiinftiOn with Lefley, whoift Ihc had 
freed from his refttaint. She* had feVt orders 
• Vol. VII, P p to > 
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jLp.tfjm to the «ajrl <tf Sbr€wfl>ury9 to ihew Mary fomf 
t^ik? indulgences ; aodt if poffiblc, to prevail upoij 
t»cedf. berto fend a private letter, whkhwas.to \fc 
ieea bjr Eli^aliedi qiily» declaring all ibe kpf «^ 
of Jtli« fiep9 that were taking for l^r libfrtr^ 
Ifarj^ deplorable and deftitii<te as her fitualioil 
w»f receded this i>r0po(>l with great $rn«ncft i 
hut o&redy if Ffa^ihflth wpiald reftose Im ^ 
liteity* to ;^^e to any re^foiuble ter(^« ^ 
Aotdd propofe, ajid to coqtinpe her 4^cerg a^d 
faithful friend to her hfl: hreath« She ren^w^ 
,: :. in the moft earneft qaa^n^a hpr feq;()e^ of bal- 
ing introduced tp £li;»abeth^$ prefen^e,. tb^^g^ 
io a dole coaeh» and witlipHt any ftat^ haying 
natters tp fx){nmumcate: to her, which ft*f 
would Qot reveal to any other per(<)n ; hm ihf 
declined writing, becau^ ibe i^new that bir 

Utim were liable to do^hts and fii^icioPt vi4 

obtained no credit with EU^&abeth. The repcort 

of this converfation, with the repeated foKci- 

^ .->, UtloM of Iiciley afu) the French a»»bg^[^4(^ 

that ibe would recal her anpy out of So^hj^ 

m^dp (b confiderable an iniprefiion upon ^Uje^ 

Ij^thj that fbe agreed to the recallf which wa? 

x:arried into execution ?s we have already ^pjh 

agd to the foU^wing article^ a^ the ha^ i^r 

Itfary'f ddiverance. 

mho hu a , ** That the ^ueen of Jqgland iftfta^tly with- 

?eH?enncL ,drawi^g her forces from Scotland," a gen^f^ 

jceiTatidn of arms ftail follow for certain 

iaonthg. That the Engli& refugees in SeoV 

: land. 
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Irad Ihafi either £cirthwith be driven frods Sreixr- a. n. 1570. 
lafid^ or be fecured there^ in order to be deli^ 
vered to the queen of Emgbnd, whes the treaty 
is cDiuriirded. That the kiog if Fiiaitfce ftafl 
ibiid no foidicrs ta Scetland ; and in C3»fe any 
arrit^e doring the treaty, dtey ftai) itiilaBftly be 
foit faaick again* That commiffioisers fliaill be 
fetit to England^ for the queen of Scots and 
ith^ nobler dl her patiy^ qtii^a £lksabet& 
Kaufttvg o«liev» to be feftt for tlie oiW party^ td 
treat upon the reftoratioti of qtieetiMary^ the 
ttympodflg att dlffittnce^ bett^een het fvthje&i^ 
kttd th* fattsfying the iflgHfli queen with ti^ 
fped to het crown. And laftly, that no inta- 
fion fhall be tnade on the ftate and government 
(the w«rd# of the original) of Scotland, during 
the treaty." 

Ldley, who In the hiftofy of his negotiatiomi Anfui e<ni^ 
gives an aceount of thofc arttdc$, fay$ they were Ja^th!! ^**' 
the beft that could be obtained for Mary at the 
time^ on ^connt of the difiScuIties in which het 
friend^ on the con^tinent were Involved within 
their own domtnions. The abbot ol DtHil* 
fermling did all be conld to tender ineffeA^al the 
articles that had been agreed onf, but with vefy 
tittle fiaceeif ; anxl Elizabeth even intimated that 
file was free from het proftiife of not re- 
ftofing M$ry, becaufe the earl of Murray had 
failed in i»*oTi<ig her gnilt. The king's lorde 
in Scotland were nnder Inexprefible ctmhet^ 
nation, when they ri^ctfived int^lKgence of tbo 

P p 2 articles 
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A. D. 1570. jirticles to which Elizabeth had agreed with Maryl 
They were fuch^ in faS:, as left them without a 
heady while their adverlaries had a ready rccourfe 
to Mary's authority, and that of her lieutenants. 
Elizabeth feems to have been fomewhat fenfible 
of this,efpecially af t^r fheunderftood that the earl 
of W^ftmoreland and Dacres had been fufiered 
to efcape to the.continent,;ind.theearl.of Lenos 
had been declared lieutenant of the kingdomytill 
the eleventh of July, when the lords of the party 
were to meet for the choice of a regent. They 
paid Elizabeth the compliment to confult hep 
upon that head ; to which ihe returned :2i moft 
artful anfwer. She recommended the earl of 
Lenox to be regent, becaufe he was the pioft na^ 
tura) guardian of his grandfon,the yoiing king's 
perfon. She affured them of her friendihip ; that 
ihe meant 00 alteration in Ithe form of their 
government, under their king's authority; and 
defired them not to be alarmed at any reports 
that had been fpre^d concerning her accommo- 
dation with Mary, from whom, ihe faid, fko ex- 
pefted further evidences of her iniioeency. 

This letter was prefented to the affembly of 

the king's lords by Randolph, who enforced it 

with a laboured fpeech, in confequence of 

which Lenox was declared regent on the 

Tbe titX of twelfth of July. Thpugh many of his friends 

chofen re- had prcvioufly warned hinv of the danger at- 

*^"'* tending this high ftation, y^t he entered upon 

k with great alacrity. Befides bis p^rfonal 401- 

. . , . •. bitioq. 
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Vition; and defire of revenge for the murder ^^*^sr^ 
x>{ his fon, h^ held the interefts of the Lenox 
and liamilton families to be incompatible; 
and therefore he demanded the alliftance f£ 
fome troops from the earl qf Suflex, and a few 
pieces of artillery from Kirkaldy, to prevent 
the. con vent ion of the queen's party at Lin- 
lithgow* Though he was difappointed in both 
his^ requefts, yet he took pofleffion of that 
town with &V£ hundred horfe, and effe^ually 
prevented the meeting. Crawfol^d tells us that 
the lord Claud Hamilton, with a party of his 
friends^ lay in wait for the regent at Callendar- 
woqd; but perceiving he was difcovered, he 
withdrew his men to Hamilton, upon whicH 
the regent took pofleflion of Linlitfigow. 
Mary's friends^ notwithfianding their difap* 
pow;tm,ent» were very adive in th.e other parts 
of Scotland. The earl of Huntley was ftill in 
arms ; and befieging Aberbrothwick, which 
had falleo into the hands of the queen's ene- 
mies, while her friends, the earl of Crawford^ 
^he lord Ogilvie, and Sir James Balfour, were 
fortifying Brechin. Lenox, defirous to figna- 
lize the commencement of his adminiftration, 
detached the earl of Morton with a party of 
light horfe to relieve Aberbrothwick, or re- 
duce Brechin. Morton thinking his force 
t,oo flender, was reinforced at Perth with 4 
confiderable body of foot, and fet out upon a 
forced march to furprize Mary's friends in 

Brechin. 



^^ ^t fit ttik t but 

A*a *sA Btechlli. "Hih ipptftaeH biihg difeov*i*ed, theif 

ichiefa retired toWftrds Montrofo ; but left tW6 

of their officert (Gcywfs and W^ttiy^) t^th f<!- 

vpnty-fiye men to make good tbt p^ 6§ ht^ 

tbin^ atid to fiop Mortob^g pattkit Act6td- 

ing to Crawford) t&ofe two offitetft beh&i^ed f6 

bravdy, thatMortofi having ldftf6me tneb ih 

kifi fifi attacki durft not make i fecbftd, tit 

Ktk'ST J»« ^^^ joirted by the regent The ttatth was 

■^' lli*ii fo unequal, that the tw6 officers Air* 

rendered at dilcretion; and G6wt^, with tht 

feventy-ftve rtfeA *, were hftmediately hatigerf, 

by the inftigatioft bi the edffl of Mortotf, 

"Vfemyfii being rkh, bought 6ir his life. Aftei^ 

this trnmanry aftiofi) whieh rendered Lenoj('$ 

regency very iinpopolar in the norths he te» 

dueed the c&ftle of I^owft in hit return. 

lAfekBce It was obferyed by the pitbBtf with fort* 

fuulat. Aiffathh&ioii^ that the regdnt^ wKo wancon^ 

fidered as a thorough lEngliJQhifnan, Was now aS 

miaeh under the diredion of M<>rtdh, as his 

pred^effor had been ; while Sadfer openly 

boafted that there was no other government iit 
Sctxtknd than that of his miUrefs. The af* 
fembly of the church was then fitting at Edin* 
bnrgh ; and a commiffion was given to two of 
the members^ Mr. David Lindfay arid irfr. An* 
Hrew Hay, to treat with the duke of Gh'atle* 
heraut, the earls of Argyle^ EgKngton, and 

Cafflls, 
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Gaflilf, the lord Boyd, and oither btroiis ^fid ^P*^^% 
geAtlemeo of the wef^ pajrt^ for redudug tbem 
to the obedicQM of tba king aod hh autbority^. 
or rather to that of the regisnt a»d Mortoiu 
A like deputatioa vaa font tQ the earl of Craw»* 
ford and lord Ogib'ie ; and the deputies haii 
power to threaten aH thofe oohlemen with exn 
tommunication^ in ca& they did D9I: conjply ^^ 
We know of ao tStik which thia ia£:ilentde« 
pAtation had ; bull paflian^at waa ipdifittdl 
to be held at Edinbvrgh on the; tenth of Odo^^ 
bcr folio w|iig4 ... 1 

The negotiation for Mary's liberty waa fttU a mjce^ 
gotog on in England, tfaongh it received fe^^ 
Yfirai rub$ £ram the iUrjndg^ con^iraeiea .o( 
iiomp violeiat Rowan cs^tholi^Q in ^orfelk» w^ 
were c}ifcovrero4 and exMuted* Fortunately^ 
for Maiy« flie wai.f cMuid to have np ^om^e^lieia 

with their treafons ; and though they were of 
a vefif fa\gh and ^angeroua nature, they ferred 

< ■ ' - . , » 

. * Tbf ^9A ^rcbbifh^i^ Spptftrop4, Uk^ tw many wcll-wififijT 

ing clergymen, is a little inconfiilent wkh himfelf in relating tlii< 
oe^iation. He ma^e^ akiad of an encomtum i^poa the amy 
terJ* fi)r tbrir foirbpvin^. at the a4PM>^iMpn of t)ie tewppx4 
j^ower^ all decision in cjyii mfitters, whiph pugbt to be tried by 
the king ^n^l oovmcil ; and ki the Vifpj f^Rie p^u^agroph be gma 
|)^ ^ deiiail <)f ^- v^y e;(((i^>rdixmy depi^^tipii. Th^ sood 
prelate ^em; himfelf to have been aware of tl|i8 inconfiftency - 
for he <by«, be does '< not think tha|: the exeommiuiisation wcw 
H^\f ii)t|U}4^, <^nAdertfig tj^ie qy^jity ^ fMin^b^r of thi: per^ 
ions/' I ^m afraid, that when this applogy is duly confidered^ 
it renders the abfofdity and infolenGO of the alftmbly'ft proceed* 
ii«g« Hill more affgt'^yatfpgy v^ o^or^ ^Mfuil^r tQll^c xpoft ui^XPU- 
iable exercife? pfthe papal power. . . 

only 
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A.D. 1570b' only the more to convince Elizabeth of thc^ 
danger flie underwent by continuing^ Mary'ar 
imprifonment* She gave orders for the earl: of 
Suflex to interpofe her authority^ •* That- the* 
regent ihould oblige himfelf and his partakers to. 
ceafe from arms^ and not to moleft znyi that 
pretended obedience to the kinged mother/ 
during the fpace of two months, which ihould 
be underftood to begin the third day of ^Sep- 
llember, providing that no innovation ihotil4 
be made in the: government, and all things con-: 
tinue in the fame eft ate wherein they were*at' 
. ; the death of the late regent : as alfo that the 
ordinary adminiftration of the law and juftice in 
parliament, fefllon, and other courts^ with the 
punifhment of thieves and trefpaflers, might pro- 
ceed in the mean time by law^ or force, > in the 
king's name, and under his authority, without 
any oppofition/* / > 

Sp^wood. ^ The regent and the king's party ma^e $rong 
objedions to this truce, and reprefented it to 
Elizabeth as tending to the abfolute ruin of the 

BMtaoao. y^^^S ^°S ^^^ ^^^ authority ; but they were 
7. anfw^ed by another peremptory letter frdm 

- » _ ' • 

Elizabeth, fignifying ^ That flie had appointed 
Sir William Cecil, her principal fecretary, and 
Sir Walter Mildmay, chancellor of the ex- 
chequer, to repair to the queen of Scots, and 
A negocia- ^cam what offers flie would make for her ma- 
n^^b^' jefty^sfecurity,andthe notdifturbing the realms, 
if flie fliould be put to liberty^ In which treaty 
'• ' " flic 
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flxc minded not to neglect the furety of. the A, D. 1570, 
young king, and the efiate of the nobility ad« 
hering to him ; whereof fhe would be no Icffi 
careful, than of whatconcerned herfelf nfioft. But 
in regard that treaty could take no good efied^if 
the regent and the nobility on his fide ihould 
do any thing to the prejudice of the queen of 
Scots and her .party» (be defired that no parlia- 
ment fliould be kept during the time of the 
treaty ; or if it had taken beginning before the 
receipt of the letter, that nothing fhould pafs 
therein which might give her caufe to complain^ 
And for the abftinence taken unto the. third of 
November, feeing there was no likelihood the 
treaty ihould take an end in fo ihort a tinie, hq 
was farther defired to prorogue the fame for 
other two months," * 

No fooner was the Norfolk confpiracy fup- 
preffed by Elizabeth and her miniftcrs, than 
another broke out in Derbyflxire. The heads of 
it were Thomas and Edward Stanky, fons of 
the earl of Derby, and three gentlemen of the- 
names of Gerrard, Rolllon, and Hall ; and their 
intention was to have freed Mary, who had 
been removed to Chatfworth in that county. 
It is uncertain whether the earl of Derby Ncwcon- 
himfelf knew any thing of their defign ; but he g^jnlJ'Eli. 
was fufpeded by the earl of Huntington, who ^*^' 
advifed Cecil to plant a fpy in his family. The 
confpirators having accefs to Mary, propofed tp. 
fet lier at liberty, provided they were fupported 

Vol. VII. q^q * b/ 



^9* T H £ Et I S t QRf 

A^tsro' by a foreign force, while they were raiffti^ 
their friends in England. They likewife offeredf 
to deliver the duke of Norfolk^ and to prote^ 
tothMary and him in England after their mar- 
riage was confmnmated. Thongfa the executioi^ 
of this confpiracy was^ by no means imprac^ 
tkable, yet the delicacy of Mary, after Eliza- 
beth's offers and indulgences, wa» itieh, that 
flie gave the confpirators no other encourage- 
«nent than by referring them to the bifliop of 
Rofi, who difcouraged the fchenie *^ The 
matter might have rcfted there, had* not Rolfteit 
admitted his fon, who was one of Elisabeth s 
gentlemen-penfioners, into the fecret ; and he 
difcoverecf it to theminiftry; upoA whieb, att 
Ihc confpirators, eiccepting Hall, who made 
his' efcape, were feized and imprifoned. 
the ftego- Elizabeth, upon enquiry, perceiving that 
fumed, Td*^ this confpiracy had neither taken its rife firom^ 
5S!m«r ^^^ hceu encouraged by, Mary or her minifler,; 
no fooner rctumcd from a progrcfs fee was^ 
making, than fhc ordered Sir WHliam €edl 
and Sir Walter Mildmay to repair to Chatl^ 
worth, and to prepare every thing for her 
putting the laft hand to Mary's deliverance. 
We have a mod authentic account in the €ecil 
Papers of thisf negociation, which even Gam- 

* Jt appcarBy however, hf the State Papers publifiied b^ Mr.-. 
Murden, that the bifhop of Rofs knew more of this confpiracy* 
than he thought proper to own at this time ; but this biftoiy 
would fveii to ao eaonnott»'fize> wer^ I to take notice of pov'r 
ik;ular8« 

deft 
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de^lutd never &en ; and hk ignoi'ance has led a. d. t$r% 
Jiim i&to feveral miilakes on that head. The 
whole is figned by Mary and the two EnglHh 
€0mmi&oa€rSf who broiight them ready drawa 

By the firft article ^ a league of amity between 
the two queens was p^opofed ; aad that Mai^ 
ihould confirna all that had been done by hear 
fo^'0 mtfiifteFS, for firengthening the good nn- 
derftandiqg between the two crowns/' — ^Marf 
agreed to this snrticle in fiibilanqe» but de« 
tourred a Httle ai^ to ackaowlefdging her fon'a aa^ 
thorky. 

Secondly) « To redify the treaty of Edin^ 
bnrgh in 1^60^ but without prejudice to fiJizTy^ 
iucceffion to the crown of En^and, in cafe 
of Elizabeth'^ demife without any iflue.'*— Mary 
agreed to this article» but fubHituted the word 

tAWFinL for ANY. 

Thirdly, ** That Mary fliall enter into no ea* 
gag^HDients prejudicial to England with fbreigtf 
powers^ nor fuffer her fubjeds to ferve either by 
(ea or land ag^inft the EngUihi that in cafe Eng» 
land is unjuftly attacked, ihe ihall furniCh Eliza-" . . 
beth with troops and fliips : while Elizabeth fti*. 
pulates tbe fame with regard to Scotland, each. 

* This negociation was pttbliflied by Lefley ; bnt though hcL 
irafs^ a party concerned, his copy is full of many ftiiftakes, and' 
fome articles of great moment are omitted. As it if a paper of 
importance, but very tedious in the original, I here prtfent 
the reaci\?r with an abridgment of it, as fa^ as is confident with 
perfpicuitv^ 
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^.p. I5T0. paying for the fuccours (he (hall receive/'— TPhis 
article^ after feveral immaterial alterations^ is 
agreed to by Mary. 

- Fourthly, * " That all foreign troops (hall be 
fent out of Scotland in a month after figning 
the treaty, and none be fufFcred to repair 
thithfer."— To this article. Mary agrees without 
any alteration. 

Fifthly, «: That Mary (hall hold no corref- 
pondence with any £ngli(h fubje6^, without 
acquiinting Elizabeth with the fame/'— Mary 
waited much to have qualified this tyrannical 
article, by promifing to hold no fuch corre^ 
ipondence to Elizabeth's prejudice; but the 
£ngli(h commiffioners prevailed to have the ar- 
ticle accorded, as it originally flood. 

•Sixthly^ ^« That the earl of Northumber- 
land and all the Englifh rebels in Scotland be 
delivered up to Elizabeth." — Mary could not be 
. prevailed with to agree to this article, as 
being ungenerous and difliohourable. But (he 
became an intercefibr with Elizabeth for their 
pardon; and if that could not be obtained, 
(he offered to fend them, in a certain time, out 
of her dominions. The Englifh commi^oners, 
on the other hand, infiftcd' upon the article 
(landing in its original form ; nor do I find that 
Mary ever agreed to it, becaufe I perceive (he 

^ This and the following article are omitted by Lefley in h'l^ 
jpbftr^f^ of this neg;ociatlon. 

objeds 
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ebjccls'to It in htr reply made to their emehda« A.v.tffOi 
tions of her anfwer. . t 

Seventhly, " That Mary fliall ofdtr redrefi 
for. the diforders' committed by her fubje^ oa 
the march.es/'-^Maryi in anfvvertd this^ offered 
to refer every thing to commiffioners on botii 
parts ; and to this the Engliih minifters agree* 

Eighthly, ** That the murderers of Darnley 
aftd Murray ihould be puni&ed" — ^To this 
article Mary very fagadoufly added, ** ac- 
cording to the laws of Scotland;" n^or dol per- 
ceive any objedions. made by the Engliflr mi- 
nifters. I , , 
• Ninthly, " By thb article, which is the moft 
material of the whole, Elizabeth required^ that 
for the fafety of the young king^s perfon^ asS^^II 
as that he may be a hoft^e fbr his mother, he 
Should j before flie was fet at liberty, be brought 
into England, and live there under fuch no- 
blemen and gentlemen of Scotland, as ihalli^ 
nominated by the earl of Lenox, his grand- 
father, or the earl of Mar, his governor;, and 
to remain there as long as Elizabeth, who was 
to treat him as her neareft kinfman, ihould 
plea£e.' His mother had power . to fend mef- 
fengers to vifit him ; and he was to return to 
Scotland, and be eftablifhed in his kingdom^ 
there, as foon as his mother ihould die, or 
refign to him the government of her king- 
dom." — Mary offered to fend her fon to Eng- 
bnd, provided one of hi$ tutors was nominated 

by 
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^u^^n7^ bf heHelf> aadthe otkiis bj Ulizafbetb/^with 
the earls of Lenox and Mar, and flie herfdf 
permitted ta fee liinr once or t&rice a year*^ and 
he vas to remain there tidl he fhould arrive at 
die age of fifteen^ md longer, If fl^e (Mary) 
tiioiigfat, proper. Btit Ae was i& hopas^ eh^t 
fioce kis rerenues, as prince of SedttMd,* wert 
t(» fkiMdet for defraying the e!s:p<nce of a 
jprincely education and maffi€en^c<, thai Elizfi^ 
hcth wirald bear' part of die diargest 

The Ea^flb commiffioiieri difallbwed of 
Ibarf^s Tifiting her fin, and of Eliza3)etb 
paying any part of his expences. Mary, there-f 
Ibre, waived both ret}ttftfts;;botffie faid the for* 
utt vhBs> Sowsdcd 6u iht afibSEion e^e^ mother 
flight to hare for her cfaildv atnd the laittc^ oiS 
Mafbn, because fte couhi' maittain da^ prince 
aittch chea|)er in Scotland ti»aax is EnglaHdL 

By the tenth and lafi: artide, <^ Ifary was tO' 
oblige herfetf not to enter into^ communicai^ 
tion of marriage, or to conciode luiy marriage 
Ibr herfel^ with any of the queen of £n^atid't 
ftttjed^, without Elisffabeth's con^fent; nor mth 
^ny other perfon, wichout the Mnfeiit of Eliza- 
beth, or of the greater part of the nobiUty of 
Scotland." — Mary agreed to this articte without 
any ^atCeratibn. ' 

The two £ngli(h commifl|oner» next pto^ 
ceeded to the manner in which Mary wis to be* 
bonnd ' to perform the above articles. They de- 

iBanded t^t ^^ hofta^s, tfitj^ of them earls, 

and 
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\biA three lords of |)ai4]amient, feoirid fee fent *.B.>r$^ 
iHto England «s furetkis for three years^ but ex* 
changeable by others of equal quality. Ma:ry, 
*ifter fome very reafonable objeAions, agreed to 
this article^ provided that the duke of Chatle- 
herauty the caris of Argylc, Huntley, arid 
Athol^ the lords Fleming and Seaton, an4*her 
wardens^ of die borders, were not of the hum* 
lier ; becaufe (he faid they were the only per- 
sons in all Scotland on whom flie could rely fojr 
herfafety. This exception of perfons was d5f- 
allowed of by the Engiilh commillio&crs. ' " ] 
The next demand was of fo extraordinary ^ aa- 
lure, and is fo folly expreffive of EUzabeth^s jcai 
lous and tyrannical diQ)6fition, that )t defetves to 
befully mentioned. 1 1 imported,that Miry fhoul^i 
<« be divefted of all title to the Ehglifii crown^ 
if fhe. did aught in prejudice to JBlizabetV^ 
right or intereft therein ; or ihould affifl; any 
others in the like attempt, or harbour aciy 
Engiilh rebels. Farther, in fuch an dveiit^ 
Elizabeth was (o be at liberty to difpoflefs Mary 
of her crown, in favour of the prince her fon.** - 
Mary had no ol^cclion to this article ; but (he 
required, that Ihe might, in cafe of any fucli 
attempt by her, have a formal denunciation 
and admonition from England. The EngUfli 
^ommiflioners onqft tyrannically xejefted this 
juft requ^; upon, which Mary put in thefpK, 
lowing unafwerable rejoiivder : *« In cpnfidera- 
tiou that the queen's majefty of Scotland doth 

fubmit 
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A^aiiTOL fdbmit herfelf to the jodgmeAt of the qift^u </. 
Eogland, and the more part of her nobilityy 1|k 

cafe of her offence, there can no lefs be require4 

« 

than a denunciation and admonition to proceed 
their declaration, (for that was damnare bominem 
inaudituni) . or elfe fufficient proof t6 be made, 
and her anfwer heard before the queen of Eng- 
land, and the more part of her nobility.'' 

By another article, the Engliih were to 
have pofleiHon for three years of Hume caiUe, 
becaufe that nobleman had favoured. the £ng- 
li£& rebels ; and likewife fome cafiles.in Gallo* 
way or Kintire, fo as to prevent the Scots from 
afliiling Elizabeth's Irilh rebels.. Mary pb- 
jedted, but in vain, to both thofe demands, 
alledging, that the earl of Hume had been al-* 
ready a great fufierer by the Englifh; and that 
the caftles in the weft of Scotland were not at 
her difpofalj, being private property. Th^ 
Englilh commiiEoners, however, abated no- 
thing of either demand^ fo that thofe articles 
feem never to have been fettkd. 
IJ»«»^|»- , In the courfe of this negotiation, Mary's an- 
tmty by fwers and objections to the articles, and th^ 
reply of the Englifli commiilioners to Mary*s 
anfwers, were in feparate papers. At the end 
of Mary's anfwer is the following requeft ;. 
** In confideration of thefe reafonable anfwers, 
4nd the good mind and will of the queeii of 
Scots to fatisfy the queen, her good fifter, in 
all points, with moft hearty afFedion and hu- 

" ~ mility. 
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tetlil^y &e deiires that the queen of /£ngUp4» ^^^'Wo* 
her good iifler, will caufe. her to be put to lU 
bcrty, reftored freely to h§r. kkigdom, cftatc 
and government of the rea|n> pf Sgptl^nd i and 
to be authoria^ed, affifted, and foi:tified by jb^er 
faid good lifter thereuntQ» whereby ihf m^y 
govern her fbbjccls and realan, by the adfi^* 
of the queen, her good fifter^ to the . hojioor 
of God, and to the conafort and common qui-' 
^tnefs of this whole ifle^ Mary R/' 

The paragraph anneis:ed by EUzabeth to th^ 
reply of her coa^nMfiioner$ to Mary'9 anfwer% 
is as follows : ^^ That the qu^en q£ England^ 
in .cafe the queen of Scots Ihall be confortnaf^ 
ble to perform the articles above written, is 
not only content to grant' th0 faid reqUefl;iAQ 
the queen of Soots, but alfo to promise that 
where allegations have bei^n produced againft 
the queen of Septs, the Iquecn of England 
meaneth not, nor will not do any thing by 
reafon diereof that may any wife touch thd 
queen of Scots in honour or efiimatlon^ £0 
long as fhe ihall faithfully keeip hkt proinifea 
and agreements, according to ;the tenor of 
this treaty.^ ' '[ ' 

Mary, by way of rejoinder to this paper, 
moft earneflly requeiled to be admitted to the 
pfefence of Elizabeth, that fhe might have 
her word as a pledge of her friend£hip, to 
which flie faid fhe would truft more than lo 
all the other pledges ihe could deiire. 

Vol. VII. Rr Such 
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A. D. 1570. Such was the fubfiance of this famous he* 
gotiation, which has been mofl unaccountabl]^^ 
overlooked or mifreprefented by all hiftorians*, 
Scotch as well as Engliih. They have conii- 
dered it as being conditional ; whereas at 
was intended to be definitive, as far as twib 
indepetident fovereigns could render any treaty 
fi>^. There was, it is true, another negctia* 
lion carried on at Chatfworth at the fame 
time ; but this had no relation to Mary's li- 
berty, and contained only the modes of go- 
vernment to be obferved in Scotland after her 
reftoration ; and the whole was to be altered or 
forborn, as ihotild be agreed upon by the com- 
miifioners coming from the regent and queea'd 
ptLTty in Scotland. The fubfiance of this ne-< 
gotiation (which never was carried into ex-* 
ecution, and therefore I ihaU here omit the' 
particulars) may be found in Spotfwood's 

r. 149, Church Hiftory j but it is proper I Ihould men- 
tion what Spotfwood omits; for in Cecil> 
copy, ^^ all thefe premifle^ are but conjeclurally, 
propounded,! without the knowledge of ther 
earl of Lenox, or any of the nobility joined 

with him ; or without any particular under*. 

• ... 

* To prove this, and how unfair all hiftofians have been In 
their re^efentations of thistveatyy kis- fufiicient to quote the 
firft article of the execution, or, as it is called in the original. 
The Manner of AfTurances for the PremifTes, viz. ** The con- 
trsi&s of the preraiiTes to be firft conceived and concluded im 
writings and with the hands and ieals of both the queens, or 
of fufficient conunifEoners hands thereto authorifed, as is ' ac^ 
cuftomed betwixt princes.'* See Cecil's State Papers, p^ 612. 

ftanding 
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fending of the ftate and cuftoms of the coun* ^•P«579» 
try ; and therefore are to be altered, changed, 
or.forborn, in part or in the whole, as fhall 
feem further meet and reafonable, upon a con- 
ference to be had with any whom the faid earl 
and his party ihall fend into England for that 
purpofe, and others to be fent by the queen." 

The parliament of Scotland met on the Jenwwn- 

firmed m 

tenth of Oftober, but went upon no other thcregeaeir. 
bufihefs than that of confirming Lenox in the 
regency. He would gladly haye got rid of the 
neutrality propofed by Elizabeth, and made 
vigorous remonftrances on that head. He 
£iid that it bound the king's friends, but not 
thofe of the queen ; and he inftanced the 
powerful interefi ihe had at^ the court of 
France, where all the Scotch fliips not provi- 
ded with pafles in Mary's name were feized. 
He even intiinated his difcontent that Elizabeth 
had entered fo far into the motion of a truce 
without confulting him ; but not daring to 
difpute her will, he fubmitted to prolong the 
truce for two months, provided the fliips were 
pcleafed. Lenox met with a powerful frien4 
•in the perfon pf Cecil, who, while he was af 
Cbatfworth, wrote him a letter, informing oa. 13. 
him that he had been forced into the manage- 
ment of the negotiation with the queen of 
Scotland, «* and yet had not dealt therein but 
with a great regard of the fafety of the young 
J^ing, and whole eftate : and that all he I^ad 

R r ? done, 
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A.D. 1570. dtite^ totrching Scottifli affiurs, was under pro- 
teftation, that it Ihould be in the pbwer ^f 
thofe whom the queen and regent fhonld fend 
hi commiffion' to diange, diminifli, or augment 
the articles at their pleafiires. Therefore did 
Be advife the regent to fend a nobleman, with 
fome other well-kamed and praftifcd in the af- 
fairs of the country, to deal in this matter ; 
taking care that the perfons he chufed were 
conftant and firm, and' fuch as would not be 
won from him, nor from the caufie.'^ 
A double It is plain that the article which Cecil men- 
***'*^'** tions in this letter, are thofe which related to 
the internal government of Scotland after Mary 
Ihould be rcftored ; and that Cecil was afting 
a moft difingenuous part, by prompting the 
regent, in faft, to fend up fiich commiffioners 
as fliould defeat the whole intention of the 
treaty. How far Elizabeth was privy to this can-r 
not be determined ; but thdre is little room to 
doubt of her duplicity even with regard to 
the treaty that had been already fettled be- 
tween her and Mary ; and that her real inten- 
tion was to link it in fuch a manner with that 
whrch concerned the form of government in* 
Scotland, as that the execution Of the former 
{hould depend entirely upon the conclufion of 
the latter. In fliort, Elizabeth, during the 
whole of this tranfaclion, fought to gain 
time, that flie might fuit her conduA to 
events, I muft, however, be of opinion that 
' Mary 



O F 8 G O T L A N D. 309 

I^Iary and her minifiers proceeded upon fimilar ^d.i5jo. 
principlcSt becaufe ihe undoubtedly would 
have made almoft any facrifice to obtain her 
liberty ; . but even fuppofing her not to have 
been quite fincere ad to her profeffions, her dupli- 
city was far more allowable that that of Eliza* 
beth. By the befi: information I have been able 
to gather, Mary was very induftrious by her 
agents at foreign courts. She had employed 
one Barclay to aflift the archbi(hop of Glafgow 
in his application to the French court; but 
Charles the ninth was then wholly immerfed ia 
his preparations for the bloody maflacre on St. 
Bartholomew's eve, which he afterwards cx- 
lecuted, and for putting to the fword all the 
proteftants in his kingdom; he therefore de« 
fired Mary's ambafladors to advife her to ac* 
cept of any terms for the pre&nt that Eliza-* 
beth was willing to grant. Another nego* 
elation of ilill greater importance, and which cnwfoii* 
fliewa the genius of her party, falls in with 
this aera. 
Mary had a rcfident, Hamilton, who had LorfSetwi'a 

' ' adventuret 

been rector of Dunbar, and was extremely ufe- in thtUm 

. Couotiicta 

ful to her at the court of Spain. He had 
brought to Scotland the laft fupply of arms and 
ammunition which had been fent over by the 
duke of Alva ; and Mary's friends obtained a 
commiffion from her, for the lord Seton to re* 
turn with Hamilton, and in her and her 
party's name to thank his catholick majefiy and 

the 
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jLO. 1570. the duke of 'Alva for their good offices. Seton, 
by what appears from the mod unqueftionable 
records, was a weak, vain man, oftentatious, ^ 
prodigal, inten^perate, brave, and even en* 
diufiaftically devoted to Mary's perfon and fer^ 
vice. The charafter of Alva, his feverity and 
bigotry, is well known in hiftory ; and though' 
he was in every refpe6t the reverfe of Seton, yet 
as the latter profefledhimfelf to be an irreconcile- 
able enemy to all rebellion, he met with a civil 
reception ; and indeed his bufinefs deferved at- 
tention. The war occafioned by the revolt of 
the Seven Provinces, was then raging in the 
Low Countries ; and the armies of the revolted 
Hollanders were full of Scotch officers and 
foldiers, whom the diftraStiohs of their own 
country had driven abroad. Nothing could be 
of more efFeftual fervice to the crown of Spain 
than the detaching fo coniiderable a body of 
troops from the fervice of its rebels, which 
Seton propofed to do by his perfonal credit 
among his countrymen, and the affiflance of 
fome money ; but at the fame time his catholic 
majefty was to engage to fend ten thoufand' 
troops to Scotland, for the affiflance of Mary 
and her friends. The duke liftened with great 
avidity to the propofal, but frankly told Seton 
that his mafter could not fpare ten thoufand 
men, though he was willing to advance the 
money for paying fuch a body for fix months, 
Seton accepted of the terms; and throwing himv 

^ feif 
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•feJf into the company of his countrymen/ he »;D,i57i 
plied them fo hard with liquor and#promifes, 
that he made a confiderable progrefs in his un^ 
dertaking. His intemperance and unguarded 
expreffions defeated it, for the Hollanders dif^ 
covered his praftices, and fecured his perfon* 
Seton behaved moft undauntedly on this 
perilous occaiion. He pretended that he was 
the ambaflador of a fovereign princefs, and that 
he wasjuftified in elideavouring to reclaim hdr 
fubjedts to her fervice. The Hollanders paid no 
regard to this plea, aiid even produced the 
rack to force him to a co.nfeflion. Seton treated 
their menaces with the higheil contempt ; bat 
he probably would have undergone the torture^ 
had not his countrymen interpofed, and 
threatened to join the duke of Alva in a. body* 
unlefs Seton was releafed ; but they promifed in 
that cafe to continue in their preient fervice. 
Seton upon this was fet at liberty, and entered 
into a treaty with a French count, whofe name 
I have not been able to nxover, but who offered 
to carry over two thoufand men into Scotland, 
tipon receiving an advance of three months pay. 
Seton communicated this propofa], which moft 
probably came from an impoftor, to the bifliop 
of Rofs, who imparted it to the duke of Nor- 
folk ; but that nobleman excufed himfelf from 
advancing any money, becaufe his private cir- 
cumftances were then greatly involved with the 
earl of Arundel. . 

While 
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A. D. 15^. While tho£e intrigues were going on in this 
HI jttdged Low Countries^ the courts of Spain and Rome 
Mar^*t ^ had exerted thdtr utmoft powers in preparing 
thofe armaments ^gainft the Turl^^ which 
gained the glorious battle of Lepanto ; fp that his 
holinefs informed the bilhop of Dumblain and 
Car, one of Mary's fecretaries, who were }ier 
agents at Rome, that ihe mufl have ps^tience 
before he could do any thing e£fedual in her 
caufe. Kotwithftanding thoiie difcoiiragements^ 
I perceive that both Mary and her friejids re- 
ceived latge remittances from abroad, about 
this time. Lefley's ill judged zeal hurt Mary^ 
perhaps^ more than the mijfmanagement of all her 
other agents. He had formed very dangerous 
connexions with the ambafladors of France 
and Spain, and Rhidolphi the pope's agent, all 
which were betrayed to Elizabeth by the queen 
dowager of France ; and if ihe even was iincere 
kk the negociation ihe had entered into with 
Mary, fixe altered her ientiments at this time* 
it appears from the narrative of his own nego^ 
ciations, that even after Mary had figi^d the 
treaty with Elizabeth for her deliverance, the 
biihop fent copies of it to all her agents abroad^ 
whom he inftru^ted to do all they could to de* 
feat its execution, by enabling Mary to obtaip 
better terms. Their reprefentations were fo 
iuccefsful, that notwithftanding the expeniive 
armaments of the pope and the king of Spain, 
the former remitted to Mary'f hands twelve 

thoufand 
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thoufind crowiiS, and the latttt- tfeto thoufand. a. d. 157^1 
It was no wonddr if fo indefbnfibl\^, atid, indeed^ 
treacheroui a cohducl, Ifter it was difcovered Ctf 
Elizabeth, gave that princ^fs visry unfivourabk 
ideas of Mary's fincerity, hotwithftatidifig ^^ 
deep'proteftatiohS of friebd(hip ihe had madeia 
the treaty {he had juil figtied< Elizabeth ton-^ 
tinued her diffimulatibn^ and upon the return 
of her coknmif&onerB from Ghatfwohh, whers 
they had rbmaihed about t^fcrcnty days, fhe 
feemed to be perfteAly fatisfied with the treaty 
Ihe had made ; ahd fiie talked to the ambsfladors 
of France and Spain as if all the differences 
between her and Mary had been adjufied, at 
th^ very tirhe ihe iras contriving how to eliide 
all that had been trahfaded. 

She began to ftart fome difficulties, by prctcu* ^^^^ 
ing that it was ncceffary the earl of Lenox atid t&« f^^f^J^p,^ 
nobility of Scotland ihould be parties in all that uno^ 
was agreed upt)n by Mary, with regard to thii 
governtnent of that kingdom after her reflora- 
tioh. A letter Kras accordingly fent to thd 
eat! of Suffex, orderiti^ him to acqdiint the rd^ 
g^nt, <^ that the Idrds of the other faAion had 
ftiade choice of cel'titili commiffioners to attend 
the treaty begiiif betwixt their queen slod the 
queen of England ; dk&tih^ that no trouble nor 
moleftation ihoiild be tbade to them, and their 
train ih tbaiS joufndy ; as alfo to fend fome Ipecial 
perfons intrhfted with comniilfion from th^ 
king and the Mobility of hts.fide^ to. give their 

Vot. VIl. Ss ^ bed 
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^D* «379* bcft advice for the furety of the king and hi§ 
dependents, if matters Ihould h^pen t^ he 
accordedi^ And if it fell out otherwifc, to 
cotiiider. whsit (hould be the moft fure courfe 
for continuance of amity betwixt the two 
realms, the prefervation of the young king, 
the reducing of the ftibje^ to his obedience, 
and the defence of the ifle againft foreign in- 
rafions. Thefe commiffioners he defired to bd 
^ fent .with expedition ; for that her majefty 
longed to have an end of the bufinefs, and 
could not grow to any refolution. till fhe had 
conferred with them, and underftood their 
minds<" 

w. Along with this, letter the earl of Suffex 
threw out fome heads of advice which had 
been dictated to bim by Elizabeth, and were 
plainly calculated for embarrafling, if not de- 
. . feating, the whole treaty, viz. " As, firft, if 
ihe fiiould happen to be refiored to her crown, 
ajnd the king be made to demit the authority, 
it might be upon condition that in cafe of. her 
death, or the breach of the prefent agreement, 
he might re-enter to the* kingdom viritjiiout 
any folemnities to be ufed. Next, Th^t a 
council of both parties mig&tr,|^. provided tp 
her by the; queen of England^ for avoiding all 
forts of praftices. Thirdly, That the young 
king ihould be educated in the realm of. Eng* 
land, under the cuftody of fuch perfons as 
the nobility of his party ihould appoint ; which 
* 1 . * would 
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woidd be the greateft fur^ty for thofe that de- A.Diis7a. 
peaded on himy and tye his mother to the per-, 
forma^ce of the articles. Fourthly, That a- 
new acl of parliament fhouid be m^de for the 
eftabliihing of true religion, and obHvioh of * 
all injuries committed' on either fide. Fifthly, 
That the queen fhould giv6 fome principal men 
of hjer fide hoftages Co remain in England for 
fulfilling the heads of the agreement. Laftly, 
He advifed the regent to fend with the com* 
miflioners that fliould be employed in that er- 
rand, a writing figned and fealed by all the 
noblemen of the king's party, to (hew who 
they were that ftood on that fide : becaufe, 
befidea the credit it would bring to the caufe, 
the fame would be to good pnrpofe, howfo* 
ever matters went. For if the treaty fhould' 
break off, it would be feen who would main- 
tain and defend the king; or if otherwife- an 
accord were made, it would be known for 
what perfons the queen of England was to 
provide a furety.'* 
The anfwer of Lenox to this letter was' cjutiw 

anlwer of 

couched in cautious termi^. He lamented the ^'^^ 
caufes why the nobility adhering to the king 
were fo few ; but^he ftill hoped to get a fuf-' 
ficiency of fubfcriptions for the cominiflion' 
defired. He begged to be held excufed from 
giving his private opinion in matters fo im- 
portant, becaufe he had fworn, when he ac-- 
cept^d the regeucy, to confult with the nobi- 

Sf2 lity 
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gard (o ^)ie ^ommi.^o.aej^ he . ppromifed that; 
^ fopn ^& )^& ]^D€w gi wha^t i|uality the com-^ 
spi^pners pf th« Iprd^ of Mary's party were 
^ft tjc, te WPnW ^gy»i|iAte |hQ ^ kkg'^ cQaxmif? 
fioners accordingly ; v^A th^t o^a ma}ei)|a£ion 
fl^oul^ bp giyea to ^h* fcfi«^^ XR thoir jaur- 
i^ey ; but thai in: the^ m^an tlaaue the cou&al: 
had appointed Fitca,iri;\j abhoA of Dt^iXuf^rmUngy 
tpi repair to. £U;sa,^4$ih witk their ioArudioos. 
. This abbpJI was a gi^^t favourite with Mor-i 
^p, whp prevaUed with Lenox to depi7i\re 
liAaitland pf th^ fecr^t^iryfiiip, aod to pirodaixa 
Ifiax a traitor for being concerned in Bamley^s 
igokUrder^ and to foufeit his eftate. Mailland 
blamed I^orton for this hard uiage^ which was 
the naore oxticaordinaryy as he had been bat a 
fe^ mouths before moft folemnly cleared by 
lyj^rtoz^ hii^&lf» and. the lords of parliament, 
j^pm. ha:ving any. concern ijjl than murder, and 
a>. h^ hehi the fjxret^ryihip. by their authoaaty, 
inquiry^ Hc fecms, howcvcr, tp have, been confcious^ 
^' *•-• pf foriae p^t, at Icaft, of the charge ; for in a 
Ijl^ttcr h^ wrpte tp a friend upon, the fubjed, 
wc; find th^ following ecji^ivocal period : ^ He 
(I^prton) wasr the chief procurer ^nd foHcitoc 
pf . my pretended forfeitore^ for a crime 
whereof, ^e. l^nows in hi^ cpnfipience» I wa^ ag. 
innoqent a$. himfelf," When this letter wa^ 
Ihewi^ tOj Morton, hq pretended, in ^fsyer,^ 
that Mait^Bd.hajd.CQnfrfifed. hifc guilt tP him-. 
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• By a l^tteir fro9i the bifliop o§ Rflfss we un*? ^^ 's?^ 

derAand that Elia^beth hi^a ^Wolutely refiifed ^l^^^ 
%o A^fibr IVfaitlaix4 to Hpm to iiQndQH as o^f 
ef Mary's commiflio?iers ; but tb^ good bi* 
{hop defire^ hiin %o continue his ff r^k^s t;o her 
jn Scotland during the tin^e of the treaty. 
V Affure yourfelf (fays he) no diligence lh»U i>»pfi«ty«f 
tie omitted to procure fupports fortis pf ^U ofRoiu 
parts where it may be had. We will npt re* 
fufe tl^ ^id neither of papift^ Jew» nor Gentile^ 
after my advice ; and tq this end» during this 
treaty, let aU things be well prfjpaned/' Th« 
bilbop ne;xt iBf<jrap Waitland of the good difiP 



pofition of the court of Spain» add that vMtf 
ney was ready in Flanderp to be remitted fof 
Mary's fervice, efpeeiaWy fojr fortifying the caf- 
tie of Edinburgh. 

The inftriidions given to Pitcairn, after pay-i: SSSLi 
itng great compliments to Elizah^thy contained 
^emonftrances agalnik all that had been done 
er propofed at Chatfworth; and put her. in 
mind that Mary vrould regard the terms tk^ 
more than fhe did the refignation flie made of 
her crown at Lochleven. They contained 
Ukewife a reprefentation (to the particulars of 
which the reader can be no ftranger) of the va- 
ifious dangers to which England as well aa 
Scotland muil be expofed^ if Mary Ihould qb'^ 
tain her liberty. Elizabeth (after acquainting ^^* ^ 
Pitcairn that none of the articles concerning, 
the fiate of Scotland had been figned) promifed» 

as 



/ 
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A p. 1570. afiufiialy that if it appeared to her the king's 
lords had done to her nothing but what they 
icould juftify, flie would efpoufe their quarrd. 
" Othei^ife (continued flie), if they were not 
able to juftify their caufe by fuch evident rea- 
fons as might fatisfy her majefty in confcience, 
and make her anTwer the world in honor, (he 
would neverthelefs, for that natural love flie 
bare to the king her near kinfman, and the 
good will Ihe carried to the noblemen that 
ftood for his authority , leave no means unpro- 
vided for their fafeties.*' In the mean while, 
as the armifiice was almofl: expired, ihe de* 
fired, or rather commanded, that it Ihould be 
prolonged to the following March. 
iitry*! The commiffiohcrs named by Mary were the 

^^^' lord Levingfton, the bilhop of Rofs, and Alex- 
^^* andcr Gordon bilhop of Galloway, commonly 
called archbiihop of Athens. This prelate was 
of the Huntley family, and had been named 
to the archbifliopric of Glafgow; and. being 
difappointed of that, he had been made arch- 
bifliop of Athens by the pope, and was after- 
wards made archbifliop of Galloway, and ab- 
bot of Inchafray, but was one of the firft 
prelates in Scotland who had embraced the 
reformed religion. Mary was juft recovered, 
through the ftrength of her conftitution, from 
a dangerous illnefs, when her. commiffioners 
arrived at Sheffield, which was then the place 
of her confinement, 00 the twenty-third o£ 

December. 
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December. Lefl^y undertook the management a. d. 1570*, 
of the negociation ; and, in his pragmatical; 
manner, he poiled on from. ShejSiel4y before they^*^ 
fet out, to prepare Elizabeth to receive them*- 
They arrived at Hampton-court on the four- is7«» 
teenth of January ; but Elizabeth (eemed to be. 
fomewhat piqued at their not being perfons o£ 
greater confequence: Lefley complained bitterly 
of the infringemenjLs of the armiftice. in Scot- 
land, by the regent and his party, and iniiftqd 
upon proceeding in the treaty immediately, 
without waiting f or - the arrival of the other 
commiffioners. By this he meant that Elizabeth ^%l^ 
{hould put the laft hand to the perfional treaty 
between her and Mary, which ibe herfelf fai^ 
was almoft as gQod as concluded ;' fo that, at the 
arrival of the' king's commifliouets, nothing 
but the articles relating to. the fubjeAs of Scot* 
land fliould retrain unadjulled. Elizabeth af- 
fected to treat the bilhop and his fellow^coni'' 
miflioners with the greateft candour and re<* 
gard. She promifed that ihe wpuld fee all in^^ 
fradions of the armifiice duly redreffed ; and 
ihe even fent a. letter to inform the regent tha't if 
he^(\elayed longer to feijid up his commiffioners, 
ihe was refolved to finiih the treaty without 

them. 

Lenox had fummoned the nobUity to meet Dmraaiom 
him in the beginning of January, to make 
choice of commiffioners, and to draw up their 
inftructions. Kirkaldy had now declared openly 

for 
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A. b. ts7o. agreed that the young king of Scotland ihouM 
be put into Elizabeth's hands, both as hoftagi^ 
and pupil.^ It was added^ that their confeht 
t^s abfolutely neeeiSary for executing that 
article, as the rfegfetft and has party were in pof* 
feffiOn of the young king's perfon. 
I'bdr'pio- A paper, which the reader will find in the 
•'*^ notes *, was likewife put into Morton's hand, 

* ** Firft, That in regard her foA had been crowned king, by 
virtue of her demifTion, and his coronation ratified by the three 
efbitesof parliament, and that fince that time a great numbef 
of the fubje^ts hadprofeled obedience to him and his regents, 
wluch was to be intci*preted in the bed pait, as done out ot 
duty, and not out of any ill iriind towards their queen ; the obe« 
dieiKe fo yielded to the King and bis regents, ihould be allowed 
from the time of the demiflipu of the crown, made by her, unto; 
the refumption of ttie fame : and all ilian'ner of a6ts done iince 
that 'tim^ iit tht; adntiniftration of juAice, and foi^ goTtrnment 
of his date, ihould be reputed good and lawful^ or at Icaft re-. 
viewed and confirmed in the next parliament, after confidera- 
tion taken of tlie fame fey twelve lords, whereof fix (hould be 
named by the queei) and her commiflioners^ and the other fix by 
the commiffibners k>r the king's part. . 

*' Second, That all ftatutes and ordinances inade concerning 
matters oi' reHgion/ and the minifters thereof, fined the fam& 
time, ihould be obferved by all the fubjefls of Scotland, and no 
f ardon rior difp^nfatfon granted in time coming to any perfbn 
iKof obferving the fan>e, whhput confent of the faid twelve 
lords. 

* '* Third; That all proceffes, fentences, and judgments, giveir" 
either in caufes civil or criminal,, imce the faid time, wherein 
the order of the laws of the realm had been obferved, ihould re- 
main in foi-ce, ahd only fuch fentences as had "been prbnounced, 
^tl)«r jn'tfaf name of the knag or queen, againlt ^y perfon,. 
for not obeying or acknowledging either of their titles, be rc- 
icindedjthe feiitences always pronounced againft the earl of 
Bothwell, or any others, &r the muider of the queen's huiband, 
Handing good and valid. 

*< Fourth, That all ecclefiailical benefices and temporal of- 
fices^ 'whkh have ufually. continued in the pcrfort of any, du'-; 
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C9flt»ining the heads of the paciEcatioft agree<i, ^■^- '«''• 
ea by the Englife miniftry. The anfwer of the 

i^Qg the term of life, ihouJii itn^ain with the «ime perfons that 
held them at the time of the queen's demiffion 5 ^'^''Yu'^^Vf' 
as may be proved to have confented to the murder of her hul- 
band, or that have left them iipon recompeoce,an4 with' thew:. 
ovn confents : in which cafes the prcfent poflcflbrs (hould enjoy 
the* fame, unlefs they were uncapaWe, and declared by the 
twelve lords to.be fu(:h« . . 

« Fifth, That all ftrcpgths, caftles, and houfes, appcrtaming 
to the crown, fliould be reftored to the poffeffion of thofe who 
held them at the time of the queen's demiffion, except they had 
I^ted tbere,with upon agreement; in which cafe the queen, wifh 
confent of the faid twelve lords, or the moft part of the council, 

ihould difpofe thereof. 

, " Siotth, That the jewels, plate, moveables, and . implements . 
of houfes, belonging to the queen at the time of her demiffion, 
niould be reftored, provided the moneys which any had laid out 
for the fame, were repaid ; and for fuch as had been put away 
by the direftion of the rejgents or council, that recompence 
Ihould be made, by the queen, to the party according to the juft 

value. , . ,. ^ r 

" Seventh, That a law (hould be eftabliflied m parliament, tor 

oblivion and remiffion of all things done fmce that time, after the 

fame manner th^t was 4one in the year 1563. Providing, not the 

lefs, that the comptroller, treafurer, and other receivers of the 

crown revenues, (hould give an account to the queen of all fums of 

money, or other profits which had not been expended, bona fide, 

for the affairs of the realm, or by order and warrant from the re- . 

gent, and others trufted with thofe affairs j neither (hould the re- . 

miffion be extended ^o any that had taken by .force any houfes, 

caftles, lands, or heritages, belonging to others, but rcftitiition . 

ftiould be made thereof to the party difpoffelled, or to his , heirs, ^ 

till the fame, by order of law, be juftly determined. In like 

manner, concerning goods moveable, taken away from the owners 

againft thdr wills, and being yet in their own nature cxtant.- 

tbat reftitution (hould be made thereof. And becauie mauf 

4oubts might arife up09 this article, the fame (hov)d be deter^- . 

itiined by the forefaid twelve lords or others, as ^as d^vifefi fof - 

the execution of the ai5t made anna i^z- 

" Eighth, That, for the more quiet government of the realm, 

tl>ere (hould be appointed a privy council, which (hould condft of 

twelve lords fpiritual and temporal, befides the other ordinary 
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A. D. 2571. earl of Morton to thofe demafirds' was to the 
fbllowifig purpofo : *^ We have feea and con- 
fidered the note of the heads which is thought 
of by ybur lordfliipsj for pacification bet\«^ixt 
the queen, mother to the king our fovereign, 
ind his fubjeds, for the conttoVeriy of the title 
of tly; crown of Scotland betwijct liis highftefs 
and the faid queen his mother; if it be found 
probable, that her demiiSon of the crown may 
be, and is lawfully to be, revoked by her. 

^ And therewithal! we have diligently perufed 
our commiflion and inllrudions, to know how 
far we tnight enter into treaty tipon the fame 

officers that do ufually attend. And that the fald council fhould 
be eflablifhed with the like provifions that were made at the re- 
turn of the queen out of* France, anno 1561 ; fo many as were 
thert counfellors, and yet alive, being counted of that number ; 
and that the earl of Lenox^ bec^ufe he was moli bound by na« 
lure to take care of the king,- ftiould be one of the council, and 
have place therein according to this degree. 

** Ninth, That for the greater fafety of the king's perfon, he 
ihould be brought into therealm of England, and there governed, 
by fttch noblemen of Scotland as depend of him $ fo as he may bs 
cyer ready to be reftored to the crown, if the queen, his mother, 
break the covenants agreed "^betwixt her and the queen of £ng« 
land. 
' ' ** Tenth, That for his entertainment he ihould not only have 
the revenues which the princes of Scotland in former times pof- 
ftffed, but alfo the rents and'ofhces belonging fome time to the 
earl of Both well. -y 

*« Eleventh, aiid laft. That a convenient nvlmber of hoftages, 

' being all noblemen, and of thofe who have adhered to the queen, 

and fblicited her delivery, fliould enter into England, to remain 

therefor aflurance of obferving the conditions made both to the 

'* king of Scots and the Aibje6ls under his obedience, and. to the 

^uecn of England for the peace and quiet of her dominions } and 

.;; t>at the faid hoftages ihould bfe entered into England before the 

.^^ of Scots ihall be put at liberty,** Spotfyvood; p; 849, 250, 

heads. 
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licads^ for iatisfaftion of the queen's mtjtfty A.D»i|yu 
and your lorddiips, to ^whoift the hearing of 
the caufe is appointed But after confideration 
of the £iniei we find ourfelves iio way«.abjc or 
fuificienUy authorii^ed to enter into any treaty 
or confereUte touching the king our fovereign's 
crowD) th@ abdication or the diminution of his 
ibvereignty^ or the removing of bis perfon t 
for as we prof^fi ourfelves his highnefi's fub* 
je^Sy having nO power or commiffioa but of 
his majefiy to treat for hku, in his name and 
behalf^ in matters tending to the mainteoaited 
of the true religion, and fdr th^ incfeafe and 
continuance of th6 amity and common quiet 
of both the realms ; fo can we Aot prefume to 
abufe the fame our (^mmiffioni in any cafe 
that may prejudge him ; which we trUft youf 
honours will well ccmfider of, and allow of the 
fame accordingly." 

Elizabeth pretended to be highly difabliged 
for their prefuming to obftrticl the progrefs of 
the treaty, and again called upon them to 
juftify their condud: againft their miftrefi* 
Morton, upon this, gave in a long paper juf- 
tifying the depofitiqh of Mary . from civil, 
canon, and municipal laws, ftrengthened b^ 
examples drawn from Scotch hiflorians, and the 
opinions of divines. It is here extremely te- 
markable, that no notice is taken either by Eli- 
zabeth or Morton of the filVer-bd:« papers, 
though they were formerly held as the <;hief, 

if 
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A^i57i« if not the fole, evidences of Mary's guilt ; and 
though Elizabeth had declared, that if they 
could be proved to have been written by Mary, 
flie never would fuffer her to be reftored to her 
crown; Morton was fo fenfible that Elizabeth 
knew them to be forged, that he did not even 
Venture to mention them, and far lefs to pro- 
duce them ; though, had they been genuine, the 
fight of them would have fufficiently anfwered 
her demand. Elizabeth at their next audience 
informed them, that ihe was by no means fatis- 
fied with their reafons, and that (he highly re- 
lented the bitter fpeeches and indecent liber-. 
ties which they ufed in depreffing the authority 
of princes : flie therefore defired that they 
would go to the fecond head, and devife what 
they judged moft expedient for their king's and 
their own fafety. Their anfwcr was, that they 
had no orders to treat concermng the diminu* 
tion of their king's authority, and that they 
would have rcjefted any fuch c6mmiffion,had it 
been offered. them. At the fame time they 
begged that they might be permitted to return 
to their own country. Elizabeth referred them 
to her council, who demanded their anfwer as 
to the heads of the pacification ; but their an^ 
fwer was, as before, a total negative to any thing 
that might injure or diminiih their king's au- 
thority. 

^eaego- During this tranfaftion between Elizabeth 
ajid the regent's cbmmiflionerS| conferences 

were 
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were going on between thofe of Mary aoid A.D.rsjgM 
the Englifh miniftry. The lord keeper Bacon, 
perceiving that the former more than fufpefted 
Elizabeth's and Burleigh's intention to be only ' 

to gain time, and therefore refufed to agi^e to 
the proportion of putting the forts into the 
hands of the Englilh, told them very plainly 
that all the forts and nobility of Scotland 
were not an adequate fecurity for the quiet of 
England : << And (added he) would the queen of 
England take advice, and good advice too, (he 
never would fuffer the queen of Scotland to de« 
part out of her hands." This audience^Jn fad, 
finifhed this promifing treaty; but Elizabeth 
endeavoured to varnifli over the inconfifiencies 
and duplicity of her^ condud. She obferved, 
though ihe detefted the general dodrine of de<- 
pofing fovereigns, . yet that when it was applied 
to the partiicular conftitution of Scotland^ ihe 
could not blame the young king's commiilion- 
ers for. not agreeing to any definitive articles 
without taking the fenfe of their parliament,, 
which was to meet in the May following; and 
therefore fhe gave Morton leave to return to 
Scotland for new powers, with a promife to 
Mary and her commiiSoners that ihe would re- 
new the treaty next May. In the mean while 
ihe wrote a moll fcandalous letter to the earl Dated 
of Shrewfbury, informing him» that as ihe knew ^ 

Mary and her friends would look upon this de- 
lay in the very woril light, and confequently 

re- 
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AP.1571. ccaew their practices againft her ftate audi 
im h&r efcape^ that therefore he ihould take 
4)ecial good heed to his charge. 

^ the great • As .Ulisabeth had forefeen, Mary no fooner 

w|»ieaiure ' 

•r Marjr heani that the treaty vras protraded,' thai^ Ihe 

MM Ber - ^ r* 

broke out iftto the xnoft bitter invedive? againit 
Elizabeth and her minifler9f Lefley, at the 
fame^ime, treated all Elizabeth's pretexts for 
the delay as a mere far€6«> He put her coud* 
iellors \R mind that Morton could bring no 
new powers but hoxn thofe who were Mary's 
declared enemies, and equally guilty with 
himfelf ; that both Elizabeth and Kandolph, 
her minifter in Scotlaad, had repeatedly de- 
clared that Lenox bad no will but hers ; and 
that lie durfi do nothiag but as ihe ihould di^ 
Ted t that nothing had arifen in the courfe of 
the treaty but what Elizabeth might eafily have; 
foremen.; and that it was plain, frpm the 
whole complei^on of th^ negotiation, it was 
a game of date, contrived to ke^p his miftrefs 
in perpetual durance. No anfwer, at lead 
none that was fblld, could be given tq thofe 
comj^nts ; but Elizabeth endeavoured to 
ibften I.efley by promifisg to renew the nego** 
tiatiofi» and to bring it to an abfolute conclu^ 
fioQ the following May, ^nd owning, that ihe' 
perceived from Morton^a commiffion that he 
required new powers. The Englifh. miniftera 
made ufe of the fame language; but Lefley, 
who was re-infpirited by the freih fupplies of 

money 
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caoney^ and promifes oi affiftance, wliich A* P* is?!* 
Mary and her party had received from 
abroad^ told the^ra plainly, that he had been 
abufed by the hopes they had given him of 
the negotiation ; that he had abufed hk mUs- 
jtre& and hif country in afijating them of it6 
fuccefs ; that he fhquld betray them if he wag 
to advife their negotiating any longer ; and 
therefore warned them to provide for their 
iafety, and that of their country, unleft tfaeit 
miftrefs was prevailed upon immediately to 
put the laft hand to the treaty. To this it 
saras anfwered, ^^ that Elizabeth herfelf was the 
beft judge of that meafure.'' And thii« the 
conferences betwixt them and JUfley, at that 
time, broke off. 

The French and Spanifli embaffadors being whofaina 
informed of what had pafied, wpr^ of opir Morton 
nion that Morton ought either to be dejtaiiied pIrtV '' 
at London, or brought over tb Mary's intereft. 
A conference was accordingly propofed be- 
tween him and her commiifioners^ Morton 
pbjeded toJLefley's being prefent at the inter- 
view ; but a^eed to confer with Mary's other 
two cpmmi^oners, who found him fo deter- 
mined an enemy, to her caufe, that the meet- 
ing broke up without any eSed, and Elizabeth 
licenfed Morton and his aflbciatds to return to ^ 
Scotland.. As to Mary, ihe complained that 
her enen^ies in Scotland . were fupported by 
jBngland in th.eir hoiUUti^s againft her friends, 

Voj.^ VII. Vn while 
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A.p.i57t, while her allies abroad, in confideratioti of the 
armifiice, delayed fending any troops to her 
affiftance; and therefore Jhe was refolved not 
to prolong the truce, but to leave her 
friends at liberty to defend themfelves, and 
annoy, her enemies. In the mean time, fhe or- 
dered the lord Levingfton and the bifliOp of 
Galloway to'^rcpair to her. Elirabeth gave 
them fafe-condufts, and ordered Leftey to 
leave London at the fame time ; but he infiiled 
upon the privileges of "an embaflador, anfd the 
commands of his miftrefs to remain where he 
was. Elizabeth repeated her orders, but re- 
ceived the fame anfwer ; fo that flie ^as driven 
to the alternative of either fuflFering the bi- 
ihop to continue his dangerous praftices at 
London, or to deny him the privileges of an 
embaflador. , - ' 

cwi wir Mary had great reafon for complaining of 
Scotland, the armiftice in Scotland. Lord Semple had 
poffefled himfelf of the abbey of Paifley, which 
was the private property of lord Claud Ha- 
. ^ilton, who accordingly difpofleffed him of the 
' houfe, and filled it with his own followers. 
Though this was a family quarrel, the regent 
coniidered it in another light ; and raifing fome 
forces he befieged the place, which was fur- 
rendered to him at difcretion ; and the gar- 
Xifon being carried to Edinburgh, all of 
them were hanged at the crofs, though lord 
Claud had, at that very time, a confiderable 

number' 
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number of the regent's friends bis prifoners* ii.D.^i57f« 
Tbi9 (ucce^ of the regent was fupported by 
the zeal of the clergy. Knox was fUll alive ; 
^nd he and his^ party declaimed with greater 
fury;,^an ever againft Mary and her friends^ 
Their expreffions pf rancour, which they 
threw out of their pulpits on that fubjed^ 
were unbecoming upt only chriftians, but 
men, and are therefore ihocking to humanity. 

The day after the armifiice was expired, the f^^^'^^ 
regent executed a fcheme which he had formed ^y the rf 
fqr furprizing the caftle of Punibarton. That 
fortrefs was commodioufly fituated for Mary's 
party in the well, and had been of vaft fer-* 
vice to her . affairs. It was commanded by lord 
Fleming, who prefuming on the natural 
firength of the place, was far from being 
firid: as to the difcipline of his garrifon. The 
caftle itfelf was fituated on a rock, high, and 
almoft inacceilible, and in an angle formed by 
the confluence of the rivers Clyde and Leven, 
froQi whence there opens a plain, which lex- 
tends about a mile to the foot of adjoining 
mountains. Inihprt, its natural ftrength was 
{uch,, th&t it was at this time deemed impreg- 
nable. The regent communicated his fcheme 
to one c^ptaia Crawford of Jordan-hill, who 
aflbciated with himfelf two other captains, 
Hume and Ramfay, who were likewife brave 
experienced officers. They foon fQund out 
one Robertibn, who had been a foldier of 

IT u 2 the 
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A. D. 1571. the garrifon^ was acquainted with every foof 
of the rock where thtf caftlef was accei&ble, 
and who, from fome peffanal '<£fgnlt he had 
received, appeared as willing, to lead the at*^ 
tempt, as they were ta engage hinr; for he 
put his daughter and fdn4ii*law in the tegeilt'ar 
hands as pledges for his fidelity, which waa 
farther fecured by a confiderable fum advanced, 
orpromifed him. Scaling-ladders being abfo* 
lutely neceffary, they were provided ; But aa 
the march of the troops' neceflary for the en- 
terprize, might come to the knowledge of the 
garrifon, a party of light horfe, under one 
Cunningham, was fent the day before to cut 
off all communication between the caftle and 
the adjacent country, Crawford^ marched with 
his men from Glafgow ; and hj niidnight he 
was joined by the other two oificOT, with a 
hundred more. Being arrived at the bottom 
d the rock, he, for the firft time, opened to 
his party the noble fervice in which they were 
to be engaged ; Ihewed them ttobertfon, who 
was to lead' them bnj and acquainted them, 
that if ihe hearts of any among them failed, 
<hey Were then at liberty to depart. This was 
^. fo far from being the cafe, that each contehdecf 
for a, fhare of the honour^ About an Boiir be« 
fore day-break, the moon, xfrhkh before Wa* 
bright, being then clouded^ they appfied^ their 
ladders to that part of the rock which was* 
Mgbeft, and therefore the woift guardecf]^ At 
" '■• ' "* '•••firft 
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£rft the ladders flipped, and thofe who were A.ai57i«- 
mbuDting them tumbled down; but thi^circum-' 
fiance, difcouraging as it wasr, eiicreafed their- 
tefolution, and at the fame time their caution. 
They refitted their ladders With greater firm- 
ne^ ; fo that Robertfoii and Crawford gained 
the middle of the rock, where they found an 
afli fhrub growing in a ftatp which g^^ them 
« the conireniency of ifanding. By; fixing the 
ropes to this Ihritb, thofe behind them were 
enaUed to motinc the fiat, and to draw their 
ladders after them. Thefe being planted anew^- 
they l)egan again. to mount; but one of the 
foldiers, when micMiigh, was feized with an; 
apoplectic fit, which rendered him immdrea* 
ble. This might have difconcerted their ope-^ 
rations, as they thought it would Eate been 
cruel to throw him down, bad not GrSrwford, 
with admirable prefence of nbin^, ordered 
the man to be tied to the ibunds, and the lad* 
der Co be. turned; fo that the whole party; 
mounted over, hh belly to the top of ithe rock 
Ob which the wall was built It waswitfa ibme 
difficulty that they f aftened their ladders anew^ 
but nothing could withftand their; refolntidn ; * 
and Ramfay was the firft who gained . the top 
of the wall, whef e he difpatched with one 
blow a centinel who had alarnied the garrifbn. . 
Thefe were thrown into fuch confieniation, . 
that they ran different way;, without afienibling 
in a body, or making refilbnce} fo that the af» 

failants 
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A.D. 1571. fiulants fliouting out " a Darnley ! a Darnley l^* 
became mafters of the cannon and the mag^-* 
zines. ' The governor was the only perfpn in 
the garrifon ^ho made his efcape in a ^all boat^ 
which carried him to Atgyltfliire; 
The aicii- Beiides the common foldiers, the archbifhdp 
AB(inw*t ^ of St. Andrew's and Vetac the French ambaf* 
fador were made prxfoi^er^. The latter was 
fet at liberty next day ; but the former^ i^kh 
two other gentlemen of d>ftin6tioili were fent 
Ayrii s* under a guard Co Stirling. In the afternoon of 
the morning that this exploit, one of the moft 
]ia2artIous and difficult of any that hiftory can * 
produce^' \^as performed^ th^ regent arrived in 
cMiemwd peribn at Dumbarton. Af tct reviewing the in- 
aod est. credible diffijc^ulties of the undertakings he paid 
a vifit ta the .^overnor'^ lady> whom he treated 
with the greateft poUtenels and generoiity ; for 
he not only allowed her to carry ofiF her plate 
and furnituce^ but he even fettled upon her 
part of her hufband^s eftate, which had been 
forfeited in the beginning of Murray's regency. 
Three days after, the archbifbop was indi^^ed 
of high trealbn upon the following heads : firft, 
<^ That he knew, and was participant, or ac- 
complice, in the murdering of king Henry, the 
queen's hufband. Secondly,' That he confpired 
agaihft the king^s perfon at the murdering of 
the firft regent, intending to have furprized 
the caftle of Stirling, and, to have been mafter 
thereof at his pleafure. Thirdly, That he knew^ 

or 
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or was participant of, the murder of James earl ^^^ w»« 
of Murray, the late regent. Fourthly, That he 
lay in wait at the wood of Calendar, for the 
flaughter of Matthew earl of Lenox, the prefent 
regent/* 

It is difficult to fay what could be meant 
by this indictment, iince the bifliop, in fad, 

. • • • 

was not fentenced upon it Being called to the 
bar, he very properly infifted upon being pro- 
ceeded againft in the common methods of trial, 
and to be allowed a farther day. His requeil 
not being complied with, he behaved with a 
calmnefs and dignity fuitable to his chara^er. 
He folemnly denied the firft, fecond, and fourth 
articles of his charge ; but to the third, if we 
are to believe a contenaporary authority, he 
candidly anfwered, " I not only knew thereof, 
and would not ftop it, but rather furthered the 
deed thereof, which I heartily repent, and afk 
my God mercy for the fame *." One Robertfon^ 
a pfieft, was brought to convict him upon the 
firft article; but all his evidence amounted 
only to a confeffion which had been made 
to him by one of the archbilhop's fervants 
upon his death-bed. Upon the whole, none of 
the charges feem to have been proved, or at 
leaft the method of his trial was fo indefenfible. 



^ No mentioxi ^eing made of fuch a confeifion 1>y Buchanan 
or Kaox, the fa6^. is jufily queftionable, becauie, ha4 it been 
made, it would have gone far to have convi^ed the archbifhop up- 
on the indi^ment. 



that 
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jk»o. i57f . that he was condemned npoix s^ f^ntenc^ of 
forfeiture that had been pronoui^ced a^ai^ift Jhina 
in oijicpf the regent Murray's parliaments ; an4 
fo eager were his enemies for his bloody that he 
was, that very night, without regard to de^ 
cency or humaoity> hanged, upoo a gwwing 
tree. 

» 

Litctoftht Grpat pains have be^q. taken by Dr. ]\lacken* 
writer!. zie, and other writers qf ^ popilh caft, to vindir 
Hifch*. cate the charader of this prelate from the 
charges brought againft him by Buchanan and 
his enemies, fome of which are ridiculous, and 
others ill founded Aijiong thefe are incontir 
nency, while he was a young man i but it apf 
pears that he was mj^rried before he took or» 
ders, and that the fon he left behind him, wai; 
legitimate. It cannot be denied, that nptwithr 
Handing his attachment to popery, he was mo^ 
derate in his religious fentiments, though th^ 
catechifm which he publiflied gives us no high 
idea of his theological learning. I have, in the 
courfe of this hiftory, pointed out the blameable 
parts of his conduct ; but in the main he appear^ 
to have been a prelate of great addrefs in bu- 
finefs, and well fitted to be the leader of a party. 
His chief political demerit was his. violent at* 
tachment to the family of Hamilton, the head 
of which was very unequal to the high ftation 
he filled ;fo that the archbiflibp Was under 
great difadvantage in being obliged to aft a 
fubordinate part under him and his eldeft fon, 

who 
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^ko died a lunatic. The ftnae family ileat iiii- a,d. jsji. 
pelled him to fome very im^opcr fte^ps immc- 
diately before Mary loft the battle of Langfidc. 
But, with ail his failings, it muft be acknolitr*^ 
ledged that he met vi^ith a hard fate chiefly 
through the averfion which the earl erf Lcnoi 
had to the Hamilton family^ ind an invincible 
prepoflefiion he retained of ^13 being accefibry 
to his fon*s death. To conclude : his death was 
an irreparable lofs to Mary and her friends, and 
may be confidered as giving the finiihing blow 
to the popiih intereft in Scotland^ which had 
hitherto been fupported by the heads x)f the Re* 
formation. Though this may feem to . many 
of my readers a paradojK, yet nothing is more 
certain than that the proteftant nobjiefnep^ 
finding their preachers were detori^ined to kf^Jiff 
the church livings (many of which were in Iji^y 
hands) brought to account, and vefted in thenar 
felves, oppofed them vigorouflyf and chofe thi£ 
the revenues ihould remain )^ith the p9{»& iuf 
cumbents, rather than that 4bey &ouId parf 
with what they had fo rapadonfly and iU^gall^ 
acquired ; but of thh more here^ter. 

The fcandalous manner in wHfh tbc Juccidii* M*^*'?'^ 
fliop of St. AndreMr's had tjeen ve;icefiuited, tk& <^f £<>'<'- 
lofs of Dumbarton, and, aboyi9 ,iiH^ tbe tec adt* 
ment of Mary by Elizabeth, ex^ii^eiiateil Mary's 
friends in Scotland to the laft.degnse.; And tbey 
no fooner undecftood that Mary had ordered ihe 
armiftice not to he renewed^ thxn ilnsf a^SsmM^ 

Vol. VII. X x their 
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A.D.1571. their whole force, with an intention to make 
fevere reprifals. Kirkaldy ftill kept poffeffion of 
. the caftle and town of Edinburgh, and had de- 
prived the citizens of all their warlike ma- 
gazines, by carrying them to his garrifon. 
The duke of Chatleheraut, the earls of Huntley 
and Hume, the lords Herries, Boyd, and other 
friends of Mary, repaired to that metropolis, 
where they took upon themfelves the exercife 
of the government. They required that Mary 
fhould be prayed for by name in the churches ; 
upon which Knox left the town, and the biihop 
of Galloway fuppfied his place as minifter of 
St. Giles's church. The regency of Lenox was 
declared to be illegal, and all his adherents 
were commanded to leave the town in fix 
hours. They compelled the clerks and keepers 
of the regifters to deliver up all the books and 
records relating to the parliament; and, in fhort, 
they omitted nothing that could render the 
meeting of the regent's party ineffedual. Mor- 
ton, who was the foul of the latter, ivithout 
being difconcerted by thofe threatening ap- 
pearances, feized and fortified Leith ; and after 
confulting lawyers, he found that the meeting 
of the parliament, which had been fummoned 
to Edinburgh, would be legal, if it was held in 
that part of the Cannongate which is within 
the franchifes of the town. 
The regent ^ To provide a proper guard to proteft the re- 
fiLent^a' gesit aud }us party, the two adive oificera 

the Can. «- /' 

noQgaco* ' .xlume 
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Hume and Ramfay were fent from Dalkeith to A'^.is/i, 
Leith, with money to hire foldiers. It ap- 
pears that the Cannongate, as well as Leith, was 
then in poffeilion of the regent; for when the 
two captains marched by the eaft part of the 
town, they wantonly fired fomfe ihot through 
the gate. The citizens were in no difpofitioa 
to refent this infult, and the party marching on 
returned with their recruits. They were eur 
countered by a detachment from the garrifon ' 
ojF the caftle, headed by fome of Mary's lords ; 
but the latter behaved ignobly, and, to the dis- 
credit of the caufe, were beat back into the 
town by the two captains. If the miferies of 
Scotland could admit of any addition, they re- 
ceived it on this occafion. Even children 
ranged themfelves under the banners of the 
two parties ; and among grown perfons their 
animofities were carried into bloodflied : fo that 
^t laft the foldiers of the two fadions took 
poffefEon of the houfes of the moderate party 
on each fide, and lawlefs fury every where pre^ 
vailed. Mary's friends, though the moft 
powerful, could not prevent the meeting of 
the regent's parliament in the Cannongate, un- 
der all the thunder of the artillery difcharged 
from the caftle. It confifted of the carls of 
Morton, Mar, Glencairn, Crawford, (now of 
the king's party) Buchan, and Monteith ; the 
Jords Keith and Graham, as proxies for their 
Others; the carls of MarfhalandMontrofe; th§ 

X X ? Jords 
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^. a ij7«. Idrds LindfeyjHtith vcn, Gla tAis, Teller, MethveiJ, 
Ochiltree and Cathcart^ two bifliops, nitke ab- 
bots and priors, with twenty commifljofiers di 
burghs. Short as the time of their fitting was, 
th^y forfiblted Maitland, as guilty of high 
ifczton for bdtig an advifer of Darnley's murr 
der. His brother, who was prior of Colding- 
)iam, underwent the like fentence ; as did the 
«bbot of Kilwinning, the Ton of the late at ch- 
bifliop of St. Andrew^s, and feveral otjier friend^ 
pf Msiry. This bufinefs being finifiied, the par- 
Uament t^as prorogued to the thirtieth of Au? 
guft, to reaflfemble at Stirling. 
Morton oV It would tifiB the reader's patience to enter into 
trchbiihop. a detail of the frefh miferies which thofe for- 
Andrew*!, feitures occafioned in Scotland. The regent, 
who went from Edinburgh to Stirling, and 
who confidered himfelf in fome fenfe as a 
foreigner or an Engliflims^n, looked upon all 
the horrors of civil war with gre^t indifference, 
and fometimes with pleafure, when they were 
difcharged againft his enemies the Hamiltons. 
Morton r^mMned at Dalkeith ; but fo hated and 
unpopular, that he was obliged to hire a guard 
pf Dahifh foldiers to protect his perfon. He 
Jiad his eye fixed upon the archbHhopric of St, 
JiVndre^'B, which he had pcrfuaded the regent 
lo beftow upon a gentleman of the name of 
Douglas ; and by his advice he took upon himfelf 
\ht title of archbiihop, thbugh the earl was to 
iP^PfS fl*? chief part pf the revenues, which 

he 
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.he was anally in pofleffion of. This raifed an k. t>. isf^ 
outcry agaiftft him atnong th€ cki^gy of aU 
pcrfuaiions ; but he fet them at defiance ; and 
in order to fecurc his new acquifition, he had 
fome thoughts of ^ pacification ; and for that 
pufpofe he hijd a private conf eren<r c with the lord 
Boyd, to whom he delivered his plan, drawn 
pp with his pwii hand^ Boyd carried it to 
^lary 's loFds at Edinburgh, who were nowfo con- 
fident of fuccefs that they rejefted it; and they 
became fo fiifpicious of Boyd, that from being 
one of Mary^sfirmeft friends, he was now forced 
to attach himfelf to the oppofite party. The 
confidence of the royalifts was cncreafed by the 
•arrival 6f Sir James Kirkaldy, brotha: to the 
governor of the cattle, from France, and his 
bringing with him a fupply of ten thoufand 
crowns, and a Is^rge quantity of arms and ammu* 
^tion. Kirkaldy landed his cargo it Leith ; 
^ftd though the fortified part of that town Was 
in the hands of the regent, yet he was fo well 
protected by a ftrong detachment fent from 
Edinburgh, that the money, arms, and z 
large quantity of wine, .were carried without 
refiftance to the cattle. After this, the foyalifla 
diftributed parties of foldiers through different 
quarters of the town, and orde^^d all the tc^ 
gent's party to leave it. Uponifhe regent's re* 
treat to Stirling, the loyalitts burnt the houfe 
where his parliament had met, and the houfes 
pf his friends in the fqburbs, and made dif- 

pofitions 
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A. D. 1571. pofitions for parfuing him to Stirling; but 
they found that it was too late, he having 
puflied forward with the horfe, and the earl of 
Morton having returned to Dalkeith with the 
foot. 
He keeps Had it uot been for the condud and intrepi- 
uth aa4 dity of Morton, who ftill kept pofleifion of 
Ldth and Dalkeith, the king's party muft at 
this time have been extinguifhed ia Scotland. 
Beiides his Danifh guard, which had been 
brought over by one captain Wemys, he had 
with him a fmall body of veteran foldiers, who 
had ferved under the regent Murray. WeU 
knowing, however, the weaknefs of the re^ 
gent's party, and coofcious of his o^n unpo*- 
pularity, he fecretly advertifed Elizabeth in 
what a dangerous condition her friends were in 
Scotland, and the neceflity of her interpofing 
to fave . them. Elizabeth (who ftill affeded a 
great Ihew of impartiality) ordered Drury, the 
marfhal of Berwick, to mediate between the 
two parties, and privately to confer with the 
regent's friends how to recover the calile and 
town of Edinburgh from the loyalifts. In the 
mean while, the Utter, in hopes of retrieving 
the reputation they had loft by not intercepting 
Morton, and ^^fuffering him to form, in a njan- 
ner, abIock^e;of the capital, by cutting off 
its fupplies of provifions, and preffing both men 
;sindhorfes into his fervice, formed a plan, which 
was Jo be conducted by the earl of Huntley 
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and lord Qaud Hamilton, for furprifing MOr- a. 0.1571, 
toijL at Dalkeith. They accordingly inarched 
out with a body of horfe and foot ; but as foon 
as day broke, they found Morton, who had been 
apprized of their intention^ ready to receive 
them at the head of a fmall but well difciplined 
party. Theloyalifls attacked him ; but, aotwith- a Oasam 
fianding their fuperiority of numbers, they were 
beaten.back: they foon, however, rallied, and 
returned to the charge. It is hard to fay what 
the event might have been, had not a quantity 
of powder which the loyalifis carried along 
with them taken fire, and killed a number of 
their men, with one of their moft adive officers. 
The lofs on both fides was inconfiderable ; but 
Mary's friends were difheartened by the mif- 
xarriage of the attempt, and the refolution with 
which the fmall handful under Morton fought. 

Such was the ftate of affairs when Drury ar- ^"^L?' 
rived at Edinburgh, where he was received EHsabc*. 
with great refpect by the loyalifts. The ap- 
pearance of a minifter from the queen of Eng- 
land gave fuch fpirits to the regent and his 
party, that they impowered Drury to demand 
that Kirkaldy fhould furrender the callle to 
the regent, who confented that he fhould 
march out with bag and baggage ; and that all 
the loyalifis fhould abandon the city, upon 
iflurances of a general indemnity for their re- 
bellion againft the young king. This condition 
was rejected, though the regent agreed that 

Kirkaldy 
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A.D.I57I, Kirkaldy fbould keep pofleffion of the caRld 
till the indemnity was expedited^ All that/he 
loyalifts could be brought lo, was to confent 
to withdraw their troops from the town, pro- 
vided neithct* the regent nor the eafi of Morton 
jhould enter it; and that Kirkaldy (hould fetaia 
no more than a hundred and fifty men, wha 
were to lye under the. cannon of the c^ftle, bei^ 
fides its ordinary garrifon : thofe terms being 
rejeftcd, the treaty came t;o nothings 
Uwju par- '^^^ loyalifts imagined that the name of a 
Jjj^^' parliament gave great f;atn5:ion to their enemies 
ifk the eyes of the public,and therefore refolved 
to avail th^mfelves of the fame advantage. 
They therefore fummoned a parliament ta 
meet on the fecond of June, in the town*houfe 
of Edinburgh. The members being accord^i 
ingly affembled, a paper, which Spotwood calls 
a Supplication, was prefented to them in the 
queen's name, reciting the treatment ibe had 
received when flte was forced to refign her 
croMrn, and defiring thern to declare the faid 
reiignation to be null in all time coming. The 
affembly agreed to this fupplication, and a fta- 
tute, was paffed declaring the nullity in the 
moft ample terms. By another ftatute it was 
ordained, *• That none fhould innovate, alter^ 
or pervert the form of religion and miniftration 
of facraments, prefently profeffed and efta- 
blilhed within the realm ; but that- the fame 
Ihould have free courfe, without any Ictt or im- 
pediment 
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itopcdimcfnt thi^reto." By tkc feme act, tM ^•^•»57i. 
fuper>QtefidaQCs» lUinifters^ e^biOf t^rs, aiad read** 
ers in chutches, were commwdedr in thet^ f^h^ 
lie fervice to pray for the qp^^sn, a$ ih6ir only 
fovereign, the. prince her foi}, the couttcil, tb^ 
nobility, and the whole body of the common* 
wealth; and that all coins and public vfls 
ihould run in li^r name. Thafk .ftatutes weri9 
proclaimed at Edinburgh on the thi|PteK;oth' of 
June \ not do I fi(id that the affembly went 
upon any other bufinefe, excepting ordering 
another parliament to be held inr Auguft. 

The regent and his party we|e all this whilQ jft^aJ.?*^* 
ftre^th€nii>g and (Enlarging the iortifi^cation^ ^^^^'^^ 
of Leith, and d^ily ikirmiihfs pafied betweeq 
the. two parties' almoil at th€( gatfs of Z^^r 
burgh, with various fuccefs* Dfrijry's negotiant 
tion flill went on; but the l^y^^iifts refolve4 
to attack Mortoi) once more. The latter df^w. 
out bis men in order of battle ;i and, notwith-^ 
fianding Drury's mediation, an engagement 
followed, in which Morton was again vifto-* 
rious* The loyalifts were driven back to £din«* 
burgh with confiderable flau^hter ; an hundred spotrwood« 
and fifty prifoners, among whom was the lord junexe. 
Hume, were taken, as were a number of 
horfes, and two field-pieces, all w)iich were 
carried in great triumph into Leith. The lord 
Hume was foon after exchanged' for the baron 
of Drumlanrig^ and other exchanges of tl^e. 
f^ine kind were noidde. In this .eAcgunt^r the 

Vol, VII. Yy moft 
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JLv. isiu moft confideraUe perfon who fell on the que^n^i 
fide was the abfiot of Kilwinning, who, tho^ 
devoted to the Hamilton family, h^d generally 
declared himfdf for moderate meafures. Mor-<> 
ton loft only captain Wemys, and a commoil 
foldier. 

2f*tjiT«°'* ' '^^'^ frefbi defeat, inftead of damping, exaP 
8»^* ' |3trated the loyalifts. They laid the blame of 
iBeir difgricc upon Drury's having betrayed 
them; and Kirkaidy told him to his face he 
had aded fo vile a part, that were it not that 
he refpefted his public chkrafter, he would 
fend him to prifon. Drury thre^ all the blame 
upon the earl of' Morton, and' was endeavour-^ 
ing to renew His negotiation, but the loyaliA^ 
refufed to hear him ; and all the favour he ob- 
tained was to proteft him from the incenfed 
foldiery till he reached Leith, to which place 
the regent repaired upon hearing of Morton's 
fuccefs in the late encounter. His proceedings 
were far from being fanguinary. One captain 
CtiUen, who had a handfome wife, was the only 
prilbner who fufFered death, the reft being dif- 
mifled upon their promifing not to fefve againft 
the king. 
A new flip. This moderation had an excellent eiFecif, ancf 
a^wi?" procured the regent many friends among the 
f™'"*"* country people; but while he remained -at 
Leith, a French fliip appeared in the Forth, on 
board of which were Verac, the French agent, 
and one Chiflxolm, an agent for Mary^ who 

had 
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hfed procured a freflx fapply of- men and arms ^y^'-^sr^* 
from the French king. Chilhbim having fomie.^ 
intelligence that Leith was in the hands of the 
king's party, privately landed the money^ and ' 
configned it to the abbot of Inch-colm* Not- 
withftanding his precaution, both he and Ve- 
rac were apprehended by the lord Lindfay. 
Verac's papers being feized, an account of the. 
money that had been given to Chiiholm wasv 
difcovered : and being put to the torture, he 
confefled all he knew of the money ; fo ,that 
the whole of it fell into the regent's hands,* 
as did the ihip, with all the arms and ammu-: 
Bition; but it was retaken, as it was failings 
for Stirling, by Sir David Spence, the moft' 
fortunate of all Mary's partizans ; and he car- 
ried the crew prifoners to Edinburgh, together 
yriih the valuable cargo h^ had recovered. 

While the civil war was thus rarino: in Ei»Mbeth't 
Scotland, Elizabeth fent frefli inftruftions to to Drui^ 
Drury to renew the armiftice, and offered to 
fend commiffioners to the borders, who ihould 
endeavour to reconcile both parties, and re* 
move all differences public and private. He 
was likewife to endeavour to prevent the 
meeting of either parliament in Auguft, and 
to ftop all forfeitures in the mean while, With, 
thofe inftruftions, a letter of fafe-conduft was 
fent, iropowering Kirkaldy to name any coin- 
miifioners he pleafed (M^itland, and the rc« 

y y 2 puted 
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A.D. 1571. {Nxted omrdercrs of Darojpy^ excepted) to txt^ 

vtith Elizabeth's commiffioners^ 

•It ttjcdtd Tbofe propo&ls wer^ equally difagreeable to 

^Lti^ faodi parties. The toy^liAs &iH continued to 

flatter themfelves «with the hopes of % powerful 

diverfion from FrauWt and fio regard wa$ paid 

\>y Kirkaldy to Eliaabeth's qS^s The regent, 

on the other hand^ found hmfi^ in a moit 

dUagroeaUe iitnation. He knew that he wajs 

hated by £Kzii>eth^ irfao had detained his wife 

ffcod family .as Iftoftages for his behaviour ; and 

he had difcovered that Morton was fecretly 

making intereft for the regei^cy, and ha4 

made adyances for tfa^t purpofe to fome of the 

loyalifts. The regent uxibofomed himfelf to 

his private favourite, Ramfay of Dfumqubai- 

fel, the fame whp had been fo adive in re* 

ducing the cafile of Dumbarton. Ramfay^ 

befides being an excellent officer, was reputed^ 

next to Maitland, to be the ableft politician, 

and the moft eloquent fpeaker in JScodand ; ft) 

that the regent, difgufted with Morton's ava* 

^e and overbearing behaviour, had thrown* 

his eyes upon Ranifay, as a counterpoife for 

chat inlblent nobleman. Morton more than 

fufpeded this by the regcnt^s late condud, 

and threatened to leave him to his own counr 

fels, and thofe of his favourite. Lenox had 

not firmnefs to carry his defign into execution ; 

and Morton refufing to be recgnciied to him 

upon 
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upon aciy othtf termS) he had the meanneis A.D.fS74 
to order Ram£ay» under a penalty, not to ap- 
pear vritbin ten mil^ of his perfon. 

Thus difagreeably circumftanced 'vas the vc- 
j^mtf when Drury called upon him to give an 
anfwer to Elizabeth's propofals concerning the 
aimiftice# It contained in fubftance, that he 
could grant none^ without evident prejudice 
to the king's caufe, as long afi Edinburgh wa« 
in the hands of the oppofite party ; th^t as ta 
other matters, he oould come to no refoluti<m . 
without confulting the fiates, who were to 
meet in Augufi, when he did not doubt they 
would give Elizabeth all reafbqable fatisfis^io^ 
It Was about this time that Mortoja^ to prove 
how well he deferved the regent's coniidenoet 
prevailed upon the itd of Argyle to accept 
q{ a place at the council«board, beings at the« 
fame timef appointed juftice-general, keeper ^^"^^^^ 
of the great feal, and lord high-chancellor of 
Scotland for life; The defecUon of this pow- 
erful nobleman, who had fo greatly diilin? 
guifhed himfelf in Mary's caufe, is, by Craw- 
ford, attributed, though I think without good 
jgrounds, to ignoble motives* He i^ys, tha( 
the earl, as well as the other new convert^ 
lord Boyd, had ample aflignments out of the 
patrimony of the church; and that he had 
changed his party that he might be divorced 
from his wife, and marry Boyd's daughter, 
who was one of the greatefl beauties of that 
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A^DAsh-' age *. It is far more probable, that both thofc 
noblemen, touched wJth the miferies of their 
country, had' gone over to the regent in hopes 
of endiug them by fome reafonable accommo* 
dation ; but this was* foon- found to be ini* 
praAicable. 
A Mhu The continuance of this bloody civil war . 
^ ' had exhaufted the nation fo much, that the af- 
fociators (for fo the regent's party was called) 
could raife and pay no more than a hundred^ 
horJTe, and feven hundred foot. The fianding ' 
forces paid by the loyalifts were no more than' 
a. hundred horfe, and five hundred .foot, ex-, 
dufive of Kirkaldy's garrifon* Wc are not,' 
however, to fuppofe, that thofe two bodies 
were the only ftrength of the two parties ; for 
there can be no doubt that the nobility and 
great landholders had their feparate foUowings,' 
who were not in regular pay. Some unfuc-^ 
cefsful attempts were made by the affociators 
to furprize the town of Edinburgh, which in- 
duced the loyalifts to fortify it towards the 
caft ; and fuch was the ftatc of the war, carried 
on by contemptible nun^bers, but with an in^* 
Vernal fpirit of revenge and animofity, when 
the parliament of both parties met, the one at 
Edinburgh, and the other at Stirling, towards 
the end of Auguft, inconfequence of their proroT 

• I meet with no mention in the laft publilhcd parage of 
Scotland, cither of this divorce or marrki^e, though both s^rc 
vtry confidently aiTerted by CrawfQfd. 

gation* 
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gation» According to archbifliop Spqifwood, ^•^•'55'<i 
that of the loyalifts fat down on • the twenty- 
fecond) and contained no more than two bi* 
fiiops and three noblemen who were- legally 
qualified to vote. They ventured,* however, 
to pronounce fentences of forfeiture, agaiuft 
two hundred of the oppofite party, in Vhich 
the rbgent, and all the noblemen who adhered 
to him, were included. 

The parliament of the affociators at Stirling l^^^ 
made a more brilliant appearance, and met on ^^^* 
the twenty- eighth of the iame month. The 
members; in general, were difpofed to a coidi*' 
tion,. to which the regent was by. nd means' 
averfe; but Morton, who had now entirely de^ 
voted himfelf to Elizabeth, and was^ fecure of 
her protedion, oppofed every meafute that 
could lead to an agreement; and to render 
the oppofite party more odious to the nation, 
he publicly gave out that they intended to re- 
eftablifli popery. To give the greater fancUon 
to their meeting, the young king was prefent 
the firft day, wh^n the members could not 
avoid pronouncing fentences of forfeiture 
againft ;the duke of Chatleheraut, his two 
fons; the earl of Huntley, Kirkaldy, and the 
other heads of the loyalifts. The earls of 
Mbt^ton, Mar, an j- Glencairn, the lords Sem- 
pie, Ruthven, and Glamis, the bilhop of Ork- 
ney, the abbots of Dumfermling and Inch- 
co|m, Sir John Ballendine, juftice-derk, and 

Macgill, 
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'iudi57x. Macgill^ the clerk regiftcr^ tix any four/ dt 

Atcc^ or two ol them, were cdrnmiffioioed to re« 

pair to tlie court of Englftudy in order to tipeat 

^ of a [laGificatioii> and of a kague offisufive and 

defcnfite I^etwccs the two realms ; bqt a fatal 

. cataftiopiif^ interf enedr 

By thci QieetiBg of the ailbciators at StutUng^ 



^lu. their forces were fo mudb divided, that ibq 
loyalifts beat them in th!e fields and too^ HaUt 
' burtoa^ oiiQ of thek chief <lfficcr3, aitd one 4iid 
£fty coiimoit fiddlers prifoners. GaBotrfes 
were ereded for hanging) thein all^ Imt they 
wen Spu^& at the iotesc^ffion of ihe fii^ora4 
This fligiit ^cc(s entsouraged the loyalifts ; aodl 
a we believe the wtiter of MeMl's Memoirsn 
Erhaldy tormtd a decifive enterpriae, which^ 
hadit taken effed, mufi have been fatal to thd 
afibcistors, or have reftored peace to his 
country. The projed itfelf was graudy though 
fimple and probable, being no other than that 
of iurprifing the members of the Stirling par-^ 
Hamentt in their beds. Kirkaldy, who waiEi 
wdH informed of the fecurity in which the af- 
fedatilig lords lived at Stirling, communitated 
his ideas to a few friends he could truft ; dot aa 
a prOjjed: of revenge, but as a meafufa that 
could beft anfwer the wifiies of att gdod pa<^ 
tnot«^ They approved df his fchca£i£ ; but h^ 
infifted upon' cOndu^Ufrg the enterpri^ Ji9t pcir^ 
fon, Ivhioh they oppofcd, on accot^t C|f ^the 
importa'netr his fafety wats to thoit ca^;^^4 

he 
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he Was overrperfaaded to truft the e^iecutioh o£ ^i^- »I7«- 
it to the earl of Huntley, lord Claud Hamilton, 
and Scot of Buccleugh, a young gentleman of 
great accomplifhments, and entirely devoted to 
Kirkaldy, who had feiit for- him from the bor- 
ders,; becaufe he could truft him in condudih^ 
the enterprize. Kirkaldy being thus difluaded 
from heading the party in pefon, earncftly re- 
commended to his friends, and particularly 
to the gallant Sir David Spence, the iafety oi 
the regent's pcrfon. 

Four hundred troops, itioft of them horfe^ Attempt m 
who had been brought froni the borders by Buc* «j|ent, 
cleugh and Farnihurft, were allotted for exe- 
cuting this important fervice; add theb^tt^r td 
keep the fecret^ it was given out that they 
were intended to reduce Jedburgh to the 
queen's obedience. They acjcordingly fet out 
fouthw^rds, but had no fooner loft fight of 
Edinburgh than they direAed their march to 
Stirling, where they arrived at four in the 
morning, on the fourth of September, under 
the direction of one Bell, who was a native of 
the place. They entered the town without the 
fmallefi: opposition, or even being obferved) 
and the proper difpolitions being made by Bell^ 
the lodgings of the regent, the earls of Glen- 
cairn, Argyle, Caffils, Eglington, Montrofe, and 
Buchan, with thofe of the lords Semple, Cath- 
cart, and Ochiltree, were furrounded, and 
themfelves made prifoners without refiflaince* 

Vol. Vli. Z z The 
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A.ixt57t. XKe earl of Morton was the only noblemaft 
who bravely refufed to farrender^ andi de- 
fended himfelf till he was in danger of being 
eonfumed by the flames of his lodging* 
Being thus forced to yield, the party were 
for returning immediately to Edinburgh } but 
their leaders found more than half their num« 
ber employed in pillaging ihops, and breaking 
l^p; ftabks, from whence the borderers carried 
QiF all the horfes* While the loyalifts were 
endeavouring to collect their men, the alarm 
reached the earl of Mar, who was governor of 
the caftle. He falUed out at the bead of thirty 
mufl^eteers ; and gaining his own houfe, he 
fired upon the loyalifts fo warmly, that they 
wer^ thrown into diforder ; and the townfmen 
running to arms to ai&ft their governor and 
the captive lords, the loyalifts all of a fodden 
loft their fpirits, which had been raifed too high 
before^ Some implored the protection of their 
own prifoners, others threw down their arms^ 
and others fied ; fo that the rout became ge^ 
neral. Sir David Spence, as he had promifed 
Kirkaldy, had the care of the regent, and had 
carried him out of the town* Being pttrfued by 
the townfmen, one captain Calder ran the re- 
gent, through the body, though Sir David 
Spence endeavoured co fave htm at the hazard 
of his own life; but the townfmen coming up, 
he was hewed in pieces, though the regent ex- 
erted all his little remaining ftrength in en« 

favouring 
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deavouring to fave his Hfp^. Few of the a. 1x1571. 
ioyalifts would have efcaped, had it not beea 
that the borderers carried off all their enemies 
horfes. Six, including Spence, were killed* 
and twenty-iix made prifoners ; among whom 
were Buccleught Bell, and Calder. The num^ *' '^'^ 
ber of the flain on the regent' s part is uncertain ; 
perhaps they were about thirty, the mgft emi^ 
nent of whom were Alexander Stewart, younger, 
of Garlies^ and George Kuthven, brother td 
the lord Ruthven. 

The mifcarriage of this well planned enter* ^^J^^J^'^®^ 
prize, which does fo much honour to the ge* 
nius of Kirkaldy, was chiefly owing to the pb- 
ftinate intrepidity of Morton. The words by 
which the confpirators diftinguifhed one another 
were, .'' God and the queen, and think on the 
^rchbifhop of St. Andrew's.'^ No fewer than 
five huadred armed men, befides the inhabi* 
tants, are faid to have been in Stirling when 
the attempt was made. The regent, though 
his wounds were mortal, was carried on horfe'^ 
back to the cafile, where he died a day or two 
after with great fentiments of piety and re- 
fignation, recommending to the nobility, whom 
he had ordered to attend him in his lafi: hours, 
the care of the king his grandfon, and his king* 
dom ; and charging the earl of Mar, whom he 

* Bifhop Spotfwood and other hiftorians fay that the regent 
was fhot) and that the fame ball which killed him killed likewifc 
5ir David Spei^ce, who did all he could to fave him. 

Z z 2 held 
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A.D.i57f. held by the hand, to comfort his wife. We 
have in Crawford a copy of the fpeech which 
he is faid to have made at his death, and 
which was afterwards printed with many 
fpurious additions. He was buried with little 
folemnity in the chapel of Stirling caftle ;' nor 
do I perceive that his death was much re- 
gretted. 
Ht* ehf- The moft partial favourers of his memory muft 

f9ii^r. admit, that though he had feen a great variety 
of life, and experienced many reverfes of for- 
tune, yet he did not profit much by expe- 
rience, and muft have made but a poor figure 
in any country, had it not been for the fine 
figure of his perfon, and his high connexions by 
marriage. The blame of the moft unpopular 
afts of his government (the fcandalous execu- 
tion of the archblfhop of St. Andrew's excepted) 
was thrown by the public upon Morton, who 
had an abfolute afcendant over his difpofition. It 
was obferved of his predecefTor Murray, that his 
own hands and feet were good, but that he bor- 
rowed Morton's head. It was faid of Lenox, 
that he borrowed the fame head, but that his 
right hand was Ramfay, and his left captain 
Crlwford ; and when he meaqly banifhed 
Ramfay, it became a common faying, that the 
regent's head had cut off his right hand. His 
chief fault, after all, appears to have been want 
pf firm n)?f$ rather thanjudgmeiit; for the ipe» 

rits 
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rits of thofe two gentlemen are generally ac- a. d, 1571, 
knowledged. 

The regcnt^s death happening during the. "*^^JJ^ 
feifion of parliament at Stilling, not a moment ti»«e»iof 
was loft in electing his fucceffor. The candi* 
dates were the earls of Argyle, Morton, and 
Mar. The latter was chofen by k plurality of 
voices. His chief recommendation feems to 
have been^ the great care he had taken of his 
royal pupil, and his having moft ungratefully 
deferted the caufe of his mother, who had ho- 
noured him with the higheft confidence, and 
loaded him with unbounded liberality* His 
not having been very forward in the field on 
the fide of the aflbciators, and the former fer- 
vices he had done to Mary, rendered him lefs 
obnoxious to the loyalifis than either of his 
two competitors ; for they had long fufpeded 
Argyle, and hated Morton, whofe pretenfions 
were ftrongly fupported by the Englifli minifter, 
Randolph. Elizabeth perceiving, from the 
choice the Scotch nobility had made of a re- 
gent, that Randolph was defpifed and hated by 
both parties, recalled him, and nominated Kil- 
ligrew to fupply his place. 

The new regent, who was chofen the fifth Edmbmgii 
of September, the very day after his prede- ^ 
ccffor's death, ordered Calder and Bell, who 
had been taken prifoners, firft to fuffer the, tor- 
ture, and' then to be publicly executed. As 
fo the baron of Buccleugh, he feems to have 

efcaped^ 
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A^D.xi7i« efcaped) or been exchanged. The regent next^ 

to diftinguiOi the commencement of his admi* 

Aiftration by a fign^l 6xploit». prepared to re-> 

duce the caftle and town of Edinburgh^ and 

ordered his army to rendezvoufe at Leith^ to 

which place he carried nine pieces of cannon 

from Stirling. Perceiving that the town was 

impradicable on the e^ft fide» he opened a batr 

tery on the fouth^ but after making a fuffi- 

cicnt breach in the town wall, he found that 

the befieged had been fo induftrious as to fup« 

• ply it with ditches and other works ; which 

defpairing of being able to furmount, he drew 

off his artillery 9 and returned to Leith, By 

the regent's thus retreating from the fiege of 

a town which is almoft defencelei^, we can 

form no high idea of his military accomplifli* 

ments. After returning to JLeith, a council 

was called by Morton's advice ; and difpatches 

were fent to England, craving Elizabeth's im« 

mediate afliftance, the king's party being then 

in the moft imminent danger. Mary's friends 

in Edinburgh were equally earneft with the 

French court to fend them fome troops, and 

repair their fortifications; but in one of the 

encounters, ^hich happened daily, between 

Leith and Edinburgh, they had the misfortune. 

of having two of their officers, and fixty of 

their men, carried off prifoners. 

Civil war The earl of Huntley ftill continuing at Edin- 

wtb! burgh, his brother, Adam Gordon^ a^ed with 

great 
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great l^igour in the. norths as his .lieutenant a, n. 1571. 
againft Mary'9 enemies; and the regent*earl^ 
to give a diverfion to her party, encouraged 
the Forbefesi the rival clan of the Gordons, to 
renew hoftilities. The flrength of hereditary 
animofitiea in that country was then incredi* 
ble ; and the countenance given by the regent 
to the Forbefes was foch, as determined them 
to compofe all differences among themfehres 
and their allies, fo as to unite them, that 
they might give a deciiive blow to their ene« 
mies. The adtng man at the held of the 
Forbes clan was one Arthur, brother to the 
lord of that name ; andi he fucceeded &> hv M 
to form an army to difpute the pacflage ol 
Adam Gordon (the ftoote who had been par- 
doned after the battle of Corrichie, cm ac^ 
count of his you!tb) fouthward to his bro« 
ther's affiftance. An . engagement eafued, 'm 
which Arthur wa3 kiiled, with a hundred oi 
his followers, at a place called TtiUxangiii» 
The furviving Forbefes acquainted the regettt 
of their difafter ; and he fent them two hun- 
dred regular troop& under the command of 
two officers, Chiiholm and Wedderbum. The 
loyalifts, at the fame time, fent Sir James 
Kirkaldy with another party to fapport Adam 
Gordon; but the latter, difdaintng any affift- 
ance^ fuffered Kirkaldy to repair to France to 
foUicit that king for immediate afliftance to 
Mary's friends. The Forbefes, after receiving 

their 



360 



THE H I SfT O R Y 

A.D.J57X. their reinfor^remeot, marched to- thb head-' 

quarters of the Gordons, at Aberdeen ; but 

they were again defeated, three hundrdd \fet€ 

killed, and two hundred were taken prifo7i6rs^ 

among whom was the lord Forbes*s eldeft- fon ; 

and many more mufl; have faiieen defiroyed, had 

not the humanity of Adam Gordon interpofed^ 

The fucoe& of this engagement had great effed^ 

in the . north of Scotlan4 in favour of Mary ; 

and t|;ie r^ent gave a commiffion to the earl 

of Crawfoi^ the lords Ruthven, Glamis, and 

Keith, to fupprefs Adam Gordon, whofe gallant 

behaviour had reduced all the north country 

to Mary's allegiance, and who was then be* 

fieging the:houfe of Glenbervy in the Merns ^. - 

tocceflcft of The regent's army was then lying at Brechin, 

Jj^^*"* and had taken poffeffiotf of the bridge over the 

Elk. Gordon leaving his foot in.their ttienchesy' 

furpjrifed the detachment upon the £fk with 

his horfe ; and having now a clear paflage to 

Brechin, he divided them into two parties, that 

the city might be attacked in feparate quarters ; 

but the night being exceifively dark, one of tlte' 

divifions never came to adiion, but returned 

homewards. Gordon hotwithftanding forced his 

way into Brechin ; and had he not inadvertently 

fuflFered, his trumpets to found, he muft have 

made all his enemies prifoners. Three hun^ 

dred horfe efcaped, no more than forty -nine 

• Crawford fays that the regent's army was commanded by 
Pouglas earl of Euchan. 

were 
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were killed^ and a hundred and ninety taken. a«d. 1571. 
Early n^t morning, Gordon ordered all his prl- 
foners to appear before him ; and after making 
a generous humane fpeech, he 4ifmified them 
upon their fwearing (which tliey did with 
great readinefs) never to carry arms againft 
the queen, and to recognize him as her deputy«> 
lieutenant. It unfortunately happened that 
all Gordon's officers were not endowed with 
his noble principles; for one of them, Ker, 
burnt the caftle of Towie, which was defended 
by a lady, who with thirty-iieven of her family 
were confumed in the flames. 

All. this while the war was raging in other 
parts of Scotland. The loyalifis made them*- 
felves matters of the once firong caftle of 
Broughty, and the town of Jedburgh; but 
were rather unfortunate in their operations 
about Edinburgh, where Morton, who kept 
his head-quarters at Dalkeith, continued the 
blockade of the capital. Every comer of the 
nation was in like manner filled with tumults 
and bloodflied ; but as the particulars do not fall 
within general hiftory, I am now to attend 
Mary's affairs in England. 

About two years before the time I now treat P"w;ca. 

' tiont re- 

of, the bifliop of Rofs had printed and publiihed **""b » 
a book, with the afiifiance of Mary's friends, in 
defence of her honour, which was now reprinted 
at Liege, under the name of Morgan Philips, 
with additions j in which the author abfolutely 
Voj-. VII. A a a contra- 
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A. D. 1571. eontradided the authority of Hubert's con* 
feffion, as well as the filver-box papers. I men- 
tion this, chiefly bccaufe no reply was made by 
Buchanan, or by any of Mary's enemies, to Let 
ley's arguments ; though he fays in direft terms, 
. that Hubert at hi* death acquitted Mary of 
being acceffary to her hufband's murder. When 
Lelley became obnoxious!' to Elizabeth, he was 
queflioned by the council of England upon 
many particulars in that book, biit upon none 
relating to Hubert's confeffion ; fo that w4 
may fairly prefume, if fuch a confeffion exifted^ 
that it had been forced from, him by: torture^ 
and that he retradled it at the hour of his 
death* This is the more probable, as £Mzabeth| 
could Ihe have depended on fo ftrong.an etif 
dence as Hubert's confeffion, muil have been 
highly pleafed with fuch a proof of her guilt, 
as fhe was pow more exafperated than ever 
ggainil Mary and her minifters,. but efpecially 
Lefley. This was occ^fioned by the difcovery 
flie had made from the 'pstpers that had been 
fei?ed, ^t Dumbarton, and which, were of fuch 
irriportanpe that they were reclaimed by the 
French court ; but Eli2;abeth refufed to deliver 
them ijp. Qne Baily, a Fleming, who had been 
eniployed by Lefley in printing the Liege ediT 
tion of his book, and bringing fome copies of 
it tQ England, wa§ feized about the fame time ; 
Murdcft'i ?^^ though he was a faith'ful fervant to Mary, 
sta«papcri, ^g^ tlic f?ar pf tlic. racjc had ^xtortpd fipip him 

. fomc 
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"Tome difcoveries ; particularly that Rudolphi, 1ft ^•^' '57<* 
his journey to Rome, had an interview with 
the duke o£ Alva, who ftill intended to iiivade 
England. : Lefiey, without being- daunted by 
.the imprifonment and confeffibns bf Baily^ 
boldly remonftrated to Elizabeth upon the in- 
juflice done his miftrels by th^ furprizal of Dum- 
barton, and defired her to interpofe her autho* 
rity with her friends in Scotland, to fave the 
archbiihop of St. Andrew's : this Elizabeth 
flatly refufed to do ; and intimated to him, that 
jhe had made difcoveries which would foon de- 
prive him of ull benefit from his public character. 
Mary, about this time, fuftained a confiderable 
lofs by the death. of Sir Nicholas Throgmorton. 
That great ftatef man, after being releafed frond 
his imprifonment at London, was, by the earl of 
Leicefter's intereft, removed to his houfe at 
Carflialton, in Surry. Being releafed from that 
confinement, he was invited to an entertain- 
ment by the earl of Leicefter, where he fud- 
denly died ; and the public did not fpkre to 
load that nobleman, who was very expert in the 
art of poifoning, with the blame of his death, 
left he Ihould have made difcoveries to his 
difadvantage, in the affair of the match between 
Mary and the duke of Norfolk. 

Elizabeth now refumed her never-failing ex- mamage- 
pedient of throwing herfelf out as a bait to the riStd.'** 
court of France ; and ihe inftruAed her am- 
Jt^fiador, Walfingham, that, being fenfible ihe 

A a a 2 had 
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A. 0.1574. hid bti £ifety bBt in marriage, fiie hadnot>^ 
jedtion to the duke of Anjou as a fauiband/ The 
diffimulation of the French king and his mo^ 
tbef was equal to that of Elizal^h; and they 
liftened to the pr<^fal with feeming pkaftire, 
that they might meet with the lefs oppofition 
in the barbarous mafiacre they foon ^erwizrds 
committed. EMfEtdbtth^ on the. other haitd, 
wanted to prevent the intrigues of tli^ French 
court in favour of Mary ; and both obtained 
their ends, at the cxpence of that unhap- 
icttcr from py princefs. KUzabeth's diffimfulaftion was fo 
Walling- profound and fo tv^ll carried oh, that IkSccfter 
was the only peifen about her court who dif-- 
covered it. Lefley, it is tme, together with the 
pope's nuDck>9 and the ambafi^ors of Spsin and 
jPortugaJ, did all they could to break off the 
match, left France and England ihould enter 
into a league offenfive and defenfive againft 
Spain. Elisabeth had this greatly at heart; 
anad Walfingbam was iliiftru^ed to negociate 
iuch a league, whicb was to b^ valid, whatevor 
became of the marriage. It was fome titne be* 
fore Walfingham, ^penetrating as he was, dif* 
covered, that Jiotwithftancliftg all appearances 
to the coAtrary, the couits of France and Spain, 
had never been more intimatdy connect than 
they were at that very period* 
^tiSli!?'. Mary^ notwithftanding her being now clofe 
HA parUa- confiacd, ftcT dom^ftics reduced to the number 
of ten and a prieft, aod herfelf precluded from 

all 
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ttU <a«t«fponde»oc, -excqKing what'vrte ««- a. 0.1591?, 
amin<ci by htt keepers, fouod mieabs td ani*^ 
mate tbe political machifie which threatened 
the eKtindion of the proteftaot id^itm ist 
Europe. As that was tbe aduating pxinciple 
of Fran^ aad Spain, their great otfed mas to 
place M^rjr oa the throne of England. £lin>* 
beth difcoyered this, by means of W<)3fi4igfaasi 
and her other minifters. She aow raifed muij 
objedions^ taoA of them religkws, agaiiift. her 
marriagie with th« duke of Aiijou» a£ the 
French !king did to the league o&B£ve aad de« 
febfive, ttnlefs Mary was ooaiprehe^ded i« the 
fame; which Elisabeth re^ofed to a^ee to^ be<- 
caufe it woiaid be a tacit difow»ing<>f tbe youiig 
king of Scotland's authority. JCUzabetb's fo& 
pkion of the FrefK:h court's iincerity was iefi« 
creafed by the leisure of lord Season's papers 
on boacd . a ihip^ by which it was dlicovemi 
that he had carcied twenty thoufand crowsis 
from the French king to Mary'^ friends in 
Scotbnd. Other money was tranlmitted for 
her own privai^eoxfe; but it was Uiz^ by Eli- 
zabeth's orders, and never xetucned, iho^gh it 
naas redaimed by the Fri^jpch aoxbaffador. 

In the fpecch made by .:tfae lord keeper, this AprU %. 
year, at tl^ opening of the Eoglifb paidiamen)^ 
he took particular oftotdce of the expences tbe 
goisernment hsfd^been at in oveiawing ficotlamL 
In this&ffion, tihe affair of Mary's eventual right 
to the crown was very hotly debated. Her 

friends 
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A.C.X571. friends iiifified upon the invalidity of Henff 
the eighth's fettling by his will (if he made one) 
the right of fucccffion toliis dominions. Their 
opponents warmly efpoufed the validity of that 
will, and abfurdly infifted, that in confequencc 
of it the family of Gray's right was preferable 
to that of Mary, who could in no cafe fucceed, 
becaufe ihe was an alien, and not born within 
the allegiance of England. Elizabeth difliked 
"both fides of the debate. She was ^n . enemy 

. by principle to the Gray family, and, through 
prudence, to any declaration being made in fa^ 
vour of Mary. All her aim was to leave the 
fucceflion undetermined; and fo very ikilful was 

. ihe in balancing parties, that fhe obtained an ad» 
declaring it to be high treafon " for any to hold 
or affirm, chat the common law of the realm (not 
altered by parliament) ought not to ditc€t the 
right of the crown of England 5 or that the 
queen, by the authority of the parliament, 
might not make laws and fiatutes of fufiicient 
force and validity to Jimit and bind the crown 
of this realm, and thedefqent, limitation, and 
government thereof . . 

The above, however, was not the only blow 
aimed againfl Mary; for the fame bill con- 
tained a claufe which rendered it high treafon 
to compafs, imagine, or invent " th? qucen'^ 
death, or any bodily harm tending to death, 
maiming or wounding her royal perfon ; or to 
deprive, or depofe her from the ftyle, honour, 

or 
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or kingly name of the imperial crown of this a«6. 1571* 
realm ; or to levy war againft her, or to move 
any foreigners, or ftrangcrs, with force to in- 
vade this realm, or that of Ireland; or to utter 
or declare, by any printing, writing, cyphering, 
fpeech, or words, that the queen is not, or 
ought not to be, queen of this realm, and of 
the realms of France and Ireland ; or that any 
other perfon ought, by right, to be king or 
queen of the fame realm; or that ihould, by 
writing, printing, fpeech, &c. publifh, fet forth, 
gnd afSrm, th^t queen Elizabeth is an heretic, 
fchifmatic, tyrant, infidel, or ufurper of the 
crown of the faid realms. And, further, fuch. 
to be utterly difabled, during their natural lives, 
to have or enjoy the crown of England, or any 
iityle or title thereof, (this was aimed at the 
queen of Scots) at any time in fucceffion, or 
whatever degree, condition, place, &c. they be, 
that in any wife claimed, or pretend themfelves 
to have a right or title to the crown of England, 
in the life of queen Elizabeth ; or fliould ufurp 
the royal ftyle, title, or dignity of this crown ; 
or (faould hold or affirm that the queen had not 
right to hold or enjoy the faid crown and realm ; . 
or, after any demand, ihould not acknowledge 
her to be, in right, true and lawful queen of 
thofe realms." 

The fame ad provided againft feditious and 
contentious fpreading abroad of titles to the 
ipcceiiion of the crown ; <^ and againii books or 

works. 
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A«ai57i- works, printed or written, that did dire<flly or 
ezprefly declare and affirm, before any ad: of parli- 
ament was made to eftablifli and confirm the 
fame^ that any one particular perfon i% or ought 
to be, the right Kcir and fucceffor to the queenV 
majeftf , except the {ame be the << natural iflue of 
Iber majefiy's body ;" or ihall publiih, or fet 
abroad^ any book or fcroUs to that efiec): ; or 
tbe abettors and counfellors of iuch, upon pain 
of lAprifonment, and forfeiture of half his 
goods for the firft time.^^ 

oucmdon. . It IS obfcrvcd by Mr. Camden, that it was a 
general opinion that the earl of Leicefter pro* 
cured the words •• natural iffue of her majefty's 
body" to be inferted in this aft, in order to 
entitle her natural children (if Elizabeth had 
any by him) to fucceed to the crown. That 
Elisabeth and her minifters had ibme regard to 
fuch an event can fcarcely be doubted, when we 

▼We intct, refled, that while the treaty of Chatfworth was 
in dependence, Mary contended for the fuc* 
ceffion of her lawful iffue, inftead of « any 
iSae ;'' nor could the Engltih commiffioners be 
brought to admit of Mary's emendation farther 
than by agreeing to limit the fucceffion to Eli- 
zabeth's iffue by a lawful hufband. Thus if 
Leicefter, or any other perfon, had fpurious iffue 
by her, and afterwards became her lawful huf* 
band, fuch children became entitled to the fuc- 
ceffion. Before this parliament broke up, the 
rarl of Weftmordand^ and fifty-feven other 

perfons. 
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ptfrfoils^ who had bcfeh eilgagid in tiie nortterd ^'O- ^^7^ 
rebellion^ were attainted* Nothiilg conld eqnal 
the rage of the membert againft Mary, S^vferal 
tnotions wfere made fof rieridering her fubjeft 
to the laWs of Ed^land^ ih thfe hnie mariner ai 
any native in the cafd of treafon i biit Elieabeth 
fts yet difcdBrigdd all fncb mtrtiofis^ becaiife {&€ 
daily expefted lejjkl proofs of Mary'^ prafticfei 
sigainft her cro'lvn arid pcrfon^ 

Rudolph!^ the Florentihej was nbw defepiy Ru^oipWi 
engaged in the meafures f6r Mary'i^ deliverance^ 
She furnifhed him lirith letters of credit uplon 
the diake of Norfolk^, iirho rebisdiied {lill in z 
fiate of donfinemeirt at hi» own houfe^ but car<- 
ried on ft correfpondeEk:e wiEh Mary through 
Lefl<*yr The duke's natural tinridity ifrasf ai 
per{>etual variince wifh his' love and afmbition; 
ftnd nd tniti eould be \^orfe Anted than hit t^ts 
for the part he had iindertakeh. Ab firft he' re* 
fuftd to fee Rddalphr ; but he fedcived by Leftey 
lettets froth Mary wf kten in cyphiry contiUning 
tranfcrtpts of all her foreign eorrefpondetice 
wkieh fint carried on by thfat ItaKni. The Avtkt 
ordered! Kts fecretiifry^ Higford, t!& deefpHet 
thofe letter^^ a;fFd tfami to burn thdhv ; ^hich ti^ 
thep through^ tre^clkery Of n^gHgebcd fai 
omitited to do, and hid them midffr the nurOs of 
bis' chaf«ibef ^ whtff ef they v^ett iftef^afd^ dlf- 
coverdd^ Lefley wa9 fo inipMtAiM^ with iht 
dnkcy that the )a«td^ at laft conferifted' to fee Ru^ 
cM^lpbf, who htid before- him the foheinhx: ^hich 

YoL. VII. B b b he 
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A- D. 1571. he had concerted with Mary, and which he 
was to lay before her friends abroad. It was 
in fubflance, that the duke fhould raife a re- 
bellion in England, which was to be favoured 
by a defcent of fix thoufand Spaniih foot, and 
four thoufand horfe, who were to land at 
Harwich, under the command of the duke of 
Medina Celi, the duke of Alva's fucceflbr in 
the Spanifh government of the Low Countries. 
Rudolph! further informed Norfolk, that the 
court of France, finding how infinccrely Eli- 
zabeth had behaved in the affair of her mar- 
riage with the duke of Anjou, was ready to 
favour the invafion; that the pope had con- 
sented to remit large fums to the infurgent^ ; 
and that no harm was intended to Elizabeth, 
provided fhe agreed to the match between him 
and Mary, and to a toleration of the Roman 
catholic religion in England. 

The duke of Norfolk, notwithftanding Ru- 
' dolpBi's plaufibility and Mary^s defire, refuied 
^ to give him any letters of recommendation to 
foreign powers. Rudolphi, to get the better 
of his fcruples, put into the duke's hands a 
lift of Engliih noblemen and gentlemen, who 
he faid had engaged themfelves in Mary's 
caufe, and were ready to join in the rifing. 
This made an impreffion upon the duke ; biit 
ftill I do not find that he gave Rudolphi any 
written retommendation, though he confented 
that he ihould proceed in the commiilibn he 

had 
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hzd received from Mary, and make ufe of his A.p.xs7»^ 
name to her friends abroad. It afterwards ap- 
peared by the examination of Barker, the 
duke's principal fervanty that Rudolphi did 
put into the duke's hand a letter from the pope» 
approving of his marriage with Mary, and ben 
ginning with the words " Dilede Fili/' beloved 
ion." 

Hudolphi having taken leave of the duke of J/*NOTfoUc 
Norfolk, had a frefh interview with the duke ^J'^pri. 
of Alva, who remained ftill in the Spanifh ^°'^' 
Netherlands, and who ordered him to write 
letters in his name to the Spanifli embafladoc 
in England, the duke of Norfolk, the biihop 
of Rofs, and lord Lumley, fignifying his ap- 
probation of Rudolphi's fchemes, Thefe were 
the letters which had been intercepted by the 
lord Cobham, who fent the raoft dangerous 
packet to Lefley himfelf. Enough, however, 
was difcovercd to give Elizabeth's minifters an 
infight into Mary's dangerous pra£lices. It 
thereby appeared, that the duke of Norfolk 
had actually written to the pope ? but I find by 
Higford's after-examination, that this letter 
had been forged in cypher^ and figned with 
the duke's name by Lefley, to quicken the 
pope, and the Roman catholic powers on the 
continent, in Mary's caufe. Lefley being in- 
formed that Baily had been racked in the 
Tower, and had made difcovcries, fecreted his 
principal papers ; and though he underwent a 

B b b 2 ftria 
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^ 9' i57<« ftriA examination before a committao of the 
eQuncil, they could not find matter fufidene 
to proceed capitally againft him, though he 
oertainly had beein earneft with the duke of 
I<(qrff}lk to take arms and bi^ak up Ike parlia^ 
ment ; but the duke haclrieje^d tke motion witil 
horror. This, and fome other fevour^^le cir*. 
cumfiances, had procured the duke his liberty, 
upon his giving an obligation under his hand 
to Elizabeth, that he would give over all far« 
ther pealing with Mary, and all thoughts of 
the maniage. The intelligence of the Eng^ 
bfh miniftry was, however, fo good, that they 
difoo^red a large fum had been (^nt fik)m 
France to Mary, who remitted fix hundred 
pounds of it to the duke of Norfolk, for the 
life of her fi'iends in Scotland. The fervant 
iv^koiyas employed to carry the money, gave in- 
formation of it to the government ; upon which 
Higford and Barker, and the duke's other 
pi incipal feryants, were committed prifoners to 
the Tower of London, and they foon coj&feffed 
all that EKaabeth wanted to know. Higford 
put mto her minifters hands all the original 
papers and fetters which had been fent by 
Mary and the bifliop of Hofs to the duke ; and 
either by applying, or threatening, the rack. 
Barker, who was an old man, cohfiFmed Hig- 
ford^ teft-imony. 
S""^aik Elizabeth, the moment thofe difcoveries 
him. yrere madte, refolved to proceed capitally 

againft 
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agftinft the duk^ of Norfolk, who, knowing a.d.i57i< 
iiQ thing of thedlfcoverios that had been made 
by hi^ ieryantfi, uaderwent an examination at 
the council-^hoard, where he denied every al- 
legation urged aga^nit him. He was, upon 
this, committed to the Tower of London, as 
were the cajrl^ of Arundel and Southampton, 
with the lords Lumley and Cobbam, Bannifter, 
the dukd^s counfellor at law. Sir Henry Piercy, 
a<nd four other gentlemen of note, on the fe- 
venth of September. The more the councit • 
enquire<i into this confpiracy, they had the 
greater caufe to be alarmed. It appeared from 
the letters which had been produced by 
Higford, that there had been fome difference' 
among Mary ^9 friends abroad concerning her 
marriage. The court of Spain, on w^iom flie 
bad great dependence, importuned her ftrongly 
to make don John of Auftria her huiband ; but 
the court of France equally favoured Norfolk ; 
and there is reafon to believe that a contract 
of marriage was achially drawn up between 
him and Mary, and figncd by both, though 
we cannot well fuppofe that it ever was con- 
ftimmated. In the courfe of the examination. 
Sir Thomas Stanley, Sir Thomas Gerrard and 
Rolfton, whom we have already mentioned, 
were found to be concerned ; and they were 
committed to the Tower, as Leftey was a fe- 
cond time to the cuftody, firft, of the bifliop 
of Ely, and then pf the lord-mayor. The' 

lotd 
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A. a 1571. lord Cobham and his brother, who were lik«- • 
wife in cullody, foon regained their liberties, 
nothing of any moment appearing ^gainfl: 
them. Sir Henry Piercy had complained that 
Elizabeth had failed in her promife to put him 
in poiTeflion of his brother's efiate, and of^ 
fered to Lefley to fet Mary at liberty ; but the 
propoial was rejeded by the duke of Norfolk, 
In ihort, Mary fell a facrifice to that noble- 
man's irrefolution, as he did to Lefley's heakt 
and impetuoiity. 

On the fifth of September, the duke was 
again examined in the Tower by a committee 
of the council. He fiill continued ta iniiQ; 
upon his innocence ; but when the examina^ 
tioqs of his fervants were produced againft 
him, his fpirit and firmnefs forfook him, fo that 
he behaved in the moft abjed manner; and 
the confeffions he made were confirmed by 
thofe of all the noblemen and gentlemen who 
had been imprifoned on the fame account^ 
Two days after, he was examined upon almoil 
a hundred articles, all of them tending to the 
fads I have already related, and containing a 
detail of all his proceedings with Mary from 
September 1568. This examination produced 
new difcoveries, particularly that he had re- 
ceived two letters of treafonable importance 
from the pope ; and that he, the late earl of 
Pembroke, and lord Lumley^ had held feveral 
converfations together abput furprizjing thq 

Tower 
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Tower of London. Elizabeth thought propcf ^^^-Mt^ 
to publifh all the charge againft the duke, and 
likewife liis confeffion ; copies of which Ihe 
fen t to the lord-mayor and court of aldermen 
of London, that they might be communicated 
to the feveral wards and companies of the 
city. This publication fomewhat allayed the 
national difcontent^ on account of the duke's 
imprifonment, and that of fo many noblemejn 
and gentlemen. The general indignation 
turned ftrongly againft the biihop of Bofs, who 
was confidered as the chief incendiary; and 
oh the twenty-fourth of Oftober he was ex- 
amined before a committee of the council, at 
the head of which was the earl of Bedford. 
He behaved with great calmnefs and intrepi- 
dity ; and though the refolutions Of the civili- 
ans againft confidering him as an embaflador 
were Ihewn him, he ftill iniifted that he was 
the embaflador of an abfolute queen, who 
was unjufily depofed, and had, according to 
his duty, carefully endeavoured the delivery 
of his princefs, and the fafety of both king* 
doms ; that he came into England with the 
full authority of an embaflador, under public 
warrandife, which he had produced ; and that 
the facred privileges of embafl'^dors are by no 
means to be infringed. He continued for 
ibme days very firm to thofe principles ; and 
the fafe-guard he produced being very ample, 
the committee were under fome difllculties 

how 
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JLt. t57f . how to proceed, ifpecially as Elizabeth had u6t 
yet fonnally acknowledged the validity of 
Mary'a refigmatioii. 
uoey^i fjj^ commifionet»» howerett Wer4 not t^ 

^•-.^ be diverted froih their pttrpof^ which fhey 
iwcei to kste^ their jniftreis had ffteatly at h€art i and 

make dii* ^ 
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at laft th^y. pdainly told hiin that. Uiey fi6t only 
lookdd 43poli him. as a private perfoii^ but that 
they woald order him to the rack, if he pet* 
fift€d in bis obftinacy not to be examided. 
WAttftk this terrtbte itieftak:e did liot datibt Lef^ 
leys r He pat tkem iii miiul of the practices of 
RMdi))ph and Tamtvortb^ the EiigJiih " niinif^ 
Mra in Stotlatidy wbkfa^ though plaJiAy dif» 
4W€te6f brought them . nnder no beaviet t 
penalty than th^ir being obliged <o leave thi 
kingdc^ia^ AH l<u$ renum&rances were in yaio ; 
tftdi he, St Isft, was comnritted cloft pri^^ner 
to the Tower. The di^taclier of EKzabtth and 
h,6f Tok^^b&s givei us na rdom. to donbt thit | 

they w<mld have cTitcuted their threatenings, 
had tbey not been acpp^eben^iive of the donie^ 
^poe^efi^ amoirg Mar/s ^ri^nds abroad amd M 
httat i and they f efckved to fdfcen th<^r ma^tl^ 
ner tdw&rd!^ tbeir prilb^^. Ilis ne^ct; enami-' 
nfartiol^< f bet^efoi^y whidti w^f before the lo^d^ y 
atdmirat, Idfd l^leigh^ Sir l^rameisi Kffdlt^ 
and dif Thofnas iSmit^,^ ^m^ ^naid>^'hfit Mdf<3 
tnild^ the i^mamiAoTkits i^lbrmed MM, th^ 
tkei¥ miftrefe c&lkppf dV^ d£ thef roog&nefi 
ikgtt bad be^ ihevf'n him' by the fotmm com- 
mittee ; 
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that they: did: not ezpcft he fhould difcov9f ^jkh?*^ 

amce i^xm hadrlleeii aifcadj f:oolbffed hf the 

£ng]^ h^ibkmpa and^ gentlemen alreadf in 

euttody ; that nothing he faid upon hi« cximu 

nation fbould be^ brought in evidence againft 

any^ ctther p^rfon ; andthaKifhe did not fub^ 

mit, fli^abetdi 94$^ icfblved that' he fliould bo^ 

immediately ppt tb death as a private man; 

and a traitor. If ^esare to believe Lefley' Mm-' Ne^i. 

felf, they then* pi«oduccd to him all the exami^ '^"^ 

nations and co^effiond of the duke' of Nor^ 

folk's friends and fervants^ which Lefley kneNv' 

to be true, and- he then fbbmitted to an exi* 

minatibn ; but^ through tibe* whole* of it, tho'* 

he did not dtny the points which he faw had^ 

been plainly proved by other confeffions, ytt- 

he treated the cafe of the diike oF Norfolk* 

with the grcatcft tcndernefs ; and endeavoured^ 

by his addrefs, to pcrfuadc the commiffionersr 

that his grace and his ^ noble friends, notwitir- ' 

ftanding their* attachments tO' Maryj had^ al^' 

ways behaved as good (Ubjeds to Elizabeth. 

Such is the light in which Lefley's condu^ 
at this critical junfture, has been placed^ by^ 
himfelf; Mis own and all the examinations^ Murden* 
he (beaks of, have been lately publiflied^ ftom^ sutcp*- 

PCM* 

the originals ; and they are large, tedious, anrd'^ 
t autologous. We fee through the whole of \j,,^^j^ 
them abundance of evaficms, and'great regarti' fe^e«w. 
at firft for the noblfe parties c6ncca'ned;.l)i3tt'^ 
the dread of the rack is equally difcernibli^ ;v 
Vol. VII. C c c and 
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A.i>.i57f. and every new examination produces new dif^ 
ccveries to the prejudice of the noble perfimi- 

^ ages. Whatever Lefley may pcetendi we tan 

eafily fee that he.'was^ at lafi, rendered ;a3;pli^ 
able as the reft of the party ; and though I do 
not find that he exprefly charged the duke of 
Norfolk as being actually engaged in any de- 
iign againft Elizabeth's perfon, yet he confefles 
enough to prove that he correfponded^ ,tho' 
cautioufly, with Rudolphi, and the Roman ca- 
tholic powers on the continent; and that he 
only delayed the infurreftion in England, tiU 
he fhould know their fentiments, and \>c af- 
fured of ailiftance from abroad. On the eighth 
of November, he obtained leave to write Mary 
an account of his difcoveries, which he did, 

hai, f, 54. l^ 2. letter that has been fince publiihed ; and 
it is eafy to perceive that he confefled all he 
knew of the i&tended invafion, and the duke 
ot Norfolk' s praAices. A letter in the fame 
coUedion, and dated the fame day, from Sir 
Thomas Wilfon, one of Elizabeth's fecretarics, 
leaves it without a doubt (if Wilfon can be 
believed), that Lefley was prevailed upon to 
betray Mary's caufe, and to fpeak of her in 
the fame (and indeed worfe) language as had 
been uf<;d by her bittereft enemies. It is evi- 
dei^t, at the fame time, that the converfation 
there mentioned had been extorted from Lef- 
ley by fear v for he is made to fay that Mary 
poifoned her firft huiband the French king; 

and 
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aikd that ihe brought Bdthwell to the field a. d. 1571. 
(mtaningy we fiippofe, that of Carbeny-hill) 
on purpofe to be murdered : furmifes that 
liever- were heard of before, and which con^ 
lute themfelves. i 

' Byv other tetters addreiled from LeQey to 
lord Burleigh^ it feems as if Mary was not fatis* 
fled with the apology which Lefley had made to 
her (^ his own conduA. When JLefley 's exami- 
nations were compared with thofe of Norfolk, 
his friends and fervants, they agreed entirely ; 
but Elizabeth was of opiniod, that he had nbt 
been explicit enough with regard to the £ng« 
liih lofds, who were engaged in the projeft of 
breaking up the parliament. According to^ 
Lefley's own account, when he was examined 
on thofe heads by the earls of Lcicefter and 
Bedford, and other counfellors in the Towety 
he faid, with great firmnefs, ^ that the fear or 
death ihould never prevail upon . him to ac« 
cufe innocent perfbns ;" and the . council ac- 
cordingly defifted from preifing him farther 
on that fubjed. His anfwers to this exami- 
nation give us no fuch idea of his ho- 
nour and courage ; for though he does not fay 
that he had any converfation with the duke of 
Norfc^ on that head, yet enough appears, 
from his examination, to have convifted him 
of treafon. The truth is, the weaknefs and 
irrefolution of the duke. is confpicuous thro^ 
, the whole of this affair; and he was every. 

C c c 2 day 
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Aj>.\fii%. Aty committing tceifdii 'sgoBnii: Bliiibdlfc^ 
ivkluyatJhfis&ndwiiigit to Ij^e^iuck The Mfi 
tones lof the times arc tiery fiifi' wit& : Mgald 
to Jxs trid add ccxnddtiiatioi. <&idi pMS^^Vl 
the former as clafli >vith,the pi«ltta{»te!i of 'tte 
Eii^Hh hw, do not t^c^olf '&H into tiiis 
hafiorf* i taimot but timk^ fkowirct^ mjfMi 
a candid iperufal of Uis cotife^oiv ^^ thMfe^ 
)iis dependents, that as an >£ngUA fti^eft^ At 
wasiiig&ly mtefaal; nor dei find tli« Wy 
CBe arVidei ^pon ivhich hfe W&s ilcctlftdi "wAn 
stggratrat«d to his prejtidke, 
ic7«, The year i57« was opeticd in England tiy 
SSml Sie 4ulae of Norfolk's triiil fn Weftrainftfer- j 

J^^ef^ hall, before twenty-fix ^of ;his peers, the earl ^ 

Nprfoik. ^f Shrewftniry affing as htgh^eward. The 
Aibfiance oiF the articles 6ft yjt^hidk he was tried 
were as foHow t 

# 

That in the eleventh year of q^en Elizabeth, 
and afterwards, he had entered iuto a treafonabk 
confpiracy about depofing her fromr her 
throne, and taking away ber Itfe, and invading 
the kingdom, by raifing war, and bringing in * 
a foreign power. ^ . . 

That thou^ he knew for certain that Mary, 
)ate queen of Scots, h^d ufurped the crown of 
^England, M^ith the tide aftd arms (iiereof, yet 
he had treated ^bout 'a marriage with her, 
(without acqulalnting the queen) and had lent 
^cr a great fiiiS of* moneys contrary to what 
]ie Itad pomi<!?d under his haQ4« 

That 



jMd, «md mberir, iiad itiiftdtt rdbellioti ^i|^n[ft 
Atf qtKMA) aad ^mctt dci^tea isatt) Sccrda]id,.7iib 
lift hfiid kip^&edtbem svh& «iMwey. 

iN%i^5 faeliftdi hyhis ^^^qts^xt^^td ^xasMvf 
fi^£M^£ p^pe f!ii!ci ihe fifths ^he qikieB"^ pto^. 
ftSc^xi^tmy, of ttieSpiiftiaMs^ add the didgfe 
B'AWai tofbt Vkk queetk 6f Scot^ it liberty^ 
and fdtore the pdpi& religioh in En|;Iaiid. 

Laftly, That lie had relieved HeiTie« tht 
Sctit^ afid D^her thi •queen's cx^miea ill Sc6lt> 
iMdt . 

* Thfc dafee^s deftncfe to this charge .twi8 fcttt R^BtAt 
weik;' atid, in fad, his condfcAFiflatklft had ^gj^^ 
bb6tt fealed hy his own confeffionss, and thoife n«i^«^ 
of his Servants. When the laft ardde came t^ 
be 'piroTS'id, the duke pttt the foHowiBg quet' 
tt6tt t0 the judges : Whether the fiibjeds a£ 
ztxof^tt prince in oonfederacy Mrith the qtaeen 
df England, were to be reputed her enemies? 
CatBnei the lord chief-jnfticc, jgaw it as hfti 
opinion that they ^ere; and th« the queefi 
might wage war wfth any duke of France, ytt^ 
at thtt fame time, l>e at peace with >the trench 
kingv I {hall not pretend to fay how far this 
opinion agrees with the treaties between Scot- 
land and England, which flipukit^d, that the* 
prince injured by the private fubjids of the 
cJther, was to complain of the injury to the 

fovereign. 
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*^^'*S7*' (root th« bar, aid remanded ta the., Tqcnretty 
Biaabetk affbded to. entertaiit fione ^tjbiougKt% 
of refpltiog tlie fcntence^; but; tbis: probabtijic) 
vas witk^ no otkervicw tkaa; to lcnpw> her par^ 
Kament's featiments-of his^ calbi 

Bk^nh Tiicfe were fiar from- betag ^Tourable ; for 
when the meffibers met on th^ eigilth oi May, 
they were fo heated wich the difcoverres tha« 
had been' made at Norfolk^s trial, that i^ a' 
conference between the two houfks on the Hx- 
teenth of the fame month, diey came ta a r^ 
fcdtttion, that it was neceflkiy execution ihouldf 
be done on the duke of Nonfoik ; and th^y laifiB 
this refokitibn before Elizabeth^ not by way; 
df petition, but as a meadire that muft abfo^ 
lutely be purfued. Elizabeth made no immi^- 

j^ope^ as he faid, nt two feveral times, although tbey were ver- 
teitiiu all one $ and alfo a letter from Ridolpho, as he likewif^ 
uid } I read them and concealed them, although I was angiy 
with the hearer for bringing any fuch writings to me; but that 
was not (UflEicient for the difcharge of my duty. I did alio con- 
ftnt fot.the cojiveying in of a letter at one time into Scotland } 
and lafljyy both, by mopey and letters from the French embjufll* 
dpr to the lord .Harrys and others, in doing whereof I did much 
Ibrget myfelf. But, alas ! my undtitiful parts were fo many, as 
I'fear I do not remember them all. And tiow coiil4 I i° niy 
cpnfcience thipk that my peers could do othcrwife, but a» they^ 
fid? confidering thefe foul fafts committed by myfblf wit^- 
o)it contradi^on^ and the ill prefumptions that I gave 
thereby to the better credit of my faJfe, accufers^ Seeing! cpn- 
fifs myfelf faulty in thi^ my ihameful offences^ what can it help 
me to deny fome u^trutHs that I was charged withal ; as for re- 
bellions, iftvs^onsy writings, or ever commanding or conienting 
tp foreign princes, or being privy to money to.be fiint or divided 
an)pqglH:hc rebels, or any thing to be; known hyrtful to this 
city? MprdenX State Papers, p. 174, 175. 

diate 
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dhte an(wcr to this refohition, which was fo ^.a 1571. 
agreeable to her own fentimcnts; but the en^ 
thufiafm ahd wickednefs of her enemies foon 
gave her an additional pretext Several plots 
were laid for Norfolk^s deliverance ; but three 
defperate foldiers of fortune, after various pro- 
pofals among themfelves, offered to afiaffinate 
both Elizabeth and Burleigh V ^^^ (as they 
pretended) were encouraged by the Spaniih 
embaflador and his fecretary. The names of 
the three affaffins were Berney, Mather, and 
Herle. The confpiracy was difcovered by the 
latter; and the other two, after making ample 
ionfeffions, were tried and executed. Eliza- 
beth, for fome time after thofe tranfadions, 
continued her backwardnefs to fign the order 
for Norfolk^s execution. At laft, pretending 
Ihe could no longer refift the voice of her peo- 
{de^ the warrant was figned, and he was 
brought to the fcaffold on the fecond of June. 
In the fpeech which he made there, he acknow- 
ledged the juftice of his fentence, and difclaim- 
ed the imputation wkich had been thrown out 
againft him, as if he was inclinable to popery* 
He owned that he had conferred with Rudol- 
'phi, but not to the queen's definition. He. 
was interrupted in his fpeech in a mbft brutal 
manner by the Iheriff and his officers, upon 
which he fubmitted to the fatal ftroke with a 
becoming firmnefs, but refufed to have his 
eyes covered, being (as he {did) fearlefs of 
Vox. VU. Dd4 death. 
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A. D. 157s. dtetlk Tk6 reader} from the narrative I hz^ 
already given^ may eafily perceive^ thit there 
was not^ perhaps^ a man in Eiiglahd fo ilnfit Is 
this duke for the dangerous |Mrt he had un- 
dertaken. From thc^^ftite papers it iffpears^ 
that his beft friend^t both at hotnifc ahd abroad^ 
exdatmed agiinft hia ctiv^vdikxi and eVen 
Mary herfelf, though Sa bbhavrd towards hint 
with moft unexatnpled fid^ity^ thought that 
the continuance of her iAprifoliment wate ow- 
ing to his want of adlvity and irtftdlution; Bdt 
I muft now return to Scotland. 
BariMtfityor Thc civil war in that cbuntfy eontiiiujsd 
wtf h! unabated, during the winter ojF the laft^ afid 
^**'***' beginning of this, year- Lord Rpthven was 
fent by the regent, edrl of Mir, . tb quell th$ 
commotions taifed by ihi barons .6f Fkrniburft 
and Bucdeugh en the borders^ /tirliich he did 
with gfesit fucdsis ; for though the infiirgents 
were nuknerous, they iir'efe without Irms of 
difdpKne. Morton ftill kept bis head-qilar* 
teri at Dalkeith, and daily &irmiffies hi^pen- 
ed between his foldiers aiid thofe under Kirk"* 
aldy, in the n^ighbourfaood of fidinBurghr* 
The cafile of Blackneft fell inb the hands of 
the royalifts, Who iht^atened t6 be&^e Dim; 
dee; and the lord Methven, ^ Mfe ^nd Mode^ 
rate nobleman^ wks killed by a candon-tedl 
from the caftlc of Edinburgh. The lord Setbn 
narrowly efcaped falling into Morton's hands, 
with a frefli fu]f)ply of money which he had 

. . ^- bi?ought 
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hrottghtfrctm ajjjrpad; but |^p TPgept's, or n^ A.p.is7»> 

tber Mprton^'^; mitit^ry cbeft w%» taken by the 
iQyqilifts. Tbi^ <:xafper^ted their enemies fo 
mifchf (bat tbf y pot only (}e%Qye4 the eftates 
of Mary's friends ip Fif^ and the Lothians, 
but banged or branded the country people 
vho ventuned tP fupply the garrifon, or 
the capital* with provifi^ja^. The loyalifts 
made reprizals in the fame iofianner ; and at laft 
both parties became fo furious by the mutual 
barbarities they exercife^y that we are told by 
a contemporary authority, that from the fix- 
teenth of April to the eighth of June follow* 
ing, every prifoner which either party took, 
of whatever rank or quality, was hanged. The 
loyalifts, hoiweverf feem to have been the mod 
fuccefsfiil in thofe bloody fcenes; for by 
throwing garrifons into the caflles of Nidrie, 
BlacknefSy and the town of Levingfton, they 
reftored the communication between Edin- 
burgh and the country. 

Morton at this jundure, though, in fa^y unpopular 
the moft powerful, was the moft unpopular conduaof 
man in Scotland. He was hated by the clergy 
for his profligate life, and he had adually 
tortured and put to death one of them for 
fpeaking too freely from the pulpit of his 
Crimes. His avarice was equal to his profli- 
gacy ; for he entertained a private correfpon- 
dence with the countefs of Northumberland, 
who rcfided in the Low Countries ; and would 

P d d 2 have 
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have fet her hufband at liberty, had fhe been' 
able to raife the exorbitant fum he demanded 
for his ranfona. I am apt to believe, that -£li« 
zabeth, who was now on very good terms 
with the court of France, knew of this cor- 
refpondence ; for flie ordered her embaffador,' 
Killigrew, who had been fent to aflift and 
fucceed Randolph in Scotland, to demiand that 
earl's perfon to be delivered to the lord Hunf-^ 
don ; and it is generally agreed, that Morton^ 
had a pecuniary compenfation for his com^' 
pliance. The unhappy carl was- carried from: 
Berwick to York, where he was beheaded* . 

The facrifice of this nobleman, in a manip. 
ner that was fo difgraceful to the country, was 
refented by the wifeft and moft independent 
of the king's party ; and after Killigrcw's arri-^ 
val in Scotland, it was eafy for the regent ttf 
perceive that Morton was the only perfon whom 
Elizabeth trailed in that nation for the con- 
tinuance of its calamities. The regent feeing 
himfelf thus little better than a deputy to 
Morton, entered into a fecret negociation with 
Maitland and Kirkaldy, and the other capital 
friends of Mary, for compromifing all matters 
in difpute amongft them, when Lc Croc arriv- 
ed in Scotland with a commiffion from his 
court to aflift the two Englifii embafladors in 
bringing about a pacification. This negocia- 
tion .was the refult of Elizabeth'^ councils* 
She perceived the fuperiority of the loyalifts 

in 



O F S C O T L A N D. 389 

in Scotland, through the affiftandes that had a. 0.157*. 
been fent them from the continent ; and ihe 
fent over to the queen-mother of France, co- 
pies of all the papers ihe had difcovered in 
the poffeflion of the duke of Norfolk, and 
Mary's other friends ; and likewife of the exa* 
minations, by *ivhich it appeared pretty plain- 
ly, that Mftiry had given tp the court of Spain 
a preference to that of France. She had like- 
wife ordered Buchanan's famous libel upon Enqmiy 
Mary, called the Deteftion, together with the fj^cJiu. 
filvet-box letters, and a fummary of the con- **'* '• ^^ 
fpiracies formed by the queen of Scots againft 
the queen of England, to be printed at Lon-^ 
don (for it is evident they were printed 
t|iere) and circulated all over Europe ; << Be- 
caufe," fays ihe, in her infhndions to her em- 
baflador in France, •* they will ferve to good unWr 
effeft to difgrace her, which muft be done be- l^^^^ 
fore other purpofes can be attained," The ^*^^ 
queen-mother aflfedted to be highly pleafed 
at thofe difcoveries ; but, though unknown to 
Elizabeth, the ftri&eil intimacy was then liib- 
filling between the courts of France and Spain. 
That Elizabeth might be the better impofed 
on, the fourth article of the treaty of Blois, 
which was then concluded between her and 
the French king, ilipulated, that no innova- 
tion was to be made in the affairs of Scotland, 
but both parties were to endeavour to reftore 
the peace of that country ; and Elizabeth 

was 
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A.fi.is7t* ^ITM tQ te at libeirty to chaft^fe tbofq Scots jsHq 

i|u>uld bar))OHr the rebels« 
S^rtS* Ti^Qugh the Fr^act kio^ and bis mpther 
IB S€otuii4. vcr«, pr 4ppear^4 to bQf cUfifttisfird with tbei 
prefer^iice given by Mary to Spam^ yet Elisa- 
beth could not prevaul uppn them to abaDdoo 
her. Hp pretended that hishoaour im>ft Mr 
Ut^ if he gave up the iQaufe of fo near a rela- 
tion; and in confequence of the abov^rruep? 
tioned article of the treaty of BIqij, h§ had 
ordered hi^ mipifter to repair to Scotland ; and 
it v^as .while he reiided there, that the infa- 
mous n^afiacre of the eye of BartholomeiVsr 
vas perpetrated upon the French ' proteftants. 
Kotwithftanding that &ocking cataftrophe^ 
Elizabeth never loft iight of her favqurite 
fcheme to divide the 8cot3 among thenif^lvesy 
in yvbkh fte perfe^Ly fucceeded. The civil 
war in Scotland ftill went on ; the king's par- 
ty made 'prifoners a detachment ^hich had 
t^en flnpped at Blacknefs for the afBiftance of 
their northern friend^; apd every man of 
them was either butchered or hanged at Lplth. 
Fifty-fix of the king's party underwent the 
fame fate under the cannon of Edinburgh 
caille. 
Kegociation Bcfidcs Randolph and Killigrew, Urury, 
J^lfti^*- who was the moft hated of any man by the 
^otSy was employed in the treaty of pacifi-^ 
cation; but. though the civil war Hill continu- 
ed to rage, Le Groc was fo ailiduous in his 

negoci^- 
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negoeialiofls^ that aii.armlft ice ikras agreed up- a. 0,157*1 
on from thti flrft of Au^ft to the firft of Ofta-- 
ber. This interval was ini|)loyed by the 
Englifli tninifters in fomefating ariimofitiej 
among (she Sicots, and Inflaming their difie*^ 
rebecs^, paft' all hopea of: reconciliation. Lord 
Flj^mingy^.^ho arrived .at Edinburgh with a 
new recriiit of mdney.feom the continent, had 
been accidentally \rounded^ and died on the 
fixth of September. Thofe remittances enabled 
the loyalifts within the caftle to ifltte a iill^er 
coinage of' tolerable finencfs; white Morton; at 
Dsdkeith, iffued another of vile adulterated 
m^ta)j which by prpcUm^tioft^as ordered tb 
pais current among all fubjecls of Scotlatiid; a^ 
if every pitce bore the ititHn'fic value of its de- 
nomination. This felonious praf&ice gatfe a 
iQOrtaljblQ.w to the iHt^reft and. commerce of 
^cotlsmd, beCii^Ufe MotrtOn > forqed ' • the fub|%ftl 
to exchan^. the ftiitling coin bf the lo^aliifts 
foirhis; bafis piec^^ at their nominal value. 

Crawfox^^ls from the contemporary hiftbriati 
he ma^e ufe of, bondemnSs the IrihUlite lately 
concluded, as the moft fatal event, not eveit 
excef9ing the ba^tte of Langfude, that c^nld ^*" 
have happened to Mary.. Her friend^, by the 

rebiittancesi Qiade them from abroad, were ever 

« 

ry where v^cloritnus. Fdrnihutft had recruited 
his forcesi aaad defeated his enemies in the 
fouth. The. town of Edinburgh was amply 
fupplied with every thing but fueli at3i4 that 

was 
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A. a 1571. was provided from the ruins of their enemies 
wooden houfes which they pulled dqwn. They 
were matters of the communications both by 
land and water between Leith and Stirling, 
the two chief places belonging to the king's par- 
ty. Their enemies durft not face them in the 
weft, and the Gordoas ftiil continued to be 
vidorious in the north. According to the 
fame authority, the articles of the armiftice 
were as follow : 

its tcrau. Firft, That the regent, nobility, and all other 
fnbjeAs of the realm, partakers with them in 
the prefent troubles, ihould faithfully promife, 
during the faid fpace, to abftain from all 
hoftility. 

Second, That before expiring of the faid 
abftinence, the nobility and eftates ihould con* 
vene, and advife upon the beft means to efta* 
blifli a final peace ; and if any difficulty, fliould 
arife in the faid treaty, which amongft them- 
felves could not be compofed^ that the fame 
ihould be remitted to the determination of 
the moft Chrifiian king and queen- of Eng- 
land. 

Third, That the town of Edinburgh ihould 
be fet at liberty, and be made patent to all 
the fubje^ts, and no place thereof be with- 
holden or fortified with garrifons, the caftle 
only excepted, which before thefe troubles 
arofe, was accuftomed to be kept atad guarded 
with foldiers. 

Fourth, 
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i Fourth, That all the fubj^dg, of whatfoevcr a»d.is7». 
qiuality, and condition they were, fhould freely 
.<rfpnverfe together, without trouble or molefta.*- 
tion to be offered them by word or deed, ex- 
cepting fuch as ihould be found guilty of the 
murder of the king his .father and regents, 
:the thieves and broken men of the borders and 
;Highlands, with the difturbers of the public 
peace betwixt the realms of Scotland and 
•England ; none of which ihould be comprifed 
; in the prefent abftinence, but remitted to the 
trial and cenfure of the common law, and 
.wherefoever they might be apprehended, pre- 
fented 

. Fifth, and laft, Becaufe there were divers 
perfons, vtrho, in the time of thefe troubles, 
had poffeffed themfelves in other mens lands, 
arid the tenths whereof in that feafon were to 
.be collected ; to the effeft no impediment 
^ihould be made to the peace intended, it was 
agreed, that the corns and fruits growing up- 
on the faid lands fhould be gathered and put 
in granges, or fialked up on the fields, and not 
applied to any private ufe, before the expiring 
of the abftinence. 

The reader may eafily fee from the nature Crawford's 
of this armiftice, which was publiflxed in the ^«»®*"- 
rname of the nobility and others, fubje£b of 
the realm of Scotland, <^ that Scotland was 
then looked upon as a mere ariflocracy," no 
mention being made of the royal power, or 

Vol. VIL E e e jmy 
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A«D.s57». onyittthority derived immediately eitWirom 
the king or queen. The affocitftors ttflrtloiitel^ 
«dly confidered it as invalid ; for when it ^M 
concluded, the dnke of Chatleheraut^ theesirl 

Spocfwood. X}{ Huntley> and Mary's principal friends^ i<e* 
tired from Edinburgh to their re^Siv^ 

Atmty. hornet PuUic thanks were given iii th^ 
churches fot the profpeft of a permanem 
^ace» and the pe^Dple of both paities^ now 
Siv«earied out by their calainilties» moft eafi^eft- 
ly impkyr^ it. Their hopes were foon daftied ; 
for the very day oft^r the at«iifikewas procMtn- 
^, the i^gi^nt afid the earl . of Morten took 
pofleilion of Edinburgh, placed a ftrong gtettd 
tft die high-churchy difarmed all the qt^cen's 
ivieiids, and voted themfelves td live ^ &eb 
^tiarters during the armiftice. Nothing in thie 
intermediate time was done in fbrming ahy 
plan of pacification, to which M^ortoh> by EU- 
«abetJh's orders, was totally, though fecrtilly, 
averfe. At lift, three days before the exjAra- 
i:ion of the armifticc, a meeting was Ijteld <ff 
Hit nobiiity on both fides ; and a paper cart^ 
3^om Kirkaldy, containing in fubftance the foi- 
lowing propofitions : 

ibM. -firft, He craved a difcharge to himfdf, and 

all that were in the caftle, of all things whkh 
•dicy, or any of them, had committed fince the 
teginmng oiF the troubles; and that all afts, 
decrees, and fentences pronounced againft 
'tib6m, either in parliament, feoret council, or 

before 
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Ijcfore the juftice general, and his deputies, ^^^•*i?*' 
migUt he declared null and of no efied. 

Second, That they fhould be repoffeffed ia 
their roonas, heritages and poffeffions, without^ * 
any challenge to be made thereafter of thA 
ianae^ by whatever perfqn or perfonsi 

Third, That the heirs of the lord Fleming, 
the lord of Wormcfton, and others, who were^ 
flaifi in the queen's caufe, might enter to tjieir 
lieritage and rooms, as though they had ne-i 
ver been forfeited. 

Fourth, That the caftle of Edinburgh fliould 
be configned into the hands of the earl of 
Hothes, with the whole furnishing, munition, 
and rent belonging there to the captain, majk* 
ing an account of the jewels, and other goods 
which he received with the houfe ; as alfo, rcn 
ftoring all the goods of the people of £din<« 
burgh that were put in his cuftody ; which he 
was cQutent to do, he being freely difcharged 
pf all, and fecured by act of parliament 

Fifth, That the caftle of Blacknefs fhould be 
put in the keeping of fome ope of their fide, 
^nd the rents appertaining thereto aligned for 
the entertainn^ent of a garrifon within th^ 
fame* 

Siicth, In refpeft of the great d«bt he had 
contra^ed in thefe wars, he cravtd the fum of 
twenty thoufand marks to be given him for fa- 
tisfyipg hi^ creditors. 

E e e 2 Seventh, 
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A.D. I57X. Seventh, That the earl of Morton fliould re- 
fign the fupcriority of the lands of Grange, 
(Kirkaldy's patrimonial inheritance) and other 
lands annexed thereto, to be holden of the 
crown in all time coming. 

And laftly, that the lords within the caftle 
might be licenfed to go into the kingdom of 
France, or any other country they pleafed forth 
of Scotland ; and that the earl of Rothes ihould 
be furety for the accomplifhment of the whole 
premifles. 
Eitnbeth't Mortou found means to puzzle thofe articles 
in Scociaad. m fuch a manner, that all but the firft three 
were rcjefted, and the meeting broke up with- 
out coming to any conclufion but that of pro- 
longing the armiftice to the laft of Oftober, 
when a new convention to be held at Perth 
was agreed to. The regent earl eafily faw that 
this indecifion arofe entirely from the influence 
which Elizabeth had over Morton ; and Killi- 
grew confeffed, in private converfation, that 
Elizabeth looked upon him as the fole prop of 
her intereft in Scotland. This determined the 
regent to enter into the views of Mary's party, 
and that of the moft moderate noblemen ; and 
he fummoned a convention of the lords of the 
council, who he had reafon to believe would 
join him in his falutary views. * In the mean 
while, he had fome conferences with Morton, 
and dined with him at Dalkeith ; but foon af- 
ter ficfeened and died. His charader, as it ap- 
pears 
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pears from his a^oiis> was^ that Ke was natu- ^»^>* »S7»« 
rally inclined to be a good patriot, had he nbt 
been warped by ambition. The afcendency that 
Morton had over him, difappointed him in his 
views ; for he undoubtedly would have rc- 
ftored peace to Scotland, had he furvived the 
fatal banquet which fome fay he partook b£ at 
Mbrtdli's houfe. . 

The regent earl of Mar (dying before his fon 
was of age) bequeathed the cuftody of the king's 
perfon, and likewife that of the cafile of Stir- 
ling, to his lady and his brother. This tefta* 
mcntary difpofition (which does not appear to 
have been difputed at that time) is a ftrong 
proof of the anarchy then prevailing in Scot- 
land, as the tutelage of the king could not be 
deemed a perquifite of the Erfkine family. His 
death was fucceeded by that of the famous' 
Mr. John Knox, the reformer. 

The charafter of Knox, when candidly and Death and 

chsuraAcr of 

ferioufly confidered, is, perhaps, not to be kooz. 
matched in the hiftory of the Reformation. 
Though violent and indecent towards autho* 
rity, and though intraftable to all who oppofed' 
him, yet he always adted upon principles, 
which, however miftaken, were agreeable to 
his own confcience. Confidering the almoft iar« 
bitrary fway he had over the common people 
in Scotland, and the many advantages he might 
have enjoyed, had he fided with the queen and 
her friends, I cannot help thinking, that his 

motions 



Kv^tj3%f iiM>tions of aftioQ were difinteroftcd* Before 
b}$ deatbf which w^^ piovs aiul edifyingt ho 
feot two preachers to perfoade Kirkaldy ta 
change hia party, and to abandoQ Haitian^ » 
but his adtice was difresarded* 
Tii^flttioT Towards the end of November, a co^vcfv 
cfaoTcB le- tion oi the ftates was held at Ferthi aod X^^ 
SuTIIr earl of Morton was chofen regent^ Cq fyx s^s I 
Mar!" ^ can perceive, unaQimoufly. The deftjpations 
of the late regent, during his foo's minorityt 
were coufirmed and approved of. Aleixander 
Erflune, who was thea tlitor to the king, was 
inftrudied to fuffer no perfou, who ivas a pa- 
pift, or popiflily srffecked, to enter the place of 
the king's refidence ; but an earl with two fer* 
vants, and a baron with one, aU of them in- 
armed, might have admittance on particular 
occafions. The capacity, courage, and a&i- 
%^^^fiua^ "^^^y ^^ Morton, rendered him,* undoubtedly, 
^^^pi^^a^-^-th^ moft proper perfgn in Scotland to fill the 

high poft of regent ; but being void of vir*- 
tue and fincerity, bis elevation did not at all 
tend to rcftore public tranquillity. The duke 
of Chatleheraut and the earl of Huntley, will- 
ing to contribute towards the reftoration of 
peace, agreed to a prolongation of the ar- 
miilice, and the queen's party, in general, 
ihewed difpofitions for concluding a definitive 
treaty. The new regent aded with his ufual 
diilimulation ; and offered Kirkaldy his owi\ 
terms, if he would deliver up the caftle of 

Edinburgh j 



^ 
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Edinburgh; but his offer was rejeftcd, which ^•d.»$7«»' 
exafperated the regent fo much^ that he en^ 
tered into a negotiation with the queen's lords, 
on condition they would agree to exclude 
Kirkaldy from all benefit of the treaty. This 
offer was moft unaccountably accepted of by 
Mary*s friends. The lord Lindfay was chofen 
provofty or chief magiftrate of Edinburgh;, 
and, contrary to the ai^miftice that had been 
lately concluded, he commenced hofUlities 
againft Kirkaldy's garrifon. Kirkaldy, thus fee- 
ing himfelf abandoned on all hands, intimated 
to Mary's friends that they ihould leave the 
town of Edinburgh ; and no fooner was the 
time of the armillice expired, than he battered 
the town with great fury. At the fame time 
he declared himfelf ready to 'deliver up the 
caftle in fix months time, provided the defini- 
tive treaty was concluded between the two 
parties ; but this offer was rejected by Morton, 
who was inftrufted by Elizabeth to counterad: 
every meafure that tended to a coalition of the 
parties in Scotland. 
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